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Question of Palestine:

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People;

(5) Report of the Secretary-General

1. The PRESIDENT: I should like to propose that
the list of speakers in the debate on this item be
closed tomorrow, Friday, at 12 noon. May I take it
that the General Assombly agrees to that proposal?

It was so decided.

2. The PRESIDENT: I call on Mr, Massamba Sarré,
of Senegal, in his capacity as Chairman of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People.

3. Mr. SARRE (Senegal), Chairman of the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People Simerpretatlon from French). A
year ago, the General Assembly reiterated the appeal
of the International Conference on the Question of
Palestine, held at Geneva from 29 August to 7
September 1983, for the convening of an internation-
al peace conference on the Middle East. In endorsing
the idea of such a conference, the Assembly ex-
pressed its will and commitment to the view that
peace in the Middle East can be achieved thmufh
promoting sincere dialogue among all the s
concerned. This position itself was the result of a
dual awarencss: awareness of the fact that the path to
peace, however long it may be, must give precedence
to dialogue over the force of arms; but also awareness
particularly of the fact that the time factor is of
paramount importance in the search for peace and
that, if no action is taken, the international commu-
nity could be exposed to disastrous consequences in
the Middle East region.

4. Guided by these considerations and bi; the
mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly in
resolutions 38/58 A and B, the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People has in the course of the past year focused
most of its attention on efforis to promote the
convening of the aforementioned conference, thus
supplementing the actions taken by the Secretary~
General, to whom we wish to pay a tribute for his
untiring efforts in the cause of the Palestinian people.
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5. It will be recalled that in section INl of the
Programme of Action for the Achievement of Pales.
tinian Rights,! which was adopted by the Internation-
al Conference on the Question of Palestine and
endorsed bg' the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth
session an¢ whose implementation was entrusted to
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, the following is
specifically stated:

“The International Conference on the Question of
Palestine, convinced of the important role of
wotld-wide public opinion in resolving the ques-
tion of Palestine, and in the implementation of the
Declaration and Programme of Action, urges and
encourages:

*(2) Non-governmental organizations and profes-
sional and popular associations to intensify their
efforts to support the rights of the Palestinian
people in every possible way;

“(9) Parliamentarians, political parties, trade
unions, organizations for solidarity and intellectu-
als, particularly in Western Europe and North
America, to join their counterparts in other parts
of the world in giving the_nr.SupFort, where it has
not been done, to an initiative which wouild
express the desire of the intornational communit
to sec the Palestinian people at last living in’ their
?m independent homeland in peace, fresdom and
lsn“y.' 7.
It is therefore basically within the context o1’ increas-
ing the awareness of the international community in
the gromotxon of the objectives put forward b¥ the
Conference that I wish to place the work of the
Committee in presenting its report [4/39/35].
6. In accordance with resolution 38/58 B, the
Committee organized a North American non-govern-
mental ¢ tion symposium on the question of
Palestine from 25 to 27 June 1984 in New York.
That symposium, which was the first of its kind, had
genglpncipltion of more than 60 organizations
bl 7 U S nd
ys of productive
American Declaration, which is annexed to the
Committee’s report [il;id., annex IV).
7. In that declaration, whose obvious interest
makes it worthy of our attention, North American
non-governmental organizations not only expressed
support for the convening of an international confer-
ence on peace in the Middle East but also committed
themselves to co-ordinating and stepping up efforts
to mobilize public opinion and Governments in
favour of the inalienable right of the Palestinian
?ple_ to build a State within the historic borders of
alestine.
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8. “The partioularly encouraging results of this sym-

Jostum led the Conmmitteg to organize at Geneva two
moenths later, from 20 to 22 August, an international
noitgovernmental organization meeting on the ques-
tion of Palestine. Some 100 organizations from all
over 'the world participated in that meeting and
adopted a resolution which is important for more
than one reason. They not only committed them-
solves to campalgning fn their respective countries in
favour of an international peace conference on the
Middls East, but also decided to establish an interim
co-ordinating committco on Palestine. This is pactic-
ularly #ncouraging, as the interim committee is
composed of organizations from the United States,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and France,
and also, and above all, from the occu?ied territo-
rgs—gpecifically the West Bank~and Isracl.

9. Another outstanding aspect of the meeting was
that the non-governmental organizations decided to
launch a cam‘paign to collect signatures from among
the peoples of the entire world in favour of convening
an international conference on peace in the Middle
East, That campaign was launched on 29 November
1984--the International Dar of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People—and will end in one year, on 29
November 19835,

10. At the request of the participants in the Geneva
meetinf, we decided to include their important
resolution in the Committee’s report [Ibid., annex V].

11. In addition to these activities involving non-
governmental organizations, the Committee orga-
nized at Tunis, from 14 to 17 August 1984, the ninth
United Nations Seminar on the Question of Pales-
tine. That seminar brought together parliamentarians
and scholars from 17 European and African countries
and resulted in an appeal to all parliamentarians
throughout the world to step up their national action
to enable people better to understana the realities of
the question of Palestine. It is appropriate to stress
here that, at this critical stagc in the efforts of the
United Nations to improve the chance of a negotiat-
ed solution, the sufpon of scholars, parliamentarians
and other influential groups is an important element
in mobilizing public opinion in favour of the solution
sought by the United Nations.

12. This is only an outline of a few of the most
noteworthy activities of the Committec during the

t year. There were many other activities, by the
mﬂnmem of Public Information and by Commit-
tee representatives at various international confer-
ences. | shall not dwell on these, for they are sot out
clearly in the report.

13. The international community has come to
recognize that the question of Palestine is at the core
of {he Middle Esst conflict and that enjoyment by the
Palestinian people of its inalienable rights is indis-
pensable for the solution of that problem. Those
rights have repeatedly been reaffirmed by the Gener-
al Assembly and include the right of the Palestinian
people to sclf-determination without outside interfer-
ence, its right to national independence and sover-
eignty, including the right to establish its own State
in Palestine, and the right of Palestinians to return to
their homes from which they have been displaced
and uprooted and to regain possession of their
property or to receive compensation if they do not
wish to return, Moreover, acting objectively and on
the basis of the realities, the Committee recognized
the right to exist of all States of the region.

14, Tt will be recalled also that, at the request of the
General Assembly, the Committee on the Excreise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People drew
up a prograimme for tho attainment of these rights
which has beon endorsed many times by the General
Assambly by an overwhelming majority, Howover, as
everyone kuows, the Securlty Council has been
unable to take action on these rccommendations
owing to the opposition of one of its permanent
members. As I have already said, any proposal aimed
at solving the Palestinian problem without taking
into consideration the essential factors of thesc
recommendations is doomed to failure and would,
indeed, perpetuate a situation which imperils inter-
national peace and security.

15, Wo have reached a critical, decisive stage in the
process of restoring Palestinian rights, Each day that
passes without progress on the path chaited by the
Committee merely complicates a situation which,
unfortunately, is alread‘{ difficult. The gradual an-
nexation of the illegally occupied territories, the
increagingly repressive measures taken against the
Palestinian population, and the cycle of violence
clearly demonstrate that it is hx%\ time to reach a just
and lasting settlement of the Palestinian question.

16, In its report, the Committee again reaffirms the
validity of its recommendations [/bld., annex I} and
requests the Assembly to insist once more that the
Security Council adopt positive measures to imple-
ment these recommendations, on which action
should have been taken long ago. Moreover, the
Committee reaffirms the validity of the recommen-
dations of the International Conference on the
Question of Palestine, held at Geneva in 1983,
emphasizing especially that the international com-
munity must begin immediately to focus its activities
on the necessary preparations for convening the
proposea international peace conference on the Mid-
dle Bast, a3 endorsed by the General Assembly in
resolution 38/58 C, with the participation of all the
parties concerned.

17. In this connection, 1 wish to reiterate the
Committee’s deep appreciation of the contacts initi-
ated by the Secretary-General, While the Committee
regrets the negative position of certain countries, it is
none the less determined to pursue s efforts to
ensuse that the conference is convened scon, for it is
convinced that the holding of this conference will be
an important step towards the settlement of the
question of Palestine. We call aow on all the parties
concerned to rise above emotion and passion and to
co-cg‘eme in the achievement of a positive result in
the interests of peace and justice.

18. With that goal in mind, the Committee is
gmi_cu:lﬂy encou! by the massive support given

y the international community to the proposal on
the convening of the conference and by the mounting
evidence that these recommendations are now better
known and understood throughout the world. Other
positive factors are the notable increase in interest in
the question of Palestine and the militant support of
non-goveramental organizations for the Palestinian
cause.

