DIVISION FOR

PALESTINIAN RIGHTS

UNITED NATIONS

SPECIAL BULLETIN ON

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY

WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

2012






Contents

Page

Commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 1
People

Texts of statements made and messages delivered ttve occasion of the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, 2012

Abdou Salam Diallo (Senegal), Chair of the Comeaitbn the Exercise of the 3
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

Vuk Jeremi (Serbia), President of the sixty-seventh sessibthe General 4
Assembly

Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nagio 5

Hardeep Singh Puri (India), President of the Sgc@ouncil for the month of 7
November 2012

Mahmoud Abbas, President of the State of Palestim& Chairman of the 9
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation d@igation; message
delivered by Riad Malki, Minister for Foreign Affaiof the State of Palestine

Palitha T.B. Kohona (Sri Lanka), Chair of the Spe€ommittee to Investigate 11
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of Badestinian People and Other
Arabs of the Occupied Territories

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (Islamic Republic of Iran)e$ident of the Islamic 12
Republic of Iran, on behalf of the Movement of Na&igned Countries;
message delivered by Mohammad Khazaee, Perman@gnéfeatative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, Minister for Foreign Affairef Djibouti, in his 14
capacity as Chair of the thirty-ninth session & @ouncil of Foreign Ministers

of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation; messdeievered by Kadr Ahmed
Hassan, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Djibauthe United Nations

Téte Antdnio, Permanent Observer of the Africanddnio the United Nations, 15
on behalf of the African Union Commission



Page

Nabil Elaraby, Secretary-General of the League o&bA States; message 17

delivered by Ahmed Fathalla, Permanent Observathiateague of Arab States
to the United Nations

Roger Waters, jury member of the Russell TribwralPalestine, on behalf of
civil society organizations active on the questibPalestine

Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the StatPabdéstine to the United
Nations

Closing remarks by Abdou Salam Diallo, Chair of tBemmittee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the PaleatirfPeople

Messages received on the occasion of the Internated Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People

Messages from Heads of State or Government

Hamid Karzai, President of Afghanistan

Cristina Fernandez, President of Argentina

King Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa of Bahrain

Alexander Lukashenko, President of Belarus

Dilma Rousseff, President of Brazil

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin WaddaubéBrunei Darussalam
Blaise Compaore, President of Burkina Faso

Wen Jiabao, Premier of the State Council of China

Kim Yong Nam, President of the Presidium of thgp@me People’s Assembly
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Rafael Correa Delgado, President of Ecuador
Mohamed Morsy, President of Egypt

Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of Indonesia

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran (Islamipi#ic of )

20

25

26

26

27

27

28

29

30

31

31

32

33

34

34

35



King Abdullah Il Bin Al Hussein of Jordan

Choummaly Sayasone, President of the Lao Pedpkaisocratic Republic
Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak, Rre Minister of Malaysia
Mohamed Waheed, President of Maldives

King Mohammed VI of Morocco

Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of Namibia

Asif Ali Zardari, President of Pakistan

Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federatio

Macky Sall, President of Senegal

Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka

Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand

Abdullah Gul, President of Turkey

Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Presidentlod United Arab Emirates

Truong Tan Sang, President of Viet Nam

Messages from Governments

Oman
South Africa

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

Messages from Ministers for ForeignAffairs

Mourad Medelci, Minister for Foreign Affairs of géria
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Minister for Foreign aiffs of Cuba
Koichiro Gemba, Minister for Foreign Affairs ofglan

Pierrot Jocelyn Rajaonarivelo, Minister for Fore#ffairs of Madagascar

Page
36
38
38
39
40
41
42
42
43
43
44

45

45

47

47
48

49

51
53
55

56



Patricia Espinosa Cantellano, Minister for Foreddfairs of Mexico
Albert F. Del Rosario, Secretary of Foreign Affaifsthe Philippines
Prince Saud Al Faisal, Minister for Foreign AffaokSaudi Arabia

Walid al-Moallem, Minister for Foreign Affairs ariéimigrants of the Syrian
Arab Republic

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tunisia
Messages from intergovernmental organizations havimreceived a standing

invitation to participate as observers in the sessns and the work of the
General Assembly and maintaining permanent officeat Headquarters

European Union

Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Ekmeleddisahoglu,
Secretary-General

Messages from civil society organizations

International Progress Organization (Vienna)
Mennonite Central Committee (New York)
NGO Working Group on Israel-Palestine (New York)

NGO Working Group on Peace (Geneva)

Page
57
57
58

59

60

61

63

64
66
68

68



. COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLID ARITY
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

On 29 November 2012, the International Day of Swligd with the Palestinian People was
observed at United Nations Headquarters in New Yo at the United Nations Offices at Geneva
and Vienna, as well as in several other citiegcdeordance with the provisions of General Assembly
resolution 32/40 B of 2 December 1977.

All States Members of the United Nations, observergergovernmental organizations and
specialized agencies were invited to attend theigpmeeting of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

At the meeting, statements were made by Abdou Sdlaatio (Senegal), Chair of the
Committee; Vuk Jerendi(Serbia), President of the sixty-seventh sessfaime General Assembly;
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Natjaand Hardeep Singh Puri (India), President of
the Security Council for the month of November 20The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the State
of Palestine, Riad Malki, read out a message oralbeii Mahmoud Abbas, Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberationadigation and President of the State of Palestine.
In addition, Palitha T.B. Kohona (Sri Lanka) madgatement in his capacity as Chair of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affegtthe Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.

In addition, Mohammad Khazaee, Permanent Reprdsentd the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the United Nations, delivered a message from Malimdbmadinejad, President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, on behalf of the Movement of Nalgned Countries; Kadr Ahmed Hassan,
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Djibouti to theitdd Nations, read out a message from
Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, Minister for Foreign Affaiief Djibouti, in his capacity as Chair of the
thirty-ninth session of the Council of Foreign Miters of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC); Téte Antonio, Permanent Observer of the &&n Union to the United Nations, made a
statement on behalf of the African Union; and Ahrathalla, Permanent Observer of the League of
Arab States to the United Nations, delivered a agess$rom Nabil Elaraby, Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States. Roger Waters, jury membethef Russell Tribunal on Palestine, also
addressed the meeting on behalf of civil sociejanizations active on the question of Palestine.

Closing remarks were made by Riyad Mansour, Perntgbserver of the State of Palestine
to the United Nations.

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rigiftthe Palestinian People received messages
from 24 Heads of State, 4 Heads of Government,\B@monents and 9 Ministers for Foreign Affairs,
as well as from the European Union and the Orgépizaf Islamic Cooperation. Messages were
received from 4 non-governmental organizations.

The special meeting was followed by the showing @fm entitledWalled Horizons, narrated
by Roger Waters.

A Palestinian art exhibit, “Palestine: memoriesains, perseverance”, was presented under
the auspices of the Committee in cooperation with Rermanent Observer Mission of the State of
Palestine to the United Nations.



At the United Nations Office at Geneva, a speciakting was held on 29 November 2012.
The meeting was chaired by Navi Pillay, United Niasi High Commissioner for Human Righis)o
opened the meeting by reading the message of Bamokn, Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Fodé Seck, Permanent Representative ag@éto the United Nations Office at Geneva,
spoke on behalf of the Committee on the Exercigd®inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.
Statements were also made by Ravinatha PandukaBinggsinha, Permanent Representative of Sri
Lanka to the United Nations Office at Geneva, wkadrthe message of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Humagh®s of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs
of the Occupied Territories; Obaid Salem Saeed #dl#, Permanent Representative of the United
Arab Emirates to the United Nations Office at Genevho read the statement of the League of Arab
States; Slimane Chikh, Permanent Observer of ttgar@zation of Islamic Cooperation; Seyed
Mohammad Reza Sajjadi, Permanent Representatitbeofslamic Republic of Iran, who read a
statement on behalf of the Movement of Non-Align€duntries; Georges-Rémi Namekong,
representing the African Union; and Nagham Nasseading a statement on behalf the
following non-governmental organizations (NGOs): Mo Young Women’s Christian
Association, Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Assations, Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom and General Arab Women Retertbrahim Khraishi, Permanent
Observer of the State of Palestine to the UnitetioNa Office at Geneva, read a statement on behalf
of Mahmoud Abbas, Chairman of the Executive Coneaitdf the Palestine Liberation Organization
and President of the State of Palestine.

At the United Nations Office at Vienna, a speciaating was held on 29 November 2012.
Colin Scicluna, Permanent Representative of Maltthé United Nations Office at Vienna, opened
the meeting and spoke on behalf of the CommitteéherExercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People. Mazlan Othman, Deputy DireGeneral of the United Nations Office at
Vienna, delivered the message of Ban Ki-moon, Sagr&eneral of the United Nations. Gerhard
Jand|, Political Director in the Federal Ministry Buropean and International Affairs of Austria,
read a message on behalf of the host country andsjhar Soltanieh, Permanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Natiddfice at Vienna, spoke on behalf of the Chair of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. Zuheir E&¥ér, Permanent Observer of the State of
Palestine to the United Nations Office at Vienread a message on behalf of Mahmoud Abbas,
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestilberation Organization and President of the
State of Palestine. Other speakers included MikWhahbe, Permanent Observer of the League of
Arab States to the United Nations Office at Vienkdnaled Abdelrahman Shamaa, Permanent
Representative of Egypt to the United Nations @ffat Vienna, on behalf of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation Group in Vienna; Xolisa Mfur@iMabhongo, Permanent Representative of
South Africa to the United Nations Office at Viennan behalf of the African Group; Dato’
Muhammad Shahrul lkram Bin Yaakob, Permanent Reptative of Malaysia to the United
Nations, who read a statement on behalf of MalaysiaEl Mhamdi, Permanent Representative of
Morocco to the United Nations Office at Vienna, wdalivered a statement on behalf of the Council
of Arab Ambassadors in Vienna; Isolda Alicia dePaz Frixione Miranda, Alternate Permanent
Representative of Nicaragua to the United Natiofisc® at Vienna, who spoke in her national
capacity; and Hans Kochler, President of the I@teonal Progress Organization, who spoke on
behalf of civil society organizations active on theestion of Palestine. A film on Palestine was
screened after the meeting, followed by a perfocaady a Palestinian folkloric group.



[I. TEXTS OF STATEMENTS MADE AND MESSAGES DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, 2012

Abdou Salam Diallo (Senegal), Chair of the Committe on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

[Original: French]

As we officially open this solemn meeting, the ntagedy that has struck Gaza and its
surrounding areas is still fresh in our minds. Gamgnoccasions, we have drawn the attention of the
Security Council to the dangerous situation in téreitories. Yet, the international community has
not been able to find the means for a new impe&tusgtore peace in time.

The Committee has strongly condemned the violetaicks launched by the Israeli army
against Gaza, which has already endured so mutdrisgf The Committee has also denounced just
as strongly the indiscriminate rocket fire origingtfrom Gaza. Never has peace been more essential
for all the peoples of the region; yet, never hagemed so far out of reach.

We are meeting here once again to mark the occadidime International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People, commemorated on thesarsary of the adoption of the United Nations
partition plan in 1947. The Day provides us with @gportunity to review the decades that have
passed, during which almost everything has beed,tin vain, to establish a definitive peace. The
promises to bring justice to all the peoples of $hbregion, including the Palestinian people, have
languished year after year, to the great distrésseo5 million refugees who still await, in exile,
solution to their tragic fate.

The year 1967 marked the beginning of the Isragtupation, which will soon have lasted 50
years. During the 1990s, the Oslo Accords brougpthby laying the foundation for a transition that
was to be completed by the year 2000. The Quaréet map, for its part, provided that the two-State
solution would be in effect by 2005 at the latdsbthing of significance came out of those
deadlines,in which the Palestinians had placedtdrepes. Peace initiatives vanished into thin air
one after another. In the meantime, settlementschwht the beginning numbered a few dozen
settlers, have grown to more than half a millionabitants, leaving less and less room for the éutur
Palestinian State.

Palestinians feel cheated. They are tired of presnisot kept, dulled by soothing speeches,
weary of awaiting their hour. The Palestinians nénegir own State, here and now. Every year, they
are asked to be patient because internationalrdgdy is on the verge of making the final advance
that will change their lives. They do not want taitraany longer; they cannot wait any longer.

The public institutions that Palestinians havethwith the help of the international community
are disintegrating for lack of funding. The sealoff of territories and the withholding of tax
revenues from the Palestinian Authority have haastrous consequences for the functioning of
those institutions. We would like to take this ogpaity to urge donors to continue to provide
assistance and to intensify it as a matter of wrgémvould now like to turn to the topical questioh
the admission of Palestine to the United Nationa a®n-Member observer State. Although some
Member States could be sceptical about the wisdbtheochange in strategy by the Palestinians
concerning the modification of their status at thated Nations, no one can dispute the legitimacy
of their approach. The right of Palestinians tof-determination, independence and national



sovereignty in their own State is undeniable. Tlea&al Assembly confirms that year after year by
an overwhelming majority.

I would like to call on participants to considertmew request by the Palestinians while
bearing in mind all that | have just recalled. Tated Nations has permanent obligations regarding
the question of Palestine; Member States do as sa@ihe more than others for historical reasons. |
would further urge participants to show their sality by voting in favour of the four draft
resolutions that | will submit to the General Ass#ynthis afternoon under the agenda item entitled
“Question of Palestine” (A/67/L.17, A/67/L.18, A/719 and A/67/L.20).

The Committee will continue to fulfil the missiomteusted to it by the General Assembly as
long as the inalienable rights of the Palestiniaogbe are not being fully respected. We will remain
mobilized in favour of a definitive settlement aktconflict based on a two-State solution thatiss |
and lasting and allows Israel and Palestine todide by side in peace and security.

Vuk Jeremié (Serbia), President
of the sixty-seventh session of the General Assembl

[Original: English]

It is a great privilege to participate in the obyserce of the International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People on this historic ddteis is an emotional occasion for me personally,
given my ancestors’ legacy. They are no longer wghbut we are with them, and proudly so. It is
truly an honour, President Abbas, to have you with

I would like to thank the Committee on the Exerciffethe Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for its dedicated work and tmvening this meeting, as it has every year since
1978.

The quest to fulfil the inalienable rights of thalé&stinian people is the item that has
remained on the agenda of the General Assemblyetotigan any other. Nearly 70 years since the
plenary’s adoption of resolution 181 (Il) in 194% two-State solution has still not come to pass.
Millions of Palestinians continue to live in poweinh the myriad camps scattered throughout the
Middle East. My deeply held view is that that iseoof the world’s most fundamental wrongs. It
contradicts the central tenet of the Charter oflinéed Nations: to create a workable international
system that not only helps to prevent conflicts &lgb asserts the pre-eminence of justice, pledging
not only equal rights to all nations but ensuringit equal dignity as well.

At the start of my term in office, | called on MeerbStates to work together so that this
session of the General Assembly may go down imtysis an Assembly of peace. On this occasion,
when the United Nations solemnly observes the meattesnal Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People, I renew that call.

I know how deep the feelings of injustice may righy be, but focusing exclusively on such
a sentiment will not close the book on an era aofignin the Middle East. At this delicate moment,
we must try to avoid bitter and self-perpetuatingsibns and their accompanying calls for more and
more vengeance.

The horrors of the past inevitably shape who webarte unless we are ready to tame and
eventually overcome them, the future is not likedybe any different. | am convinced that the



courage to reach out across the divide can be famthat the wounds can heal and the region can
finally come to prosper in peace and security.

Over the past few weeks, we have witnessed a new wfsstrife in Gaza. | praise the valiant
efforts to help broker a truce by His Excellency. Nblohamed Morsy, President of Egypt; His
Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-Geneféle Honourable Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton,
Secretary of State of the United States of Amerarad others. However, the recent upsurge in
violence reminds us of the urgency of the task tloa¢ must follow: to resume peaceful negotiations
leading to a comprehensive settlement of the questf Palestinian statehood. The suffering in the
Holy Land must come to an end.

| am grateful to the Committee for its continuirderin focusing the attention of the General
Assembly and the rest of the United Nations systarthe tragic plight of the Palestinian people. Its
consistent promotion of their inalienable rightslats support for the Middle East peace process
remain critical, as are its efforts to mobilizeeimtational assistance to those who need it most. In
few hours’ time, the General Assembly will considedraft resolution to renew the mandates of the
Committee and the respective Secretariat units. iBuill also take up for the first time a draft
resolution to accord to Palestine the status afraMember observer State in the United Nations.

This is going to be a historic day. Whatever thaulteof the vote, it will be crucial for the
Palestinians and Israelis to transform its eff@tis an opportunity — an opportunity to return be t
negotiating table, actively supported by all whao ¢elp bring them closer together. The goal must
be to repair the breech, and to achieve at long Wdmt was envisioned in 1947: a just and
comprehensive settlement; a two-State solution.

| come to the end of my remarks by recalling tlejeence of a great classical poet, and his
timeless entreaty to “bring to pass that the saveg&s of war may be stilled to rest throughout all
seas and lands” so that one day soon, the Stédeaet may live in security and the State of Palest
may take its dignified and rightful place in thenddofamily of nations.

Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nation

[Original: English]

Sixty-five years ago, the General Assembly adoptesblution 181 (Il), proposing the
partition of the Mandate territory into two Stat&xty-five years later, that vision of a two-State
solution remains tragically unfulfilled.

During my recent trip to the Middle East, followitige dangerous escalation of violence in
Gaza and Israel, | saw yet again the disastrousecpuences of the absence of a permanent resolution
of the conflict. Palestinians and Israelis spoken about the horror of living in fear of the next
attack and of the next disruption to their normeés. They voiced despair at what seem to be
receding prospects for lives of dignity and calm.

The Middle East is changing rapidly and profoundlyis more urgent than ever for the
international community and the parties to intgneifforts towards peace. This date, 29 November,
has great meaning for both sides. This year itdake added significance, with the Palestinian
decision to seek non-Member observer State sthrasidh a vote in the General Assembly later
today.



The outlines of an end to the conflict are cleae Whow them well. They are laid out in
Security Council resolutions, the Madrid principlegluding that of land for peace, the road map
and existing agreements between the parties. Idvalsb like to stress the importance of the 2002
Arab Peace Initiative.

What is needed now is political will and courageaders must show a sense of historic
responsibility and vision. Israelis and Palestigianust break out of a zero-sum mentality and
embrace a peaceful path forward. That is the best ior both peoples. Young people in particular
should be given a reason to look to the future witpectation, not with resignation at the certainty
of a prolonged conflict.

Final-status issues can be resolved only througdttdnegotiations. Violence is not the way. It
only breeds more hatred and bitterness. Much wiak dhead to create the conditions for the
resumption of meaningful negotiations and to preséne viability of the two-State solution.

It is crucial to sustain the ceasefire conclude@biNovember, which ended more than a week
of devastating violence in Gaza and southern Isfidedre must be no rocket fire from Gaza. | have
condemned it repeatedly. There is no justificafimnindiscriminate attacks against civilian targets
Issues that have been pending since the adopti8eairity Council resolution 1860 (2009), almost
three years ago, must be deferred no longer: entdmglosure, preventing the illicit trafficking of
arms and achieving intra-Palestinian reconciliation

Palestinian unity that supports a negotiated tvadeS$olution is essential to achieve a just and
lasting peace for the creation of a PalestiniarteSta Gaza and the West Bank. It is equally
important to preserve and support the commendabieeements of the State-building efforts of the
Palestinian Authority.

Continued settlement activity in the West Bank,ludang East Jerusalem, is a violation of
international law and the road map. Such activitiresst cease. Unilateral actions on the ground will
not be accepted by the international community ailidnot be allowed to prejudice the outcome of
the negotiations.

| share the deep and, indeed, global frustratie the two-State solution seems ever more
distant. The cost of the continued stalemate ns#ls each passing day and with each missed
opportunity.

That is the complex and wrenching backdrop, padt@mesent, against which the Palestinians
have decided to seek non-Member observer Statgsstathe General Assembly. It is a matter for
States Members of the United Nations to decidés Important for all concerned to approach the
decision responsibly and constructively.

Efforts should be focused on preserving the commieledachievements of the Palestinian
Authority on the ground and on relaunching meanihgégotiations. That is the only way to resolve
all permanent status issues.

Our priority remains to undertake the painstakirgyknof realizing the just and lasting peace
for which generations of Palestinians and Isrdedige longed — a peace that ends the occupation
started in 1967 and ensures an independent, vaatilesovereign State of Palestine living side by
side with a secure State of Israel.

I call on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to breaibw life into the peace process, which is now
on life support. | urge the international communayhelp them to forge a credible political pathtth
will realize the legitimate aspirations of bothesd| pledge to do everything in my power to suppor
that goal.



On this International Day, | count on all involvemlwork together to translate solidarity into
positive action for peace.

Hardeep Singh Puri (India), President of
the Security Council for the month of November 2012

[Original: English]

Let me begin by thanking the Committee on the Egerof the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for inviting me, in my capaeaisyPresident of the Security Council for the month
of November, to address this meeting to commemdhatdnternational Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People.

The Security Council remains committed to a comensive, just and lasting peace in the
Middle East, based on the vision of a region whew@ democratic States, Israel and Palestine, live
side by side in peace within secure and recognmaders. The Security Council also remains
committed to seeking a comprehensive resolutionth@r Arab-Israeli issues and, in that regard,
recalls its previous relevant resolutions and ntitesmportance of the Arab Peace Initiative.

Throughout the past year, developments in the Middast, including the Palestinian
guestion, remained prominent on the Council’s agefidie Council has remained seized of those
issues, has continued to receive monthly briefmgghe situation from the Special Coordinator of
the Secretary-General and from the Department diti¢ad Affairs and has held regular open
debates. The Council also discussed these issuedigh-level meeting held during the month of
September on strengthening the relationship betweeiCouncil and the League of Arab States. In
the context of recent hostilities affecting the &&trip and Israel, the Council also held a private
meeting on 14 November (see S/PV.6863).

The application by Palestine for membership of theted Nations was one of the main
issues considered by the Security Council and idng Committee on Admission of New
Members in the last quarter of the year 2011. ®wsd remains before the Council following
adoption of the report by the Committee on Admissaf New Members in November 2011
(S/2011/705). Early this year, the Council alsscdssed an invitation extended on behalf of
President Mahmoud Abbas and the Palestinian leaigeisr the Council to undertake a visit to the
region.

Over the course of the year, members of the Cousqiressed concern at, and many
condemned, the steady expansion of Israeli settiane the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
terming them as illegal under international lawiltagitimate. The members also reiterated their
view that such actions undermined peace efforts thrdviability of the two-State solution, and
stressed the need for respect of internationagjatiins in that regard.

