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Note verbale dated 235 Qctober 1988 fiom the Permanent Mission of
Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Genoral

The Permanent Mission of the People's Rerublic of Bulgaria to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
has the honour to inform him that the Eightieth Inter-Parliamentary Conference took
place at Sofia, Bulgaria, from 16 to 24 September 1988.

As is the established practice, the host country usua’ly forwards resolutions
adopted by the Conference to the Secretary-General when such resolutions are
related tn items on the agenda of the General Assembly.

Accordingly, the Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of Bulgaria would
be grateful to the Secretary-General if the text of the present note and the
resolutions attached thereto could be circulated as an official document of the
General Assembly under agenda items 12, 18, 36, 37, 39, 40, 48, 82, 87, 91, 104
and 105,
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
Resolution on :

SUPPORT FOR TALKS TOWARDS ACHIEVING A COMPREHENSIVE, JUST AND
LASTING PEACE EBEIWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ ON THE BASIS OF THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF UN SECURITY OOUNCIL RESOLUTION 598 (1987)

(adopted by consensus)

The 80th Inter-Parliamentary Conference,

Recalling its resolution adopted by consensus at its
78th Conference on the "Contributica of Parliaments to Achieving Canpre-
hensive and Just Peace betvmen Iran and Iraq and to Security of Navigation
in the Gulf aon the Basis of the Implementation of Urited Nations Security
council resolution 598 (1987)" which, inter alia, appealed to Iran and Irag
"to settle their conflict through negotiations and in a peaceful way, fur-
ther co-operating with the efforts and proposals of the United Nations
Secretary-General, and in particular, by fully implementing United Nations
Security Council resolution 598 (1987)",

Noting with satisfaction the cease-fire of 20 August 1988 which
has been accepted and cbserved by the two parties on the hasis of United
Nations Security Council resolution 598 (1987),

Noting further the active and constructive role played by the
United Nations Secretary-General in reaching this successful outcome and the
start of talks, under the auspices of the United Nations, at Geneva on
25 August 1988,

1. Welcanes the efforts of Iran and Iraq in order to end the conflict
which has led to the loss of countless human lives, and urges them
to pursue talks under the auspices of the Jnited Nations and on
the basis of United Nations Security Council resolution 598
(1987), with a view to achieving a camprehensive, just and lasting
peaceful settlement of the conflict in accordance with the princi-

ples embodied in the United Nations Charter &1d international
law;

2. Encourages the United Nations Secretary-General to pursue his role
of facilitating an understanding between the two parties, on the
basis of United Nations security Council resolution 598 (1987);

3. Calls on all Parliaments and Governmencs to support and encourage
constructive talke by the two parties, under United Nations aus-
pices, towards a peaceful, lasting, just and honourable solution
of the conflict which, inter alia, would enable the re- establish-
ment of free and secure navigation and air traffic in the region,
in accordance with international law.




INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
Resolution on :

THE POPULAR UFRISING IN THE ARAB TERRITORIES
OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL

(adopted hy 636 votes to 139, with 211 abstentions *)

The 80th Inter-Parliamentary Conference,

Following with deep concern the atrocities existing and continuing
in the occupled Arab territories and the effects of such atrocities on inno-
cent civilians, including the desprivation of rights and liberties inherent
in the human person, and recognizing the rigfits of the Palestinian pecple to
self-determination and independence, including the right to form its own
independent State,

Noting the resolutions and decisions adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly and Security Council, as well as the relevant resolutions
of the Inter-Parliamentary Unicn, relating to the Palestinian question and
the Israeli-Arab conflict,

1. Strongly reproves and denounces the flagrant daily vioclations, by
Israel, of the Geneva Conventicns (1949) and their Additional Pro-

tocols, with regard to the treatment of the populaticns of occu-
pled Arab territories, and the practices of the Israell forces and
settlers;

2. Calls on Israel to withdraw its Zorces fram all Arab territories
and to end its occupation of those territories, including the part
of Arab Jerusalem that it has occupied since 1967, the Golan
Heights and South Lebaron, to camply with tha will of the inter-
national cammunity by ceasing ite repreasivia practices, releasing
all detained or sentenced Arab patriots, and allowing all de-
portees to return to their hameland;

3. Appeals to all parties concerned to refrain from any action viol-
ating international law and human rights, points out that the
Israeli military administration bears special resporr.bility
Quring the period of the military occupatior, denources and
condemns the repressive and inhuman treatment by the occupying
Israeli Authorities of the unarmed Palestinian people, and demands
that those Authorities put an end to guch treatment;

4. Renews its commitment to a peaceful solution t¢ :the crisis, in the
firm belief that a real peace process is possible;

5. Underlines that the principles upon which a just lasting and com-
prehensive settlement of the Middle East conflict should be based
are the renunciation of the use of violence as a means of solving
conflicts, the security of all States and peoples in the region,
which necessarily implies the right of Israel to exist within
secure borders, and the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determinacion;

* Full details of the vote may be cbtained from the Secretariat of the

Inter-Parliamentary Union, Place du Petit-Saconnex, CP 438, 1211 Ganeva
19, Switzerland,
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10.

11.

12.