19, It cannoi be repeated too often that the present
situation in the Middle East is a constant reminder to
the international community of the urgent need to
increase efforts to find a sofution to the Palestinian
problem.



S8th ncetlng—~6 December 1984 18%7

20. There is no better proof of this urgency than the
situation which poersists in the occupied territorles.
Today, 17 years after the 1967 ocoupation, more than
a thitd of the land in the West Bank has beon
confiscated by the Israeli authorities for the establish-
ment of settlements, At the samo time, lsrael is
tightening its grip on tho wator resources of the
ocoupled teiritories, the use of which by the Palostin.
fan population is limited by hawsh restriotions.
21, Thus, as time passes, Israel is transforming the
West Bank and Gaza 1nto a pool of cheap labour and
an outlet for its produots through the restrictions
imposed by the Israeli authorities on the establish-
ment of new industries, :
22, This process of stifling the economy of the
occupled territorics contributes to emptying them of
their most educated inhabitants, increases their de-
pendence on Israel and is a denial of everf;thing that
g}igtht serve as the beginning of a future Palestinian
ate.
23, The salvaging of the occupied territories {s mose
than ever inseparable from a political solution of the
Palestinian question. Dialogue among all the parties
concerned, including, first and foremost, the Pales-
tinian people, is a necessary part of that process.
24, On 29 November I had an opportunity to say
something that I will repeat today: “Peace is one and
indivisihle.”
25. We consider that at this critical stage it is
imperative that efforts be redoubled in order to find
a just solution to the question of Palestine and to put
an end to the unnecessary suffering of the Palestinian
Yeople and others in the region, We appeal to the
nteinational community to shoulder its responsibili-
tfy within the context of dialogue in order to ensure a
elicitous solution to this tragedy that has lasted for
niearly 40 years. The Commitice on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peo?le urges
you to work to assure that such a dialogue will begin.
26. The PRESIDENT: I now call on Mr. Victor
Gauci, of Malta, Rapporteur of the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin-
ian People, to present the report of the Committee.
27, M. GAUCI (Malta), Rapporteur of the Com-
mittes on the Exercise of the Inalicnable Rights of
the Palestinian People: M{Zpresgntation of the report
of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palsstinian People [4/39/35] in reality
symbolizes another year of festering conflict and
wrongs unsighted. On the question of Palestine, the
time now come not 20 much to spesk of many
things, but rather to concentrate on a few of the main
clements of this tragic issue.
28. If we reaily wish, again, to spesk of many
things, there are enough details in phs 18 to
89 of the report to demonstrate clearly the present
disheartening state of affairs. Those paragraphs, as
well as other more specific reports referred to therein
or presented before the Assembly’s Special Political
Committee, contain more than enough evidence to
prave conclusively—if any proof were really need-
ed—that all is not well in the State of Palestine.
29, ‘tnose same paragraphs also contain enough
cvidence to convince any objective observer berond
a reasonable doubt that a continuation of the policies
currently applied on the spot cannot bring about
reconciliation, let alone the peace which the protago-
nists claim to scek and for which the Committee, by
consensus, has striven strenuously for the past eight

ears, In so doin§, the Committee was only shedding
ight and concentrating attention on the key issuo by
furthering almost 40 yeass of effort by the United
Natlons to bring about a solution to the Arab-Israeli
confliet in the Middlo East.

30, It st in all candor also be admitted that the
evidence contalned in tlose paragraphs provides
ample ammunition to fuel a heated debate, Regratta.
ble as this may be, it is not, howegver, what the
Cominittee seoks, An acrimonious round of bitter
recrimination, of acousation and counter-acousation,
repeated year in and year out, is neither a formula
nor a substitute for peace, What is even worse, it
provides convenient ammunition for those who
contend that secking a solution through the fn‘o sed
international peace conference on the Middle East is
not likely to succeed, judging by the outcome of the
past debates,

31, The Committes novertheless has to stress with
reﬁxct that the contents of the report cannot but
reflect the untenable situation on the spot. Truth
cannot be suppressed. There is no question that the
cycle of violence goes on, In addition, it cannot be
denied that many years after the flurry and expecta-
tion raised by partial apfroaches and shuttle diplo-
macy, the situation remains grim. It cac be summed
up in a few brief but poignant seutences.

Mr. Wasluddin (Bangladesh), Vice-President, took
the Chalr. :
32, Small, friendly Lebanon is in turmoil, with
much of its territory ocoupied. Resentment runs riot
in the occupied territories, with popular protest being
subdued by massive milita repression, Violence
erupts sporadically. Unperturbed, disdainful of pub-
lic opinion and legality, and against oPposition rom
within and from without, Israel continues its illegal
ssttiements and annexation policies in the occupied
tesritories, policies which are universally held to be
an obstacle to peace. ‘

33. Peaceful initiatives on the spot are conspicuous
by their absence. Instead, the policies of fear, hate
and force predominate, lavishly fueled by sophisti-
caied weapons, to the detriment of economic devel-
opment. To say that this is a bleak background is to
put it mildly. To repeat the details is merely to
deaden their impact.
34, Let us therefore stick to the essentials. Is there
0o ray of hope to pierce this persistent gloom? The
Committee believes that there is. The Committee
itself has shown the riglhit path, and it must continue
its labours until its recommendations are followed
through and the goal achisved. Here, very briefly, are
the main reasons for our undimint X
35. Fiost, the recommendations of the Committee
tedly endorsed by the General Assembly and
mquemly further refined by the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine, held at
Geneva in 1983, are the only—I repeat—the onl
formula adopted’ by international consensus whic
advocates a procedure permitting all the protagonists
in the conflict to be involved in the search for a
comprehensive solution based on justice and interna-
tional law.

36. Secondly. the real nature of the Palestine ques-
tion is now widelg known in all four quarters of the
%!obe, again thanks to the efforts of the Committce.

ime and time again, without exception, in all the
regions where seminars and symposiums have been
organized in the past few years, our audiences—even
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the. moust sceptical among them—have been con-
vittced that the recommendations of the Committee
stand the most rigid tests of fairness, legality and
peaceful scope, overlooking the vital interests of none
of the Jarotagonists and hence likely to last if imple-
mented. The Chairman of the Committee has ‘fust
provided the highlights of our activities in this ficld
and. I need not therefore repeat them,

37. Thirdly, we have gathered sup?ort from hun-
dreds of ‘non-governmental organizations, trade
union representatives, journalists and members of
the dcademic community in advocating action and
redress for the practical attainment of the rights of
the Palestinian people. A spontaneous campaign to
obtain signatures favouring peace is already under
way..

38. Fourthly, and perhags most important, we are
advocating an approach through the Security Coun.
ofl, first bringing about contacts and rapprochement,
thea promoting a comyrehensive solution and subse-
quently even providing Tgparantees to ensure its
observance If necessa?'. is laborious procedure is
g;oof enough that the interests of no single-parti' will
> overlooked, Those who claim the contrary clearly
misunderstand the Committee’s approach.

39. This background provides the positive thinking
behind the recommendations of the Committes this
year, contained in paragraphs 155 to 160 of its
report. Those sound and peaceful recommendations
stand in marked contrast to the sense of despondency
and despair in that volatile and violent region. But in
order to succeed, we need the positive contribution
of all concerned. As stated in paragraph 160 of the
report: “The Committee . . . strongly recommetds
that international action shouid henceforih concen-
trate on the ?reparations necessary for the convenin%
of this Conference and contribute to its successful
and peaceful outcome.” We therefore carnestly trust
that ali nations in this Assembly will no logr delay
in responding to this call, and we urge the -
G?ﬁ::ﬂd to pursue the ve'iant efforts he bas already
initiated.

40. In essence, what we would be doing in 1984 is
start on the unfinished part of the solution envi

in 1947, In 1947, the partition plan did not enjoy
unanimous backing, but one side of the plan was fully
implemented. Many ecvents have taken place in the

area :ifng then wl‘i,icthl;ave cau;ed ¢ on the
map of the ut have not brought peace
or security. The one event that has ngt taken place is

the most mental and enlightened of all: it is the
free and unfettered act of self-determination by the
Palestinian . In 1984, therefore, the interna-
tional backing for this overdue act of self-determina-
tion by the Palestinian ﬁeople is almost unanimous;
it obviously provides the essential ingredient of a
lasting solution,

41. So many opportunities in the past have been
missed; history provides the record and the events
and on-the-spot evidence. But the window of oppor-
tunity is not yet closed. The Assembly this year
should ensure that the window remains open and
should encourage the Security Council next year to
strive ener‘;ctxcally to finalize the necessary prepara-
tions for the international peace conferenice on the
Middle East. All the spadework has been done; all the
ingredients of a solution are before the Council
awaiting its final touches and backed by its supreme
authority. Furiher delay would be prejudicial to the

prospects, It is time to replace reckless rhetoric by
sober statesmanship and a specific sense of 'purs)ose.
As with all problems, if we just put one foot firmly on
the ground before the other, keep our heads cool and
co-operate spontancously, we can succeed.