Despite several commendable bilateral and multdghtmitiatives leading to some notable
developments, the Council members regret to naé divect talks between the parties have not
resumed. Council members have repeatedly strebsenportance of resuming Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations, and encouraged both sides to keepmlingzt contact so as to maintain positive
momentum towards the resumption of dialogue anatmemns.



Council members continue to view the situation Bz& with concern, and repeat their calls
for the full implementation of resolutions 1850 (&) and 1860 (2009) and, in that context, they
stress the need for a sustained and regular flayoodls and people to Gaza, an end to the smuggling
of weapons and rockets, and the unimpeded provisiwh distribution of humanitarian assistance
throughout Gaza. Council members also continuepoess concern at, and many have condemned,
the firing of rockets from Gaza into southern Itrde a statement to the press on 21 November
(SC/10829), the Council welcomed the ceasefireeagent reached in relation to the Gaza Strip in
order to bring about a sustainable and durableatiessof hostilities affecting the Gaza Strip and
Israel. The Council also expressed its continuggpsr for the ongoing international efforts to
consolidate the agreement. The members of the @oalso deplored the loss of civilian lives
resulting from the recent escalation.

Council members noted the results of the most tegwreting of the Ad Hoc Liaison
Committee, held on 23 September 2012. At that mgebased on reports and recommendations
from the parties, the United Nations, the World Bathe International Monetary Fund and the
Quartet Representative, donors reconfirmed thegesmsnent that the institutions of the
Palestinian Authority were above the threshold ofuactioning State. Council members
welcomed that positive appraisal and stressed #edl rfor the continued strengthening of
Palestinian institutions. Council members are asgnizant of the importance of continuing
financial support to the Palestinian Authority,view of its critical financial situationThe past
year continued to witness historic developmenth@&éMiddle East. The momentous changes across
the region have emphasized even further the urgehegalizing a peace agreement that ends the
Arab-Israeli conflict, including the Israeli-Palesan conflict, and resolves all claims. The Setyuri
Council has therefore called upon Palestinians lsnaelis to seize the opportunity to reach a
peaceful and final settlement.

The Security Council expresses the hope that, baseésolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973),
1397 (2002), 1515 (2003) and 1850 (2008), the Miggninciples, including land for peace, the road
map and the agreements previously reached betwegpatties, urgent efforts will be made towards
a comprehensive resolution of the Arab-Israeli bonfSuch a solution should end the occupation
that began in 1967 and result in the emergence aidependent, democratic, contiguous and viable
Palestinian State, living side by side in peacesmwlirity with Israel and its neighbours.

The Security Council has recognized the key rolthefQuartet in the efforts to relaunch the
Middle East peace process. As well, it has receghthe importance of the Arab Peace Initiative.
Council members have expressed their full supportte continued efforts of the Quartet and its
statements, including that of 23 September 2011YZ$18). The Council urges the parties to work
constructively with the Quartet in that endeavouod atresses that unilateral actions by either party
cannot prejudge the outcome of negotiations and mot be recognized by the international
community.

The Security Council remains fully committed to@mnprehensive, just and lasting peace in
the Middle East based on the vision of two Stat@sel and Palestine, living side by side in peace
and security within mutually agreed and recognizediers. Council members have underscored that
a peace agreement between Israelis and Palestaniang final settlement of all core issues can only
be achieved through direct negotiations. Councinimers have also reiterated their support for an
agreed, just and fair solution to the refugee isSillee Security Council remains committed to
upholding its duties and supporting a credible tiagjons process between the parties, aimed at the
early conclusion of a peace agreement.



Finally, the Security Council commends the laudafterts of humanitarian organizations and
agencies on the ground, particularly those of timtdd Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) anstéf. The Council encourages all members of
the international community to support the Agencgthvnuch-needed financial contributions at this
critical time. In view of the critical situation dhe ground and the need for progress to be made in
the political process, the Council will remain selof the situation in the Middle East, includihg t
Palestinian question, and will continue to consitherissue on a regular basis and act to uphold its
responsibilities under the Charter and those ctamdisvith the relevant Security Council resolutions
on the matter.

In conclusion, allow me to assure all Member Stafethe commitment of the Security Council
to the ultimate goal of achieving a comprehengiv&, and lasting peace in the Middle East, and to
the realization of the legitimate and inalienaligt of the Palestinian people to an independedt an
democratic State.

Mahmoud Abbas, President of the State of Palestirend Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Orgnization;
message read by Riad Malki, Minister for Foreign Afairs

[Original: Arabic]
[Unofficial trandation]

On behalf of the Palestinian people and the Palestileadership, it is my honour to address
the international community on the Internationaly@d Solidarity with the Palestinian People. As
we gather again to commemorate this Day, we doisopride. We are proud of the resilience of our
people in spite of the many long decades of imgastoppression and hardship, and proud of the
strong support for the just cause of Palestine etnmanfrom all corners of the globe. | reaffirm our
deepest gratitude to all Member States, civil dg@ad ordinary people from around the world who
are standing in solidarity with the Palestinian gleoand whose unwavering support for the
legitimate national aspirations of the Palestirpaople has been vital in maintaining our conviction
that peace and justice are possible and will oyesdan prevail.

We are humbled by this historic support and we sayhis day, that their support is more vital
than ever at this critical, decisive moment in tiMée appeal to them to stand firm for peace, fer th
rule of law and for right over might. The time ramsme for Member States to uphold the principles
and words they have committed themselves to overoaar. It is high time to find the political will
to act resolutely in line with the long-standingspimns in support of the inalienable rights of our
people, including to self-determination in theidépendent State of Palestine, with East Jerusadem a
its capital, and in support of a peaceful, justnpeehensive and lasting settlement to the conflct,
which there is clearly no military solution.

We recognize the noble efforts of the United Nagiand by its major organs and specialized
agencies, including in particular UNRWA, vis-a-\itse question of Palestine, consistent with the
permanent responsibility of the United Nations luthi& question is justly resolved in all its aspgect
We express appreciation for the goodwill effortaHié Excellency Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
and for the serious efforts of the Committee on Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People in support of the realizatiothefrights of the Palestinian people and a peacefu
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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We are grateful for the strong resolutions adoptedhe General Assembly, the Security
Council, the Human Rights Council and other organg bodies of the United Nations, which are
firmly rooted in international law, including humtarian and human rights law; which have
safeguarded the rights of the Palestinian peopé the decades; which address all facets of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including, inter glidne core issues of the Palestine refugees, dgihe o
self-determination, the status of Jerusalem, tlegal Israeli settlement campaign and the unjust
blockade against our people in the Gaza Strip; whith repeatedly call for an end to Israel’s
military occupation of the Palestinian territoryjciuding East Jerusalem, consistent with the
principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisitiaf territory by force and the principle of land fo
peace.

On this, the sixty-fifth anniversary of the Genehgkembly’s adoption of resolution 181 (Il) of
1947, which partitioned Mandate Palestine into States, Israel and Palestine, we continue to look
to the United Nations and appeal to the internali@ommunity to uphold that covenant with our
people, to allow them to live in freedom and dignit their homeland and to act in the interest of
peace and security in our region. In that regarel,underscore the call in resolution 181 (II) for
sympathetic consideration to be given to the appba for membership in the United Nations by
either State, and recall further that Israel's amin to the United Nations, in 1949, was
accompanied by two conditions, namely, Israel’s wwment to the partition resolution and the
establishment of the Palestinian State. We alsenscdre resolution 194 (l11), which, inter aliallsa
for the return of Palestinian refugees to their Bsrand for just compensation.

This year, which marks 45 years since the June 4867in which Israel forcibly occupied the
remaining territory of historical Palestine, that the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the
Gaza Strip, we reiterate that this unjust situatiarst end. We therefore reiterate our urgent cails
the international community to compel compliancelésael, the occupying Power, with its legal
obligations, the relevant resolutions and its méional commitments. Israel cannot continue to be
permitted to act without consequence as if it wefgtate above the law. Serious collective action is
required to send a clear message to Israel thaugt abide by the law; that it is time for this
prolonged, illegitimate occupation to come to ad;end that it is time for the realization of theot
State solution of an independent, sovereign, deaticgcrviable and contiguous State of Palestine,
with East Jerusalem as its capital, living sidesiole with Israel in peace and security on the bafsis
the pre-1967 borders, thereby ushering in an ergeoliine peace and coexistence between our
peoples and in our region.

This is a matter of urgency because, in the mitistirbulent crises throughout the region, the
critical situation in the Occupied Palestinian Tery, including East Jerusalem, is totally
unsustainable and poses the risk of further ddstaton, taking us farther away from our shared
goal of peace. In that regard, we condemn the tdsexeli aggression against our people in the Gaza
Strip and call for protection for our people to @msthat those crimes are not repeated by the
occupying Power. We reaffirm our appreciation {dtadse who contributed to bringing an end to the
onslaught, especially Egypt.

The Palestinian leadership continues to act wighutmost responsibility to serve its people
and uphold its legal obligations and commitmentshas consistently acted with goodwill for the
sake of peace, repeatedly reaffirming its adherdgacthe long-standing parameters of the peace
process — embodied in Security Council resolutitims,Madrid principles, the Arab Peace Initiative
and the Quartet road map — and its adherence tovthé&tate solution.
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For many years, we have expressed our readingsac¢h a solution to the conflict with Israel
that ensures relative justice and conforms witlkermational resolutions and initiatives through the
establishment of our Palestinian State on only&@2cpnt of the territory of historical Palestinathw
East Jerusalem as its capital, and to reach angsagreed-upon solution to the plight of Palestini
refugees in accordance with resolution 194 (Ille Yéaffirm these commitments and that readiness
once again today. Despite diminishing hopes andd#edine of the situation on the ground due to
Israeli violations, we remain committed to the t®@te solution, and our hand remains extended in
peace.

That is why we have embarked upon the multilatgragceful, political initiative that will be
considered by the General Assembly this afterntmmaccord non-Member observer State status to
Palestine in the United Nations. Our preferenceaiasfull membership in the United Nations,
which is our legitimate, legal and historic rigiife hope that the Security Council will one day soon
positively recommend our application to the GenAsdembly. In the interim, we appeal to Member
States for their principled support of the drafsalation (A/67/L.28) today in support of the
Palestinian people, in recognition of their Statel @s an investment in peace. This is indeed a
positive, constructive effort aimed at preserving two-State solution.

On this day, the International Day of Solidaritytlwthe Palestinian People, we affirm that we
are a people clinging to our land, and we will reman it. We have faith that every person in the
world with a conscience and every State that réspghe Charter of the United Nations will support
and contribute to enabling our people to exerdmar tright to self-determination and to achieve
independence in their State of Palestine, with Bastsalem as its capital.

Palitha T.B. Kohona (Sri Lanka), Chair of the Specal
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affectiq the Human Rights
of the PalestinianPeople and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories

[Original: English]

| am honoured to speak today in my capacity asrGifahe Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of tRalestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territories. The observance of the Intgwnal Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People at the General Assembly underscores thenaitenal community’s commitment and
responsibility to achieve comprehensive peace enMiddle East. Peace in the Middle East has
eluded us for far too long, and it is a sad comamgnobn humankind that we have failed in that
pressing task.

A few weeks ago, | presented the forty-fourth rémdrthe Special Committee examining the
human rights situation in the Occupied Palestiniarritory and the occupied Syrian Golan
(A/67/550). The Committee was seriously disturbgdh®e situation in the occupied territories. At
the time of our visit in July, in the light of thestimony received by the Committee, we were of the
view that the situation on the ground, especiallyGaza, was unsustainable and that renewed
violence was likely unless measures were taken ietedy to ameliorate conditions. The events of
the past few weeks would seem to support the csioeia of the Committee.

The continued demolition of homes and the resul@isplacement of Palestinians, the
blockade of Gaza and the consequent reliance egaillsmuggling simply to survive led to one
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deeply troubling conclusion, namely, that thosecpicas would amount to a strategy to either force
the Palestinians off their land or to so severegrgmalize them as to establish and maintain a
system of permanent occupation.

The Committee was especially concerned about thditon of Palestinian children detained
by Israel, who do not benefit from the basic legadiicial or social safeguards to which they are
entitled under international law. Between 500 af@ Palestinian children are arrested every year.
The Committee was particularly disturbed to ledrattl2 per cent of those children were kept in
solitary confinement.

The Committee called on Israel, consistent withinternational law obligations, to adopt the
recommendations, among others, relating to thestraetention and sentencing of Palestinian
children, the demolition of Palestinian homes,ledence against Palestinians by Israeli settledcs a
the blockade of Gaza. Similarly, the Committeeazhlbn Palestinian armed groups to comply with
international humanitarian law and cease the imgisoate firing of rockets and mortars into Israel.

While we welcome last week’s suspension of hostdj we are conscious of the continuing
tense situation in Gaza. The international commumitist not lose sight of the overarching goal of
two States living side by side in peace and securilestinians and Israelis could enjoy security a
peace as neighbours through a political solutiaih Wuman rights at its heart. We express our deep
appreciation for those countries, especially inréggon, that have played a key role in arrangorg f
the cessation of hostilities.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of the Islamic Repulic of Iran, on behalf of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries; message deéred by Mohammad Khazaee,
Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic dfan to the United Nations

[Original: Arabic]

Once again, we would like to show our solidaritghwihe Palestinian people and reflect on
the tragedy of that people in the context of thegdl occupation of its territory by Israel. We
reaffirm our determination to redouble efforts ®apefully, justly and comprehensively resolve the
guestion of Palestine, including the adverse sdnatf its refugees, in accordance with the ruled a
principles of international law and the relevanitda Nations resolutions.

The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries has histdhjcaaised its voice in numerous
international forums to support the Palestinian pbean their just claim to a sovereign and
independent State with East Jerusalem as its tapmtathat context, the Heads of State and
Government of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countriesieeting at the Movement's sixteenth
summit, held in Tehran in August, again reviewegl $krious situation in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and reiterdbedr grave concern regarding the suffering of the
Palestinian people under the prolonged and brstakli military occupation. Likewise, they rejected
the ongoing deprivation of Palestinians’ inaliemabbhts, including the right to self-determination
and the return of the Palestinian refugees to tleeritories, as well as the full enjoyment of thei
right to a sovereign and independent State.

The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries appreciates ¢fforts of Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, as well as the efforts and initiative bEtCommittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People and its Chair, Assbdor Abdou Salam Diallo, aimed at the
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implementation of United Nations resolutions regagdthe question of Palestine. Unfortunately,
despite the strenuous and much-appreciated effoade by the United Nations to address the
tragedy of the Palestinian people, whether thraihghassistance provided by UNRWA or through
the various recommendations and resolutions addpyethe General Assembly and the Security
Council, Israel, the occupying Power, continuegeject those resolutions as if it were a State abov
the law.

It is regrettable that Israel has persisted withc@s that are prejudicial to negotiations on
the core issues, namely, the status of Jerusakstiersents, refugees, security and water. That has,
in turn, exacerbated conditions on the ground, tmaeed confidence, deepened mistrust and
obstructed the resumption of the peace procesellbas continued with its illegal campaign aimed
at altering the demographic composition, legal ustatcharacter and geographic nature of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 3atem, so as to facilitate the de facto annexation
of more Palestinian land. Israel has also continteeccommit other violations, including the
imposition of collective punishment, violations tifie human rights of the Palestinian civilian
population, mass imprisonment of Palestinians atmi@istrative detention, the routine demolition
of homes and the resultant displacement of Paiassncausing constant humiliation, hardship and
instability.

The situation is most dire in the Gaza Strip, whapproximately 1.7 million Palestinians
remain imprisoned by the Israeli blockade imposgdand, air and sea. The latest Israeli military
campaign against the Palestinian people, partigulathe Gaza Strip, which was carried out during
the eight-day period from 14 to 21 November, regdist resulted in the killing of more than 160
Palestinians, including women and children, and wWwunding of approximately 1,200 other
Palestinians. The Movement of Non-Aligned Countseengly considers that military campaign to
be a grave breach of international law, includingeinational humanitarian law, in particular, the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofil@w Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva
Convention) and the relevant United Nations regmhst

While expressing alarm about the intensification Isfael's settlement activities, the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries stresses thafiliecessation of all Israeli settlement activitie
is in compliance with international humanitariawland is necessary for fostering an environment
conducive to salvaging the two-State solution basedhe 1967 borders. The Movement calls for
urgent action and practical measures by the intiemel community, in particular by the Security
Council, to compel the occupying Power to completadase its illegal and destructive settlement
campaign in the Occupied Palestinian Territoryludimg East Jerusalem, and to abide by all of its
obligations under international law, including tk®urth Geneva Convention, United Nations
resolutions, the advisory opinion of the InternaéibCourt of Justice (see A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1)
and its obligations under the road map in thatnekga

The Movement reiterates its serious concern albeutiangerous impasse in the Middle East
peace process and calls for immediate and practitaits to be undertaken to advance a fair and
credible process based on relevant United Natiogsolutions, including Security Council
resolutions, the Madrid terms of reference, inaligdihe principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace
Initiative and the road map. We stress that the@@aocess must ensure an end to the occupation of
the Palestinian territory and the other Arab teri#ts occupied by Israel since 1967, including East
Jerusalem; the exercise by the Palestinian peopl¢har right to self-determination in an
independent, sovereign and viable State of Paksstiith East Jerusalem as its capital; and a just
solution for the plight of the Palestinian refugdessed on resolution 194 (llI).
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In that regard, the Committee on Palestine of tlevévihent of Non-Aligned Countries has
welcomed all efforts and initiatives aimed at aelrig the two-State solution and realizing justioe f
the Palestinian people. It also stresses the impoet of the developments to accord observer State
status to Palestine, and expresses the hope thatnthltilateral, peaceful initiative, which is
consistent with United Nations resolutions regagdine question of Palestine, including regarding
the right of the Palestinian people to self-deteation, and the international consensus on the two-
State solution, will contribute positively to satyag the prospects for peace.

In conclusion, the Movement of Non-Aligned Couedrreiterates once again its strong support
and solidarity with the Palestinian people andfieas$ its unwavering commitment to the immediate
restoration of their inalienable rights to exerciself-determination and sovereignty in their
independent State of Palestine, with East Jerusaseits capital.

Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Djibouti,
in his capacity as Chair of the thirty-ninth sessia of the
Council of Foreign Ministers of the Organization oflslamic
Cooperation; message delivered by Kadr Ahmed Hasea
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Djibouti to the Wited Nations

[Original: English]

Today, once again, we are gathered here to comnagentire International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People, which is yet anothifirnaation of the international community’s
continued support to the Palestinian cause andasdly with the Palestinian people. On behalf of
OIC, | am pleased to express our gratitude to theeeld Nations and all its organs. In particular, |
would like to thank Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon ¢he Chair of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Pedgle Excellency Ambassador Abdou Salam Diallo,
for their relentless efforts and initiatives in popt of the Palestinian cause.

OIC believes that the international community haspeecial responsibility to help the
Palestinian people realize their national rightsed-determination, sovereignty and an independent
State in the territory occupied by Israel since7,96ith East Jerusalem as its capital, and to &nd
just solution for the plight of the Palestinianugées in line with resolution 194 (111). In thageed,
this afternoon, the international community willvieaa historic opportunity and responsibility to
reaffirm its solidarity with the Palestinian peoglad support the just cause of the Palestinians for
independence. The Palestinians have been neggtiatensely with Israel in good faith over the past
two decades to regain their territories and theatiénable rights and to live in peace and security
None of those legitimate goals, unfortunately, hthwes far been achieved, and none appears to be
within the grasp of the Palestinians in the shemt given Israel’s permanent strategy of shiftimg
goal posts.

It is unfortunate that, on this very Internatioay of Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
the prospects for peace and justice in the Occupadstinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
are challenged by the occupying Power, Israeluidfindts discriminatory colonial policies and illéga
practices. Israel is continuing to illegally buitgttlements in the West Bank, including in East
Jerusalem. It is constructing the apartheid waBtricting Palestinians’ access to places of wprshi
escalating acts of violence by Israeli settlersreggdPalestinian civilians, denying the free movame
of people and goods and confiscating ever morestail@n homes and land. Such daily violations of
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international law by Israel have become daily pcast which are systematically undermining the
prospects for a two-State solution.

OIC expresses grave concern at the situation imped East Jerusalem, where the Israeli
settlement campaign is most intense, and callsaf@momplete end to all settlement activities,
excavations, including near Haram Al-Sharif, horaendlitions, residency revocations and closure
of Palestinian institutions in the city. The grocgndemns the terror, violence and provocations by
extremist Israeli settlers against Palestinianlieivs and property, including homes, agricultural
lands and Muslim and Christian holy sites, and icast that such actions are fuelling religious
sensitivities that risk further destabilization antdist be brought to an immediate end by the
occupying Power.

Moreover, Israel’'s escalating military aggressiow @he illegal blockade it imposes on the
Gaza Strip are not only a form of collective pumsgmt against the 1.5 million Palestinians in the
Strip, but also a continuation of a war crime aghlmumanity, which must stop. In the same vein,
OIC once again calls on the international commuyratyd the Security Council in particular, to
assume its responsibility and take the measuressaary for an immediate and permanent cessation
of the Israeli aggression against the Palestineople. Ending the Palestinian people’s suffering is
long overdue, as is providing them with protectiand the necessary means to facilitate the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Gaza Strip

Palestine’s accession to full membership in thetdghiNations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in 2011, was areiinational recognition of the Palestinians’
rights. That achievement illustrates concrete awgitipe support for the legitimate aspirationsod t
Palestinian people. Similarly, the positive assesgrof the United Nations, the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund of the implementatidénhe Palestinian National Authority’s 2009 plan
for building the institutions of an independent d&sihian State within a two-year period is yet
another strong indication of Palestine’s readifiessidependent statehood.

In conclusion, we believe that a permanent peatedas Israel and Palestine is a sine qua non
if both peoples are to focus their energies andure®gs on developing their societies in peace,
harmony and coexistence. OIC expresses strongasijidvith the Palestinian people and once again
urges all States Members of the United Nations riabke Palestine to become a non-Member
observer State by voting this afternoon in favouthe draft resolution on the status of Palestme i
the United Nations (A/67/L.28). Granting Palestimproved diplomatic status, however symbolic it
may be as a milestone in Palestinian ambitionstatehood, will bring Israelis and Palestinians a
step closer to achieving a sustainable solutiotherbasis of two States living side by side in peac
and security.