Reaffi mg its support fo. the intirnational peace conference, to
be helu under the auspices of the U1iited Nations and involving all
parties concerned, including 1Israel, Jordan, Syria, Egypt,
Lebancn, the Palestine Liheration Organization, the USSR and the
United States of America, as well as the other permanent members
of the UN Security Council, and to be convened in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations, Security Council resolutiocns-
242 and 338, and all other relevant UN resolutions;

Welcames all internaticnal i.nit.iatives. particularly those of the
United States of America and the ¥oviet Union, aiming to arrive at

a confluence of views i1n order to solve the Palestinian question
on the basis of the Charter and resolutions of the United Nations;

Supports the elforts of the Palestinians to find a negotiated so-
lution, on the basis of mutual, reciprocal and simultaneocus reco-
gnition, paving the way to a just and lasting peace, and calls for
the elimination of all cbstacles in the way of this process;

Stresses that every effort must be made to improve the living con-
ditions of the Palestinians in the occupied territories, and calls

on the international cammunity to extend economic and humanitarian
aiq;

Requests the United Nations to ensure the protection and security
of Palestinian citizens by placing the territories occupied by
Israel under internaticnal control pending the holding of the in-
ternaticnal conference on peace in the Middie East, with a view to

finding a Jjust, lasting and comwprehensive solution to this
conflict;

Recammends that the Inter-Parliamentary Council establish a work-
ing group consisting of Israeli, Palestinian and other delegations
to the Conference, under the auspices of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union;

Acknowledges and accepts the proposal of the Egyptian National
Group that an IPU tact-finding mission should be sent as soon as
possible to the West Bank and the Gaza strip, and recamnends that
the Inter-Parliamentary Council urgently take the appropriate mea-
sures for that mission to be undertaken and for it to report back
to the Council on its findings.

[oos
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INTER~-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
Resolution on :

ACTION BY PARLIAMENTS IN DEVELOPING INTERNATIONAL

HMAN RIGHTS NORMS, PRINCIPLES AND INSTRUMENTS
(adopted without a vote)

A. With reqard to bringing naticnal legislation into line with inter-

national human rights norms, principles and instruments

The 80th Inter-Parliamentary Conference,

Recalling that cne of the purposes of the United Nations is tho
achievement of internaticnal co-operation in solving international problems
of an econamic, social, cultural and humanitarian character, and in pramot.--
ing and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedams
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Anxious to facilitate, in all areas and in keeping with the goals
and principles of the United Nations Charter, the full implementation of the
provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rignts and the fulfilment
of States' cammitments arising from fundamental international inst: ments on
human rights and humanitarian problems, such as the International Covenants
on human rights and the Conventions against genocide, apartheid, racial dis-
crimination, slavery, torture, discrimination against women, etc.,

Concerned by the econcmic gap between developed and developing
countries, and affirming that the right to development is an inviolable
right, the enjoyment of which would further the exercise of civil, poli-
tical, econamic, social and cultural rights,

Recalling that the year 1988 marks the 40th anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Considering that next year (1989) marks <the Centenary of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union whose goals include the prawotion of peace and

co-operation among countries and whose work includes specific action in the
field of human rights,

Expressing its conviction that all human rights and fundamental
freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and that equal attention and
urgent consiceration should be given to the implementation, pravotion and

protecticn of both civil and political rights and econamic, social and cul-
tural rights,

Recognizing that full respect for human rights in all areas of the
world is a prerequisite for iaintaining internatiocnal peace and security and
praoting the establistment of friendly relations and co-operation among
States,
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Deeply concerned by the persistent massive and flagrant violations
of human rights and fundamental freedows in scame parts of the world, and
camnitted to intensifying its efforts to contribute to the total elimination
of such violatiaons,

Aware that it is not possible to speak with credibility of the
protection of human rights without mentioning that the great majority of the
five billion men, wamen and children on earth continue to be subjected to
poverty, that more than one billion human beings suffer fram chronic hunger
and that not even their minimum nutritional, health, housing, clothing and
educational needs are met,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all peoples to determine
their cown form of goverrment and to choose their own econcmic, political and
social system without outside intervention, subversion, coercion or cons-
traint of any kind whatsocever,

Affiming that the peaceful efforts undertaken in acccrdance with
international law to secure respect for human rights, particularly when the
relevant international instruments are invoked, do not constitute inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other States,

Reaffirming its support for the efforts of the United Nations and
other internationai and multinational bodies for the observance of human
rights,

Recalling the terms of the resolution adopted by the 78th Inter-—
Parliamentary Conference, which lays particular emaphasis on the need for
national measures guaranteeing the effective implementation of international
rules concerning human rights,

Affirming that Parliaments and parliamentarians have a role to
play in the solution of humanitarian problems, the definition, assertion and
constant protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in their own
countries, and can assume this responsibility by using the authority be--
stowed on them by their electors to influence the policy of Goverrnments,
taking into consideration public opinion and the interests of all sectors of
the population,

Convinced that respect for human rights can only be guaranteed in
the long term under a system of govermment in which the rule of law prevails
and constitutional guarantees are provided,

1. Appeals to all States which have not yet done so to accede to the
International Covenant on Econamic, Social and Cultural Rights,
and to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
as well as to the other international instruments concerning human

rights, thereby conferring genuine universality on all these ins-
truments;

2. Invites all States immediately to take the necessary steps to
ratify the 1984 Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and requests the
Inter-Parliamentary Union to publish the list of countries which
have ratified this Convention;
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10.

