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Revenue derived from Palestine refugee proparties

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The present report is submitted in pursuance of General Assembly resolution
42/69 H of 2 December 1987, entitled "Revenues derived from Palestine refugee
proprrties", the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"1, Requests the Secretary-Genoral to take all appropriate steps, in
consultation with the United Nations Conciliation Commission fo- Palestine,
for the protection and administration of Arab property, assets and property
rights in Israel and to establish a fund for the receipt of income derived
therefrom, on behalf of the rightful owners;

"2. Calls once more upon Israel to render all facilitles and assistance
to the Secretary-General in the implementation of tho present resolution;

"3. Calls upon the Governments of all the ocher Member States concerned
to provide the Secratary-General with any pertinent information in their
possession concerning Arab property, assets and property rights in Israel,
which would assist the Secretary-General in the implementation of the present
resolution;
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"4, Deplores lsrael's refusal to co-operate with the Secretary-General
in the implementation of the resclutiona on the gqueation;

"5, Requeidta the Secretary-QGeneral to report to the General Asdembly at
ita forty-third seasion on the implementation of the present resolution."

2. On 14 January 1988, in accordance with established procedure, the relevant
provigiona of General Assembly resolutions 42/69 A to K were brought to the
attention of the Chairman of the United Nations Conciliation Commnisaion for
Palestine,

3. Similarly, on 20 January 1988, the Secretary-General tranamitted to the
Government of lsrael those resolutions, including resolution 42/69 H, and requeated
Israel to inform him by 30 June 14988 of any steps it had taken or envisaged taking
in implementotion of the relevant provisions of those resoclutions.

4. Algo on the same date, the Secretary-General sent a note verbale to all other
Member States, drawing their attention to the relevant provisiona of resolutions
42/69 A to K, including paragraph 3 of resolution 42/69 H, and requesting
information by 30 June 1988 concerning any action taken ur envisaged in relation to
their implementation.

5. A reply dated 7 July 1988 war received from lorael, covering various aspects
of resolutionn 42/69 A to K. 1In the portion of the reply relating to resvlution
42/69 H, "Revenues derived from Falestine refugee propertieg”, the text read an
followat

"Resolutlion 42/69 H demunstrates its sponsors' misuse of the General
Asgembly for the gouals of the ongoing Arab propaganda campalgn against
Israel. 1Isvael's position on this resolution has been net out in atatementn
by laramel's representative to the Special Political Cemmittee on
10 November 1981 (A/BPC/36/SR.28), on 15 Movember 1985 (A/SPC/40/SR,34), on
28 October 1986 (A/SPC/41/8R,14) and in the report of the Secretary-General
(A742/505) dated 25 August 1987.

"There is no legal hasis fnr taking the steps proposed by this
resolution. Property rights within the borders of a moverelyn State me
exclusively subject to the domastic laws of that State. ‘The right of 8 ates
to regulate and dispuse of property within thelr territory (and the income
derived from that property) is a ganarslly accepted principle,

"Slgynificantly, the sponsors of this resolutlon have not gugyested at. nny
time that similar steps be tnken 1eyarding the conCisenter Jewish property in
Arab countries. As a regult of Lhe 1948 War approgimately ROO,000 Jewinh
refugeer from Arab countries ware ragettled in lterael, 'Thn property inft
behind by these Jewlsh refunens (estimated to be worth hillionn of edolin i)
wns axpropriated by the Gnvernments of the Arab countries in which Lhey
lived. There c¢un be no diflerence in law, justice or eguity betweon the
claima of Arab eand Jewish property owners. By dolng so, the sponsors of
regsolution 42/69 H are nuggerting that lsrael's sovereignty is limited or
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reatricted by some provision that cdoen not apply to other Member States of the
United Nationas."

6, At the time of preparation of this report, no r1eply hnd beoen 1eceived f1om any
other Member Hftwute in relation to the implementation of resolution 427049 H,