Téte Antonio, Permanent Observer of the African Unon to the United Nations,
on behalf of the African Union Commission

[Original: English]

On behalf of the African Union Commission, allow \tethe outset to salute the presence of
the Palestinian delegation, led by President MalimAbbas, and to express the Commission’s
deepest gratitude to you, Mr. Chair, for steerihg tvork of this important Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the PaleatiriPeople for the promotion of the just cause ef th
people of Palestine.
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Today marks another day in the history of our @ile commemoration of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. Tydas usual, our statements will project a strong
spirit of unity and solidarity with the Palestinigeople, but the true test of our unity remains the
scrupulous implementation of resolution 242 (196%)the basis for achieving a just, viable and
lasting solution. The date of 29 November is megfuinto the Palestinian people. On this day in
1947, the General Assembly adopted resolution 1I31which partitioned the territory known as
Mandate Palestine into two States, one Jewish aadhcab.

The African Union believes that the road to a fagsolution is not an event but a process, and
has spared no efforts to remain firm and consisteris position taken at successive African Union
summits. Accordingly, at its summit held in Julystlasear, African leaders, among other aspects,
reaffirmed their full support for the peaceful riegimn of the Arab-Israeli conflict, in accordance
with the principles of international law and alleant United Nations resolutions to ensure the
establishment of an independent Palestinian Statethie Palestinian people in their legitimate
struggle, while further reaffirming support for th&o-State solution as the only viable option for
peaceful coexistence between the State of Palemtithésrael.

The African Union Assembly of Heads of State, & decision EX.CL/Dec.652(XIX), also
called upon States Members of the United Natioggeeially the members of the Security Council,
to support the Palestinian efforts to obtain fu#mbership in the United Nations based on the 1967
lines, with East Jerusalem as its capital, anddualeMember States that have not yet done so to
recognize the State of Palestine as soon as pessibl

[Original: French]

The many decisions of the African Union summitsadie show that, from the former
Organization of African Unity to today's African im, Africa’s commitment to meeting the
national inalienable rights of the Palestinian pepmcluding their right to establish an indepemde
State with Jerusalem as its capital, has been amains a political position that arises out of a
natural duty of solidarity and out of African peegl faithfulness to their own history.

It is well known that the Middle East is the clasesgion of the world to Africa, that the
members of the League of Arab States include nieenbers of the African Union, and that 26
members of the African Union are members of thea®@ization of Islamic Cooperation alongside
Arab States. In that respect, the Palestinian igsséll inscribed on the agenda of our continenta
organization’s summits, to which in the past we afsv invited the President of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, and subsequently the Hezgi of the Palestinian Authority, to attend.
Similarly, resolutions supporting the struggle bk tPalestinian people and urgent calls to the
international community to become more engagetienquest for a just and equitable solution have
always been endorsed in the discussions of Affiteads of State and Government.

We know that many other States and internationgérzations are also working in the same
vein as the African Union and its member States. &® note that the genuine international
consensus that has developed and been confirmedhevgears regarding the central position of the
Palestinian question in the Middle East conflictl aegarding the demand for the creation of an
independent Palestinian State has yet to bear fruit

Significant, albeit continually frustrated, efforisave been made by the international
community since the start of the Israeli-Palestimpaocess in 1991. However, the outcome of those
efforts remains very mixed, despite the Madrid trofi reference, which led to the Palestinian
acceptance of Security Council resolutions 242 719d 338 (1973) and to mutual recognition
between the Palestinian Liberation Organization #wedState of Israel. Other steps that have also
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been taken have unfortunately proved to be impedehievements or incomplete stages, from the
Oslo Accords to the Annapolis Joint UnderstandimgNovember 2007, which for the first time
formalized the resolution of the Israeli-Palestmigonflict by recourse to two separate States. In
addition, the international community is regulaaypowerless witness to events that contribute to
perpetuating and escalating tensions. We are prfaware of the complexity of the challenges to
be overcome to settle the Israeli-Palestinian adirdind to create the conditions for a fair, ecaléa
and lasting peace in the region. At the same tilme,current situation is untenable and does not
serve the interests of any party. Thus, a healthypjstart by the international community is timely
and needed to create momentum and eliminate theeqaences of war in order to promote a
decisive change that will firmly put the region e path towards peace, encompassing all demands
in all their dimensions.

[Original: English]

This afternoon, the General Assembly will consides status of Palestine in the United
Nations. On this very specific issue, while lenditigeir support, the African leaders, in their
declaration on Palestine adopted at the July surtinisityear, underscored that membership of the
United Nations is a right to be enjoyed by all seign States and that membership of the United
Nations and in all its programmes and agenciearisql the peace process.

As we speak, human suffering, violence and mistmwbtch have long dominated Palestinian-
Israeli relations, continue to dominate them. Owerwhelming show of solidarity today must
translate into tangible results on the groundheregion and at the level of the United Nations.

The African Union remains committed to and resolutdts solidarity with the people of
Palestine for the achievement of the two-StatetisoluThe pivotal role of the Security Council, the
General Assembly and this very committee cannaveeemphasized.

Nabil Elaraby, Secretary-General of the League of fab States;
message delivered by Ahmed Fathalla, Permanent Obser
of the League of Arab States to the United Nations

[Original: Arabic]

At the outset, in my capacity as Secretary-Gengfrdhe League of Arab States, it gives me
pleasure to extend warm greetings to His ExcelleheyChair of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peopdemiembers and all participants. | should also tiike
express our deep appreciation for the Committefiste in support of the Palestinian people and
their right to self-determination and the estabheht of an independent State, with East Jerusalem
as its capital.

Some may ask why this occasion is marked on thiscptar day. The date of 29 November
was chosen as the International Day of Solidariiyh whe Palestinian People because of its
significance and implications for the Palestini@mople. On that date in 1947, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 181 (ll), calling for the estsiiinent of two States. However, the Palestinian
State has yet to be established. The General Asgaibse this day in order that it may serve as an
opportunity for the international community to facon the fact that the Palestinian question has not
yet been resolved owing to the lack of serioustigali will to implement a just and comprehensive
solution. It also recalls that the Palestinian pedmave not yet realized their inalienable riglis,
accordance with United Nations resolutions, namélg,right to self-determination without external
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interference, the right to national independena# sovereignty and the right of the Palestinians to
return to their homes and property, from which thaye been displaced and expelled.

All such rights are enshrined in the Charter of theted Nations. However, owing to their
inability to realize those rights, the Palestinia@ople continue to suffer the consequences of a
historic injustice amid precarious circumstanced aangerous developments owing to Israel’s
stubborn refusal to achieve peace.

Although there is international consensus on W $tate solution as the basis for a peaceful
settlement, leading to the establishment of anpaddent, contiguous and sovereign Palestinian
State, with East Jerusalem as its capital, Israatimues to defy and to violate United Nations
resolutions, international legitimacy and humarhtsginstruments. Israel continues its settlement
policy, which seeks to swallow up the land of Pahes while its Government protects the settlers
and covers up their actions, which are completajystifiable.

Those actions include attacks against Palestitialians, the burning of copies of the Koran

and the Bible and attacks against churches, mosgnodsclerics. In addition, more than 4,000
prisoners and detainees, including women and @rildare held in inhuman conditions in Israeli
jails, some for more than 25 years. Such condutiodstrates the racism of Israel and its settlérs. |
also creates new realities on the ground, undengiiand jeopardizing the two-State solution and
any real possibility of establishing a sovereigteB@nian State. Israel also persists in its uerkt
and illegal actions to Judaize East Jerusalem &ndurroundings, altering their demography,
rewriting their history and obliterating their Isfé&c and Christian heritage. Such illegal actions,
which Israel is committing with impunity, are ineelr violation of the relevant Security Council and
General Assembly resolutions.

| should like to underscore the responsibilitytld United Nations and all its relevant bodies
and agencies to protect the Palestinian peopletlagid property and to help them to fulfil their
destiny. The Organization must also do its utmossupport the sacred and legitimate right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination and thaxishment of their independent State.

Israel continues to commit aggressions, includirg recent attack on the Gaza Strip and its
brutal blockade against the Palestinians in thaitdey. It continues to adopt dangerous racial
practices and decisions that recall the apartheigtypof South Africa. Such actions have had an
adverse impact on the lives of more than 1.5 mmlRalestinians and their descendants since 1948.
They are also an attempt to impose and implemgaliay of transfer and forced displacement and
to deny the right of Palestine refugees to retariinéir homes.

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem, is o@uperritory under international law and
United Nations resolutions. Israel’s unilaterali@atcs$ in the occupied Arab territories are therefore
null and void and have no legal effect pursuanSezurity Council resolution 252 (1968). The
resolution provides that all legislative and adwiirdtive measures and actions taken by Israel,
including the expropriation of land and propertiesreon, that tend to change the legal status of
Jerusalem are invalid and cannot change the st#tubat city. The international community,
particularly the Security Council, the Quartet atgdinfluential members, in particular the United
States of America, must shoulder their responsisliand put an end to the strategy of the
Government of Israel of evading and delaying arnfpref to achieve peace and to start earnest
negotiations to that end.



19

We would like to reiterate the full support of theab States for the Palestinian position, as set
out by President Mahmoud Abbas in his speech t&teral Assembly on 23 September 2011 (see
A/66/PV.19), as well as his speech of 27 Septeribé&@ (see A/67/PV.12), in which he called for
the establishment of the independent State of fadeand expressed his commitment to pursuing
negotiations to achieve a lasting resolution to toaflict, in accordance with United Nations
resolutions. He also called for the immediate rgstion of negotiations based on terms of reference
that are in accordance with international legitignaad for a complete halt to settlement activity. |
view of Israel's continued settlement-building pads, it is no longer appropriate or acceptable to
continue conducting fruitless negotiations, direcindirect, that waste time and effort and that do
not achieve any progress on the ground. The Gowanhiof Israel bears full responsibility for the
collapse of the negotiations and the grave consepsethat may arise. That is all the more relevant
given that it has been more than 10 years sinceadoption of the Arab Peace Initiative at the
summit of the Council of Arab States held in Beiru2002.

Palestine’s decision to obtain non-Member obseBtate status is part of efforts to achieve
peace and of the international community’s resgmlitsi to help achieve that peace. In recent years,
the role of the United Nations in finding a genuead effective solution has been obscured. The
Security Council and the General Assembly mustetioee promote international peace and security,
which is the fundamental principle for which theg@nization was founded, by taking positions and
by adopting resolutions in support of the rightgebples, in particular the Palestinian people. The
General Assembly should adopt a resolution upgoadive status of Palestine to a permanent
observer State until such time as the Security Cbuwecommends its admission as a full Member of
the United Nations, in accordance with internatidaa. We urge it to do that as soon as possible.

| also wish to reiterate that, in the twenty-ficg&ntury, Israel cannot continue to control the

destiny of the Palestinian people. It must heedried of history and ongoing developments in the
Arab region. The future belongs to peoples, inipaldr the Palestinian people, who will not accept
being dictated to. They have the resolute spirit e strength of purpose to gain their legitimate
rights, however long that may take, and to prewaér the challenges facing them. The best
illustration of that changing reality is the fabat the Palestinian people withstood the receatlsr
aggression against Gaza. Dozens of elderly peomaen and children perished. The Palestinian
people suffered and made great sacrifices. Themstructure was destroyed, but their resistance to
the brutal aggression was rewarded with a truagkdsed by Egypt on 21 November.

On this important occasion, | would be remiss did not warn of the Middle East region’s
precarious situation owing to the Israeli war maels brutal onslaught against civilians in the Gaza
Strip, including children, women and the elderlye Wiust therefore focus on ending the occupation,
which is the fundamental issue, and on lifting ttheéckade imposed on the Palestinian people in the
West Bank and Gaza. The Palestinian people wih the able to live in peace and security in an
independent State on their national territory deBne, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Similarly, | must also mention the fact that on @06vember, a delegation of the League of
Arab States, comprising the Secretary-General eflibague, the ministers for foreign affairs of
Arab States and the Minister for Foreign AffairsTafrkey, visited the besieged Gaza Strip. There it
observed the extent of the material damage caugddrdel's indiscriminate bombardment of the
Palestinian people. In that connection, | call ¢m tinternational community to assume its
responsibility towards the Palestinian people byvigling all forms of assistance and by enabling
them to live in peace and security, like other pespf the world. The United Nations, in particular
the Security Council, must fulfil its duty to upkointernational peace and security, which is being
undermined by Israel’'s repeated acts of aggression.
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Roger Waters, jury member of the Russell Tribunal @ Palestine,
on behalf of civil society organizations active othe question Palestine

[Original: English]

| thank the members of the Committee very much réareiving me at this moment of
solidarity and crisis. | am a musician, not a dipéd, and so | shall not waste this precious
opportunity on niceties of protocol. However, | hgay that you must all be suffering from listening
fatigue, to a certain extent, so while | have dsen sitting here listening, | have been editing my
rather long speech down to a rather shorter spd®thl, believe the full text will be available to
anybody who cares to read it at the end of thistimge

| appear before the Committee as a representattitteedourth Russell Tribunal on Palestine
and, in that capacity, | represent global civilisbc By way of preamble, | should say that my
remarks here today are not personal or driven bjugice or malice. | am looking only to shed some
light on the predicament of a beleaguered people.

The Russell Tribunal on Palestine was created ¢d sluch light and to seek accountability
for the violations of international law and the KHaof United Nations resolve that prevent the
Palestinian people from achieving their inalienaiidéits, especially the right of self-determination
One particular stimulus to our convening was tistudbing failure of the international community to
implement and enforce the clear judgment of therivdtional Court of Justice in 2004, contained in
its advisory opinion on the Israeli wall, as regad<y the United Nations.

We met here in New York City six weeks ago, on @ @nOctober, having previously sent
out invitations to all interested parties. Aftestéining to exhaustive testimony from many expert
witnesses and following careful deliberation, wevad at the following judgements.

We found that the State of Israel is guilty of anmoer of international crimes. The first crime
is apartheid. The International Convention on thgp@Bession and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid defines that crime as inhuman acts by@oyernment that are committed for the purpose
of establishing and maintaining domination by omeial group of persons over any other racial
group of persons and systematically oppressing thémat finding by the Tribunal was endorsed
earlier in the year by the Committee on the Elirtiova of Racial Discrimination in Geneva after
submissions by the Tribunal, made both orally andgriting.

The second crime is ethnic cleansing. In this cduse,crime includes the systematic eviction
of much of the native Palestinian population byé&since 1947/48.

The third crime is the collective punishment ofiélian population, explicitly prohibited by
article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Istes violated its obligation as an occupying Power
throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, udahg the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.
Its most serious violations occurred recently ire&gawith the blockade and virtual imprisonment of
the entire population, the indiscriminate killingRalestinians during the Israeli offensive openati
Cast Lead in 2008 and 2009, and now the devastatrought by the recent attack under the
operation Pillar of Defence.

As | speak, | can hear the tut-tutting of governtaband media tongues, trotting out the well-
worn mantra of the apologists. “But Hamas starteavith their rocket attacks. Israel is only
defending itself.” Let us examine that argument Bamas start “it"? When did “it” start?

How we understand history is shaped by when we #tarclock. If we start the clock at a
moment when rockets were fired from Gaza into Isoaea certain afternoon, that is one history. If
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we start the clock earlier that morning, when a8tatian boy of 13 years of age was shot dead by
Israeli soldiers as he played soccer on a Gaza, fire$tory starts to look a little different. If wgo
back further, we see that since Operation Cast Lea&dording to the Israeli human rights
organization B'Tselem, 271 Palestinians have béléedlby Israeli attacks and that, during the same
period, not a single Israeli has been killed. Ady@ase can be made that “it” started in 1967, with
the occupation of Gaza and the West Bank.

The crisis in Gaza is a crisis rooted in occupatisrael and its allies would contend that Gaza
is no longer occupied. Really? The withdrawal dileys and settlers in 2005 changed the nature,
not the existence, of occupation. Israel still coist Gaza’s airspace, coastal waters, borders, land
economy and lives. Gaza is still occupied. The fop Gaza, the 1.6 million Palestinians, half of
them children under the age of 16, live in an egerprison. That is the reality that underlies the
current crisis. Until we understand that, and umgresentatives here today, their Governments and
the General Assembly take responsibility to end thacupation, we cannot even hope that the
current crisis is over.

In October, on the most recent occasion that jufansm the Russell Tribunal addressed the
Committee, we were assured that our representadindseports would be presented on the floor of
the General Assembly for general debate. If thiggsvell today, we may hope to hold Committee
members to that assurance.

| have been diverted briefly; let me return to temeli violations that the Russell Tribunal
identified.

The fourth crime was in contravention of the praioip on settlements in the Fourth Geneva
Convention, specifically article 49. The settlensert all the settlements — are not simply an
obstacle to peace, they are illegal.

The fifth crime was the use of illegal weapons. iBgiisrael’'s Operation Cast Lead, four years
ago, international human rights organizations dcented the use by Tel Aviv of white phosphorus
in attacks on Gaza. Human Rights Watch found thatél’s repeated firing of white phosphorus
shells over densely populated areas of Gaza ditsngcent military campaign was indiscriminate
and is evidence of war crimes”. White phosphorush®at up to 1,500 degrees Fahrenheit. Imagine
what happens when it comes into contact with the eka child. Human Rights Watch called for
Israel’'s senior commanders to be held accountditevever, thus far there has been no such
accountability.

There are more violations, but members know thaitdd Nations resolutions trace the history
of Israeli violations. Members regret, deplore awdn condemn the violations, but when have their
resolutions been implemented? It is not enoughefgate and condemn. What we need is for the
United Nations — for representatives here, theiv€oments and the General Assembly in which
they serve — to take seriously their responsibttityrotect Palestinians living under occupatiod an
facing the daily violation of their inalienable Iy to self-determination and equality.

The will of “We the people of these United Nations'that all our brothers and sisters should
be free to live in self-determination, that the ggsed be released from their burden by being given
recourse to the law, and that the oppressors beddal account by that same law.

In 1981, | wrote a song called “The Gunner’'s Dreaitvappeared on the Pink Floyd album
The Final Cut. The song purports to express thegdgiream of a British Royal Air Force gunner as
he plunges to his death from a stricken aircraitatals the corner of some foreign field. He dreams
of the future for which he is giving his life.
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“A place to stay

Enough to eat

Somewhere old heroes shuffle safely down the street
Where you can speak out loud about your doubtdeard
And what’s more

No one ever disappears

You never hear their standard issue

Kicking in your door.

You can relax on both sides of the tracks

And maniacs don’t blow holes in bandsmen by rengotgrol
And everyone has recourse to the law

And no one kills the children anymore.”

In 1982 and again in 1983, the General Assemblyptadibresolutions, 37/88 and 38/79,
holding Israel accountable for its violations. Taéassolutions called for a complete arms embargo
on Israel. No such embargo has been imposed. thstdaas fallen to global civil society to takesth
lead. Following a call in 2005 from Palestinian ikisociety, social movements, activists and,
increasingly, church bodies and even some locakigowent authorities around the world have
created the campaign for boycott, divestment amtt&mns. It aims, as many members know, to
bring non-violent economic pressure to bear oreldaforce an end to its violations, occupatiod an
apartheid, denial of Palestinians’ right of retarrd requiring Palestinian citizens of Israel t@las
second-class citizens, discriminated against oialrgoounds and subject to different laws thanrthei
Jewish compatriots. The boycott, divestment and@tsams movement is gaining ground, hand over
fist.

Just last week, | was happy to write a letter gipsut to the student government of the
University of California, Irvine, congratulatingegin on demanding that their university divest from
companies that profit from the Israeli occupatidiso, last summer, | was in Pittsburgh to witness
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian ChurchtédrStates of America) vote on a resolution to
divest from Motorola, Caterpillar and Hewlett-Packal hat would have been unthinkable 10 years

ago. To quote the great Bob Dylan, “the times tueya-changin' .

Let me return to today. The members of the GenAssembly are about to have the
opportunity to vote on changing Palestine’s statuthe United Nations to that of a non-Member
State. While not according full United Nations merghip, it would provide United Nations
recognition to Palestine as a State that would hla@eight to sign treaties, including, crucialllye
Rome Treaty, so that Palestine could become a meofitiee International Criminal Court.

This is a momentous occasion, and the processnigagh to it was started here 13 months
ago. It is one of those rare instances where MerSlees can change the course and the face of
history and at the same time reinforce one of thending principles of the United Nations — the
right to self-determination. The bid implicitly e¥s to the pre-1967 borders and includes the
integrity of East Jerusalem, an autonomous Gazalendefugee diaspora. It is momentous because
there are already over 132 Member States that hesagnized Palestine as a State and more are
appearing every day. Just this week, Hamas hagdesupport.

| urge members to consider two points. First, | ldatall on them to resist pressure from any
powerful Government to coerce them into defeatindetaying this issue. Sadly, there is a history of
coercion in this hallowed place. No Government, é&eosv rich or powerful, should be allowed to use
its financial or military muscle to set United Nats policy by bullying other States on this or any
other issue.
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Secondly, they should not take the statehood vettha@ end of fulfilling their obligations.
General Assembly responsibility goes far beyondtéthNations technicalities. It must include real
protection for Palestinians under occupation arad aecountability for violations of the law. The
General Assembly has powers it does not use. & doé have to defer to or wait for the Security
Council.

In just a few months, we will commemorate the teatimiversary of the killing of Rachel
Corrie, the young peace activist killed by an I8raeldier driving an armoured Caterpillar bulldoze
as she tried to protect the house of a pharmaadt ras family in Rafah, on Gaza’s border.
International activists like Rachel Corrie, Tom Hdall and James Miller took the risks they did, and
they and their families paid the ultimate pricecdngse the international community — Member
States and the United Nations itself — had failegrtotect the vulnerable Palestinian population
living under that prolonged occupation.

We are proud, though tears burn our eyes, of thd& wbthese young activists and deeply
moved by their sacrifice. But we are angry, toocattiour Governments and our international
institutions, including the General Assembly, héaded to provide the protection that would make
Rachel Corrie’s sacrifice unnecessary. Also, letnos forget the thousands of courageous and
anonymous Palestinians and their equally couragksvasli brothers and sisters in arms, a boycott
from within, who protest peacefully on a weekly isafor the simple, basic right to an ordinary
human life — the right to live in dignity and peate raise their families, to till the land, to la
just society, to travel abroad, to be free of oetigm, to aspire to each and every human goal, just
like the rest of us. Speaking of the rest of ubyd here in New York City. We are a somewhat
parochial group, we New Yorkers, to a large exwittoff by propaganda and privilege from the
realities of the Palestinians’ plight. Few of uslarstand that the Government of the United Stdtes o
America, particularly through its power of veto time Security Council, protects Israel from the
condemnation of the global civil society that | bathe honour to represent here today. Even as
bombs rained down on 1.6 million people in Gaza, Besident of the United States of America
reasserted his position that Israel has the rglaefend itself. We all know the reach and power of
Israel’s military capability and the deadly effeofsits actions. So what did President Obama mean?
Did he mean that Israel has the right to indefipitecupy the whole of the region?