11,

12,

calls on States to guarantee effective protection of fundamental
rights and freedams, in accordance with their respective consti-

tutional régimes and international instruments concerning human
rights;

Urges all States to respect the rights of national minori . |
ethriic groups and support them in their efforts to cultivate tneir

language and preserve their beliefs, national culture and heri-
tage;

Appeals to all Goverrmants to adapc their passport and visa regu-
lations in order to facilitate direct contacts among individuals;

Calls on Parliaments to undertake construccive efforts jointly at
the internaticnal level to pramote human rights, seek agreement
and mutual understanding, improve readiness to co-operate and seek
solutions to world problems such as hunger, disease, poverty,
homelessness and envirormental destruction, and to establigh a
just and democratic international economic system;

Underlines that it is important for Goverrments to establish equa-
lity between men and wamen in law and in practice and encourage
wamen to play more effective roles in econcmic and social develoy-
ment by improving their educational and enployment opportunities
and ensuring that all women are at liberty to decide freely and
responsibly on the number and spacing of their children by provid-
ing family-planning information and services;

Recognizes the right of every country to develcp according to its
social and econamic needs and cultural values, in.conformity with
its national legislation and internaticnal instruments, as well as

the human right of every citizen to benefit fram such develop-
ment;

Insists on the need to increase food production in the Third world
countries and to improve the distribution of resou-ces in order to
ensure econamic, social and cultural rights for their pecples;

Asserts the need to set up, in conformity with naticnal legisla-
tion, national institutions capable of effectively pramoting and
protecting human rights and to ensura the independence and inte-
grity of those institutions;

Stresses the need for every State to make provision, in its
national legislation and in accordance with its constitutional

system, for effective recourse procedures in cases involving vio-
lations of these rights;

Recamends that all States take appropriate measures to dissemi-
nate abjective information in the field of human rights and to
elaborate and adopt guidelines for education in a spirit of peace,
tolerance, understanding between pecples and respecc for human
rights and fundamental freedoms:

/Ol.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Calls on all States to provide necessary training for their police
officers, prison staff, military personnel and other relevant.
authorities on all aspects of their obligations and responsi -
bilities under the 1984 Convention against torture;

Calls for further improvement of international monitoring of the
cbservarce of internaticnally binding cbligations to respect human
rights;

Calls on the international cammunity constantly to review the
effectiveness of existing internatonal and multinational bodies
for the protection of humen rights and to propose the necessary
Improvements;

Reaffirms the need for States to report on the human rights situa-
tion in their respective countries, in conformity with their
internaticnal cbligations;

Calls on developed countries to consider providing, when
requested, financial, technical and/or other support to developing
countries, to assist them in meeting the conditions of ratifica-
tion and the cbligation of regular re-orting;

Invites the United Nations to consicder the possibility of streng-
theadng the effectiveness of the United Nations Centre for Humarn
Rights;

Stresses that a more advanced understanding of human rights
requires a general abolition of capital punishment or, at least,
in order to reach that goal, a progressive reduction of the number
of crimes for which capital punishnent is still applied;

Recalls thac the 78th Inter-Parliamentary Conference urged all
States to consider in all its aspects, within the framework of the
United Nations, the possibility of establishing an international
court of justice responsible for examining human rights violations
which do not fall within the jurisdiction of regional courts res-
paonsible for such matters.

B. With regard to the intermational co-operation in the humanitarian

field:

The 80th Inter-Parliamentary Conference,
Canvinced that human dignity is inviolable and that respect for

fundamental human rights forms the basis of every human society and, as
such, is the prerequisite for damestic peace within States and for peaceful
co—-operation,

Deeply concerned by the coatinuation of armed conflicts and their

serious consequences in the humanitarian field,

Noting and deploring that not only wars, but also countless dis-

asters, both natural or caused by man, are creating emergency situations,
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Stressing the imperative need to provide protection and assistance
to the victims of conflicts, natural or man-made disasters, diseases, epi-
demics and hunger in the world,

noting that international co-cperation in the humanitarlan field
is weakening under the effects of the world econamic ancd social crisis,

Recalling internaticnal humanitarian conventions, narticularly the
four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 on the protection of victims of
armed conflicts and their two Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977,

Also recalling the 1951 Convention relating to ths status of
relugees and the 1967 Protocol to that instrument,

Noting that different universal organizations, such as the Inter-
national Movement of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, the Office of the
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO), tha European Econamic
Camunity, the Organization of American States, etc., provide relief in the
event of natural or other disasters, and that several of them have under-
taken to prepare a draft convention to facilitate disaster relief,

Camending the role played in international co-cperaticn in the
hunanitariarn field by the international humanitarian organizations ¢f the
United Nations system and non-governmental humanitarian organizations,

Stressing the importance of the role played by the Internaticnal
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD),

Placing particular emphasis on the action of the Internaticnal
Camittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the universality of the principles of
humanity, neutrality and impartiality underlying its work,

Also emphasizing the humanitarian and non-political character of
the activities of the Office of the United Nations High Camissicner for
Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) <nd the United Nations Border Relief
Operation (UNBRO),

Convinced that humanitarian aid is an act of solidarity and that
effective co—operation in the humanitarian field depends on closer co-opera-
tion between those involved and on the co-ordination of their activities,

Stressing the contribution which Parliaments can and must make
to the development of internatiocnal co-operation in the humanitarian field,
and the nead for all Parliaments to continue their efforts in this field.

Recalling the terms of the resolutions adopted by the 76th and
78th Inter-Parliamentary Conferences,

1. Appeals for observance, at all times and in all circumstances, of
the rules of international humanitarian law and universally
recognized humanitarian principles;

/.I.
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2.

6.