42, As my defegation stated when it replied to the
letter from the Secretary-General, dated 9 March
1984, concerning the convening of the international
peace conference on the Middle East:

“The potential benefits of such an approach
cannot be overemphasized. In particular, the
Ezesnt senge of drift and despair in the Middle

st could be transformed into an energetic mo-
mentum for a concerted search for peace. That in
itself, and Dy itself, would be a significant develop-
ment on the fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations.” [4/39/231.)

43, it is, I submit, no longer proper for individual
countries to invoke procedural difficulties against a

‘comprehensive aprroach, which in any case is now

not only the conclusion of the Committes but also
the unanimous recommendation of the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine. The protag-
onists themsgives need encouragement to overcome
inestia, The final solution will need universal backing
and effective support—guarantees if neced be, not
based on the force of arms but on the common
benefit of peace, Hard work and long negotiations
will be required, but a start and an essential change of
ditection arc necessary now.
4. The mutual concessions that will be required
fro.n Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion [PLO]J to clinch a peace settlement would be
more likely to be achieved in a package deal in a
comprehensive solution enjoying unanimous and
universal support.
45, Permit me to end by once more acclaiming the
leadership and dedicated service of Mr, Sarré, who
has guided us through another year of hard work. I
also wish to express my appreciation to all members
for their own contribution and for the assistance they
have extended to me in my eight years of rapporteur-
ship of the Committee.
46. The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is Mr.
Farouk Kaddoumi, the Head of the Political Depart-
ment of the PLO. I call on him in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 3237 (XXIX).
47. Mr, KADDOUMI (Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization) (interpretation from Arabic): | am pleased to
congratulate Mr, 3 on his election to the
presidency of the thirty-ninth scssion of the General
Assembly and, through him, to greet his friend!
counta, Zambia, and its great President, Kennet
Kaunda, who has always supported the just struggle
of our Palestinian people and of the peoples of the
African continent and the non-aligned States. I am
confident that Mr. Lusaka's wisdom, extensive ¢x-
perience and firm belief in the principles of justice
and peace will guarantee the success of the work of
this session.
48. 1 am also pleased to take this opportunity to
express thanks and appreciation to his predecessor,
Mr. Jorge Illueca, whose valuable efforts in conduct-
ing the work of the Assembly’s thirty-gighth session
greatly contributed to the results achicved.
49, I wish to congratulate most warmly the State of
Brunei Darussalam on its accession to independence
z;?d. its admission to membership of the VJnited
ations,



88th mecting—6 Decomber 1984

1879

50. 1cannot fail (c note with appreciation the great
efforts of the Secrotary-General in-the interest of
world peace and in affirming the role-of the United
Nations, notwithstanding the attempt to-deéstroy its

~ efforts, 1 should also like to emphasize our full

confidence in him and our continucd readiness to co-
operate with the United Nations in achieving seouri-
ty and a just peace in the Middle East.

51. We meet today as we approach the fortieth
anniversary of the establishment of the United
Nations, which came into existence in the wake of
the most atroclous experience in the history of
mankind—the Second World War. The United Na-
tions came into being to establish a system to govern
relations among States and nations based on respect
for the right of peoples to freedom and indepen-
dence, as well as on co-operation and equalit ¢ instead

- of exploitation, oppression, domination and aggres-

sion.,

52. The world community continues to be faced
with numerous dangers to world security and peace;
many peoples, including the Palestinian mlp,
contite to be denied their basic rights as set forth in
the Charter of the United Nations.

$3. As I said in an earlier statement before the
Assembly, I can find hardly any other issue which,
like the question of Palestine, the United Nations has
had to face since its establisl;ment and which has
remained a constant item on its agenda since 1947,
54. From 1947 to the present time, the General
Assembly and the Security Copncil', as_well as
numerous United Nations committees and special-
ized agencies, have adopted many resolutions, all of
which affirm that the Palestinian people, like the
other peoples of the world, have a natural right to
:‘reeddom. independence and sovereignty in their own
and,

55. In spite of all these resolutions, the results and
realities have been quite different: Palestine was
usurped in its entirety, the majority of its people were
displaced and became refugees, their property was
expropriated and they were subjected to a series of
systematic pogroms and massacres, from Deir Yassin
11119 812948 to the massacres of Sabra and Shatila in

56. In nearly 40 years, Isracl has deliberate!i' and
flagrantly violated every decision, every resolution of
the United Nations. Is it not trut table that
Israel continues to occupy & seat in the Assembly?
That is a sad anomaly and an affront to.alf the ideals
and values for which the world Organization we:
established. o

$7. What is the significance of the cogstant pres-
ence of the question of Palestine in the agenda of the
General Assembly ever since the establishment of the
United Nations? We have no doubt that this fact
indicates deep understanding and full recognition by
the international community of the gross injustice
that befell the Palestinian people, as well as the
necessity to find a just and lasting solution to this
problem in spite of all the difficulties and challenges.
It further very clearly indicates that the international
community rejects Israel’s continued policy of force,
oppression and occupation against our Arab Palestin-
ian people.

58. In spite of the inability of the United Nations to
find practical means to bring abou: respect for, and
actual implementation of its resolutions, because of
the United States policy of hegemony and obstruc-

jungle, a world free of the poli

tion and its absolufe bias in favour of Isragl, the
political and moral power represented by the will and
resolutions of thte United Nations is the expression of
the adherence by the international comimunity to the
piinciples of the Charter, principles which we all seek
to respect in, the face.of the.policy of. force and
aggression, . . . 7 . omw s .

59, In this sense, we consider that the struggle of the
Palestinian people for freedom and independence is
the cause of all of you as much as it is our cause; it is
the cause of the United Nations aiself, It is a cause
that concernis humanity as a whole, for it is a cause of
right and justice which represents the aspirations of
the international community to establish a better
world in which peoples enjoy their freedom and
sovereignty, a world not governed by the law of the
of force, a wosld in
the image of the Charter which Members of the
Organization signed 40 years ago. Co

60. During the general debate and the debate on the
situation in the Middle East, we listened carefully to
the statements of Presidents and of representatives of
Member States, 1 do not think I exaggerate when I
say that the overwhelming majority of the speakers
seemed to sharg a common point of view regardin
the question of Palestine. They stressed that Israel,
which occuples Palestinian and Arab territories,
should withdraw from all of them, including Jerusa-
lem. The overwhelming majority of the international
community condemned the policy of occupation,
expansion and settlement pursued by Israel in the
occupied territories and called for the cessation of
those practices, as the continuation of that situation
in the Middle East constitutes a tinder-box which
threatens the security of the entire world, :

61. We have noticed almost total-.?steement that
any just and lasting solution to the situation in this
région should inciude, first and foremost, a sojution
to the question of Palesting, the core of the conflict in
the Middle Such a solution should be
based on ¢nabling the Palestinian people to recover
their lﬁltlmate inalienable rights, including the right
to self-determination, to the credtion of an indepens
dent state on its national soil and to return to that
land. An acceptable framework for the search for
such a solution is the United Naticas and its
resolutions nainin% .
Such a solution should be reached through convening
ay international peace conference on the Middle East
et BLO the s suoer Fowers o
parties, 1 , the two

XA S e
cs 0 ming
oftpemﬁdeomidgrthemobethewle
legitimate representative -of the¢ Palestinian people
and that, therefore, it is impossible to ignore its role
and its right to participate in all international efforts
aimed at finding an acceptable solution to the Middle
East crisis and the question of Palestine.

62. This is the will of the Organization, which is
reflected in the overwhelming majority of the state-
ments of Member States and in the numerous
resolutions adoptzd by the Assembly over the past
years.

63.  On the other hand, we heard some statements
which represented a total departure from the general
opinion of the international community and an
absolute disregard of United Nations resolutions.
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These statements wera delivered by the representa-
tives of the United :States and Israel. .. :

64.°“The United States President, Mr. Reagan, de.
clared before ‘this “Assembly ‘at this session [{ﬂh
meeting) his adhersnce to his Middle East initiative
whioh lie ‘announced on 1 September 1982.2 It had
been expected that the United States President would
adopt a new position that would take into account
the will of the international community, the realities
of the situation in the region and the new develop-
ments which proved the failure of United States
ggg;:y there, particularly on the Lebanese scene

use that policy, as we had alwa?/s said, ignored
the crux.of the contlict in the Middle East region—
namely, the question of Palestine—and denied the
right of the Palestinian people to self-determination.