The Palestinians are an ancient, intelligent, cettuhospitable and generous people. And, of
course, they have pride and will resist the ocadopadf their land and defend their women and
children and their property to the best of theitigb Who would not? Would you? Would 1? Would
President Obama? One would hope so. It would bdutis

More than a generation ago, the General Assemlaptad resolution 2625 (XXV), dealing
with the principle of equal rights and self-detamation. It recognized, in the preamble to the
resolution, that when a people face “any forcildéam” depriving them of those rights, they have
the right to “actions against, and resistance twhsuse of force. When the international community
does not shoulder its responsibility to protectleB#nians will shoulder that responsibility
themselves.

This is not to suggest that | support the launclohgnissiles into Israel. I do not. The
internationally recognized legal right of resistanmoeans attacking any military target engaged in
illegal occupation. But let us be clear, as weewdiin the law as indispensable and even-handed.
The launching of unguided rockets into Israel, vehitie most likely targets will be civilians, is reot
legal form of resistance. It is wrong, and it ifs®condemned.

Many civil society activists, including many Pala&ns and Israelis, are committed to non-
violent resistance. The boycott, divestment andctsams movement, which has spread from
Palestinian civil society to activists around therM, is part of that non-violent resistance, and |
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support it wholeheartedly, but let us be clear thatdisparity of power, the reality of the occugat
and the response of the occupied is the realitfage unless we find recourse in international law
and hold all parties to it.

In the meantime, let me try to dial back the rhieterlittle and address the “Israel has a right
to defend itself’ claim from a legal and historiparspective. This will not take long.

Exinjuria non oritur jus — a legal right or entitlement cannot arise franjustice. If we truly
oppose all violence, whether by the occupier otevibresistance by the occupied, we must aim to
end the root causes of violence. In this conflitht means ending Israel’s occupation, colonization
ethnic cleansing and denial of the right to seliedmination and other inalienable rights that the
Palestinian people is entitled to, according to @marter of the United Nations and other tenets of
international law. So it should be in the future.

Hamas, having dropped its original demand for Istade dismantled in the run-up to the
elections, was democratically elected in Januai§62@n elections deemed free and fair by every
international observer present, including formeeditent of the United States Jimmy Carter. The
leaders of Hamas have made their position clear amd over again. It is this: Hamas is open to
permanent peace with Israel if there is total widlwhl to the 1967 borders, 22 per cent of historic
Palestine, and the arrangement is supported byfeaenglum of all Palestinians living under
occupation. | know everyone here knows this, bueneh live they do not know this. They do not
know that that is the position of Hamas, so | alimgethem.

We are all here for the same reason. We are aliretied to human rights, international law,
the centrality of the United Nations and equality &ll, including for Palestinians. We are all
attending this meeting on 29 November that marles Ititernational Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People. But it seems to me that oumeemoration of this day is not enough. So what
else to do?

The battleground is here, at the Headquarterseofthited Nations, and simultaneously in
the middle of New York City, with access to the naed’ he battle is two-pronged. First, we must
continue the work of informing the people of theitdd States of America about the reality of the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict and, most especialyout the role of their Government, the host cquntr
of the United Nations, in using their tax dollassiind and enable Israel’s violations.

Secondly, and just as important, we must addresallyf, serious reform of the United
Nations. The United Nations needs to embrace ademocracy. The veto must be rethought or the
United Nations might die. The use of the veto asdrategic political tool by one or other of the
permanent members of the Security Council has beanrtmoded. The system is too open to abuse.
The blanket protection afforded to Israel by the a$ the veto by the United States is but one
example of such abuse. | urge the General Assetoldgllectively work towards wresting the power
back to the people in order to facilitate progremsards a more democratic body, better able to
pursue the high aspirations of this great insotutito represent the will of the peoples of theagre
United Nations.

The General Assembly represents the largest arsi democratic component of the United
Nations. The United States, China, France, theiRu$®deration and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland have no veto here. Whaneeded is political will. The Assembly can
make decisions and take actions that the Secupiyn€l cannot or will not. The Charter of the
United Nations begins with the words “We the pesptd the United Nations”, not “We the
Governments”. | urge representatives, on behalhefpeople of their countries, on behalf of the
people of all countries, in fact on behalf of &k tpeoples, of this, our shared Earth, to act. Thest
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seize this historic moment and support the votayddr Palestineian enhanced observer statehood
status as a step towards full membership.

Rivad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of #estine
to the United Nations

[Original: English]

Allow me to speak on behalf of the Palestinian pe@md our leadership, including its large
delegation, headed by President Abbas, to comméenthis year’s International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People in a very historic way.

We are very grateful for this tremendous event thisrning and for the very powerful
message of solidarity with the Palestinian peoyle.take that powerful message this morning as a
significant signal of the remarkable and histonerg that will take place this afternoon with redar
to the Palestinian people, through their strugglé steadfastness and by resisting occupation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory. With the help df @bvernments, civil society organizations and
activists represented here and all those that sugp®just cause of the Palestinian people, vi#t t
collective effort and upholding international lawpelieve that this afternoon we will prevail in
recognizing the State of Palestine in the Unitedidsa and in bestowing on us non-Member
observer State status.

At that historic event, we will legislate the tweag solution in a legal way through the
recognition of the two States, thus allowing thgoat@tion between the two States to take place,
while one occupies the land of the other, in violabf international law. With our collective eftot
am sure that we will succeed in putting an endh&d déccupation and in celebrating the independence
of the State of Palestine. The historic event Wilittake place this afternoon will be remembergd b
us all, the Palestinian people in the occupiedtteyrand in the diaspora, as part of addressieg th
injustice that has been inflicted upon us.

However, we know that that in itself is only theglving of another stage. We promise that
our brave people in the occupied territory, the &8tip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem will be
encouraged and that their resolve will be strenggteby the massive support for them here and the
additional support of the international communhistafternoon. They will continue their legitimate
struggle to put an end to the occupation. Our pewl not disappear. They will not vanish or leave
our land. The only place in which they will stayasr homeland, Palestine. We are fully confident
that we will succeed in ending the occupation anckiebrating the independence of our State.

| am sure that many participants will be with uss tafternoon. It will be a very memorable
and historic moment, in which we will open doors tbe Palestinian people to be able to better
defend themselves politically, diplomatically aedéally, while we wage the struggle in every corner
of the occupied territory, in the Gaza Strip, Bi]'Ni'lin, Silwan, Jerusalem and Nabi Saleh - tisat
in every part of the Occupied Palestinian Territ@yr people are brave and proud. Those here are
supporters of such a people. | believe that we bellvictorious, not only in what we will do this
afternoon, but also, ultimately, in ending the quation and in celebrating the independence of our
State.

This morning has been a wonderful celebrationwbich we are grateful. This afternoon,
there will be a glorious celebration. We thank merslin advance and invite them to be with us. |



26

want to thank my good friend, whom | have ofteriezhla twin brother, the Ambassador of Senegal
and Chair of this Committee, and all States membe@is observers of the Committee, for their
wonderful action on behalf of the people of Pafestiwhen we succeed in accomplishing the
objective of ending the occupation and celebradumgindependence, we will put up statues to them.

Closing remarks by Abdou Salam Diallo, Chair of theCommittee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinn People

[Original: French]

Immediately after the conclusion of this meeting,this same room, we will be showing
some documentaries on the situation in the Gazp &td the West Bank. | invite everyone to stay
and see the films as a small token of our soligaiitalso invite everyone to the opening this engn
of an exhibit entitled “Palestine: memories, dreapesseverance”. That will take place at 6 p.m. in
the north-east gallery of the public lobby of then@ral Assembly Building. It will be followed by a
reception. | look forward to seeing everyone there.

Before | adjourn the meeting, | would like to pautarly thank Ambassador Pedro Nufiez
Mosquera, Vice-Chair of our Committee. He will soend his term in New York and return to a
new assignment in his beautiful capital, HavananbAssador Nufiez is one of the most charming
people of the United Nations microcosm. We othentbers of the Committee greatly appreciate his
sense of duty, kindness and hard work. On betiaflony Bureau colleagues and all members of
the Committee, | would like to sincerely thank hfor his contribution to our work and for his
unwavering interest in United Nations efforts tdphsettle this long-standing conflict. Ambassador
Nufiez has worked hard. We wish him success ifuhigse activities and in his personal and family
life.

I would also like to thank all those without whone would not have been here today, in
particular, the staff of the Division for PalestiniRights, the Department for General Assembly and
Conference Management, the Department of Publizrimétion and the Office of Central Support
Services, as well as the interpreters and all tivas&ing behind the scenes.

[ll. MESSAGES RECEIVED ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTER NATIONAL
DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

A. Messages from Heads of State or Government

Hamid Karzai, President of Afghanistan

[Original: Farsi]
[Unofficial trandation]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soliglavith the Palestinian People, | would
like to express, on behalf of the Government arapfeeof Afghanistan, our support for the rights of
the Palestinian people, in particular, the righsétf-determination and the right to an independent
Palestinian State with Al-Quds al-Sharif as itsip
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Cristina Fernandez, President of Argentina

[Original: Spanish]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawvith the Palestinian People, | have the
pleasure to express, on behalf of the Argentingleeand on my own behalf, our support for this
very important day of commemoration and to reiemr conviction of the need to pursue talks in
order to achieve a peaceful, just, definitive anthprehensive solution to the Middle East conflict
that provides for an independent and viable PaliestiState.

In my recent address during the general debatdefsixty-seventh session of the General
Assembly, on behalf of the Argentine people, ledlfor a response to a situation that has dragged
on for decades and that, owing to the changingimistances, the global powers have not yet been
able to resolve.

The path towards a solution for Palestine, the @ardnot for peace in the Middle East,
includes the granting of observer State statusaedfine by the General Assembly. Today, that
historic event will take place and Argentina widl-sponsor the resolution. We also call for Palestin
to be recognized as a full Member of the Unitedidvest, which will undoubtedly help to achieve a
solution that will benefit the peoples of the MiddEast, thus defeating the merchants of violence
forever.

King Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa of Bahrain

[Original: Arabic]

| have the honour to convey to you and your distisiggd Committee our deep gratitude and
appreciation for your unrelenting efforts to suggbe Palestinian cause at the United Nations and i
international forums.

The International Day of Solidarity with the Pale&tn People is an important occasion that
reminds us of the continued responsibility of theiteld Nations with regard to the matter of the
Palestinian people and to finding a peaceful, st comprehensive solution to all aspects of that
problem, on the basis of the resolutions of inteomal legitimacy. This is also an occasion on \lahic
both to renew the commitment of the internatior@hmunity to its special responsibility towards
the Palestinian people and end the injustice it bafered since 1948, and to embody the
commitment of the international family to continieesupport the Palestinian people and its just and
long-standing struggle to acquire its legitimatel analienable rights, end the tyrannical Israeli
occupation of its territories, achieve independeesercise its legitimate right to self-determioati
and return, and establish an independent Statesorational territory with Al-Quds al-Sharif as its
capital.

Since the question of Palestine was first submittedhe international organizations, the
Security Council, the General Assembly and theirious subsidiary mechanisms have adopted
hundreds of important resolutions on the mattet Heeve urged the need to find a just solution.
However, the Israeli authorities have paid no hteeal implemented any of them. They have, on the
contrary, treated them with contempt, which sholWws extent of their arrogance, disdain for
international legitimacy and defiance of the willtlee international community.
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For more than 30 years, the question of Palesta® lieen one of the most significant
challenges that have threatened security and isyahil the Middle East and the world, and the
developments that continue to take place in theedBalan territories, the practices that Israel
continues to pursue and the Israeli military ongldas on the Palestinian territories bear witness to
the extent and gravity of the violations to whidie tPalestinian people are subjected. Those
violations include, in particular, the expulsiontbe Palestinians from their homes, the seizure of
their land and property, and the continuation d&fghl settlement activity. That activity has
undergone an unprecedented acceleration in reeans ywith more and more settlements being built
in the West Bank and Al-Quds al-Sharif, which poveat the Israeli authorities are determined to
continue to pursue their policy of destroying theage process that is sought by the international
community.

The Kingdom of Bahrain is deeply concerned abouwiséhlsraeli policies and dangerous
practices, which are the main cause of the stagmatf international efforts to resume the peace
process and have led to increased tension andbilitstan the Middle East. They have also
exacerbated the humanitarian, economic and satiatien of the Palestinian people.

On this day, the Kingdom of Bahrain renews its supjor the just issue of the Palestinian
people and demands the implementation of the regntiof international legitimacy that call for the
establishment of an independent Palestinian Statesapport international efforts to have Palestine
accepted as a State Member of the United Natiorsbas as possible. It applauds the decision of
UNESCO to accept the State of Palestine as a merabmurageous step that affirms the right of
that State to obtain international legitimacy witline 4 June 1967 borders and for Al-Quds al-Sharif
to be the capital of the independent PalestiniateSton the basis of the relevant United Nations
resolutions, in particular Security Council resmos 242 (1967), 338 (1973) and 1397 (2002); the
terms of reference of the Madrid peace conferetieeroad map; the Arab Peace Initiative; and the
vision that is based on a two-State solution tlzet leen provided for in United Nations resolutions,
in particular Security Council resolution 1515 (3p@&nd the relevant resolutions that called for a
peaceful and durable solution to be found to theelsPalestinian conflict.

In conclusion, the Kingdom of Bahrain calls upomr tihternational community to redouble
international efforts to alleviate the suffering tbke Palestinian people and to stand with it in the
suffering it has endured for so long. We commerel ¢gheat efforts that the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the PaleatirPeople has exerted and affirm the need for it to
be provided with all the facilities that it needsctrry out in full the mandate it has been giveihe
relevant General Assembly resolutions and gatheririternational support that is needed for the
Palestinian people to obtain their establishedtsigimd to reach a peaceful and just resolutiohef t
Arab-Israeli conflict.

Alexander Lukashenko, President of Belarus

[Original: English]

On behalf of the Belarusian people and person#ily, President of the Republic of Belarus
congratulates the Chairman of the Palestine Limaradrganization and President of the Palestinian
National Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, on the Interoatil Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People.
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Dilma Rousseff, President of Brazil

[Original: English]

The Governmentof Brazil reaffirms, on this Intefaaél Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People, its firm, permanent support for the setédwination of the Palestinian people and the
establishment of a just and durable peace in trielMiEast.

Brazil reiterates its commitment to the creatioranfindependent and democratic Palestinian
State. Such a State shall be contiguous and ecoatyynviable. Its borders shall be those of June
1967, in conformity with resolutions 242 (1967) a3@B (1973) of the Security Council and other
relevant United Nations resolutions. Its capitallsbe East Jerusalem.

In my statement at the opening of the sixty-sevesghsion of the General Assembly, I
affirmed that only a free and sovereign Palestiae fulfil Israel's legitimate aspirations for peace
with its neighbours, security in its borders, aedional political stability. For this to happength
implementation of the two-State solution is urgent.

Likewise, | reiterate Brazil's support for the adsion of Palestine as a full Member of the
United Nations, a measure long overdue by the natesnal community. In light of the current
obstacles to the immediate realization of this goed will equally support, as an interim measure,
the upgrading of Palestine's current "status” & ¢ an observer State. The international recagnit
of the State of Palestine and its admission tdthiged Nations as a full Member can help reduce the
asymmetry that now characterizes relations betwRglestine and Israel, and thus contribute to
promoting effective peace negotiations. It was hattspirit that we resolutely supported the
admission of Palestine as a full member of UNESCO.

In the face of the dangerous paralysis in the ppageess, effective negotiations that are able
to produce concrete results must be urgently reduitige role of the United Nations, and that of the
Security Council above all, is fundamental. The @olucannot and should not refrain from
exercising its responsibilities. The promotion efpe in the Middle East is in the interest of ladl t
States Members of the United Nations and cannolebegated. The Quartet has become inoperative
and does not even report on its activities to tmernational community through the Security
Council.

Brazil joins the international community in denoiumge the continuation of the Israeli
settlements policy in Palestine, including EastiSalem. Such practice is illegal under internationa
law and constitutes an important obstacle to paadeo the realization of the two-State solution.

On the International Day of Solidarity with the &stinian People, the Government and the
People of Brazil extend their support to the Palests all over the world, especially those in East
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza, who suffenjbstices and humiliations of the occupation, the
blockade and the daily suppression of their bagicts. This year, the World Social Forum Free
Palestine will take place in Brazil from 28 Novembe 1 December, in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do
Sul.

At the same time, we firmly reject radicalizationdaviolence against the Israeli civilian
population and deplore such acts as the launcHimgcets. We call upon all Palestinian actors to
fully commit to non-violence and dialogue as fun@atal principles in their struggle to end
occupation and promote their self-determination.
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Brazil firmly supports the initiatives of the Paiegan Government aimed at consolidating their
State and congratulates President Abbas and Primestst Salam Fayyad for their efforts in this
regard. The reconciliation among all sectors ofeBttian political forces is of fundamental
importance for achieving those objectives.

Together with its bilateral and multilateral parseBrazil has been implementing cooperation
projects, with a view to promoting the well-beinfitbe Palestinian people in areas such as health,
sport and agriculture. Since 2007, we have alsaedoRalestinian refugees, to whom access to
government programmes in areas such as healthataluand housing is fully granted.

The serious financial restrictions currently facthg Palestinian Authority constitute a threat to
the Palestinian national project. We hope the magonal community will answer, as did the
Government of Brazil, the appeals for donations enag]l UNRWA.

In spite of the enormous challenges ahead, Bramikins confident that the Palestinian cause

will succeed and that Palestinians will be ableny their rights to sovereignty, peace and shared
prosperity.

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah of Brunei Darussalam

[Original: English]

The Government and people of Brunei Darussalamgnon this special day in expressing
our deepest respect for the Palestinian peopleoandirm support for their legitimate struggle for
peace, security and justice and their inalienaiglet to self-determination in their own independent
and sovereign State.

We support the Palestinian people in their purs@iifegitimate goals and their quest for
development based on dignity and self-reliance.

We also support a negotiated solution resulting gsovereign, independent and viable State of
Palestine living within secure and recognized birdeith East Jerusalem as its capital, side by sid
and at peace with Israel, as endorsed by the Quaréel map and relevant Security Council
resolutions.

We are of the view that the continued engagemernhefinternational community remains
imperative to the resolution of conflict. We alsaple that all parties resolve their differencesuigio
peaceful dialogue and negotiation.

We therefore wish to see an end to Israeli setthtsni@ the occupied Palestinian territories, an
early and significant easing of restrictions on free movement of persons and goods within
Palestine and the resumption of negotiations byhartet.

We are deeply concerned about the recent deterigraituation in the Middle East region.
Brunei Darussalam expresses its heartfelt sympattall Palestinians and its condemnation of the
recurrent aggressive acts of violence against imocivilians.
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Brunei Darussalam would like to express its appitean to UNRWA for their tireless work in
assisting the vulnerable Palestinian people. Thernk towards this cause is indispensable and very
much valued by the international community.

Our appreciation also goes to the Committee orEttercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People for its valuable and continutdrts to bring about a peaceful solution and
ensuring that the international community remagwied on the plight of the Palestinian people

Blaise Compaoré, President of Burkina Faso

[Original: French]

The observance of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People provides
Burkina Faso with further opportunity to pay tribub the just struggle of the Palestinian people to
assert all of their rights and achieve the recagmiof Palestine.

The status of observer State in the United Nationg/hich Palestine aspires will certainly
breathe new life into the peace process and stepragress towards the two-State solution, with
separate States living side by side within inteamatly recognized borders.

Committed to dialogue as the best way to settlpudes, my country condemns violence in all
its forms, denounces impediments of all kinds, amges respect for fundamental rights and
improved security, socioeconomic and humanitarianddions for Palestinians in the occupied
territories.

The people of Burkina Faso fervently hope that riegotiations under way will lay a solid
groundwork for a definitive solution to the IsraBklestinian conflict.

Firm in the belief that the assistance and supgpiottie international community are necessary
as the quest for appropriate solutions to the Mid#last conflict goes forward, | urge the
continuation of peace negotiations on the basteefelevant resolutions of the United Nations.

As it welcomes the initiatives of the Committeetba Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People, Burkina Faso reaffirms itsdsoity with the struggle for dignity being waged by
thousands of Palestinian women and men.

Wen Jiabao, Premier of the State Council of China

[Original: Chinese]
[Unofficial tranglation]

On behalf of the Government of China, | wish toeext warm congratulations to the special
commemorative meeting in observance of the Intevnak Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People.

The Palestinian issue is at the core of the Mididist issue. The Government of China firmly
supports the just cause of the Palestinian peapleestore their lawful rights, supports the
establishment of an independent State of Palestateenjoys full sovereignty, with East Jerusalem
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as its capital, on the basis of the 1967 borderd,smpports Palestine in joining the United Nations
and other international organizations.

China closely follows the situation in Gaza andd&mns any action that causes casualties
among innocent civilians. The recent conflict inz&das once again highlighted the importance and
urgency of resolving the Palestinian issue. We tibpePalestine and Israel will, in keeping witk th
overall interest of peace, make parallel effortseouild mutual confidence and create conditioms fo
early resumption and substantive progress of tleezge¢alks The international community should
intensify efforts to encourage dialogue and featifitpeace, keep up vigorous support for Palestine's
capacity building and continue to improve the huitaaian conditions of the Palestinian people.

An early, comprehensible and just solution to th&egtinian issue is what people in the region
and the world want to see. As a permanent memb#reoSecurity Council, China is committed to
promoting the Middle East peace process and suppatUnited Nations in playing a bigger role in
the Middle East issue. China is ready to work wilie international community and play a
constructive role in helping bring about a comprediee and just solution to the Palestinian issue
and advancing peace, stability and developmenmtarMiddle East.

Kim Yong Nam, President of the Presidium of the Sugme
People’s Assembly of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

[Original: Korean]
[Unofficial trandation]

| extend warm militant greetings to you and theridly Palestinian people on the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

The continuous building of settlements and actaoist oppression against the Palestinians
committed by Israel are the main obstacles standitige way of achieving fair and permanent
peace in the Middle East.

| reaffirm our invariable support for and solidgrivith the Palestinian people in their just

cause to regain their legitimate national rights]uding the founding of an independent State with
Al-Quds as its capital. And | wish you greater fsgses in your responsible work.

Rafael Correa Delgado, President of Ecuador

[Original: Spanish]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, the
Government of Ecuador reiterates its full endorsgned the spirit and nature of the General
Assembly resolutions establishing this observamemews its unconditional support for the
Palestinian cause and expresses the hope thatifalesll soon become a full Member of the
Organization.