States to pramote dialogue between donor and beneficiary
countries, betweer. ncn-governmantal humanitarian organizationa arcd
between such organizations and the countries that they assist, in
order to identify essential cbjectives and prevent dupiication ot
etforts;

%‘gﬁm the need to strengthen presenc arrangements at the
ternational level to ensure a rapid and effective response -

to the problems of a humanitarian nature facing the internaticaal
coammunity;

Invites Parliaments and Govermments to do everything in their
powar to respect and ensure campliance with the rules of
internaticnal humanitarian law in cases of armed cunflict and,
more particularly,

(a) To take all necessary legislative and other measures;

(b) To preserve the lives of civiliansg, release prisoners of war
as socr as hostilities are ended and recunstruct devastated
areas;

(c) To give the ICRC all the support it requires to carry out its
humanita-ian mission;

(d) To support efforts to increase public awareness of the
general activities of the International M vement of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent notably those of their own National
Societies;

() To fulfil scrupulously thelr camitment, wider the Geneva
Conventions, to disseminate the principles of intermational
hinanitarian law, particularly among the armed forces;

(£) To hasten the process of ratification of the two Protocol:
additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, one
of which relates to the protection of the victims of
internaticonal armed conflicts and the other to the protection
of victinms of non-international armed contlicts, both adopted
on 8 June 1977, or the procedure of accession to those
instruments;

Recamends the creation of a working group camposed of the
representatives of the main universal and regional organizations
providing assistance in the event of natural or other dizasters
(International Movement of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent,
UNHCR, UNDRC, EEC, QAUJ, etc.), to co-ordinate and hasten the
preparation of an internaticnal convention to provide swift and
effective relief to the victims of disasters, botn natural or
caused by man;

the need to guarantee the continuity of the structure and
operations of the Internaticnal Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) , urges the industrialized countries to assume a major share
of the third replenishment of its resources, and requests the
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developing countries, traditional contributors, to maintain their
contribution to the third replenishment at the same level as their
contribution to the second;

Also requests Parliaments and Goverrments to support non- govern-
mental humanitarian organizations;

calls on all Goverrments and Parliaments to eradicate the causes
of the refugee and expellee prcblem, in particular, massive and
flagrant human rights violations, national and international mili-
tary conflicts, and foreign occupation;

Urges States to ratify the universal and regional juridical
instruments concerning refugees and expellees or, as the case may
be, to withdraw the reservations restricting their cbligations
under these instruments;

Callg on all Governments and Parliurents to be mindful of their
responsiollity to grant refugees protection and to accept the vic-
timg of political persecution, in accordance with the 1951 Geneva
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees;

Urgently appeals to all States to provide financial and organiza-
ticnal support to assist host countries with the additicnal precb-
lems caused by the presence of refugees and asylum-seekers;

Calls on each Parliament, together with its respective Government,
to contribute to the creation of a national emergency aid and
solidarity fund for the victims of natural disasters or to take
other appropriate steps to ensure rapid relief for victims;

Encourages Govermments to provide the resources needed for humani-
tarian activities carried out at the international level.

/.CC
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

Resolution on :

THE CONTRIBUTION OF PARLIAMENTS TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS ON THE GRANTING OF
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL TERRTTORIES, AND TO THE
ELIMINATION OF COLONIALISM, RACISM AND APARTHEID

(adopted by 878 votes to 4, with 141 abstentions*)

The 80th Inter-Parliamentary ConfefTénce,

Noting United Nations General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling UN General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October
1970, containing the Programme of Action for the Full Implementation of the
Declaraticn, and resolution 35/118 of 11 December 198C, the Annex to whicl
containsg the Plan of Action for the Full Implementaticn of the Declaration,

%ﬂﬂg of UN General Assembly resoluticrn 40/3%6 of 2 December
198% cornce the 25th anniversary of the above-mentioned Declaration,

confirming all previous resolutions adopted by the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union concerning the implementation of the Declaraticn and the elim-
ination of apartheid and all forms of racism,

Noting with deep conce:n the existence of colonialist countries
which hinder the efforts made to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial
discrimination in territories under their domination, violating the prin-
ciples of the United Natiocns Charter and the resolutions of the United
Nations General Assembly,

Aware that all forms of colonialism and racism must be eradicated
from Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and the South Pacific,

zing the key role played by the United Nations in the im-
plementation of UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), especially with
regard to the granting of independence to a great many colonial, trust and
non-self-governing territories,

Realizing the urgant need to take effective measures to ensure
prampt elimination of the last vestiges of colonialism and racial discrimi-
natiorn,

* Reservations were expressed by the French delegation without any mention
of the paragraphs in question, by the delegation of the Federal Republic
of Germany to operative paragiraph 3, by the Moroccan delegation to the
30th preambular paragraph and to cperative paragraphs 29 and 30, by the
delegation of the United Kingdom to cperative paragraphs 34 and 35 and to
other, unspecified paragraphs and by the United States delegation to
cperative paragraphs 4, 26 and 27, Full dstails of the vote may be
cbtained fr.m tne Secretariat of the Inter-Parliamantary Union, Place du
Petit-Saconnax, CP 438, 1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland.