65, * Following President Reagan's proposal, Israel
stepped up its oefression of the peoples of Palestine
and Lebanon and increased the pace of land expro-
priation and the establishment of settlements, In
addition, the strategic alliance between the United
States and Isracl was strengthened, and the latter has
received more arms and more financial aid. This has
encouraged Israet to continue its policy of aggression
and occupation, sing a serious threat to the
security of the Arab States and to peace in the region
and in the world, It is well known that all this aid is
given at the expense of the American taxpayer and
the United States budgst deficit and, above all, of
course, at the expense of the peoples of Palestine and
Lebanon, whose suffering is increased.

66. In addition, the United States, not satisfied
with absolving itself of its international responsibili-
ties, has worked to hinder and obstruct all the
peaceful intemational efforts by exercising its veto
power in the Security Council in an arbitrary manner
against the interests of the Palestinian and Lebanese
peoples; this has brought us to the current stalemate
and tension. With regard to the question of Palestine
in particular, the United States Administration has
persisted in denying the rights of the Palestinian
peogle and disregarding the resolutions and Charter
of ‘the Uulted Nations by continuing to reject the
establishment of an independent Palestinian State.

67. The membership of the United Nations is now
made up of 159 States—some big, with miilions of
e; others small, with populations not cven
tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands.
Why does the United States deny the Palestinian
pe_o‘pleits&;ht to establish a State of its own, to be
the 160th Member State, for example, in accordance
with all international principles, chasters and con-
ventions? :
68.. The Palestinian people do exist; they are vigor-
ous, active, creative, militant and able. They are
proud of their national identity, land and homeland.
They are a_people with a long history, one of the
oldest peoples of the earth, Palestine existed before
Israel, as the Bible itself states. All the revealed
religions were nurtured in the land of Palestine; it is
holy to us all. Why should the people who bear its
name be deprived of their most basic human rights?
The Palestinian ?c,ogle today number about 5 mil-
lion, of which a high percentage are highly trained.
They include specialists in all fields. They participate
alongside their fellow Arabs in the brother Arab
States in developing the region, and they play a
distinet, f)osnlve role that is respected and appreciat-
ed by all.

69. 1 want to ask the Assembly in all honesty and
sincerity: Why does the United States take a hostile
attitude towards the DPalestinian people and their
inalienable right to self-determination? Moreover, by
what right docs the United States draw up two
separate catcgories of people: those that can have an
independent State, and those that cannot or should
not have an independent State? If the United States
does not wish to recognize the PLO-—a position
which is condémned—that is its business; but to
refuse to recognize the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination constitutes a question of law,
morality and principle and is equivalent to refuging
to recognize the Charter and principles of the Unite
Nations itself.

70. The PLO has proved that it represents a
positive and effective element in the international
community, despite all the attempts and conspiracies
of Israel, over a period of 20 years, to destroy it and
t3 break the massive support it enjoys. To this end
Israel has used all methods of ferror and arme

aggression, But, in spite of the difficulties we have
confronted from time to time, all these Israeli
attempts have failed; they have fed, instead, fo the
greater rallying of the Palestinian people in the
cccupied territories and in the diaspora around the
PLO and its legitimate role of leadership.

71. Perhaps the greatest proof of this cohesion was
the convening of the Palesting National Council only
a fow days ago in the Jordanian capital, Amman, in
the midst of a great popular Palestinian demonstra-
tion of welcome and support. The convening of the
seventeenth session of the Palestine National Council
was a new plebiscite, held before the eyes of the
entire world. It affirmed the desire of the Palestinian
people to keep the PLO, its legitimate institutions
and its democratic processes. Qur people_have re-
newed, through this council, their full confidence in
its elected, legitimate leadership, under the chair-
manship of Brother Yasser Arafat,

72. The session of the Palestine National Council,
convened at Amman, was an important occasion,
emghumn the distinctive relations that bind to-
gother the Palestinian and Jordanian ﬁ:)ples, who
share a common goal and destiny, The Council
renewed its adherence to the resolution adopted at
the previous session, in Algeria in 1983, which
rovided for the establishment of future relations
weett Palestine and Jordan on a confederal basis,
after the withdrawal of Iscael and the establishment
of an tmendent Palestinian State, Our people have
thus reaflirmed, through the Palestine National
Council, their absolute rejection of Zionist and
im| ist schemes aimed at creating an alternative
homsland for the Palestinian people in Jordan. Thesg
schemes arc in fact designed to perpetuate Israeli
occupation of the Palestinian territories, displace
their population and ultimately annex them. The
Palestinian people will not accept an alternative to its
original homeland.

73. In addition, the Palestine National Council
underscored the need to co-operate with the fraternal
Feople of Jordan to ensure joint Arab action to
iberate the land and enable the Palestinian people to
exercise its inalienable rights.

74, 1In line with the consistent position of the PLO
in the search for an acceptable peace in the Middle
East based on recognition of the right of the Palestin-
ian people to return, to self-determination, and to the
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creation of an independent Palestinian State with
Jerusalem as its capital, our National Council has
endorsed the call to convene an international peace
conference on the Middle East with the participation
on an equal footing of all the parties concerned,
including the PLO, the two super-Powers and other
interested States, within the framework of the United
Nations and on the basis of its resolutions, Our
National Council welcomed the Soviet initiative of
29 July 1984 [sce A/39/368] and reaffirmed its
rejection of all schemes that deny the right of our
people to self-determination, such as the self-rule
scheme and President Reagan's initiative, It called on
the United Nations, and, in particular, the Security
Council, to shoulder its responsibilities and imple-
ment its resolutions,
75. Finally, the convening of the latest session of
the Palestine National Council at Amman and the
resolutions it adopted provided a new opportunity to
stress the national 1denm¥ of an independent Pales-
tine and the desire to maintain the independence of
our national decision-making body. It also demon-
strated the cohesiveness of the people and their
leadership, represented by the PLO, and the determi-
nation and will of the Palestinian people, despite all
the difficulties and obstacles, to continug their strug-
gle by all available means to achieve the goals for
which they have long struggled, at the cost of great
sacrifices.
76. Since the last session of the General Assembly,
many things have happened which should be exam-
ined, in view of the congequences they have had on
the situation in the region. All peace efforts have
come to a halt or have been aborted. We lost a year of
international effort in this direction because of
United States and Israeli intransigence, in spite of the
existence of numerous international projects and
initiatives which the PLO had welcomed, such as the
Arab geace lan, adopted at Fez on 9 September
1982 by the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference,’ the
Soviet initiative of 15 September 19824 and the
French-Egyptian uflan submitted to the Security
Council on 28 July 1982
77. Furthermors, the International Confergnce on
the Question of I‘alestme, held at Geneva from 29
August to 7 September 1983, was attended by the
representatives of 138 States and 104 non-govern-
mental organizations, as well as many internationat
rsonalities. As the Assembly knows, the Geneva
laration on Palestine and the Programme of
Action for the Achievement of Palestinisn l;k.ﬁ,l‘m
adopted by the Conference! reaffirmed the inalien-
able rights of the Palestinian people and underlined
the fact that Iscael must withdraw from all the
occupied territories, including Jerusalem. The Con-
ference also called for the convening of an interna-
tional peace conference on the Middle East. In spite
of that appeal, in spite of the adoption by the General
Assembly of resolutions on that question and in spite
of the efforts and consultations of the Secretary-
General concerning the convening of the conference,
the United States and Israel took a negative stand
and rejected the proposal.
78. The United States continues to obstruct cfforts
towards peace in the region carried out within the
framework of the United Nations and in kecping
with its resolutions. It is trying to impose partial and
separate solutions that the Palestinian people and the
Arab nation have already rejected. Such United
States attempts will not contribute to peace in the

Middle East; rather, they have caused conflicts and
massacres, from whose destructive effects and conse-
quences both the Palestinian pcople and the brother
Lebanese people continue to suffer, '

My, Lusaka (Zambia) resusmed the Chalr,

79, The period in question was characterized by the
efforts of the Israeli authorities to prepare as far as
possible the material conditions for the annexation of
the occupled tervitories. The former Isracli Minister
of Defence, Moshe Arens, expressed that policy by
stating: “We quickly reach the point where irrevers-
ible facts become the basis of our control over Judea
and Samaria”—~that is, the West Bank, For that
purpose, the Isracli authorities have intensified their
terrorist practices against the Palestinian peoi)le in
that region so-as to force them to leave their lands,
Even more serlous during this perlod was a series of
bomb explosions aimed at Palestinian population
centres, as well as Christian and Muslim places of
worship, in numerous occupied Palestinian towns
and villages, .. :

80. Examples of those incidents include the co-
wardly attack on the University of Hebron and on a
Palestinian civillan bus in Jerusalem. Before that,
there were expulsions, deportations, arrests, the
imposition of exorbitant fines, house arrests, curfews,
and the demolition of houses in Nablus, Hebron,
Jerusalem and Ramallah. Also, Al-Najah University
and schools and colleges in the city of Nablus were
closed down for a long period. These measures were
accompanied by attacks on holy and cultural land-
marks in the cocupied territories, prominent among
which were the attempts to blow-up the Al-Agsa
Mosque and the Omar Mosque, the attempt to set
fire to the Saaddin Mosque in Nablus and the attack
on the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron.