The date of 29 November, chosen by the United Natfor this Day of Solidarity, serves to
remind the conscience of the international comnyuoftthe injustices and abuses suffered by the
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Palestinian people throughout its history. This dayst always be a time for reflection on justice,
equity, respect for human rights and the fundanigmtaciples of peaceful coexistence among
nations.

And so, on this day, Ecuador calls once again enirtternational community, in accordance
with international law, the principles of the Clearbf the United Nations and the many resolutions
of different United Nations bodies, to fully recepsm without exception, the rights of Palestine,
including self-determination and full participatiaithin the Organization.

Mohamed Morsy, President of Eqypt

[Original: Arabic]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, | am writing
to renew the full support of Egypt for the fratdrRalestinian people and its legitimate endeavour t
exercise all its inalienable rights, foremost amonbich is the basic right to establish an
independent, sovereign State with Al-Quds al-Shaa# its capital, on the basis of the terms of
reference of international legitimacy, which inaudseneral Assembly and Security Council
resolutions, the principles of international lamernational humanitarian law, the Madrid terms of
reference and the Arab Peace Initiative.

| am greatly distressed that, this year, the Irtgonal Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People is being observed while, at the same tisragel is carrying out an iniquitous attack against
Gaza. That affirms the need to take action toleedtel's unprecedented violations of the rightthef
Palestinian people and ensure that there are mitieps of Israel's tyrannical onslaughts agathst
Palestinian people. Israeli officials must be hetdountable before international justice for the wa
crimes that were committed during Israel's aggoessigainst Gaza in 2008/09 and for the most
recent attack.

Unquestionably, this iniquitous attack affirms tieed to strive for the establishment this year
of the State of Palestine, given the clear intéonat consensus on the need for it to be estallishe
and internationally recognized and gain United di&i membership, as has been reaffirmed by the
League of Arab States on many occasions and bilthement of Non-Aligned Countries in all its
documents, the most recent of which was the Ddatawran Palestine that was issued at the Tehran
summit.

Egypt, in coordination with the Arab Group and 8tates members of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, is exerting intensive effortsincrease the number of States that recognize the
State of Palestine from the current number of M@. hope that your esteemed Committee will
continue its rigorous endeavours, in which Egypd #me Arab States are currently involved, to
mobilize the necessary support and votes in faebtine General Assembly draft resolution to grant
Palestine the status of non-Member observer Statewiould be put to the vote on this day of 29
November 2012. We also hope that the Committee patkist in its efforts to urge the Security
Council to accept Palestine's request for full mership of the United Nations.

Here, | should like to underline that efforts slibble made to return to negotiations on the
proper bases. The Quartet failed to ensure thatepeegotiations were resumed, because there were
no specific terms of reference for the negotiatidreress that the settlement policy must be Halte
and a specific timetable determined, as well adearamechanism for following up any future
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negotiations, in order to ensure genuine implememtdy all the parties of the obligations that are
agreed upon.

In conclusion, | must commend the efforts that @mnmittee has exerted over the past year
and the many international meetings and seminaast ithhas arranged with a view to raising
awareness of Palestinian rights. | must also condemaeli practices and insist on greater support
for the just issue of Palestine.

With all my very best wishes to yourself and thewbers of the esteemed Committee.

Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India

[Original: English]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligianith the Palestinian People, | reiterate
India's unwavering support for the Palestinian pesstruggle for a sovereign, independent, viable
and united State of Palestine with East Jerusakeits a&apital, living within secure and recognized
borders, side by side and at peace with Israetndsrsed in the Arab Peace Initiative, the Quartet
road map and relevant Security Council resolutions.

We support the aspirations of Palestine for entdustatus at the United Nations. We played
an active role in supporting the efforts of thet&taf Palestine to secure full membership status at
UNESCO. We remain committed to Palestine's bidffdrand equal membership of the United
Nations.

India will continue to support the development aadion-building efforts of Palestine. During
the visit of President Mahmoud Abbas to India ipt8enber this year, we pledged an amount of $10
million as budgetary support for Palestine and esigthree memorandums of understanding for
development projects in the fields of informationdacommunications technology, vocational
training and construction of schools in Palestimglia also contributes $1 million annually to
UNRWA. We are also implementing developmental prigjan Palestine jointly with Brazil and
South Africa within the India-Brazil-South Africicamework.

We remain hopeful that talks and negotiations betwthe Palestinians and the Israelis will
resume soon, leading to a comprehensive peacessraod a final resolution of the conflict.

On this important occasion, on behalf of the peagléndia, | convey our best wishes and
greetings to the friendly people of Palestine

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of Indonesia

[Original: Indonesian]
[Unofficial trandlation]

On behalf of the President of the Republic of Inekia, allow me, in this year's
commemoration of the International Day of Solidantith the Palestinian People, to once again
convey a message of solidarity from the people @adernment of the Republic of Indonesia to the
Palestinian people.
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As Palestinians everywhere hope and pray for peateeir land; as they work in search of
their inalienable rights; and as they look forwaal the establishment of the sovereign and
independent State of Palestine with Jerusalemsasaipital, the people of Indonesia will stand
alongside them until the day their dreams becoraltye

Last year, President Mahmoud Abbas went befordJthieed Nations to convey the desire of
Palestine to be recognized as a Member of the iN#ions.

Strong encouragement and support of most Statesbigiesnof the United Nations, including
the Republic of Indonesia, filled the General AssniHall as President Abbas took to the rostrum
to request this long overdue and legitimate right.

Since then, more and more nations have continusdpport the Palestinian people's wish to
sit among other sovereign States in the Unitedddatias well as to establish diplomatic relations
with the State of Palestine as soon as it is asteda.

This year, President Abbas has announced Palssitmehtion, for the time being, of seeking
non-Member observer State status.

Indonesia will stand firm with the Palestinian pkeojn this quest.

We look forward to the day when Palestine and Issgleexist side by side in peace, and to no
longer bear witness to fear, hatred and violen@ée therefore remain to stand by the two-State
solution.

The future can only be temporarily designed bylitméed desires of the few; in the end, it is
always defined by the needs of everyone.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of the Islamic Repubic of Iran

[Original: Farsi]
[Unofficial trandation]

For more than 60 years, the question of Palestisebben the main issue for the free nations of
the world. The cruel occupation of Palestine dreldisplacement of its nation are considered not
only as the deprivation of the Palestinian peopfeisdamental and legitimate right, but also a
violation of everlasting human values and ignorthg wisdom, logic and common sense of all
humanity.

The crisis in the region, which has lasted for sgv@ecades, is the unpleasant consequence of
the occupation of Palestine. The expansionisitanstic and inhuman policies of the occupying and
fabricated Zionist regime has resulted in continiredability and violence in the region. Imposing
five wars on nations of the region, the killing amaprisonment of tens of thousands of people,
displacement of millions of others and the rec@urassion on Gaza are but clear indications of the
true nature of the uncivilized Zionists and thesiun they carry.

The failure of the international community in adseg the question of Palestine is the
product of the discriminatory and unilateral paiof some members of the Security Council which
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have resulted in the continuation of the crisis pnded a tremendous threat to international peace
and security.

The great Iranian nation, while declaring its fedllidarity with the suffering and oppressed
people of Palestine, reiterates its continued msuwpport for them. The Islamic Republic of Iran is
of the view that without paying attention to thegiteanate demands of the Palestinian people,
including the exercise of their right of self-det#nation and the elimination of all acts of aggiess
and occupation against them, as well as the regtoraf justice and dignity to them, it would be
impossible to find a just solution for the crisis.

It is obvious that the best solution for the quesnf Palestine would be holding a free and fair
election with the participation of all Palestiniamscluding Muslims, Christians and Jews. In this
regard, the essential, effective and legal rolthefinternational community, in particular the ot
Nations, in resolving the issue of Palestine ardirgnthe conflict is inevitable.

Undoubtedly, the era of Zionism and occupatiornvsro The future belongs to the great nation
of Palestine, to the other free nations and tageskindness and freedom.

King Abdullah Il Bin Al Hussein of Jordan

[Original: Arabic]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, we have the
honour to convey to you and all members of youtirtisished Committee our sincere thanks and
appreciation for your sustained efforts in defeatéhe inalienable rights of the Palestinian pepple
foremost among which is the basic and legitimaggtrito self-determination, and to realize its
aspiration to establish an independent, sovereigble State on its national Palestinian territory.

For many years the genuine efforts of the Commitiagee enabled it to play a vital and
effective role in gathering international suppant the Palestinian people and its just cause awnd ha
thrown light on the extent of its terrible suffeginthe difficult circumstances with which it has to
contend and the appalling injustice to which it bagn subjected, which offends all humanitarian
norms and moral values, as a result of the comtgnlgraeli occupation and its practices.

The Palestinian people continue to suffer as altresti harsh economic and social
circumstances, particularly in the Gaza Strip, tiruse circumstances have led to a huge increase in
levels of poverty, hunger and deprivation of dignéind the most basic rights of mankind, and
indicate the size of the historic injustice thafefiethat people. Those circumstances also require
unambiguous international action to end the suftgthat the Palestinian people endures.

The most recent Israeli onslaught on the Gaza Somstitutes a dangerous threat to security
and stability in the region of the Middle East ahe future of its peoples. That underlines the
pressing need to support all the regional andnatéynal efforts to maintain the ceasefire agreégmen
that was reached and assist the Palestinian peoplercoming the grievous impact of the attack.
Efforts must also be intensified to restore impdtu®ndeavours to revive the peace negotiations
between the Palestinian and Israeli parties, whilh aim of establishing an independent, viable
Palestinian State within the 1967 borders and Wituds al-Sharif as its capital, which will readiz
the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian pedplbe free and independent.
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The two-State solution, which enjoys internatiocahsensus, is the basis for ending the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It is also the waywmich comprehensive peace will be achieved in the
Middle East, and the international community musiudder its responsibility to urge all the parties
to seize the two-State solution, return to the tiagjon process and consider the various finalustat
issues before this valuable opportunity is lost.

Over the years, we have done all we could to foiwtae peace process and reach basic,
practical and realistic solutions to this conflidle recently hosted exploratory discussions inaword
and have cooperated with all the parties concemmedaking the proper conditions available to the
Palestinians and Israelis for direct and seriougotigtions in which they could discuss the final
status issues, namely, borders, Jerusalem, thgeresu security and water. However, Israel persists
in its intransigence, procrastination and unildteraasures, foremost among which is the continued
settlement policy, which aims to change the natdrderusalem and threatens its holy places, and
that constitutes a major obstacle to the successlloéfforts and has led to the stagnation of
negotiations and the stalling of the peace process.

Jordan, which will continue its efforts, in coopwa with the regional and international
parties concerned, to assist both parties to retmirthe negotiating table and resume the peace
process, will, at the same time, maintain its ¢¥f@o protect Islamic and Christian holy places and
support the people of Palestine and Jerusalem,enholy city is being subjected by every possible
means to all sorts of dangerous and tyrannical umeasin cooperation with the Palestinian National
Authority, Jordan will continue to urge the intetinaal community to shoulder its responsibility to
halt all these gross violations, which, if contidueould destroy peace efforts.

Jordan and the Arab and Muslim world are committefinding a comprehensive peace that
will restore peoples' rights and contribute to itrsscurity, stability and well-being and bring them
better living conditions and a brighter future. \Believe that the present opportunity may not be
repeated: the two-State solution, based on theedgterms of reference and the Arab Peace
Initiative, constitutes a real and unprecedentedodpnity to reach a comprehensive settlement.
Israel must take that historic opportunity beforasi too late. It is an opportunity that requires
courage, will, determination and resolution, anteafve and genuine involvement in the peace
process.

We commend the efforts of your venerable Commitigbich has at the forefront of its
priorities the need for sustained work towards soligion of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and
value your unremitting efforts to call for the msition of legitimate rights and for Palestine ® b
accepted as a non-Member observer State of thedJN@tions.

We congratulate you on your noble endeavours, ane tthat you will continue to garner
international support for the inalienable rightstioé Palestinian people. We also hope that it will
gain its legitimate rights and realize its natioagpirations and that its just cause will be vicias,
and support peace efforts in the Middle East.

In conclusion, we wish you every success in reackour noble goals, which we all support.
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Choummaly Sayasone, President of the Lao People’€Mocratic Republic

[Original: English]

As the world community commemorates the Internaiobay of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People, the Lao People's Democratiailitieptakes this opportunity to pay tribute to the
oppressed people of Palestine and reiteratesrtsstent and firm support for the just and legitina
struggle to recover their inalienable rights, abalk the right to self-determination and the
establishment of an independent and sovereign &taalestinian soil.

Today’'s commemoration underlines the importance @agency of finding a solution to the
guestion of Palestine and of addressing the plagfhthe Palestinian people, who live through
tremendous suffering and humiliation. It is witrage concern that we witness the volatile situation
on the ground throughout the Occupied Palestinianritory, particularly in and around East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.

In this regard, we join the international commundaycall upon Israel, the occupying Power, to
immediately cease all its unlawful colonizationtie Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, place a complete and indefinite freezallsettlement activities, and respond favourably
and in good faith to the international consensughis respect, so as to pave the way for an
environment conducive to the pursuit of peace amdsélvaging the prospects of achieving a two-
State solution, as enshrined in the Security Céuesplutions and other relevant United Nations
resolutions.

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic reaffirms libgg-standing solidarity with and
unwavering support for the Palestinian people @irthegitimate quest for dignity, justice and their
inalienable right to self-determination in theidependent State of Palestine, with East Jerusadem a
its capital, living side by side in peace with tBeate of Israel, with secure and internationally
recognized borders.

Finally, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic veblike to take this opportunity to wish the

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rigtitthe Palestinian People every success in its
noble endeavour

Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak, Prim e Minister of Malaysia

[Original: English]

On behalf of the Government and the people of Ma#ayl wish to express my sincere
greetings to His Excellency Mahmoud Abbas, PregidérPalestine, as well as to the people of
Palestine, on this International Day of Solidaviiyh the Palestinian People.

29 November 1947 was when the United Nations Géressembly adopted resolution 181
(1), which called for the establishment in Palestof a "Jewish State" and an "Arab State". Of the
two States to be created under this resolutiory, snhel has so far come into existence.

In the 65 years since the adoption of that hist@solution, the international community is still
struggling to find a just and peaceful solutionhe issue of Palestine.
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Despite condemnation by the international commutstyael continues its expansion of illegal
settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalemkeeps demolishing Palestinian homes and
uprooting Palestinian families. Over the yearsadsihas stifled the fledgling Palestinian economy,
eroded the social fabric of Palestinian society dadied Palestinians their fundamental rights, in
violation of international law.

The Palestinian people have a right to equal statdsrepresentation. In this regard, Malaysia
fully supports the application of Palestine for idember status in the United Nations.

Malaysia commends the Palestinian people's streagth courage in spite of the daily
hardships that they face. The plight of the Pal@st people has always been close to Malaysian
hearts. Malaysia will not waiver in its support fitre Palestinians and their aspirations for self-
determination and independence, with a sovereigite Sbased on the 1967 borders, with East
Jerusalem as its capital.

Mohamed Waheed, President of Maldives

[Original: English]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, I, on behalf
of the people and the Government of the RepubliMaldives, reaffirm the steadfast solidarity of
Maldives with the Palestinian people and our cdestssupport towards the establishment of an
independent State of Palestine.

Ever since the 1967 Arab-Israeli conflict, the Goweent of Maldives, as well as its people,
have greatly invested, both politically as welleasotionally, in the fight for an independent State
Palestine. The most important issue concerning g@acthe Middle East is the recognition of
Palestine as a State. We do not believe that tbare be a meaningful dialogue without the
acceptance of statehood.

Maldives strongly condemns the recent attack targehe innocent civilians of Gaza by Israel.
We are deeply saddened by the fact that dozensiobmthers and sisters have been killed and
wounded. Maldives considers it as a grave violaibthe human rights of the Palestinian citizens.
While the Government of Maldives welcomes the ameg for a ceasefire in Gaza, we reiterate our
call upon the international community to step ugpétforts in reaching a comprehensive, just and
lasting solution to the problems of the Middle Easstoring peace in the region and allowing the
people of Palestine and Israel to enjoy peaceilisgadnd prosperity in their own sovereign State.

Maldives believes that it is only through negobtas that a lasting peace can be found to the
conflict between Palestine and Israel. We repeatedhdemn Israel for violating United Nations
resolutions that call for the protection of thehtgyof the Palestinian people, which itself is pgsa
serious threat to international peace and security.

We believe that it is in the interest of the entifrnational community that a lasting solution
Is found at the earliest, resulting in a sovereigdependent, viable and united State of Palestine
living within a secure and recognized border, viitlist Jerusalem at its capital, living side by side
and at peace with the State of Israel.



40

Maldives once again reiterates its call in suppgrthe Palestinian bid for full membership of
the United Nations, and we firmly believe that altgh not an end in itself, this would be a good
beginning for the full realization of the Palestinipeople’s rights.

King Mohammed VI of Morocco

[Original: Arabic]

As the world commemorates the International Daysolidarity with the Palestinian People,
which was mandated by the General Assembly in 1978hould like to reiterate the full and
enduring support of the Kingdom of Morocco for tagitimate, inalienable and historic rights of the
Palestinian people, foremost among which is thétrig establish on its national territory an
independent State, Palestine, with Al-Quds al-$laarits capital, and to live side by side withaksr
in peace and security, in accordance with the driitations and international terms of reference.

On this occasion, | wish to express deep appreaidt all members of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the PaleatinPeople for their tireless efforts to resolve the
issue that is central to global peace and security.

This year, the International Day of Solidarity witthe Palestinian People is being
commemorated at a critical juncture, in view of thanges that are taking place in the whole Middle
East, and which make it imperative for us to defdrePalestinian question against any interference
or special designs.

Unfortunately, however, the persistence of the @Guwent of Israel in continuing to
systematically violate the resolutions of interoadl legitimacy, occupy Arab territory, pursue its
settlement and Judaization policy and confiscatel land property makes it impossible for the
international efforts that aim to end the occupatad bring about a just, comprehensive and durable
peace to succeed. Israel also continues to blgtamdlate international legitimacy, continuing to
excavate under and around the Al-Agsa mosque amahaage the religious, cultural and human
features of the city of Al-Quds al-Sharif.

In my capacity as Chair of the Al-Quds Committeemust draw the attention of the
international community to the dangers posed bgels continued pursuit of its plans to change the
legal, demographic and political status of the a@fyAl-Quds al-Sharif, and strongly urge the
influential international Powers to take actionajaply the requirements of international legitimacy,
in order to ensure that the city remains, as itdlasys been, a symbol of coexistence and peace
between the monotheistic religions.

The Kingdom of Morocco reiterates its deep concarar and strong condemnation of the
aerial attacks to which the Gaza Strip is subjecsddch have caused the deaths of many innocent
persons. Morocco also cautions against the negatipact on the security and stability of the region
of any escalation, and requests the internatiooaincunity to shoulder its responsibility to ensure
that the fragile, recently agreed ceasefire is taaied and that all disturbing developments that
could increase the lack of confidence between #ntgs to the peace process are suppressed.

Against the same background, we should like to evojet again the imperative need for
Palestinian reconciliation to succeed, therebyngtieening the Palestinians' negotiating position in
the peace process, and to affirm that a just, cehgmsive and durable peace in the Middle East can
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only be achieved through the establishment of dapendent, viable Palestinian State, with Al-Quds
al-Sharif as its capital.

On the basis of our belief that peace and securitige Middle East can only be realized when
aggressive practices against the helpless Pakestpgople are abandoned, and that the adoption of
the logic of force and imposition of the fait acqaimand crippling conditions do not contribute to
efforts to bring peace and security, we call ugenQuartet to oblige Israel to return forthwiththe
negotiating table and honour its commitments undlgted Nations resolutions and the agreements
concluded by the relevant parties, and to takeaei@n towards finding a just and durable resotuti
of the conflict, based on the solution of two S#dliging side by side in peace and security as the
realistic approach to ending this conflict, whicslendured for so long.

The United Nations is called upon today to shoultieresponsibility to accept Palestine as a
non-Member State, and we take this opportunity xpress once more our full support for the
Palestinian National Authority, under the leadgyshii His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas,
for this commendable step.

The Kingdom of Morocco, while it encourages supgortthe steps taken by the Palestinian
National Authority with a view to acquiring non-Méer status, underlines that negotiations are the
best way to recover the legitimate national righfsthe Palestinian people and establish an
independent Palestinian State.

In conclusion, we commend you for your sustainddresf to find a just resolution for the

fraternal Palestinian people and trust that God meivard your noble endeavours to regain that
people's legitimate rights.

Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of Namibia

[Original: English]

On behalf of the Government and people of the Rigpob Namibia, | would like to express
our appreciation to Your Excellency and, throughu,ythe Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, fayaaizing the special commemorative Day of
Solidarity with the oppressed people of Palestine.

This solemn occasion is a fitting moment to hightithe plight of the people of Palestine, who
have greatly endured hardship under the Israelimettion. We in Namibia have followed with great
concern the confiscation of land and the destrnatiohomes and means of livelihood to make room
for new Israeli settlements on Palestinian land.Weev this action as counterproductive to the peace
process in which the people of Palestine could baranteed the opportunity to exercise their
inalienable rights to self-determination.

As long as the people of Palestine are denied tigdit to self-determination, Namibia will
continue to extend its unwavering support and aalgl with them.

We fully support the aspiration of Palestine faf fuembership in the United Nations and its
specialized agencies. Therefore, Namibia looks &dnto the day when Palestine finally joins the
family of independent and sovereign nations.
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I would like to encourage the Committee on the Eiser of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People to redouble its efforts by kegphe plight of the people of Palestine high am th
agenda of the international community. Namibiagasember of the Committee, will continue to
play an active role until the ultimate objectivetbé establishment of an independent and sovereign
State of Palestine is attained.

Asif Ali Zardari, President of Pakistan

[Original: English]

By developing its State institutions over the legtiple of years, the Palestinians have once
again shown that they are an integral part of titermational community, something that has been
acknowledged by the World Bank and the Internatid@netary Fund. Its membership of UNESCO
in October 2011 was a proof of the legitimacy efdause, as well as the broad international support
that it enjoyed.

Pakistan has been an ardent supporter of the mgain of the inalienable right to self-
determination for the people of Palestine for osi@rdecades. On the occasion of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, hevernment and people of Pakistan reiterate that
our ultimate objective remains the creation of mshependent, sovereign and viable Palestinian State
on the basis of the pre-1967 borders, with Al-QaiSharif as its capital. We will also continue
supporting Palestinian statehood and the queseritianced status at the United Nations in the
interim.

Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation

[Original: Russian]
[Unofficial tranglation]

| congratulate you on the International Day of Satity with the Palestinian People.

On 29 November 1947, the General Assembly adopselistoric resolution 181 (II) on the
guestion of Palestine. Since then, the creatioilsafwn State has become the paramount objective
for your people. Mindful of the years of selflessriw by several generations of Palestinians and thei
aspiration for sovereignty, | am sure that thisscbye is attainable.

Russia strongly believes that a fair solution ® Balestinian issue is the main prerequisite for
comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle Eamsid the ongoing profound transformations in
the region, this task is becoming particularlyicak

As a permanent member of the Security Council amdember of the Middle East Quartet,
Russia intends to sustain its proactive supporttter efforts aimed at the achievement of a final
settlement to the Middle East conflict.

We have always supported the friendly people oéftale. You may rely on our practical help
in forming the grounds of Palestinian statehoodrasdlving other pressing problems in future.

| wish you, Mr. Abbas, success in your work andeageful future and prosperity in their
native land to all people of Palestine.
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Macky Sall, President of Seneqal

[Original: French]

As the recently elected President of Senegal, perased to be joining you for the first time in
observing the International Day of Solidarity wilte Palestinian People.

In my statement before the sixty-seventh sessioth@fGeneral Assembly last September, |
reiterated the unswerving support of Senegal armlipfCommittee for the establishment of a viable
and independent State of Palestine, with East diemsas its capital, living in peace with the State
of Israel, each within secure and internationadyagnized borders.

Achieving this vision means affirming the rule afM over force. It means keeping the promise
of the partition plan decided upon under the auttyhof the United Nations and with its guarantee.
Finally, and above all, it means offering to aletpeoples of that afflicted region, including the
Israelis, the opportunity for peaceful coexistefree from fear and violence.

While | welcome the ceasefire agreement conclude®Db November, | deplore the recent
Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip, as well as trgicued illegal practices ongoing in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, including confiscationland, construction of 797 new housing units in the
settlements, and activities designed to underntiaecontiguity of Palestinian territory and affeloe t
demographic character and multiconfessional hexiaigJerusalem, which is the holy city for the
three revealed religions.

| solemnly appeal to the occupying Power to comgty international humanitarian law in the
occupied territories and put a halt to its embangod “facts-on-the-ground” policies in order to ¢eea
conditions conducive to the resumption of the niegjon process, now at a near standstill.

| urge the Quartet to assume its responsibilitiethis area promptly.

Palestine's rightful place is within the commurfyfree and independent nations.

It is for this reason that | call upon all Membéat8s to support the request made by President
Mahmoud Abbas to confer observer status upon tae $f Palestine pending its full membership in

the United Nations.

May we continue to rally around this ultimate gaalhich is in fact the purpose of this Day of
Solidarity that brings us together.

Along with my heartfelt congratulations, allow mis@to convey to the dauntless Palestinian
people and its leaders the renewed expressionr@rmouragement and support.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka

[Original: English]

The International Day of Solidarity with the Pale&tn People serves to remind the
international community that the Palestinians aii# denied their right to self-determination,
independence and sovereignty, and dispossessedabf of their land. The people of Sri Lanka have
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steadfastly stood with the Palestinian people ieirtllecades-long struggle for justice and the
fulfilment of their inalienable rights, and will ntnue to do so.

Every possibility for peace, with a view to ultimt establishing an independent State of
Palestine, existing peacefully, side by side wihaél, must be actively pursued. Thus, the peace
process needs to overcome its current impasseolvRes this issue will also bring about peace in
the entire Middle East. The political unity and eemic advancement of the Palestinian people will
contribute to the viability of the two-State sotutj which Sri Lanka resolutely supports, in
accordance with United Nations resolutions. Wepeased that the Palestinian Authority, despite
severe political and economic constraints, has rpaalgress in institution-building.

Sri Lanka supports Palestine's application for adian as a full Member in the United
Nations.

Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand

[Original: English]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, the Royal
Thai Government wishes to once again join the mateonal community in reaffirming our solidarity
with and support for the Palestinian people inrtikkentinued struggle for their basic freedoms and
rights, especially their inalienable right to sedétermination.

This year is a special occasion for Thailand anted®iae, since our two countries have
officially established diplomatic relations sinceAligust 2012. This is recognition of Palestine’s
rights in accordance with Thailand’s long-standpasition, and a significant step towards further
enhancing our bilateral cooperation, especiallythe field of technical cooperation, which is
essential for building a future independent andleidalestinian State.

Thailand also hosted the United Nations Asian amdiffe Meeting in Support of Israeli-
Palestinian Peace in July this year. This megtmuyided an excellent opportunity to listen to the
perspectives of Asian and Pacific countries on tmwontribute towards the shared vision of such a
peace.

Looking ahead, Thailand wishes to emphasize thigtiinportant for all parties concerned to
exercise self-restraint and resume negotiationsrder to achieve a just, comprehensive, enduring
and peaceful solution to the situation in the MidBhst, on the basis of the relevant Security Gbunc
resolutions, the Quartet road map and the Arab éPdaitative. Attaining this goal should be
supported by all members of the international comitgu

In commemorating this International Day of Solitkanvith the Palestinian People, the Thai
people send their best wishes to the Palestiniapledor their future prosperity, good health and
peace.
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Abdullah Gul, President of Turkey

[Original: Turkish]
[Unofficial trandation]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soiigawith the Palestinian People, | would like
to reaffirm our support for the justified cause daditimate demands of the brotherly people of
Palestine on behalf of the Turkish people and nfiysel

We follow with appreciation the efforts exerted the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, wiiiak enabled the Palestinian people to reach out in
the international arena.

Developments in the Middle East and North Africaéndurther increased the significance of
finding a just, lasting and comprehensive solution the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In this
framework, recognition of Palestine at the inteoral level and ensuring national unity within
Palestine constitute the main priorities. It is possible to explain with any moral, political dedal
justification the deprivation of the Palestiniaropke of their right to a State, from which Israakh
benefited since 1948.

In this direction, one of the primary goals of theernational community is to solve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the Seagutiouncil resolutions, the road map and the Arab
Peace Initiative, and the establishment of an iaddpnt Palestinian State with East Jerusalem as its
capital, which will live side by side with Israel peace.

The recent tension caused in the region, raisddrbgli operation towards Gaza, has shown
once again the necessity of finding an immediaketism to the conflict.

Turkey will resolutely maintain its moral, materiahd political support for its Palestinian
brothers and sisters in the period ahead to overcih@ harsh conditions in which they live, and
make necessary contributions to the efforts ofrtternational community in this direction.

Turkey supports in the strongest terms the invtetitaken by the Palestinian Authority for
recognition in the international arena. | beliekattthe application for non-Member observer status
to be submitted by the Palestinian Authority, whiali be voted on by the General Assembly on the
meaningful date of 29 November 2012, will be evidddairly by the international community, and |
wish that the people of Palestine will attain tladeBtinian State that is their most fundamentditrig

By this opportunity, | reiterate, on behalf of therkish people and myself, that we will

continue to stand in steadfast solidarity with &alestinian brothers and sisters, and | extend my
sincere wishes for the wealth and happiness dP#testinian people.

Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of tle United Arab Emirates

[Original: Arabic]

On behalf of the Government and people of the Un&keb Emirates, | am pleased to express
to you and your noble Committee our great thanksagpreciation for your stance and the gracious
and noble efforts that you exert to increase thgpstt of the international community for the
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Palestinian question and expose the suffering eudiby the Palestinian people because of the
continuing Israeli policies of occupation and aggren against that people.

This year, our global demonstration of solidaritighathe Palestinian people comes at a very
critical stage of the Palestinian question, whefades a fork in the road because not only does the
path to Palestinian-Israeli peace talks remainkadcbut also the United Nations, to date, hasdail
to honour its obligations to the Palestinian peofileose obligations include recognition of an
independent Palestinian State with Al-Quds al-$has its capital, on the basis of its own relevant
resolutions, foremost among which is General Assgmngsolution 181 (Il) of 1947.

We in the United Arab Emirates are perturbed byrdgrettable outcome of the Palestinian
guestion, which gives no grounds for optimism foe tPalestinian people, any of the States and
peoples of the regions or other peace-loving pesopée hold Israel responsible for this devastating
international failure to resolve the manifold adpeaf the Palestinian issue, particularly at a time
when the military authorities continue their settent expansion campaign and their onslaughts on
the Palestinian territories, including the cityAQuds al-Sharif.

The United Arab Emirates rejects and strongly camue all those dangerous Israeli policies,
which constitute a major obstacle to the peacega®icand the extension of its strategic expansionis
plans, which aim to impose de facto demographiditipgl and legal change on the Palestinian
territories and draw up boundaries for the Isr&thte within the region at the expense of the
legitimate borders of the Palestinian State beiforesumes final status negotiations. We also hold
the United Nations and the Quartet member Stasgsorsible for Israel's continued occupation of
and aggression towards the Palestinian people.yT odare than ever before, we call for urgent and
effective measures to be taken to ensure protefuiaie inalienable rights of the Palestinian geop
to its homeland and its territory. Firstly, the ta Nations must recognize the Palestinian State
within the June 1967 borders, with Al-Quds al-Shas its capital. Such recognition will ensurettha
the Government of Israel, as the occupying Pow#kpe obliged to shoulder all its legal, moral and
political responsibilities towards the Palestin@eople, in accordance with the Charter of the White
Nations and the relevant resolutions of internatidegitimacy, as well as its other obligations end
the provisions of international law and the Fougneva Convention.

We also request the international community andJbartet to take a determined international
stand in support of the right of the Palestiniamgle to self-determination and end the historic
injustice to which it has been subjected by ensutinat justice is done. Real and greater
international political pressure must be broughbéar on Israel to end its illegitimate campaign of
building settlements on the Palestinian territgridismantle existing settlements, halt its attacks
against and lift its unfair and inhumane siegehef Gaza Strip, immediately release thousands of
Palestinian prisoners and cease its violationslafic and Christian holy places and its Judairatio
of Jerusalem, if a suitable climate is to be crkdte the resumption of peace negotiations that are
based on the principle of the two-State soluticat th provided for in the road map. We underline
that a just, comprehensive and lasting resolutioth@ Palestinian question and the situation in the
Middle East cannot be achieved unless Israel id legally accountable for its illegal aggressions
and acts and unless it withdraws completely frohtred Arab and Palestinian territory that it has
occupied since 1967, including the city of Al-QualsSharif, the Syrian Golan and the Lebanese
territories, in accordance with the Arab Peacadtiite.

In conclusion, | reiterate, on behalf of the Goveemt and people of the United Arab Emirates,
that our support for the unrelenting, just and eddtfuggle of the fraternal Palestinian people will
continue until it gains its freedom, independence tne right to self-determination and to establish
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an independent State on the earth of its homeRal&stine, with Al-Quds al-Sharif as its capital.
We urge the international community and, in patécuhe donor States and economic institutions to
increase their support and political, developmemnt economic assistance to the Palestinian people
and the Palestinian National Authority, in orderettable them to obtain freedom and independence
and a live a life of dignity in a homeland thateyg sovereignty and independence, just as all other
peoples of the world do.

Truong Tan Sanq, President of Viet Nam

[Original: Viethamesg
[Unofficial tranglation]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian people, 29
November, on behalf of the State and the peopl¥ief Nam, | would like to extend to Your
Excellencies, and through Your Excellencies to Badestinian people, greetings of solidarity and
warmest congratulations.

Viet Nam has consistently supported the just cafiske struggle of the Palestinian people for
their inalienable rights. Viet Nam is of the viewat the Arab-Israeli conflict, of which the
Palestinian question is the nucleus, can only Beedothrough peaceful negotiations aimed at a
comprehensive and just solution on the basis gfe@sg the legitimate interests of all concerned
parties, especially the fundamental rights of takegtinian people, including their right to estsbla
State of Palestine in their homeland. In that gpifiet Nam supports Palestine’s efforts to soon
become a full Member of the United Nations. VietnNaupports all efforts of the international
community that will bring the Middle East peace qass forward and urges the concerned parties to
work together to realize the achieved agreemehtss tontributing to peace and stability in the
region.

On this occasion, the State and the people of Nah reaffirm the strong support for the just

cause and the fundamental rights of the Palestpeaple. We firmly believe that the struggle of the
Palestinian people, with the strong support ofitlernational community, will achieve full victory.

B. Messages from Governments

Oman
[Original: Arabic]

On this occasion, | should like to express my grde and appreciation for your efforts, through
the Committee, to defend the rights of the Palestimpeople and enable it to exercise all its
inalienable rights, which have been affirmed by pumas Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions.

As we commemorate the International Day of Soliglasiith the Palestinian People, we should
like to commend your efforts and the assistanceé yba provide in gaining recognition for the
suffering of the Palestinian people that is causgdhe Israeli occupation. Oman's participation in
the commemoration of this International Day is loaea its unwavering policy with regard to the
Palestinian people and its repeated demand thest @anpd comprehensive settlement should be found
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to the question of Palestine that will permit thatérnal Palestinian people to live in dignity, pea
and security, like the other peoples of the warldide secure and internationally recognized barder
in accordance with the relevant international nesohs and the Arab Peace Initiative.

On the basis of the foregoing, we affirm that Onteas at the forefront of its priorities the
guestion of the Middle East and, in particular, #ohievement of peace and security, the just and
comprehensive resolution of the Palestinian issukethe need for Israel to withdraw from all the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, the Syrian Golad #re other areas in South Lebanon that remain
under occupation.

It is beyond question that the violations thateéirforces continue to perpetrate in contravention
of international humanitarian law and internatiohaman rights law in the course of such savage
onslaughts on the Gaza Strip as, inter alia, Oper&ast Lead, its attacks on such relief convays a
the Freedom Flotilla, the sustained siege thamigosed on the Gaza Strip, the policy of collective
punishment that is pursued in Gaza and other inhenpaiactices, including the continuation and
expansion of the settlement policy and establishnoémew settlements on Palestinian territory,
including in East Jerusalem, and the separationebahave shown the whole world that Israel does
not want peace. The international community is yodapressing its backing and support for and
solidarity with the Palestinian people and the eiserof its inalienable rights. It is also expragsis
hope that the necessary pressure will be broughé#m on the occupying forces to halt their policy
of violence and pursue the path of comprehensiaege

The Government of Oman, which welcomed the direegotiations that took place in
Washington, D.C., in September 2010 and the posthat was put forward by the United States of
America at that time, believes that encouragemeunstnbbe given to negotiations between the
Palestinian Authority and the Government of thedsiroccupation. In order to break the impasse,
settlement must be completely stopped, and Omagasutige international community to bring
pressure to bear on Israel in that respect. Thédveard, in particular, the United Nations must take
action and fulfil its obligation to find a just amdmprehensive solution. The Government of Oman
believes that if a Palestinian State is establiskigicin the 4 June 1967 borders and internationally
recognized as a full Member of the United Natiaghere will eventually be a just and comprehensive
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

In conclusion, we congratulate you again on youn @md the Committee's efforts and assure
you of Oman's absolute support for the Palestirpaople and for a just and comprehensive
settlement of the Palestinian issue on the basikeofelevant Security Council resolutions and the
Arab Peace Initiative.

South Africa
[Original: English]

The Government of South Africa joins the internasibcommunity in commemorating the
International Day of Solidarity with the PalestimiBeople.

The Government of South Africa, in line with itsmtpstanding, unwavering commitment to
Palestinian freedom, fully supports Palestine’s foidobserver State status at the United Nations,
which will be voted on at the General Assembly foddalhis vote coincides with the sixty-fifth
commemoration of the adoption of General Assemé$plution 181 (1) of 1947, which paved the
way for a two-State solution. The Government regatitis vote as a necessary step in the
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advancement of the Palestinian cause and calls afionountries to support Palestine in this
endeavour.

The Government of South Africa believes that thly eray to bring about lasting peace in the
Middle East is to have a comprehensive and undondit negotiated settlement to end the Israeli
occupation of the Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanes#ories and Israel’s continued blockade of
Gaza. This will contribute towards peace and secuhroughout the Middle East. The ongoing
delay in achieving such a settlement leads to @amding cycle of violence, as tragically witnessed
during the last two weeks once again, with susthigieort- and medium-range rocket fire from
Palestinian militants in Gaza into Israel and Inasessile and naval artillery counterstrikes inte
overpopulated Palestinian coastal enclave, leattintpe deaths of more than 150 persons and the
wounding of hundreds more, the vast majority of mhaere Palestinians, including many women
and children.

South Africa also remains strongly critical of tvegoing defiance of the Government of Israel
in refusing to halt the illegal settlement expansio the occupied Palestinian West Bank and East
Jerusalem, thereby complicating any possible resompf substantial negotiation. We therefore, on
this day, once again call on Israel to stop itsigyobf settlement expansion, including in East
Jerusalem, and to realize that the only way toeamehpeace is by creating an environment for a two-
State solution, where Israel will be able to exsgte by side in peace with a viable and fully
independent Palestinian State within internatignadicognized borders, based on those of 4 June
1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The Government of South Africa is of the view thatote by the General Assembly today to
grant Palestine observer State status in the UMNeggbns will assist in bringing about this long-
delayed outcome, seen by most of the internatiomaimunity as essential to satisfy the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinian people. As formesklent Mandela once said, “We in South Africa
can only really be free once our Palestinian brstiehieve their freedom.”

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

[Original: Spanish]
[Unofficial trandlation]

The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Veraay on the occasion of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, betted today, 29 November 2012, reiterates its
strong support for the self-determination and irdejence of the State of Palestine, under
internationally recognized 1967 borders, in accocgawvith General Assembly resolution 181 (I) of
1947 and relevant resolutions of the Security Couimecluding, among others, resolutions 242
(1967), 338 (1973), 446 (1979), 478 (1980), 13W0L, 1515 (2003) and 1850 (2008).

Venezuela condemns the repressive actions of tlaeligolitical and military elite, which
violate international human rights law and intelo@l humanitarian law, including the State
terrorism policy of targeted murders against theoigePalestinian people, who tirelessly fight for
fully exercising their inalienable right to selftdemination, expressed in the existence of a sayere
and independent State of Palestine, with East diemsas its capital, coexisting in a climate ofqeea
and security, in accordance with international law.



50

The Bolivarian Government condemns the recent amfitactions in Gaza by the occupying
Power, in particular the disproportionate and iodminate use of force, including bombings that
caused the loss of human lives, especially chil@nedh the elderly, and the destruction of buildings
and staple social infrastructure, making the alyadifficult situation suffered by the Palestiniaios
over 45 years increasingly difficult and traumatizing to the illegal occupation of their territory

Venezuela also reiterates its rejection of thegdleconstruction of settlements for Israeli
settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territorielsictv threatens the territorial integrity of the t8taf
Palestine. The Bolivarian Government demands theediate cessation of this policy and the
withdrawal of Israel, the occupying Power, fromdaderritories.

It also demands of Israel, the occupying Powertate the necessary steps to immediately
release the Palestinian prisoners, including chidid elected officials.

Moreover, Venezuela endorses the Solidarity Detitaraon Palestine, adopted during the
sixteenth summit of the Non-Aligned Movement, haldTehran, in which the Heads of State and
Government expressed, inter alia, “their deep tabed, due to the deplorable measures of Israel, t
occupying Power, the [Non-Aligned Movement] Comegtton Palestine was unable to convene the
Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting in Ramallah, Pstlee, on 5 August 2012, which had been
planned as a demonstration of the Movement's safydavith the Palestinian people. They
condemned Israel’s provocative action, in contréeenof international law and its obligations as an
occupying Power, which prevented the Members ofGoenmittee from witnessing firsthand the
grave situation in the Occupied Palestinian Tawyjtancluding East Jerusalem, and from directly
conveying to the Palestinian people and their leside the Movement’'s longstanding, principled
support for the just cause of Palestine and comemtnto the achievement of a just, lasting and
peaceful settlement of the question of Palestiraliiis aspects”.

The Government of Commander Hugo Chavez Frias stgpploe request of Palestine to
achieve the status of observer State within theéddnNations system. In this sense, the Venezuelan
authorities are hopeful that the State of Palesisnadmitted in the immediate future as a full
Member of the United Nations. In this order, then®ruelan authorities urge the United States to
abandon its obstructionist and intransigent atfifud/hich continues to prevent this legitimate
aspiration of the Palestinian people, presenteth®yPresident of the Palestinian National Authority
Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, from materializing.

Finally, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela makas urgent call to reactivate the peace
process that would allow two States and to movevdiod in a fair and credible peace process,
bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of the tehi Nations, including Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973), 425 (1978),7182002), 1515 (2003) and 1850 (2008), the
Madrid terms of reference, including the principfeerritory for peace, the Arab Peace Initiativiela
the road map.

That peace process must ensure an end to the ¢iccuphthe Palestinian territory and other
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967]udmng East Jerusalem, and the exercise by the
Palestinian people of their right to self-deterniimain a sovereign, independent and viable State o
Palestine, as well as a fair solution to the plightPalestinian refugees, on the basis of General
Assembly resolution 194 (111).
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C. Messages from Ministers for Foreign Affairs

Mourad Medelci, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Alg eria

[Original: French]

It is my honour to convey to you a message fromtkisellency Mourad Medelci, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, in commemoration of the Internaab Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People, as follows:

Commemoration of the International Day of Solidarwith the Palestinian People
affords us the opportunity to pay well-deserveldute to the United Nations for its prominent
role in focusing the world’s attention on the qumsbf Palestine.

It provides us as well with the opportunity to esgs our deep appreciation to Mr. Vuk
Jeremé for his skill in presiding over the sixty-severmsssion of the General Assembly and to
convey our appreciation to the Committee on therésge of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for its selfless labours.

On this solemn occasion it is fitting to turn otoughts, in a fraternal vein, to the
Palestinian people, victims of a conflict that maged for over 60 years now. At the same
time, we are moved by this observance to maintain support for a sustainable peace in
Palestine.

The twenty-ninth of November, enshrined under Galnassembly resolution 32/40 of
2 December 1977, marks a particular high poinhanhistory of the United Nations this year,
recalling as it does to the conscience of the wdhlat it must move beyond the duty of
solidarity to collective, resolute action to emaate the Palestinian people from the yoke of
occupation.

The peace-loving people inspired by the princiges objectives of the Charter who
come together each year in support of the Palaestimeople pose to the international
community the question of the future of Palesticradle of civilizations and religions since
time immemorial.

Algeria, whose support for this just struggle haser flagged, and which played host at
the birth of the State of Palestine when its esthbiient was proclaimed in exile in 1988, takes
this joyous occasion to renew its unshakeable aotid with the Palestinian people in its
legitimate quest to exercise its right to self-deieation and to live in peace in a sovereign
and viable State with Al-Quds as its capital.