/ut.
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Recalling that the peoples of Namibia and South Africa, in spite
of numerous resolutions passad by the United Nations General Assembly and
Security Council, remain subjected to the most inhuman colonialist, racist
and apartheid policy,

Taking into account the United Nations resolution ending South
Africa's mandate over Namibia, of which Walvis Bay and the Penguin Islands
are integral parts, as well as Security Council resolution 435 (1978) laying

the foundations for a just, peaceful and lasting solutior. to the Namibian
conflict,

Reaffiming its support for the struggle waged by the people of
South Afcica under the leadership of its national liberation movements to
exercise its right to self-determination and to create a free, democratic,
united and non-racial South Africa,

strongly condemning racist South Africa and its continued illegal
and colonial occupation of Namibia in contravention of the decisions of the
UN Security Council,

Confirming the inalienable right of the pecple of Namibia to free-
&m, self-determination and national independence in a united Namibia,

Welcaming the construc.ive approarh of the South West Africa
Pecple's Organization (SWAPO) to diplomatic initiatives and the United
Nations' efforts in search of a just and peaceful solution to the Namibia
problenm through negotiation,

Recalling that the continued efforts of South Africa to "link" the
problem of granting independence to Namibia to irrelevant and extraneous
issues have been condemned throughout the world and rejected hy the UN
General Assembly and Security Council,

Reaffirming that Namibia's resources belong solely to the people
of Namibia and that exploitation of these resources by foreign econamic cir
cles under the protectiun of the colonial régime of South Africa is illegal
and encolrages the occupation régime to pursue a more uncampramising and
arrogant policy,

Expressing its regret over South Africa's use of the territory of
Namibia as a springboard for new acts of aggression against independent
African States,

Expressing deep concern over continued violations of the mandatory
enbargo on arms supplies, established by UN Security Council resolution 418
(1977), and also over the nuclear collaboration of same Western States and
Israel with the racist régime of South Africa,

Welcaming the decisions taken with regard to southern Africa by
the 23rd Conference of Heads of State and Goverrment of the Organization of
African Unity (QAU), held in Addis Ababa in July 1987,

Noting with satisfaction the start of the negotiating process
aimed at political settlement in south western Africa,
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Digmaved at the extent of the loss of life and lirmb and of the
destructicn of econamic and social infrastructures amounting to billions of
dollars and further exacerbated by Pretoria's use of armed bandits, parti
cularly in Angola and Mozambique,

Deeply concesned by the constant refusal of certain Western coun-
tries to give effect to United Nations resolutions concerning camprehensive
and mandatory sanctions against South Africa, which remain the cnly effec-
tive peacetul means available to the internaticnal community of eliminating
apartheid and hastening the accession of Namibia to independance,

Stressing the urgent need to draw the attention of the inter-
naticnal camudty to the intolerable repression and racism prevailing in
South Africa and Namibia,

Convinced that there can be no positive developments in South
Africa until all political priscners and detainees have been released and
the liberation movements are able to participate in all negotiations,

Reaffirming its strong determination totally and unconditiocnally
Lo suppress racism in all its forms, racial discrimination, apartheid, as

well as any kind of discrimination based on colour, religion or ethnic
origin,

Encouraged by the four-party meetings of the Goverrments of
Angola, Cuba, South Africa and the United States of America aimed at achiev-

ing a peaceful soluticn to the conflict in south western Africa and indepen-

dence for Namibia within a year, in accordance with UN Security Council
resolution 435 (1978),

' Gravely concerned over the tense situation which has persisted for
80 long in southern Africa, perpetuated by the South African régime's con-
tinuing occupation of Namibia and its refusal so far to recognize the in-

alienable right of the people of Namibia to independence and to put an end
to its racist apartheid policy,

Recalling the recent appeal by the Non-Aligned Conference of
Foreign Ministers in Nicosia, Cyprus, for a Special Sessiocn of the United
Natlons Ceneral Assenbly to be held in 1989, davoted to the Question of
apartheid and its destructive tendencies in South /frica,

Taking note of the right of the people of Western Sahara to self-
determination and indeperdence and of the peace plan proposed by the United
Nations Secretary-General for a political settlement of the Western Sahara
Question, which takes into account the just aspirations of the pecple,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolutions 38/40,
39/40, 40/50, 41/16 and 42/78 concerning the Western Sahara qQuestion, which
take up the peace plan contained in resolution AHG/104 adopted by consensus
at the 19th Conference of the QAU Heads of State and Goverrmant,

Supporting the endeavours of the United Nations Secretary-General
and the Crairman of the CAU to pramote implementaticn of the resolutions
concerning the right of the Sahrawi pecple to self-detemination and

/oon
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indepandance through the holding of a democratic referendum without any

military or administrative constraints, under the auspices of the United
Nations and the QAU,

Noting with gatisfaction UN Security Council resolution 621 on
Western Sahara, adopted unanimously by its members, supporting the efforts
of the Secre' Jy-General ¢“ the United Nations and of the Chairman of the
QAU with a vuew to holding a referendum on self-determination under the
supervision of the United Nations in co-cperation with the QAU,

1. Reaffirmg that the Declaraticn on “the Granting of Indspendence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples should be implemsnted in full and
without exception;

2. Dgclares that the continued existence of colonialism in all forma
and manifestations - including racism, apartheid and the activit-
ies of foreign econcmic and other circles, all of which run count-
er to the UN Charter and the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Pecples, as well as vic
lation of the right to self-datermination and fundamental human
rights of the peoples of colonial territories, and the continued
policy and practice of suppressing legal nutional liberation move-
ments - is incompatible with the UN Charter, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Cclonial Countries and Pecples, and poses a major
threat to internaticnial peace and security;

3. Recognizeg the right of pecples subjected to colonial, neo-

colonial and racist damination to use every means possible, in-

cluding armed struggle, to attain freedam;

4. Denounces the attempis by colonial Powers to perpetuate their
military presence by maintaining so-called sovereign bases and
to dismember their colonlal territories and the use of those ter-
ritories for purposes which are incampatible with both the inter-
ests of the native peoples and the muintenance of internaticnal
peace and security;