81, To complement this alggressiye policy, a plan
was officially announced in Isracl aimed at removin

the Palestinian -reft:Pee camps in the West Bank an

the Gaza Strip and resettling the refugees. That is
what is happeiing, for exama}e, in the Dheisheh
camp, which i$ run by UNRWA, !

82. In the fisld of education, the cultural war
launched by tlie Isracli occupation authorities has
acquired ssrigus dimensions which should not tgo
unnoticed. Educational institutions were among the
main targets of Isracl's aggressive policy aimed at
paralysing them and obstructing them in their job of
educating the young generation and preparing it to
%!ﬁ its role ini the service of its country and society.
t is why ‘the Israeli mili authorities have
these tutions under their direct control
have prohibitsd the circulstion and publication of
wsands of wlentific, cultural and literary works,
and have subjected students, teachers and university
professors to oppression and terror, such as individu-
al and collective arrests, limitation of residence areas
and arbitrary expulsions.

83, Because of these internal crises and the deterie-
rating internal economic situation, both of which are
tightening their grip on Isracl, the economic and
social conditions of the Palestinians under occupa-
tion have worsened and their daily lives have become
unbearable. As a result of the Isracli policy of
ag%rcssion against both the Palestinian and the
Lebanese peoples, of the numerous wars launched by
Israel against the Arab States, of the allocation of the
larger part of its budget to military affairs and to

expenditures on occupation and the establishment of
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sattlements ;-‘.t.hﬁrlssa,ell economy is in a stato of
collapse. The {nflation. rate, :which {;rom dally, has
réached. approximately 800 per cent, This situation
has produced harmful effeots and Fascist phenomena
that. ate extremely dangerous for our people.
84, The greatest expression of this entrenched crisis
in the Isracli military soclety is perhaps the success of
a ‘terforist, the so-calléd ane, in the recent
elections to the Israeli Knesset, This has aroused the
fears of the democratic, honest and peace-loving
forces in the world dand even within Issael itself. We
see nothing new in the emergence of the racist
e phenomenon, It Is, in our oflnion, the naked
expression of all the official Israell policics against
the Palestintian peo%l: over so many years, It would
be a mistake to believe that it is an_isolated,
accidental or temforary phenomenon, There are
numerous similar Israeli organizations which enjoy
official proteotion, such as the diverse groups rallied
around the “integrated land of Isracl” movement, the
Tehig{a and Gush Emunim, and the like of Kahane in
the Mifdal and Herut parties. In view .of what we
have stated, the daily lives of our people under Israeli
occupation have become difficult and bitter. The
Palestinians are besieged, pursued and oppressed.
They are subjected daily to attacks by armed Zionist
gangs. This has made their lives and living conditions
vel?' complicated. We declare that the Government
of Israel bears full responsibility for what is happen-
ing in the occupied territories, for it continues to
violate the rules of international law and the Geneva
Convention_relative to the Protection of Clvilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% and
refuses to provide. protection and security for the
Palestinian population. This makes it necessary for
the international community and the United Nations
to find ways and means to guarantee adequate
ﬂrotection for the population of the occupied territo-
es.
85. This tlE’oli,cy, as we have indicated, has harmed
not only the Palestinian people but the Jews them-
selves. Israeli society has become, as a result of the
policy of war and fon, a disrupted society,
suffering from ideolgacal and economic bankruptcy,
from social, class and racial contradictions; from
international isolation and lack of internal peace. In
such an atmosphere, as history teaches us, more
extreme Fascist and racist currents find fertile
d. Militaristic clements emerge which attempt
nggort the internal crisis and contain it throy;
laun new wars. Here we cannot but recall
proverb § : ‘which oppresses
another cannot itself be free.

86.° ‘1 have revi the current situation with
regard to the question of Palestine and the situstion
in the Middle East, as well as the new developments
which have occurred since the previous ses..on. We
do not see any hope concerning the possibility of
attaining a comprehensive and just peace as long as
the United States and Israel persist in their positions
and policies,

87. In spite of the official change in the Govern-
ment of Israel, on which some have piaced their bets,
we have not perceived any change in Israeli policy.
From the outset we did not pin_any hopes on the
coming to power of the Labour Party in Israel, for
our expericuce with that party is long and bloody. Its
pro%fgmmes are well known, differing from those of
the Likud only in cosmetic details. Both parties want
land and reject peace; both refuse to recognize the

legitimate rights of the Palestinfan people. Both
parties insist on building new scttiements, expropri-
ating land and persecuting our people. The Labour
Party wants a “‘pure” Jewish State with a clear Jewish
majority, even if it has to give up some lands densely
populated with Arab inhabitants, while keepli‘ng
military control, the settlements and Jerusalem, The
Likud ‘coalition and its more extreme and racist
offshoots want land and the expulsion of the Pales-
tinian people, even if it means resorting to terrorism,
massacres and armed violence.

88, Thus, the true option they are putting forward is
not “land for peace®; they want only the land, for the
?eace they are talking about is a peace imposed by

orce of arms, which is in fact mere capitulation, The
recent Israeli elections proved that the entrenched
Istaeli crisis is more dangerous than many thought it
to be and that the true policy of the Isracli leaders is
to continue their occu})atlon, war and aggression and
their imposition of faits accomplis by force of arms.

89. Aswe have already stated, it is unfortunate that
Istael gets from the United States all the material,
military and political support it needs. This provides
it with billions of dollars and hundreds of acroplanes,
encouraging it to persist in its expansionist policies
and to defy the international community and the
resolutions of the United Nations. It is unfortunate
also that some Western European States have retreat-
ed from their support of a peace process in the region
based on recognition of the right of the Palestinian
geople to self-determination. We call on all those

tates to play a more positive role in promoting the
peace process on that basis.

90. A few days ago, on 29 November, we participat-
ed in the commemoration of the Intemational Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 1 should like
again to thank all the States which participated in
that commemoration, which is rich in meaning for us
and for our steadfast people under occupation and in
the diaspora. The commemoration reflected the
extent of the concern and jnterest within the interna-
tional community in Putting an end to the injustice
and aggression to which our people continues to be
subjected. It also reflected the international commu-
nity’s interest in the situation in the Middle East
region, a conflict with the question of Palestine at its
core. This dangerous situation threatens the peace
and security of the entire world.

91. The collective efforts and persistence of the
States Members of the United Nations deserve our

jon and respect. In this regard, we cannot
convey our thanks to the Committee on
the Exercise of the | fe ts of the Palestin-

ian People and to its Chairman, Mr. Sarré, for their
work and their great efforts in performing the tasks
entrusted to them by the General Assembly. We hope
that the Secretary-General will continue his valuable
efforts to convene an international peace conference
on the Middie East in accordance with United
Nations resolutions, resolutions which we trust will
ll;f reaffirmed at this session of the General Assem-
y.
92. The Palestinian people look towards the United
Nations with full confidence and hope that the
General Assembly and the Security Council will
adopt deterrent mcasures against the aggressors, not

‘merely resolutions of condemnation and denuncia-

tion.
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93. 1 am pleased, on bohalf of the Palestinian
people, to exénress our thanks and appreciation to all
the friendly States of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries and tie Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference, to the sooialist countries, and to those States
of Afiica, Asia, Latin America and Europe that have
supported our struggle for freedom, sovercignty and
independence. - :

94, We have followed the activities of the non-
governmental organizations and have taken note of
their positions as expressed in the statements and
progtammes of action they have adopted after the
meetings organized for them by the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin-
fan People. There is no doubt that the role glayed by
these organizations in awakening world public opin-
ion will have an effective impact, especially as they
have launched a global campaign to collect hundreds
of thousands of signatures from lovers of peace,
Jjustice and humanity in solidarity with the stmgﬁle of
the Palestinian people and in favour of convening a
peace conference on the basis of United Nations
flesolu;lilo:&s—the conference for which this Assembly
as called, o

95, 1 should like also to express our absolute
solidarity with the struggle of the people of Namibia,
under the leadershIP of its legitimate representative
the South West Africa People’s Organization, as well
as with the struggle of the people of South Africa
against the racist régime in that country, and with all
those throughout the world who are struggling for
freedom and independence.