Our meeting today is of threefold significanceislt of course, the anniversary of 29
November 1947, the day upon which the General Abseadopted resolution 181 (ll) on the
partition of Palestine.

It also falls at the same time as an important gviere consideration by the current
session of the General Assembly of Palestine’s esigéor recognition as a non-Member
observer State.
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It follows close upon particularly tragic eventsusad by Israeli military aggression of
unusual violence against civilians in Gaza, aggoesthat was premeditated and planned by a
highly equipped army.

This grim situation, which returns us to the immgasshich has characterized the
Palestinian situation for more than half a centaayses us deep sadness.

For how can we explain to the younger generaticat the 1947 resolution on the
partition of Palestine, which would have allowed talestinian people to obtain justice and a
State of their own, could not be implemented?

How can we accept the unjust, inhumane blockadeseg on Gaza and its people, who
are struggling to survive under an Israeli scorebadh policy and other practices that were
thought, following the defeat of Nazism and coldisra, to belong irrevocably to the past?

How can we accept that there has been no followsubhe recommendations contained
in the report on the Israeli military aggressioririternational waters against the humanitarian
flotilla produced by the Panel of Inquiry estabédiby the Human Rights Council?

How are we to understand the right to self-defahe¢ has been granted to Israel, while
that same right has been withheld from an entirepjee that is struggling against the
occupation of its land and against repeated mylitmgression whose aim is to break its heroic
resistance?

The time has come to put an end to the tragedhefalestinian people. They are the
target of a policy of victimization put in place the Israeli leaders and held sacrosanct so as to
legitimate violence, impunity and facts on the grdu The latter are used to fuel the conflict
created in the Middle East by those same leaders.

Swift measures are needed to eliminate the hareffetts and dangerous consequences
of this policy of blaming humanity as a whole, dipowhich absolves Israel of its crimes.

The international community cannot close its epethé Israeli policy of sowing hate and
terror, a policy that has resulted in thousandsicims, prisoners and exiles, as well as the
continued illegal construction of the wall of segtéon and the settlements, not to mention the
Judaization of the holy city of Al-Quds that is @ntly taking place.

These crimes cannot go unpunished. The Palest@aple must have justice. More than
ever, the Palestinians need the help and genugegement of all people of good will to put
an end to their travails.

The United Nations, which has a historic respofigibivith regard to the settlement of
this protracted conflict, must act urgently and isigely to put in place the conditions
necessary for the speedy implementation of its degisions.

In that context, the international community mustsp the exceptional nature of this
Day of Solidarity so that together we may welcona¢eBtine into our midst as a non-Member
observer State.
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Everything possible must be done to eliminate thases of despair and bring about a
rebirth of hope for a fair and lasting solutiorthe Palestinian question. That solution is within
our grasp and, it should be emphasized, remairtsatém the Middle East issue.

Algeria has just marked the fiftieth anniversaryitefmembership in the United Nations
and, in the aftermath of the achievement of inddpane by colonial peoples, it supports the
unique role of the United Nations, custodian o&inational legality, in the emancipation of
occupied peoples.

We also strongly urge the international communitypool its efforts to move the
Palestinian issue to a position of high prioritytba agenda of the United Nations in 2013.”

Bruno Rodriquez Parrilla, Minister for Foreign Affa irs of Cuba

[Original: Spanish]

As has become customary, pursuant to resolutiof03/ adopted by the General Assembly in
1977, this date is an opportune occasion every geaommemorate the day on which the General
Assembly adopted resolution 181 (Il) in 1947 on plaetition of Palestine. This led the following
year to the tragedy known as Al-Nakba, which resllin more than three quarters of historic
Palestine being seized by force, the destructiorb3#f Palestinian towns and villages and the
expulsion or displacement of 85 per cent of theuteton. Consequently, some 4.6 million Palestine
refugees still live scattered throughout the MidBéest.

On an occasion such as this, it is appropriateeédfirm our unequivocal solidarity with the
Palestinian people and Cuba’s strong and unwavesuqgort for all actions aimed at achieving
recognition of the State of Palestine on the baftbe pre-1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its
capital, and for Palestine’s right to join the @witNations as a full Member.

Despite the fact that Palestine’s just claim to rership of the United Nations is supported by
the vast majority, a few countries are strivingutedermine that aspiration. We believe that the
Security Council should rule on this matter withauther delay, and should do so in the affirmative
in accordance with the express desire of the ovelwimg majority of States. The General Assembly
must act decisively, in its own right, in the faafethe paralysis of the Security Council under #tre
of the veto of the United States.

Palestine has demonstrated its commitment to tHelateral system, working responsibly and
professionally within UNESCO, of which it becaméudi member State in 2011. Cuba vehemently
rejects the financial retaliation against UNESCOtbhg Government of the United States for its
decision to recognize the rights of Palestine lanting it membership.

The Palestinian authorities have made progresdrangthening their State institutions in
recent years. Numerous reports by the United Natiand other agencies have recognized the
stability of Palestinian institutions and the Paiteans’ ability to exercise their sovereignty as a
independent State.

However, the Israeli military occupation and ther@ase in attacks on the Palestinian people,
particularly in the Gaza Strip, together with theligy of illegal settlements and other colonial
practices, show that Israel wishes to take comfdhe entire West Bank, making it impossible to
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establish on the ground a viable Palestinian Stétan the pre-1967 borders and, consequently, to
resolve the conflict in a just and balanced manner.

We call for a peaceful, just and lasting solutienthe Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
defence of the inalienable right of the Palestirpaople to exercise sovereignty in an independent
State. The successive resolutions of the GenersérABly and the Security Council that call for
Israel’s withdrawal from the occupied territoridwald be observed.

We reiterate the need to redouble efforts to resdhe adverse situation of Palestinian
refugees, in accordance with the rules and priasigf international law and the relevant United
Nations resolutions.

The worsening political, economic, social and humaaian situation in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, as a result of Israel’'s awned illegal policies and practices, includingices
human rights violations and ongoing war crimesfiserious concern to both Cuba and the other
members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries.

My country reaffirms its opposition to the intems#tion of the lIsraeli policy of Jewish
settlements in the West Bank. That policy is acseriviolation of international law and is contréoy
the objectives of the peace process. It involves dhgoing confiscation of Palestinian land; the
illegal construction of settlements; changes todémographics of the population; excavations that
destroy the historical and archaeological heritafethe Palestinian people; the imposition of
arbitrary and racist travel restrictions throughtheé Occupied Palestinian Territory, particulary i
and around East Jerusalem; the demolition of houkeseviction of Palestinian families from East
Jerusalem; and the systematic destruction of thementary Palestinian economic infrastructure,
among other acts of incitement and provocationiegal attacks perpetrated by extremist settlers
against Palestinians and their holy sites. All loé tmakes the current situation very volatile and
dangerous.

In addition to the immediate cessation of thosesuess and practices, Cuba calls for an end to
the prolonged and illegal Israeli occupation ofeBahian territories, the immediate, unconditional
and complete lifting of the cruel and illegal blade of Gaza and the opening of border crossings
and checkpoints, in order to allow humanitarianaid essential supplies and goods to enter freely
and routinely and to facilitate the movement ofspas to and from the Gaza Strip. Similarly, Cuba
condemns the construction of the “Wall of Shameit isolates entire communities and hampers the
establishment of a Palestinian State.

The indiscriminate and disproportionate use of dranilitary force against defenceless
Palestinian civilians, the forced detentions, ahe torture, mistreatment and abuse of political
prisoners in Israeli prisons must cease.

It has been a priority for Cuba and the Movememioh-Aligned Countries to seek a peaceful
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict andd&fend the right of the Palestinian people to @zer
self-determination and achieve sovereignty in alependent State.

The Conferences of the Heads of State or Governwfetite Non-Aligned Movement have
reiterated this commitment at the highest levelriy the sixteenth summit conference, held in
August 2012 in Tehran, the non-aligned countreeexamined the protracted crisis situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 3atem, and expressed deep regret at the suffering
of the Palestinian people under the prolonged aunthblsraeli military occupation. Similarly, they
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condemned the continued denial of the Palestingaple’s inalienable rights, including the right to
self-determination, the right of Palestinian refegedo return to their lands and the right to full
enjoyment of their own sovereign and independeateStThey also supported the recognition of
Palestine as a State and its admission as a futhidde of the United Nations, convinced that the
achievement of this objective will be a major steprards the advancement of freedom, dignity,
stability and peace for the Palestinian people.

The international community cannot remain indiffarand silent in the face of the abuses and
violations perpetrated by Israel with impunity agdithe Palestinian people. The cycle of violemce i
that territory, including its spread into the Wé&snk, must be halted. The historical debt to the
Palestinian people must be paid.

On this momentous date, Cuba reiterates that itnwtl stop at calling for comprehensive, just
and definitive peace for the Palestinian people tedpeoples of the Middle East in general and
proper respect for all their rights. The Arab pesplithout exception, can always count on the full
support of the Cuban people.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highaesidawation. | reiterate the strong support of
the people and Government of Cuba and their saydaith the important Committee that you chair.

Koichiro Gemba, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan

[Original: Japanese]
(Unofficial trandlation)

On behalf of the Government of Japan, | would likeexpress anew, on the occasion of the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestimi&eople, my sincere hope for the realization of
peace in the Middle East wherein a Palestiniare&tatl Israel can coexist in peace and security.

Japan understands the Palestinians’ aspirationState-building and supports a two-State
solution through negotiations. Recognizing that #olution of the Middle East peace issue has
become a more urgent matter for regional stakalgyhe situation becomes more fluid in the Middle
East region, which has been undergoing historit@nges in the so-called Arab Spring, Japan
strongly calls for both Palestine and Israel taunes direct negotiations soon.

It is necessary for both parties to act to enhanatual trust and to resume negotiations. In
particular, Israeli settlement activities are alation of international law, and such acts go agfain
the efforts by the international community towatkds resumption of direct negotiations. Japan has
reiterated its call to Israel to fully freeze tlegtlement activities.

Regarding the situation in the Gaza Strip, Japdoosm®es the agreement on a ceasefire reached
by Israel and the Palestinian armed groups andglirdiopes that it will be a lasting one. In this
regard, Japan has been working to realize the fieaaad highly appreciates the mediation efforts
by Egypt, the United States of America and othdevant countries and organizations. Japan
continues to support the efforts of the internalasommunity towards the stabilization of the Gaza
Strip and progress of the Middle East peace proeessprovides its utmost cooperation.

Japan has been assisting the Palestinian peopissifig on humanitarian aid, assistance for the
State-building efforts, confidence-building, andchancing economic self-sustainability. Japan has
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extended assistance of approximately $1.3 billototal since 1993. In addition, Japan promotes
assistance to the Palestinians in cooperation Bast Asian countries and is planning to hold the
Conference on Cooperation among East Asian CosriorePalestinian Development next February
in Tokyo, with the attendance of East Asian coestrand international organizations. Japan will
actively promote assistance for the building ofitaife independent, viable Palestinian state.

Japan will remain actively engaged in the inteoratl efforts to achieve a just, comprehensive
and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Pierrot Jocelyn Rajaonarivelo, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Madagascar

[Original: French]

Allow me to pay tribute to the Chairman of the Coittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, His Excellencyléd Salam Diallo, thanks to whose energy and
dedication the Committee was able to complete @skwuccessfully again this year.

On this International Day of Solidarity with thel@stinian People, Madagascar is honoured to
add its voice to those of the entire internaticdmhmunity.

| am pleased to avail myself of the opportunityeodid by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon this
year on 29 November, as we observe the Interndtiaana of Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
to discuss the issues of peace, security and dawelot in Palestine.

Despite the passage of decades, the status oftiRalasd the peace process, which ought to
continue to aim for achievement of the two-Stat@tsmn, must remain our ultimate focus, thereby
justifying our enduring patience.

Recognition by the General Assembly of the StatPaléstine as a full Member of the United
Nations should be the first stage, serving as exeef the solidarity the international community
owes the Palestinian people.

In that context, Madagascar welcomes the appoirttraerd September 2012 of James W.
Rawley of the United States of America as Deputgctg Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process, a post equivalent in rank to that of AssisSecretary-General.

Our Secretary-General, His Excellency Ban Ki-mobas spared no effort in the quest to
resolve the issue of Palestine, launching intensteasultations with a range of regional
organizations and Member States with a view to d@deption by the General Assembly of a
resolution granting the State of Palestine theustaf a non-Member observer State of the United
Nations.

In this regard, we support efforts by the Quartebvercome current obstacles in order to
achieve a settlement before the deadline set éetid of the year and call on the Quartet partirers,
consultation with the parties, to lay out in thentog months a new and credible political path for
the future.

The Government of Madagascar also welcomes thenfisf the fourth session of the Russell
Tribunal on Palestine, held on 6 and 7 October 2012
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We are strongly opposed to continued settlemendsraiterate our call to the international
community to take specific, effective measuresdablgrael to break off its settlement activities.

We also commend the partnership agreement ingiadvanced by the Commissioner-General
of UNRWA, His Excellency Filippo Grandi, and the miter for Foreign Affairs of Australia, His
Excellency Bob Carr, the aim of which is to supgbg Agency’s main programmes.

Moreover, Madagascar is of the view that it wouddhighly useful for the Security Council to
dispatch a mission to the region to investigateoogtfor a lasting and appropriate settlement ef th
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Along with the international community, Madagasdsas a moral duty and a political
responsibility to put an end to the sufferingsha# Palestinian people, sufferings that have gone on
now for upwards of 60 years. It is therefore crlfoaus to show solidarity and redouble our efort
to succeed in achieving the long-awaited objectivepeace and development for the Palestinian
people.

Patricia Espinosa Cantellano, Minister for ForeignAffairs of Mexico

[Original: Spanish]

Historically, Mexico has supported the legitimatght of the Palestinian people to establish an
independent and sovereign State that is politicatlyg economically viable and coexists with its
neighbours within secure and internationally recoegh borders, a State that guarantees a peaceful
and prosperous future for the Palestinian people.

To commemorate this important date, Mexico reiesats support for all international efforts
to seek a comprehensive and definitive settlemethiteoconflict in accordance with international law
through dialogue between the parties.

Mexico pledges its unstinting support and assigtaioc the well-being of the Palestinian
people, in order to allow them to exercise thehts and bring about stability in the Middle East.

| wish you every success in all the activities tlaa¢ undertaken as part of this day of
commemoration, and take this opportunity to rengsvassurances of my highest consideration.

Albert F. Del Rosario, Secretary of Foreign Affairsof the Philippines

[Original: English]

The Philippines joins the international community delebrating the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

The Philippines congratulates Palestine on its esgfal bid for membership in UNESCO in
2011. The Philippines voted in favour of Palesimaembership consistent with its support for the
Palestinian people’s aspirations for self-rule aelfi-determination as well as greater participation
international bodies.
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The Philippines is strongly in favour of a two-$tagolution where an Israeli State and a
Palestinian State coexist peacefully. This isensonance with our policy to promote peace and
security in the Middle East.

The Philippines hopes that there will be progresthe peace process between the Palestinian

Authority and the State of Israel so that a regiwat has known conflict and animosity for far too
long may finally know peace.

Prince Saud Al Faisal, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

[Original: Arabic]
[unofficial trandlation]

It gives me pleasure on the occasion of the Intemmal Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People to commend the Committee on the Exercistheflnalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People for its efforts, since its inception in 19@Bdicated to defending the legitimate rightshef t
Palestinians, especially their right to self-deteation, and to establish their State, with East
Jerusalem as its capital, in implementation oflnéed Nations resolutions adopted in this regard.

The participation of the Member States to exprbsg tsolidarity with the Palestinian people
on this important day is the least that can be donemind us of the suffering of the Palestinian
people under the intransigence of the Israeli aangits continuous failure to carry out its dutkesl
obligations under the United Nations resolutionartipularly Security Council resolutions 242
(1967) and 338 (1973). Moreover, the Israeli feramntinue their disregard for international
condemnations for preventing the Palestinians fexxrcising their basic legitimate rights, a matter
that will negatively reflect not only on the Pala&n people but on the Middle East region as a
whole. Your esteemed Committee has already condirallethat since its first report in 1976, as the
Palestinian issue is undoubtedly the biggest proliéeing the Middle East for quite some time.

As the problem of the Middle East remains one o thiggest problems that hinder
international peace and security, and as the Istaklnization is almost the only one existing e t
world after the end of the era of colonialism ahd tlecline of apartheid, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia joins all peace-loving States on this dayrémind us of the suffering endured by the
Palestinian people manifested in the use of arnmedefto kill and terrorize the defenceless
Palestinian civilian population, the occupatiorttedir land and the expansion in building new Israel
settlements, the construction of a separating whé, arrest and imprisonment of thousands of
Palestinian prisoners and the use of forced dejpmnta

For your information, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiaver fell short in working towards the
establishment of peace and to put an end to thHergwg of the Palestinian people. Emanating from
the Kingdom’s commitment towards achieving a jusl aomprehensive peace, it presented the Arab
Peace Initiative, which emphasized the Kingdomimmodment within the Arab system to achieve
peace based on the rules of international law.

On this occasion, | reiterate, on behalf of Saudabla, the importance of continued
international support for the brotherly Palestinp@ople in order for them to secure their legitinat
rights. Furthermore, | call upon all States Menshbarthe United Nations to recognize a Palestinian
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State on the basis of the 1967 borders, with JeEmmsas its capital, and to support the Palestinian
guest to obtain full membership in the United Nasio

In conclusion, | would like to commend the effoofsyour esteemed Committee, wishing that
it continues its tireless work until the Palestitidbecome able to exercise all their legitimate and
natural rights, including the right of return teethlands within their internationally recognizethte.

Walid Al-Moualem, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Emigrants of the Syrian Arab Republic

[Original: Arabic]

| have the honour to address the Committee onritexriational Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People and to express my appreciatiorthie role that you play in convening this
important international gathering to remind the Moof the tragedy of the fraternal Palestinian
people, which continues to struggle to obtain égitimate rights to freedom, independence and
liberation from the occupation to which it has beabjected for 64 years.

This annual expression of solidarity with the P@hégn people symbolizes the stance of all
peoples that love peace and justice alongsidedtesthian people in its struggle to achieve thétri
of self-determination, which has been wrested fignand the right to establish an independent,
sovereign State, with Al-Quds as its capital, amitional territory, and to ensure the right afine
for the Palestinian refugees, in accordance withrtHevant United Nations resolutions, foremost
among which are Security Council resolutions 242670, 338 (1973) and 497 (1981), concerning
the occupied Syrian Golan, and General Assemblylugsn 194 (1ll), concerning the return of the
Palestinian refugees to their homes. Just and cgmpsive peace in the Middle East can only be
achieved through the implementation of those re®wis, which the international community has
unanimously determined should be the terms of eefe for any peaceful settlement of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, and through the revival of theape process that began in Madrid in 1991, and the
Arab Peace Initiative that was adopted at the summaeting of the Arab League held in Beirut in
2002.

This year, the International Day of Solidarity adgres with the renewed attempt by Palestine
to join the international family as a Member Stateéhe United Nations. In that context, the Syrian
Arab Republic renews its support for this legittenrend towards recognition of a free, independent
Palestinian State on the Palestinian territory thas$ occupied in 1967. If Palestine is granted the
status of Member State of the Organization thangzitogether the international family, it will
inevitably make a major contribution to the intdromal efforts to achieve just and comprehensive
peace in the Middle East.

We must stress here that this annual display oflaaty with the ordeal of the Palestinian
people that is the outcome of the continuation sfaéli practices that have been violating
international law for more than 60 years and whiohstitute a continual threat to the precepts and
principles of that law, and to the stability andrelepment of the Middle East, must remind us all of
the need to stress the latent causes for the deciedhe credibility of the international Orgartiaa
and in its effectiveness in bringing peace andil#tabo the world. The situation also prompts os t
give serious consideration to the need to reforenWited Nations in such a way as will ensure
international justice that is based on a commitnignéll States to respect and apply the Charter of
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the United Nations and ensure the firm establishiroka truly democratic mechanism for the taking
of international decisions.

Year after year, the Palestinian people has loakedrom its camps and housing in the
diaspora and from various countries throughoutwtbdd while initiatives come and go, statements
are made in one place and silence reigns in anatherthere is no change in their abject situation.
We may talk here about the long experience thaa3ws of the Palestinian issue, and its closeslink
with that issue, whether we refer to the recoveryhe occupied Syrian Golan or to the fact that
Syria hosts on its territory more than 500,000 §talen refugees. Israel continues to refuse to
recognize the right of the Palestinian people &ediom and life. It continues to build the racist
separation barrier and to tighten its stranglelaoid siege of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. As
for Israel's policy of biting off chunks of Palestin land, uprooting olive trees, expanding
settlements, confiscating the identity cards oftisalemites, destroying Palestinian homes, holding
thousands of Palestinian prisoners under arbitlatgntion and carrying out assassinations, it lays
the West's sermonizing on human rights and humgmitgliopen to serious question.

Finally, I should like, through this noble foruno, address the conscience of the world and ask
all States Members of the United Nations to giveosis consideration to the need to bear moral
responsibility for the suffering of the Palestinjp@ople and to make genuine moves to end its long
tragedy. That people, just like every other peaplthe world, has the right to realize its existaint
hopes and aspirations and live in security, digaitg freedom. That will never happen unless there
is a will to end Israel's heedlessness and itseoopt for United Nations resolutions and law, and
unless the major Powers stop putting politicalresés before all the moral and legal considerations
that mankind had been trying for centuries to firms$tablish and ensure respect for.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tunisia

[Original: Arabic]

Tunisia joins the international community in comnueating the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian people. This yeat&lebration coincides with some momentous
events in the history of the question of Palestthe, most important of which is the request of
Palestine to become a non-Member observer Stakee dfnited Nations.

This commemoration is also taking place just a Gays after a fresh Israeli assault on the
Gaza Strip resulted in the addition of hundred®alestinians to the scores of martyrs whose lives
the Palestinian resistance has steadfastly andadbnoffered up for more than 60 years, out of its
belief in the justice of its cause and in defenicthe Palestinian people’s usurped right to itsl|ats
honour, independence, justice, freedom and dignity.

In the age of democracy and human rights, Israebstinued occupation of Palestinian
territory is a raw wound on the human conscience. &lso a flagrant violation of international and
customary law and human rights instruments. Siree dadoption of the partition plan on 29
November 1947, the Palestinian people has enduest ardship and injustice. Never before has
the world seen such killing, destruction and displaent or such a suffocating economic embargo.
Israel has targeted essential facilities, bulldolzedl and destroyed property. It continues to defil
the land by building settlements, and it is forgedgead with its efforts to Judaize Jerusalem and
change its historical and geographical featurgg@paration for declaring it the capital of Isra&ll.
of this is taking place in the face of a deafenimgrnational silence.
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In view of those violations, Tunisia reaffirms it®nviction that the Palestinian question
remains at the heart of the conflict in the regiamg that it will continue to support that causalat
levels.