5, Reaffirms that the continuation of colonialism in all its forma,
including foreign occupation and the establishment of settlers, is
incampatible with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples:

6. Welcanes the comendable endeavours of the United Nations
Secretary-General vho offers his good offices to reduce tensicn
and end conflicts, in particular by ensuring that the principles
of the United Nations Charter and resoluticns are respected;

7. gtrongly condemns the policy of apartheid, which deprives the maj-
ority of the population of South Africa of its citizenship and
fundamental freedcms and human rights;

/...
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10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

Demandg that the South African authoritles:

(a) Immediately and unconditionally release Nelson Mandela and
all other political prisoners;

(b) Prevent illegal prosecuticn of the Sharpeville Six;
(¢) Immediately lift the state of emergency;

(d) Lift the ban on political activity of democratic mass organi-
zations, including the United Democratic Front (UDF) and the
Congress of “outh African Trade Unicns (COSATU);

(e) Abolish discriminatory legislation and mass media restriction
and censcrship;

(£) Begin, without any pre-conditions, poiitical dialogue with
the genuine majority leaders with the purpose of immediately

eliminating apartheid and creating a representative govern-
ment;

(g) Eliminate the system of Bantustans;

(h) Discontinue actions aimud at political and econamic destabil:-
ization of the front-line and other States;

Vigorously condemns the racist régime of Pretoria for its illegal
occupation of Namibia, while hoping that effect will be given to
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) in accordance with the com-
mitments made by South Africa in the recent four-party talks, fol-
lowing direct negotiations with SWAPO;

Strongly conderms the acts of aggression, destabilization and
State terrorism perpetrated by the South African régime against
the front-line States, that create a climate of terror, instabil-
ity and insecurity throughcut southern Africa;

Endorgses the call by the Non-Aligned Conference of Foreign
Ministers held in Nicosia, Cyprus, for a Special Session of the
United Naticns General Assembly to be held in 1989, devoted to the

question of apartheid and its destructive tendancies in South
Africa;

Calls on Parliaments to give their strong support to the convening
of the UN Special Sessiun devoted to the question of apartheid and
its destructive tendencies in South Africa;

Strongly conderms the South African régime for its continued il-
legal occiupation of Namibia in contravention of the UN resolutions
on Namibia:

confirmg that the UN plan for granting independence to Namibia, as
contained in UN Security Council resolutions 385 (1976) and 435
(1978), is the only internaticrially acceptable basis for a peace-
ful settlement of the Namibia prablem, and demands its pramt im-
plementation without any pre-conditions and changes;

/l..
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18,

19,

20.

2l.

22.

23.

4.

25.
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Solemnly declares once again that the granting of independence to
Namibia should be accampanied by the preaservation of its territor-
ial integrity, of which Walvis Bay and the offshore islands are
integral parts;

Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle waged by the pecple of
Namibia for self-determination and its right to use all available
means, including armed struggle;

Notes with satisfaction the measures taken by same countries,
intarnational organizations, parIlamentarians, institutions and
non-goverrmental organizations to bring pressure to bear on the
racist régime of South Africa, and gallg on them to redouble their
efforts to make the racist régime camply with UN resolutions and
decisions on Namibia and South Africa;

Urgently calls on the UN Security Council to discuss without delay

the question of imposing carprehensive mandatory sanctions against
South Africa;

Requests all parliamentarians to urge their respective Goverrments
to take measures to guarantee that all enterprises and persoru:
under their jurisdiction fully cbserve and implement the pro
visions of Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural
Rasources of Namibia;

Believes thst an independent Namibia is not cbliged to honour
South Africa's huge foreign debt under recent practice at indepen-
dence or under relevant conventions on rights and duties of suc-
cession at independencs;

Calls on the creditors to hold the South African régime respons-
ible for contracting and under cbligation to settle foreign debts
entered into for purposes of its illegal occupation of and pres-
ence in Namibia;

Appeals to the international cammnity to give assistance to SWAPO
in order that it may return to Namibia after its protracted
22 years of struggle and participate in the UN-organized general
elections which must be free and fair;

Also appeals to the inteinational cammunity to give material and
financial assistance to an independent Namibia with a view to the
reconstruction of its econcamy;

Further appeals to all Parliaments to urge their Goverrments firm-
1y to support the call for the imposition of mandatory sancticns
against South Africa and to end investments in and assistance to
that country;

Cautiously supports the recent agreement of 8 August 1988 involv-
ing Angola, Cuba and South Africa, initiated with the mediation of
the United States of America and aimed at achieving a peaceful
golucion to the struggle for Namibian independence and the occu-
pation of the southern part of Angola by South African troops:
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26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

al.

32.

33.

4.