96. In view of all these facts and events, the
Palestinian peo?le are determined to continue their
struggle for their national rights by all means. We
count on the assistance and supFort of the States
Members of the United Nations for our just cause.
The situation in the Middle East region will continue
to be tense and explosive as long as the Palestinian
people continue to live in refuges carips and to be
dispersed and deprived of their inalienabla rights.

97. Everyone, in the United Nations and every-
where else, must continue the struggle to save peace
by restoring the rights of the Palestinian people to
return to its land, to exercise self-determination and
toifstablish an independent State on its own national
soil. :

98. Mr. ABULHASSAN (Kuwait) (imterpretation
Jrom Arabic). In his message to the mesting held on
29 November 1984 in commemoration of the Inter-
Poogle, skl Juve Albmod A\-Saba, Eai of
i -Ahm o

the State of Kuwait, said the following: ]
“One might well wonder why it is that, 36 years
after the catastrophe struck that people, no one has
remedied the injustice done to them or taken any
resolute action for the implementation of United
Nations resolutions, at the very least. If that
demonstrates anything it is the lack of seriousness
of the big Powers and the indifference of the
international community in general, while the
aggressor persists in its arbitrary measures and
violations, treating international law and the Char-
ter of the United Nations with contempt. Could
this aggressor have dared so to transgress had it not
been for the unrestricted material support it re-
ceives from those in cesrtain quarters that do not
understand that by giving such support they are

undermining the foundations upon which interpa-
- tional ‘legitimacy is itself based?® = s
99, "Ih the light of the foregoing, it is clear {0 us that
from the outset the Palestinian Eroblem' and its
ramifications have beett domindted by threo major
elements: first, ‘the unilateral ‘imposition by the
Zionist entity of one fait accompli after another,
emgloying absolutely despotio force; secondly, the
inability of the United Nations to stop this stream of
inhumane attacks and practices and to restore the
rights of its victims; and, thirdly, the unrestrained
support and buttressing, from certain quarters, of
Istael’s policles and practices. '

100. With regard to the first of these clements,
United Nations documents from 1948 up to our own
day reflect precisely what Israel has done in uproot-
ing and dispersing a peaceful people from its home-
land Yursuing it wherever it may be in order to
annihilate it, thus violating its most elemontary
human rights as set forth in the relevant Geneva
conventions. Israel has also deliberately attempted to
change the social, cultural, demographic and environ-
mental character of the Arab lands in order to
eradicate the racial, historical, economic and cultural
identity of the Palestinian people. = -

101. ‘The Palestinian answer to this has been con-
stantly to increase thé guality and scope of its
resistance and its steadfastness in the occupjed
territories, despite the most violent acts of repression
and torture committed by Israel to suppress those
uprisings. While it salutes and absolutely supports
the honourable st ¢ and the steadfastness of the
Palestinian people in the occupied territories in
preserving their natural rights, Kuwait reiterates that
peoiple who fight in order to regain their freedom,
their right to sclf-determination and their indepen«
dence cannot remain alone, History has made tHat
clear to us. Such fighters will always prove stronger
than those who try to dominate them. &

102. With regard to the second element thit domi.
nates the Palestinian roblem-name‘lﬁw the inability
of the United Nations to stem this 4 0
inhumasie attacks and practices—we do not mean to
imply that the Onmnization has been observing the
ncany Tt Saye by i Orpanoatlon i cugbors
m role played by the n in suppo
o E ationatie, Tsitimate ngbts of the Pelestoatan
people. But it is clear that the Security Counci! and
the Getieral Assembly are approaching the Palestin-
ian- question in two different ways.
it to the

103. The Secusity Counsil, which is subject to tl
mqftheveto'xnmeathebi;m havéa

rmu ip with Isteel, takes an unrealistic
view of the question of Palestine, It tresty it as a2
refuges zmblem as demonstrated by its resolution
242 (1967), and {ts resolutions are subordinate to the
acts of those big Powers which so far have made it
impossible for the United Nations to restrain Israel
and put an end to its continuing defiance of and
contempt for international law and the resolutions of
the Security Council itself.

104. We believe that the General Assembly has
taken the correct view of the Palestinian problem. In
1969 and 1970, the General Assembly recognized for
the first time the inalicnable rights ot the Palestinian
people, including its right to sclf-determination, and
also recognized that respect for those rights was an
indispensable element for the establishment of a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle
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-Eagt, When the, Arab. Summit Conference held at
gRab?txr in.:1974 =recognized - the -PLO as the- sole
legitimate representativa of: the Palestinian. geogle
tl;: gneral Asstmbly, in that same year, establishe

anes ipr_itnciipliet;w%?bh ided to in\gte the FLOlto
phrtigipate in its delibgrations as.an observer [resoly-
lan,\,ggszf(xxw)].;,,5{?' O{BH L Wt L *
105, This iew concept of tho dimensions of the
Palestinian -problem: on the part of tho General
Assembly made ¢ necassary for us to seek effective
means to enable the Palestinian people to exercise its
inalienable rights, This led to the ﬂroposal 10 estab-
}ish a special committee to undertake comprehensive
studies on this problem and recommend the best way
of solving it, Thus, the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People was
established, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 3376 (XXX), and began its work during
the thirty-first session. :

106, The Committee has made enormous efforts to
olarify the various aspects, dimensions and ambigui-
ties of the Palestinian problem, crowning these
efforts with the holding at Geneva, from 29 August to
7.September 1983, of the International Conferencs
on the Question of Palestine. The Conference adopt-
ed the Gengva Declaration on Palestine,! which
clarified the broad outlines of the Palestinian prob-
lem on the basis of the relevant United Nations
resolutions, and ‘the me,ramme of Action for the
Aghievement of Palestinian Rights.!

107.- In addition, the Committee has continued to -

follow the Israeli policy of establishing Jewish settle-
ments in the occupied Palestinian territories, Particu-
larly noteworthy in this respect was the valuable
report on the danger of the continuing establishment
of Isracli settlements in the Palestinian and Arab
territories occugied since 1967, submitted on 2§
November 1980 by the Commission established
under Security Council resolution 446 (1979)." In
gpite of that and the insistence of the Committee, the
urity Council has not yet examined this matter.
owever, both the General Assembly and the Securi-
tﬁ Coun_c}l have declared these Israeli practices to be
108. ‘The most important: recommendation in the
Geneva iDeclnauoll\‘ ;m Pal:gtmeh ish tll:’?t wl;ich
appears in paragraph 5, regarding the holding of an
international peace opnf‘crence on the Middle East on
the' basis of the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and the relevant resolutions ‘of the
Irganization, with the aim of io;chleving a compre-

ghsjve, just and last ution to the Arab-Israeli
ja?wendﬂ ‘e‘l‘:ment,ofwhich would be the‘
?:Nl : of an fi ident Palestinian State in
Palestine. The General bly endossed this pro-

posal in its resolution 38/58C, and the Secretary-
General sent messages to the countries concerned
requesting their opinion on the convening of the
conference. As usual, he came up against the refusal
of Isracl and, unfortunately, of the United States,
despite the fact that all other countries concerned
welcomed the convening of the conference.