On this occasion, Tunisia calls on all internatiomad regional actors to support Palestine’s
request to be granted the status of non-Membemadrs8tate because it is a legitimate request that
is based on the Charter of the United Nations dmadrelevant United Nations resolutions. This
request is a test of the world’'s conscience andstgport it garners will be a gauge of the
international community’s belief in the fundamentalues that underpin peoples’ right to equality,
justice and self-determination.

Tunisia will continue to support the right of thal®stinian people to establish an independent
State, with Al-Quds al-Sharif as its capital, aeturn to its land, as well as all its other legdim
rights, which are spelled out in international lamd are universal moral imperatives. It calls dn al
Powers that believe in truth and justice to supp@tPalestinian people to attain its legitimaggti
to independence, and to reject all forms of ocdopaind the usurpation of territory.

D. Messages from intergovernmental organizations hlvang received a standing
invitation to participate as observers in the sessns and the work of the
General Assembly and maintaining permanent officeat Headquarters

European Union

[Original: English]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, the
European Union wishes to convey the following mgesa

The acceding country Croatia, the candidate caemithie former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland and Setbthe countries of the Stabilization and Association
Process and potential candidates Albania and BasmdaHerzegovina, as well as the Republic of
Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with thisesteent.

The European Union reaffirms its commitment to a-State solution and its conviction that
the ongoing changes across the Arab world maken¢leel for progress on the Middle East peace
process all the more urgent. Heeding the aspistadrthe people in the region, including those of
Palestinians for statehood and those of Israeliséourity, is a crucial element for lasting peace,
stability and prosperity in the region.

Ending the conflict is a fundamental interest ¢ turopean Union as well as of the parties
themselves and the wider region, and it can besgetithrough a comprehensive peace agreement,
based on the relevant Security Council resolutitims,Madrid principles, including land for peace,
the road map, the agreements previously reachdtiebparties and the Arab Peace Initiative. The

! Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedphlantenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the
Stabilization and Association Process. Icelandinaes to be a member of the European Free Tradeefiggnt and
the European Economic Area.
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European Union recalls the applicability of intdromal humanitarian law in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including the applicabildy Fourth Geneva Convention.

The European Union will make every effort, alonghnits partners in the Quartet as well as
Arab partners, to support the resumption of subisgnnegotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians with a view to achieving a two-Staikitson. The European Union is convinced that
helping the parties achieve the goal of a two-Sg¢atation is the most important way in which all
actors of the international community can showrtkelidarity with the Palestinian people.

The European Union followed with great concernditeation in the Gaza Strip and Israel and
deeply regrets the loss of civilian lives on boides. The European Union condemned the
indiscriminate rocket attacks from the Gaza Stmip israel. It welcomes the ceasefire that has bee
reached in the Gaza Strip and Israel and will cortiits efforts to ensure a sustainable solution to
the present situation in the Gaza Strip, as itelveb that this is crucial for ending all violencela
enhancing security in the region.

In addition to the strong support of the Europeamob for the negotiation process, the
European Union and its member States also show sbédarity with the Palestinian people in a
number of other ways.

The European Union commends the work of the Palasti Authority in building the
institutions of the future State of Palestine. Teropean Union is the largest donor to the
Palestinian Authority and a crucial political ancbromic partner of all parties in the region. The
European Union wishes to stress the crucial impodaf the continuation of the Palestinian State-
building process, which the European Union will thone to actively support.

The European Union continues to call for intra-Btgan reconciliation behind President
Mahmoud Abbas, in line with the principles set outhis speech of 4 May 2011, as an important
element for the unity of a future Palestinian Statd for reaching a two-State solution.

The European Union and its member States also slodidarity with the Palestinian people
through their support of the activities of UNRWAdaremain the Agency'’s largest, most predictable
and reliable donor. The contribution of the Europémion up till the end of May 2012, including
that of member States, represented 66 per cent dbaor contributions to the Agency’s regular
budget.

In this context, the European Union urges all mamloé the United Nations to increase their
financial support for the Palestinian Authority dod UNRWA.

The European Union will continue to work with itarmers within the Quartet, as well as with
the other actors of the international communitycémtribute to a comprehensive settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. The European Union will conde to provide political and financial support to
this effect and, in so doing, will continue to sappthe Palestinian people in the pursuit of its
legitimate aspirations
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Organization of Islamic Cooperation; Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary-General

[Original: Arabic]
[Unofficial trandlation]

This international meeting taking place on 29 Nobemevery year to commemorate the
International Day of Solidarity with the PalestimiReople, in accordance with a General Assembly
resolution, is but an affirmation of continued miational solidarity with the Palestinian people& an
of the responsibility of the international commuyriwwards the Palestinian cause.

On this occasion, | am pleased to express profgrattude and appreciation to the United
Nations and all its organs. In particular, | wolilee to thank the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People fereiffective efforts and initiatives in support béet
Palestinian cause. This contributes to the reiefoent of international solidarity with and support
for the just struggle of the Palestinian peoplesgain their legitimate rights.

We are meeting today under a very dangerous adlitiomate for the cause of Palestine and
Al-Quds al-Sharif. Indeed, Israel, the occupyiaccg, has intensified its illegal policies with thien
of isolating Jerusalem from its Palestinian neighthood, changing its demographic nature and
killing its identity through continuous construgtiof settlements, the apartheid wall, confiscatbn
properties, restriction of movements and desecraifdslamic and Christian holy places. Israel has
also continued its violations and attacks whichehmade it impossible for the Palestinian people to
exercise their legitimate rights. It restricts ithdaily lives and undermines the unity of their
territories. These attacks constitute a seriesldatant infringements of international law, tfeaifth
Geneva Convention and United Nations resolutiortss Tvould ultimately scuttle the chance to
establish a contiguous and viable Palestinian stiaken the 1967 borders.

Israel’s escalating military aggression and thegdil blockade it imposes on the Gaza Strip are
not only a collective punishment against 1.5 millalestinians in the Strip; they also represeat th
continuation of a war crime against humanity, whietist stop. | would like, from this platform, to
call on the international community and the Segu@ibuncil to assume their responsibilities and to
take the measures necessary for the immediate ticess# the Israeli aggression against the
Palestinian people, and for lifting the unjust #&raclosure imposed on them, ending their
humanitarian suffering, providing them with protent and facilitating the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the Gaza Strip.

Palestine’s accession to full membership of UNES&Dyear is an international recognition
of Palestinians’ rights. This achievement illustgatoncrete and positive support for the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinian people. In this mghcan confirm the absolute support of OIC foe t
Palestinian political efforts and endeavour to wbt@cognition for the State of Palestine at the
United Nations. | also assure you of our constappert for the inalienable rights of the Palestinia
people, foremost of which is the right to estabbshindependent Palestinian State within the 1967
borders and with Jerusalem as its capital.

Notwithstanding the hindrances faced by the Paliesti issue, the plight of Palestinian
prisoners held in Israeli detention centres coutstst a case of denial of justice. It is a crime
illustrated by the worst and most unjust inhumaacpces perpetrated by the Israeli occupation
against Palestinian prisoners. In the light of tive¢ at the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
affirm our commitment to the mission of the prisangist as we support their resilience. We call for
effective action in order to defend their basidtgg internationalize their issue and ensure thiat i
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included in the agenda of the General AssemblytheadHuman Rights Council, to compel Israel, the
occupying Power, to respect the principles of maéipnal humanitarian law and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

In conclusion, | would like to seize this opportyrtio confirm again the support of OIC and its
solidarity with the Palestinian people in theirceffto reclaim their established national rights,
including their rights to return, to self-deterntioa and to establish an independent Palestiniate St
on Palestinian land occupied by Israel since 196h Jerusalem as its capital, and to arrive aisa |
solution to the issue of Palestinian refugeescaoelance with Security Council resolution 194)(lll

E. Messages from civil society organizations

International Progress Organization (Vienna)

[Original: English]

Exactly a year ago, on 29 November 2011, | expresbefore this august gathering, my
concern that “talk of peace has become virtuallanmegless” in the face of continuing aggression
and occupation of Palestinian and Arab land, anahogéver more hostile and determined strategy of
the occupying Power to continuously expand contngdr and possession of Palestinian territory,
including exploitation of its resources.

This policy has not been reversed, or even softeimedny way since our last meeting; over
decades, subsequent Governments of Israel hawsvédl a strategy, and worked out corresponding
legislation, to create ever “new facts on the gdiuithis has now resulted in a situation where what
is at stake is the very viability of the State @fld3tine, which requires a contiguous territory and
sovereign control over its resources, including st essential of all under the conditions of the
Middle East: water.

The recent confrontation between Israelis and Baiass, in fact a war against the population
of Gaza, has highlighted once more, and in a nmagid fashion, the predicament of the citizens of
Palestine, living under the de facto occupatiom gfowerful neighbour: any move on their part to
exercise their legitimate rights,and to resist aggion or pervasive control over their daily lif,
immediately dismissed as an illegitimate act agdhes occupying State.

In this context, namely, under such conditions fééative military domination, the people of
Palestine have an understandable interest in hatieig inalienable rights acknowledged by the
international community. When the occupying Powestto undermine their bid for statehood and
continuously expands its colonial settlements ia Balestinian territories, it is only fair — and
perfectly reasonable — that the Palestinian Auth@spires to the status of non-Member observer
State at the United Nations.

This is an exercise of the inalienable right tof-determination, and not an illegitimate
“unilateral act”. Let us be clear about that tethre expulsion of the Palestinians from their native
land in 1948 was a unilateral act; the extensiothefborders of the State of Israel by militaryctor
was a unilateral act; the annexation of East Jmmsand of the Syrian Golan Heights were
unilateral acts; the expropriation of Palestiniand, the building and continuous expansion of Jewis
settlements were, and are, unilateral acts by tdocepying Power, not to speak of the innumerable
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violations of international humanitarian law, inrgeular the provisions of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, in the course of these acts.

In contrast, a people’s claiming its inalienablghtito self-determination and, consequently,
statehood, and expecting the international commuaitecognize this step, is not a unilateral act i
the meaning of the law.

Especially in light of General Assembly resolutid8il(ll) of 29 November 1947, it is entirely
appropriate that the world Organization, under vehasispices we are assembled today, accords
recognition, and in a legally specific way, to thalestinian people’s sovereign decision to establis
their own State in the land of their fathers.

Since last year’s application for full membershiptee United Nations, however, it has again
become painfully obvious that the Security Courtméicause of the veto rule, is unable to act on this
matter. This has highlighted the role of the Gehn&ssembly, which, according to the Charter, is in
a position to acknowledge the existence of Palestia a State without the intercession of the
Security Council, albeit in the category of obserda view of the universal membership of the
Assembly, the democratic legitimacy of such a decisf eventually taken, is beyond any doubt. Let
us not forget that more than 130 States MembetbefUnited Nations have already individually
recognized the State of Palestine.

Observer State status will, inter alia, enable Riadestinians to claim their international legal
rights without third parties as intermediaries -d @nwill potentially be an important step towards
ending impunity for violations of international hamtarian law by the occupying Power in
Palestine.

All those who are committed to international denaggrand the rule of law will certainly reject
the pressure exerted by some States upon the iRalesAuthority to agree to an amendment to the
draft resolution before the Assembly that would lyrjhat the State of Palestine does not accede to
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal @olihe end of impunity for the commission of
international crimes in Palestine could indeed heimportant and substantial contribution to a
peaceful settlement of the underlying conflict, s@ang that the Security Council has already
applied, and upheld, in other conflict situatiorisene it created ad hoc tribunals or referred sduat
to the International Criminal Court as a measuragetstore or maintain international peace and
security.

We also have to reject all forms of economic pressand political threats vis-a-vis the
Palestinian Authority in connection with the dradsolution on observer State status, such as the
withholding of tax revenues that rightfully belong the Palestinian administration. To link the
exercise of an inalienable right to punitive measweffectively amounts to political blackmail; such
acts are totally illegitimate and diametrically ogpd to fundamental principles of the rule of |&uv.
its current session, on 24 September 2012, the r@leAssembly solemnly confirmed those very
rules, and | quote: “We recognize that the ruléawf applies to all States equally ... and that respec
for and promotion of the rule of law and justiceosld guide all of their activities and accord
predictability and legitimacy to their actior?s.”

The reality on the ground in Palestine could nofupther away from this lofty ideal.

2 General Assembly resolution 67/1, para. 2..
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The International Progress Organization sinceralpes that the international community,
represented in the General Assembly of the UnitedioNs, will follow up on the eventual
recognition of Palestine as observer State andaddiédional legal or political measures so that the
strategy being followed by the occupying Power olonial expansion in the West Bank, which
threatens the very viability of the Palestiniant&tand of collective punishment, in particulartiod
population of Gaza, will come to an end. As regadhgspolicy vis-a-vis Gaza, the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, David Cameron, has already ated in 2010 that the Israeli blockade has
turned the Gaza Strip into a prison camp: “Let mde.clear that the situation in Gaza must change.
Humanitarian goods and people must flow in botedaions; Gaza cannot and must not be allowed
to remain a prison camp.lt is high time that, after the recent armed confation, which was again
characterized by a totally disproportionate usefaste, the provisions of the “Understanding
regarding [a] ceasefire in [the] Gaza Strip”, spwas by Egypt, be implemented in their entirety,
and that the siege be lifted without any furthdage

The turmoil and uprisings in the region must notnfisread. The old colonial — or imperial —

tactics ofdivide et impera (divide and rule), practised since the end ofRlet World War, will not

be effective on the core issue of the Middle Easiflct in the long term. The peoples in the Arab
world and the wider Middle East, though undergangrocess of profound change in terms of their
political aspirations and identity, will not be rieid about the causes of the suffering of theirhest

in Palestine, or eventually simply forget aboutécause of their preoccupation with domestic
affairs. Trying to buy time, and delaying a justdapermanent solution of the Palestinian issue
indefinitely, is a dangerous gamble under the arstances of geopolitical transformation in the
entire region.

Let us hope that events at United Nations Headergam New York, which, later today, will
document the support of a large majority of thennational community for a sovereign Palestinian
State, will also convince the occupying Power aadillies to reverse course and seek a permanent
settlement of the dispute on the basis of justit mutual respect. Only a policy inspired by these
principles will ensure security and sustainablecpan the interest of all peoples in the region.

Mennonite Central Committee (New York)

[Original: English]

On the occasion of the International Day of Soligawith the Palestinian People, the
Mennonite Central Committee reaffirms its commitiném peace, justice and human rights for
Palestinians and their neighbours. We do so whiteimming the recent escalation of violence in
Gaza, the victims of which, both Palestinian amddh, bear solemn testimony to the wide disparity
of power between these peoples. Thus, as we conagimiorms of violence, we call for the
dismantling of systems and structures that perpetopression by maintaining power and privilege
for some at the expense of others.

3 Speech delivered in Ankara, quoted in “Britainiing Gaza a ‘prison camp’, Cameron condemns Israel
blockade”,New York Times, 28 July 2010.

* According to point 1 (c) of the agreement, the & which was distributed at a news conferenc€airo on 21
November with the Secretary of State of the Un&tates and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egythe
opening of the Gaza border crossings should hage tealt with “after 24 hours from the start of teasefire”.
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As a Christian organization, we make this statenmmeight of our allegiance to Jesus Christ,
who taught us to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9), erondd the futility of violence (Matthew
26:52), and offered a vision of liberation and igestfor all peoples (Luke 4:18-19).

Lamentably, the latest violence between Israelds Ralestinians is but one episode in a wider
conflict, the root causes of which must be addiksseorder to secure a just and lasting peace.
Informed and challenged by both our Palestinianlarakli partners, whose very lives are at stake in
this conflict, we call for a just resolution basadthe following principles:

* A commitment to respect human rights as outlinethéaUniversal Declaration of Human
Rights and international covenants and conventions

* An end to the Israeli military occupation of the $Wd3ank, the Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem as called for by Security Council regmigt242 (1967) and 338 (1973)

» A shared Jerusalem in which the spiritual signifa of the city for Christians, Muslims
and Jews would be recognized; Jews, Christians Muaslims should all be able to
worship and practise their faiths freely and selgurethe land

* An end to discriminatory confiscation and distribat of land and water resources,
including those practices prohibited by the Fo@#meva Convention, and, in accordance
with the ruling of the International Court of Justi the dismantling of the illegal
separation wall

» Justice and security for Palestinian refugeesalisdcfor by General Assembly resolution
194 (111).

We acknowledge that we do not approach these issmiesaconnected outsiders, but with full
recognition of our own national Governments’ rale®ither perpetuating or helping to resolve this
conflict. We lament and repent of our complicity thre injustices that have taken place, whether
through military aid or unjust economic structur@fie Mennonite Central Committee remains
committed to advocating for a just peace to ouctekk officials in Government, as well as at the
grass roots in our communities and churches.

As members of a global Church, we humbly seekue but our faith while respecting our
global neighbours of different faiths. Moreover, geek to be in solidarity with the unique struggle
of our Palestinian Christian sisters and brothadsta listen to their voices, in particular as egsed
through the Kairos Palestine document (www.kairtesgiane.ps), which declares this prophetic hope:

“In the absence of all hope, we cry out our crhope. We believe in God, good and just. We
believe that God’s goodness will finally triumpheswthe evil of hate and of death that still persist
our land. We will see here ‘a new land’ and ‘a rfewnan being’, capable of rising up in the spirit to
love each one of his or her brothers and sisters.”

Finally, we pray that the God of mercy, compassjostice and truth would move in the hearts
and minds of the powerful and the powerless to msv®ward a better future for all.
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NGO Working Group on Israel-Palestine (New York)

[Original: English]

The NGO Working Group on Israel-Palestine at thateédh Nations extends it warmest
greetings on the International Day of Solidarityhathe Palestinian People.

The Working Group is a coalition of diverse orgati@ns that have met since 1999 to share
information and advocate for a just peace betwserel and Palestine.

The Working Group maintains that a just settlenwérthe conflict between Israel and Palestine
would be in accord with all international, humarnaa and human rights laws and agreements. The
Working Group supports the centrality of the Unitédtions and Security Council resolutions 242
(1967), 338 (1973) and 446 (1979). Accordingly,e tWorking Group understands that a just
settlement would include, but not be limited ta tbllowing principles:

Uphold the rights of all civilians to feel securéhin their own borders
End the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza

Uphold the rights of refugees and displaced persons

Reaffirm East Jerusalem as part of the OccupieglsBalan Territories
Reaffirm the application of international law tedsl and Palestine.

The Working Group supports the rights of the Palest people to self-determination. We
recognize the draft resolution for an upgrade ilefme’s status to observer State as an expression
of that self-determination.

The Working Group supports a non-violent resolutidrthe conflict and sees violence as an
impediment to peace. It recognizes the ongoingaesibility of all actors, including international
third party actors, to contribute to the resolutudrthe conflict.

The Working Group maintains that a just and lastogace will occur when all people’s
inalienable human rights will be protected, theicuwity ensured and the demands of justice will be
fairly and impartially respected in conformity wittternational law.

To this end, on the occasion of the Internationay Df Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
we affirm our deep commitment to the Palestinianpgbe and to all persons of good will in the
region, looking forward to a time when the rightsath are recognized and all will be able to live i
harmony and peace.

NGO Working Group on Peace (Geneva)

[Original: English]

The NGO Working Group on Peace, which includesWerld Young Women’s Christian
Association, the Women's International League fead® and Freedom and the General Arab
Women Federation, again this year joins women amd @l over the world in observing the
International Day of Solidarity with the PalestimiBeople. As organizations that have a long history
of working on issues of peace with justice, we hesmessed the Israeli-Palestinian conflict since
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1948 and journeyed in solidarity with the peoplehrs region. We stand in search of lasting and
durable peace with justice for all people of therldijoand especially in this region on this special
day, the International Day of Solidarity with thal€stinian People.

We share this statement with deep pain, anger #iikleef at the violence we have just
witnessed this very same month in Gaza, and theadtapon civilians, especially women and
children, in Palestine and the whole region.

We know that only by addressing the fundamentaseani this conflict, that is, the occupation
by Israel, can genuine peace be achieved. Thehgalgitaeli occupation of Palestine ends will be the
dawn of real peace. It is a contradiction to exgesdple to live in peace and with freedom curtailed
by the walls of occupation, with no real rightsaitizenship and no real status under international
law. There can be no lasting peace until Isradiakl accountable for its continued breaches of
United Nations resolutions and international rusingnd until the international community demands
that both sides are equally accountable for uphgltihe law. Like others, we welcome the ceasefire
just agreed, but we know the limitations of a cé@esgt is but a temporary measure.

We ask for real accountability of all parties invedl in this crisis. The governing authorities on
both sides, especially the Government of Israel taedPalestinian Authority, and other institutions
owe it to their citizens, their children and thewn future to break this impasse. There are nunserou
United Nations resolutions on this issue, but th@iplementation is lacking. It is urgent to have
peace with justice, based on granting the Palastipeople their inalienable right of return, trghti
to statehood and the full rights and obligationdarrinternational law which statehood confers.

Since the adoption in 1977 of 29 November as tmeialnobservance of this Day of Solidarity,
we have stood solid and expressed our quest farepgastice and protection of human rights and
dignity. We affirm the principles and commitments the role of women in conflict prevention,
peacekeeping, conflict resolution and peacebuildmgnshrined in Security Council resolution 1325
(2000).

On this special day we make this call on:

(a) The United Nations, through the Security Couand the General Assembly and its
other mechanisms, the United States of Americatla@di\rab League to demonstrate the courage to
take measures to end occupation, as a means &imgreeal peace with justice and building a secure
region in which women, men and their families cajog their freedoms and human rights;

(b) The Government of Israel, the Palestinian Atitii and the international community
to take meaningful and profound steps towards gndatupation and to implement the agreed upon
United Nations resolutions, most importantly Geh&ssembly resolutions 181 (lll) ,194 (lll), 242
(1967) and 338 (1973), as the basis for buildingcBevith Justice in the region;

(c) The international community to remain in sofidawith the people of Palestine and
provide the necessary humanitarian support to ittens of violence, and ensure continued efforts
to secure lasting peace;

(d) The women and men of the world to demand impletation of international human
rights laws and United Nations resolutions, actitmsards just peace and accountability for the
commitments already made on Palestine, as a pahotEasure of solidarity.