Requests the Government of the United States of America and the
Goverrmant of South Africa to stop their financial, military and
political aid to UNITA so that the People's Republic of Angola may
live in peace and intensify implementation of its policy of clem-
ency and national harmonization;

£ the right of the people of Puerto Rico to self- deter-

tion, independence and sovereignty in conformity with United
Nations General Assembly resoliution 1514 (XV) and the full applic-
ability of that resolution to the case of Puerto Rico;

o that the question of Western Sahara is a desolonization
T ) ¢ch remains to be resolved on the basis of the exercise by
the pecple of Western Sahara of its inalienable right to self-
dsterndnation and independence;

the immediate implementation of resolution AHG/104 adop~
ted by the 19th Conference of the OAU Heads of State and Govern-
ment and United Naticns General Assembly resolutions 40/50, 41/16
and 42/78, so that the pecple of Western Sahara may exercise its
right to self-determination and independence;

Renews its request to both parties to the conflict, the Kingdom of
Morocco and the Polisario Front, to initiate direct negotiations
at the earliest possible date to agree on the terms of a cease-
fire that will create the conditions defined in the Peace Plan of
the OA and the United Nations for a refe.andum on self-
determination in Western Sahara, under the auspices of the QAU and
the United Nations, without any military or administrative con-
straints;

welcames the acceptance, in principle, by the two parties to the
conflict, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Polisario Front, of the
proposals of the Chairman of the QAU and the United Nations
Secretary-General, and considers that Security Council
resolution 621, adopted on 20 September 1988, constitutes a con-
solidation of the process aiming at the full implemantation of the
QAU-UN peace plan;

Algo welcanes the improvement of relations in the Maghreb region
v?&ch is likely to pramote the earliest possible implementation of
the peace plan sutmitted by the UN Secretary-General and accepted
by all parties concerned;

Calls on all Parliaments to support the efforts of the WN
Secretary-General to implement Security Council resolution 621 at
the earliest possible date;

the refusal of tle United Kingdom to cawply with UN
General Assembly resolution 41/40 reaffirming the legitimate
rights of the Argentine Republic over the Falkland Islands

(Malvinas), South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and their
territorial waters;

/!U‘
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gStrongly reaffirmg the right of the Argentine Republic to recover
the Falkland Islands (alvinas), South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands, %ﬁf‘ attenpts by the United Kingdam to appy
the principle of right to self-datermination in the case of
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), and recalls that the present in-
habitants of these islands are not a colonized people as defined
by resolution 1514 (XV) of the United Nations General Assembly,

/e
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CONCLUSIONS OF 1HE SUPPORT COMMITTEE TO THE
CONVENING OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Report adopted by consensus by the Inter-Parlismentar Council
at its 1l43rd session
(8ofia, 24 Septembar 1988)
INTRODUCTION
1. At its 142nd session (Guatemala City, April 1988), the Inter-

Parliamentary Council extended the mandate of the Inter—~Parlismentary
Support Committee to the campaign for the couvening of an intarnational
conference on peace in the Middle East* go that t: might report anev to the
Council at its 143rd session in Sofia.

2. On this basis, the Secretary General, by circular letter
GRP/88/DSG.7 of 26 May 1988, again requestad all National Groups to communi-
cate information and observitions on follow-up action to the recommendation
of the 77th Inter-Fuvltamentary Conference related to an international
conference on peace in the Middle East. A number of Groups responded to
this secoud appeal and summaries of their messages (the full texts of which
may be made available on request) are given in the attached Annex. 1In
addition, the Annex contains information received from the United Nations as
vell as from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

VIEWS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

3. On 21 September 1988, the members of the Support Committee held a
zeeting in Sofia, with & view to drafting their report to the Inter—
Parliamentary Council. They also had the opportunity of exchanging views
vith a delegation of Arab National Groups, the Arab Inter~Parliamentary
Union and the Palestine Natiomal Council. The National Group of Israel

* This Comnittee was set up by the Inter-Parliamentary Council at its lélst
session (Bangkok, Octobar 1987), following a recommendation made by the
77th Incer-Parlismentary Coanference.

/s




A/43/75%9
English
Page 23

conveyed to the Suppret Committee that it did not believe that an
internacional conference on peace in the Middle East would solve the
problems of the area, but that bilateral talks with the Arab National Groups
concerned would be useful to that end. Accordingly, they would be ready to
meet with those National Groups and would consider it useful if the Support
Committee could bring about such a meeting. The members of the Support
Committee did not consider that such a role would fall within the terms of
reference assigned to the Committee by the Inter~Parliamentary Council.

b, The members of the Jupport Committee noted the favourable
conditions of diminished tensions prevailing at the present time and
considerad that there was an historic opportunity of sdvancing the cause of
convening an international conference on peace in the Middle East. They
considered it a positive element and were encouraged by the increased
support for such & conference by National Groups from various parts of the
wvorld and of different political orientations.

S. At the same time, the members of the Support Committee noted that
conditions in the area continued to dateriorate, making the convening of an
international conference on peace in the Middle East even more urgent,
particularly as no viable alternative solutions seemed to be available.
They noted the cortinued manifestatinn in favour of their legitimate rights
by the Palestinian people and remained concerned about the situation
prevailing in the occupied areas, particularly about acts of violence and
violation of human rights of Palestinians.

6. They also felt that acts of terrorism, vherever they occurred,
veres never justified and believed that their elimination would certainly
improve conditions for che convening of an international conference on peace
in the region.

7. The members of the Support Committee remsined convinced that the
situation in the Middle East required a political solution. They considered
thut, given the general improvement of the international climate and the
policy of disengagement from the West Bank recently announced by H.M. King
Hussein of Jordan, an unequivocal mutual recognition of all parties
concerned, would go a long way touward facilitating the convening of an
international conference on peace in that region.

8. The members of the Support Committee commended the initiative of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, described in the Annex
to this report, and expressed the readines of their Committee to assist the
larliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in their effort to promote
the convening of an international conference on peace in the Middle East.