109. My delegation, which considers the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People as the true conscience with regard
to the problem of Palestine, would like to thank its
Chairman, Mr. Sarré, and the members of the
Cominittee for the valuable efforts they are making,
The Committee has expressed, in its report to the

curient session [4/39/35), its regret at the negative
position. ‘'of Israel and ‘the. United States on this
matter, and we join in that expression, We also
support the Committec's resolution on the continua-
tion of efforts to convene the proposed conference as
soon as possible, particularly since, in its view, it
represents a long-awaited important step. The situa-
tion is becoming increasingly dangerous day by day
as a result of Israel’s fecling of complete immunity,
which makes it act as if it had the last word on every
matter concerning the Middle East. For the same
reason, Kuwait has supported the Soviet initiative of
15 September 1982¢ to convene an international
conference to be attended, on an equal footing, by all
parties to the conflict, including the PLO. .
110, As regards the third, and last element, which
continues to affect the Palestinian problem and its
ramifications—namely, the unreasonable support
and encouragement that Israel receives from certain
quarters—we ask the question: Could the aggressor
have dared undertake its transgressions had it not
been for the unlimited protection and support it
receives from Powers that are entrusted with a
special responsibility in the maintenance of interna-
tlonal peace and security? The unmatched United
States support, for example, has led to Israel’s
rsistence in perpetrating its crimes against the
alestinian people. Those crimes are sufficient in
themselves to make Israel an entity hostile to peace
and humanity; they also create in the United Nations
a feeling of failure and complete impotence in the
face of actions by an entity that is based on the
principle of aggression and usurpation. This in turn
reflects on the reputation, authority and effectiveness
of the United Nations.
111, We have seen how many years ago the General
Assembly patrted company with the Security Council
to the extent that the two bodies seem unrelated to
the same Organization and appear not to believe in
the same Charter or to work for the same objective—
peace and stability in the world.
112. The strange reluctance of the Security Council
to take action against measures it considers illegal—
action that is recommended in the teport ol the
Committee—is highlighted by the fact that the
General Assembly has already set out the just and
reasonable path towards the solution of this problem
based on a series of resolutions recognizing the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including
their right to self-determination, to return to their
hoillnehnd and to establish a State on their national
soil.
113. This parting of company is, in the opinion of
m'y delegation, the basic reason for the continuation
of the problem. It has been frequently confirmed by
General Assembly resolutions that world peace and
security depend on its solution. As long as some
major Powers having special responsibilities reject
any movement towards a solution under the pretext
that it is not acceptable to Israel, the road ahead of us
will remain dark, not because this humanitarian
problem will have remained beyond solution or the
Palestinian_people continued to be dispersed and
deprived of their rights in this age when most peoples
that were oppressed have gained their independence
and sovereignty, but because some of the major
Powers, the repositories of world peace and security,
will have confirmed by their actions that they want
only one kind of peace-—a peace that serves their
own purposcs.
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114, In its tireless quest to participate in solving the
Palestinian problem through a just solution guaran-
teeinf' the natural and legal rights of the Palestinian
people, the PLO has accepted the Arab peace pl?{l,
adogt d at Fez on 9 September 1982 by the Twelfth
Arab Summit Conference,’ as the basis for a just
solution of that problem. It has agreed to thie idea of
an international peace conference on the Middle East
advocated b{ the United Nations. It has also accept-
ed the Soviet initiative on the convening of an
international conference to be attended by all parties
to the conflict, including the PLO. However, Israel
has rejected every peace proposal, whether interna-
tional or regional, It has rejected the United Nations
framework, with its international legitimacy, for
discussing the problem with all parties concerned and
has presented no aiternative but more aggression,
repression and genocide, The Israeli leadership has
fully understood that the most dangerous prospect
facing it is peace, because the essence of its doctrine
is aggression and its philosophy is expansion.
115, This explosive problem which has lasted so
long constituies a challenge to the international
community in general and to the major Powers in
particular, as well as to international legitimacy
represented by the United Nations, The time has
come to solve it, to put an end to injustice and to
begin to restore what is right. The solution of this
roblem can bring about stability and peace in the
h iddle East and strengthen world peace and stabili-
Y. i
116. Mr, ALIAS (Malaysia): In our many years of
discussion on this item, for the overwhelming majori-
ty of us here in the Assembly there is no doubt in our
minds that unless the question of Palestine is satis-
factorily resolved there can be little hope for peace in
the Middle East. By definition, a comprehensive
solution must include the restoration of all Arab
lands which Israel has acguired through its wars of
aggression since 1967 and, equally paramount, the
restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestin-
ians to self-determination and to their own home-
land. Indeed, there can be no doubt that the question
of Palestine constitutes the core of the problem in the
Middle East. As long as the problem is allowed to
languish, there can be no end to the climate of
conflict which has hovered over the region for so long
and which on several occasions has led the world to
the brink of disaster.
117. None can accuse the United Nations of lack of
ing, for over the last four decades a large number
of resolutions have been adopted in our search for an
end to the conflict. Many of the resolutions contain
elements which could pave the “Jl or peace.
However, Israel has chosen to ignore all pronounce-
ments of the international community and has
refused to abandon the path of aggression and force.
Israel is encouraged in its intransigence and open
defiance through the protection and active sympathy
of a single major Power, justified by consideration of
Israel’s survival and absolute strategic necessity. At
all costs, right or wrong, Isracl must be protected,
even if it chooses to bite the hand that feeds it. The
situation is comparable to a carle blanche which is
continually extended to a chronic embezzler even if it
proves the ruination of us all.
118. Hence, it is no mystery that the United
Nations has thus far been unable to convince Isracl
that the best course for it and, indeed, for the security
of the world is through a comprchensive settlement,

fair to all, including the Palestinian people. For how
can Israel justify its right to exist while denying the
same to others? How can Israel continue to deny the
reality of the Palestinian. people? Notwithstanding
the pastition of Palestine and the dispossession of:a
whole people; in spite of their dispersai and the
indignities of having to live as refugees; despite the
awesome ferocity of Israel’s military might unleashed
on them; despite all that, the people of Palestine have
steadfastly refused to disavow their common heritage
as Palestinians, Surely, the Palestinians have proved
beyond question .that they are a reople entitled to
their own nation. Truly, the Palestinians embody the
spirit of man, which under the yoke of tyranny grows
in resoluteness rather than crumbles.

- 119, The report of the Committee on the Exercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
}lbld.] once again reveais Israc!'s complete disrespect
or the inalienable rights of the Palestinian peorle.
The Tel Aviv régime continues unabated in its policy
of annexation of Arab lands through eviction and a
variety of coercive measures, implanting - Jewish
settlers among the indigenous population. While new
Jewish settlements are being established, existing
settlements are being enlarged. Israel also plans to
extend its legislation to the occupied territory. The
report states:

. “Longer-term trends arg ominous . . . ~indica-
tions are that the Israeli Government will continue
to establish settlements in the occupied territories
aiming at a projected minimum of 100,000 Israelis
in such settlements by 1987 and 190,000 by the
year 2010. The numbers exclude Israclis in East

erusalem and other Palestinian localities inco
rated into the city immediately after the 1967
war.” {Ibid.,, para. 28.) ¥

120, The Jewish settiers, who are issued firearms by
the Israeli authorities, frequently intimidate -and
harass the local population. The most recent exAmple
of atrocities committed by Jewish terroristy is the
attack onabm,eafryingAmbs, resulting in gne death
and many injuries. Subsequently, two Argb student
demonstrators were killed and many more | zured by
the Israeli military. Places of religious worship have
been desecrated by Jewish terrorist groups. )

121, The list of Israeli practices against the inalien-
able rights of Palestinians goes on. In the interest of
brevity, 1 shall not attempt to state them all; the
report is there for all to read. Suffice it to say that the
thrust of Israel’s polkz is further to dispérse the

and. render their

Palestinian people situation so
d fe that they will choose to leave, thus
annexing the occupied

Israel’s objective of
territories. ." ved

122, 1 submit that, despite the seeming inability of
the international community to dissuade Israel from
continuing the present course, and despite Israel’s
complete disrespect for the many United Nations
resolutions, it remains the sacred duty of the Assem-
bly to continue in its efforts to seek justice for the
Palestinian pecple. It is particularly incumbent upon
us to persevere in our efforts for a comprehensive
settlement, given that an indefinite continuation of
the conflict situation in the Middie East may pass the
point of restraint, as it has threatened to do on
several occasions, with dire consequences for us all.
123. My Government’s commitment to a compre-
hensive and just settlement, which should include the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to their
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own indenendent homeland, was illustrated in Ma-
{1aysia’s willingness to host the Asian Regional Prepa-
ratory Meeting, held at Kuala Lumpur in May 1983,
avhich was one of the steps which led to the conven-
ing-of tho-International Conference on the Question
of Palestine, held at Geneva from 29 August to 7
September 1983, My Government fully supports the
Ganeva Deolardtion on Palestine and the Programme
of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights
adopted by that conference,! as well as the propnsai
for the convening of an international conference on
peace in the Middle East, which was endorsed by the
General Assembly in resolution 38/58 C. It is the
fervent belief of my delegation that such a conference
with the participation of the United States, the Soviet
Union and all parties directly involved with the
conflict, including the PLO as the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, would lead
to a just solution. My delegation notes with deep
concern in the reports of the Secretary-General
A/39/130 and Add. 1] that his efforts for the conven-
ng of such a conference has not come to fruition, We
appeal to the United States to reconsider its decision
not to participate, recognizing that the United States
has a central role to play, without which no meaning-
ful result can be achieved.

124, We believe that within the confines of such a
conference rests the possibility of a just, comprehen-
sive and lasting settlement, fair to ‘ali parties. To
reject such an opportunity outright is to encourage
further the intransigence of Israel; to refuse to
recognize the legitimacy of the PLO is to deny the
aspirations and the inalienable right of the Palestin-
ian people to self-determination and their own
homeland.

i25. We congratulate fhe Secretary-General on his
efforts and urge him to continue consultations
despite the obstacles in his way.

126. Before concluding, my delegation would be
romiss if it did not compjiment the Chairman of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People, Mr. Sarré, who has worked
tirelessly and with suc distinction. His commitment
to a just solution to the Palestinian question is known
to us all, and his dedication is an inspiration to all in
the Committee. Mﬁ delegation reiterates our contin-
ued support for Mr. Sarré and the Committee.

127. Mr. PASHKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet So-
clalist Republic) (interpretation ‘Pom leqg)s: On
behalf of the delegation of the Byelorussisn SSR, I
warmly welcome the delegation of the PLO that is
attending this session of the General Assembly. It
repredents here the heroic Palestinian people, which
iswnfin;ncon eous and selfless struggie for the
exercise of its inalienable national rights.

128, The question of ensuring the exercise by the
Arab people of Palestine of their inalienable national
rights is the core of a Middle East settlement. The
Palestine problem has been constantly on the agenda
of the General Assembly and of other international
forums. Numerous United Nations resolutions, in-
cluding those adopted at previous Assemby sessions,
reaffirm the need for the exercise by the Palestinian
people of its legitimate, inalienavole rights, including
the right of return, the right 1o self-determination and
the right to establish its own State. In those resolu-
tions, also, the right of the PLO to participate on an
equal footing in the solution of all questions relatin,

to the Middle East is recognized. But, despite all

those decisions, including General Assembly resolu~
tion 181 (II), the Palestine problem remains un-
solved. The Palestinian people is still deprived of a
homeland and of its State and is forced to wander in
exile or to languish under the oppressive yoke of
Israeli military occupation. It is denied the exercise
of its inalienable right to self-determination and to
the creation of its own State.

129, The reasons for this situation are well known,
They lie first and foremost in the aggressive, expan-
sionist policy of Israel, a Policy directed against Arab
countries and peoples; in its illegal occupation of
Arab lands, including Palestinian lands which ‘it
seized in 1967; and in its stubborn refusal to restore
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

130. Asis attested to bz the reports of the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People [4/39/35] and the Special Com-
mittee to Investigate Israeli Practice Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied
Territories [4/39/591), as well as by other documents
submitted for consideration at the present session of
the General Assembly, Israel—in violation of many
Security Council and General Assembly resolu-
tions—continues to follow a policy of annexation of
the Arab territories it has occupied, including the
Palestinian territories, and has been expandmg the
network of militarized settlements, thereby stifling
the economic activity of the Arab population, depriv-
ing it of its pclitical, social, civil and educational
rights and destroying its cultural heritage.

131. As is noted in the letter dated 26 November
1984 from the Chairman of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People addressed to the Secretary-General: *Israel is
increasingly resorting to drastic represslvq measures
in order to stifle an¥ expression of opposition to its
illegal occupation of the Palestinian territories” see
A/39/692), Racism reigns in the occupied Arab
territories.

132, The outrageous acts perpetrated by Israeli
terrorists against Palestinians have now acquired
such dimensions that Tel Aviv is forced, in order to
mislead public opinion, to officially take some meas-
ures to try to save face. But what kind of measures
are they? 1 shall quote from a statement by Felicia
Langer, the Vice-President of the Israeli League for
Human and Civil Rights, in connection with the trial
of members of the recently discovered anti-Arab
terrorist group:

“The sentences are simply ridiculous. One of the
terrorists was given one and one half years—and
he had transported 40 mines to be set to explode in
a crowded mosque. Their hands are already blood-
stained. They have killed Arab students and Pales-
tinian mayors—and they get one and one half
years. And, on the West Bank, a new law decrees
that small Arab boys who throw stones at the
occupiers be given sentences of 10 to 20 years.”

133.  Who are these terrorists? Why does the police
treat them like heroes? Why are they given privileged
conditfons even in prison? The answer is simple—
both simple and frightening: they belong to the Gush
Emunim movement, zealous advocates of the coloni-
zation of the occupied lands. That means that they
are the Likud’s flesh and blood.

134, It is perfectly obvious that the aggressive
pohc?' of Israel, especially as it affects the Arab
people of Palestine, would be impossible without the
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comprehensive support of its strategic ally, the
United States. This is in fact the major obstacle to a
solution to the entire problem of the Middle <ast and
of its core, the question of Palestine.

135. For example, the Seoretary-General of the
lieax:sge of Arab States, speaking last July at Tunis,
stated:

“The Israeli leadership perpetrates all of its
crimes thanks to the full support of Washington,
Takina advantage of the favourable attitude of the
United States, Israel violates international princi-
ples, continues its occupation of Arab lands and
escalates active aggression carried out against
neighbouring countries. It expels the Arab popula-
tion from thelr own lands and by force and
terrorism imposes the policy of expansion of Israeli
settlements; and carries out ‘Judaization' of Arab
cities and historic sites.”

136, In June of this year, The Washington Post
wrote:

*“Can one imagine another country, an ally of the
United States, which, having decided to embark on
a policy of irresponsible adventurism, would not
have been subject to severe retaliation from Wash-
ington? But after all of its actions, Israel began to
receive ever«increased aid from the United States.
For that country we have a ‘double standard’.”

137. The reason for such generosity and for such a
policy is simple. Tel Aviv assists Washington in
achieving the establishment of its domination in the
Middie East,
138. The policy and practical actions of the United
States and Isracl in the Middie East once again
clearly demonstrate the a; sive nature of the so-
called strategic alliance of the forces of imperialism
and Zionism, which aspire not only to block the
implementation of the inalienable rights of the Arab
people of Palestine, but also to remove the question
of Palestine, once and for all, from the agenda by
isolating the Arabs and forcing them thus to capitu-
late to the aggressor.
139. In this connection, what is of the greatest
significance is the men’thening of co-operation
between the Palestinian resistance movement and the
national patriotic forces with Arab countries and,
first and foremost, with those that are in the front
lines of resistance to the ive intentions of the
United States and Israel in the Middle East.
140, The most recent events in the Middle East
emphasize yet once again the fruitiessness of the so-
separatist approach to a decision on the
g;oblomofthem East. This is a policy followed
Washington which consists in forcing each Arab
country to_come to an agreement separately and
moreover, in so doing ignoring the vital interests of
the Palestinians. Historic experience convinces us
that by following such a policy, it is impossible to
defuse the situation in the Middle East and to
provide its pzoples with lasting peace.

141, The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR, in
accordance with the programme for peace for the
1980s, adopted by the XXVI Congress of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, consistently and
ﬁrm}y stands by the victims of imperlalist aggression
and favours the elimination of conflict situations and
a settlement of thorny problems and crises, inter alia,
in the Middle East.

142, The proposals of the Soviet Union for a
Middle East settlement of 29 July 1984 {4/39/368)
five both an overview and a summary of those
nitiatives which have been taken by our country at
varlous stages of the develorment of the Arab-Israeli
conflict. It states the principles and mecans for
achieving a settlement in the Middle East.

143, The Soviet proposal for the convening of an
international conference on the Middle East, with the
participation of all parties involved, has won broad
apl)roval and sulx:port throughout the world. And
only two States, the United States and Israel, actively
oppose the holding of such a conference.

144, Itis ¥erfectly obvious «hat the sooner Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv show an attitude of responsibili-
ty and common sense which can prevail over the
considerations of the moment, the better, for the
gloomy experience of decades has demonstrated that
neither a policy of military conflicts nor a policy of
separate deals can possibly bring peace to the Middle
East or ensure the inalienable rights of the Arab
people of Palestine. That can be done only as the
result of peaceful negotiations on a collective basis,
with the participation of all the parties involved, It is
precisely such an approach to a solution of the
problem of the Middle East which is actively fav-
oured by the Soviet Union, the socialist States and
many other countries. h

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.

Nores
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