9. In view of the above considerations the members of the Support
Coumittee recommend to the Inter-Parlismentary Council that it reiterate its
support and encouragement to the United Nations Secretary-General's action
in this connection as wall as its request to the Inter-Parliamentary
Secretary General to urge National Groups to continue communicating their
respective follow-up action in promoting an international conference on
peace in the Middle East, for consideration by the Council, at its lé4th
session in Budapest, in March 1989. As a consequence, they also recommend
tc the Council to extend the mandate of the Support Committee so that it may
report to the Council at that time.

/'..
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SUMMARY OF COMMUNICATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE ATTENTION
OF THE INTER=PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT COMMITTEE TO THE
CAMPAIGN FOR THE CONVENING OF AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The communications summarigzed below supplement those of China,
Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Germany (Federal Republic of), Hungary, India, Jordan,
Pakistan, Roman.., ’~ain, Syrian Arab Republic; Tunisia, Yugoslavia,
Austria/Tunisis, Tunisis/United Kingdom, United Nations, Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union, Palestine National Council, contained in the
Annex to the report of the Support Committee to the Campaign for the
Convening of an International Conference on Peace in the Middle East,
adopted by consensus by the 142nd session of the Inter-Perliamentary Council
(Guatemala, 16 April 1988).

NATIONAL GROUPS

Algeria

In July 1988, the National Group of Algeria decided to establish ¢
parliamentary group in support of the Palestinian cause, within the National
People's Assenbly. One of that Group's main objectives will be to undertake
any .ction which would favour the understanding of the Palestinian cause and
promor ' sympathetic support by the international parliamentary community,
vith a view to, inter alia, holding an international conference on the
Middle East which vould legitimize the rights of the Palestinian people.

Canada

In June 1988 Canada hosted the annual meeting of the seven major
vestern industrialized countri.s (Canada, France, Italy, Japan, United
Kingdom, United States, West Germany). The Cenadian Secratary of State for
External Affairs made the following statement on behalf of the seven : "We
express our deep concern at the increasing instability in the Near-East.
The current violence in the occupied territories is a clear sign that the
status quo is not sustainable. An early negotiated settlement to the
underlying Arab-Israeii dispute is essential. We declare our support for
the convening of a properly structured international conference as the
appropriate framework for the necessary negotiations beétween the parties
directly concerned”.

The Canadian view is that a properly structured international
conference should provide for direct negotiations, which are required to
ensure the commitment of the parties tc any settlement.

In the context of bringi<g about & political solution, the
Governaent of Canada has appealed t> the Government of Israel to show the
utmost flexibility in approaching negotiations and has urged the Palestinian
loadership to confirm its willingness to recognize the State of Israel. It
has clearly statad its position that the current violence in the occupied
territories is destructive to the peace process.
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Cvgrus

The Cypriot National Group expressed its belief “"that a just and
lasting settlement of the Middle East problem can only be achieved through
the convening of an international conference with the participation of all
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. This belief is propa-
gated by the Cypriot Members in various international fora in which they
participate.” The position of the Government was similar. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs had been sent a copy of the reTevant Middle East resolution
adopted by the 77th Conference.

The urgency of convening an international peace conference had
been highlighted by the ongoing events in the occupied Arab territories and
in December 1987, the House of Representatives unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion regarding the events in the occupied Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The
resolution, inter alia, "condemns the oppressive acts of the Israeli occupa-
tion forces in these areas and reiterated its support of the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations on the Middle East problem”.

Egypt

Referring to its previous note stating, inter alia, that "Egypt's
consistent policy is that the holding of the international conference on
peace in which the permanent members of the UN Security Council must
participate as well as all parties to the conflict, above all the PLO, as
the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, is the right
approach for putting an end to the Arab-Israeli confliet and finding a legal
solution to the Palestinian question which is acceptable to the
international community™, the Egyptian National Group underscores that
"Israel's occupation, over twenty years ago, of the Arab territories in
1967, accompanied by the Palestinian people'’s categorical rejection of this
situation, merely exacerbates the need to build the edifice of a
comprehensive peace based on justice, to restore the legitimate rights of
all those entitled to such rights within a framework which guarantees mutual
security, and to recognize the right of all States in the region to live in
peace within secure and recognized boundaries, on the basis of the principle
of the inadmissibility of the occupation of a country through war.” Both
the Egyptian Government and people are untiringly pursuing their efforts
throughout the world for a peaceful settlement, by means of negotiations
between the parties and within the framework of an international peace
conference.

The Egyptian National Group hopes that "the Committee will take
into consideration the fact that the attempt to impose a fait accompli and
to maintain such a sftuation carries with it grave threats and entails the
most unfortunate cor:»quences.” TIt, therefore, considers that "there is no
alternative to respouasible action and efforts by all Governments and peoples
with a view to accelerating the process of peace in the Middle East region
and to allowing the Palestinian people to regain its legitimate rights.”

Germany (Federal Republic of)

The National Group of the Federal Republic of Germany reported
that, in March 1988, the Bundestag had devoted a session to an item entitled



A/43/7%9
English
Paqge 26

"The situation in the Middle East, with particular referance to the terri-
tories occupied by Israel”. The same month, a Bundestag delegation of its
Foreign Affairs Committee to the Maghreb had discussed the question of a
Middle East conference with its hosts, Arab Leajue representatives and the
PLO. Moreover, the Bundestag had organized talks with Israeli authorities.
Finally, the relevant resolution of the 77th Conference bearing on the
Middle East was published and discussed by the bhundestag in May 1988.

The Federal Government consistently endorsed "an international
conference under United Nations auspices". It continued to consider "such
a conference to be the appropriate framework f£8r furthering the peace
process”. But it believed that conference details (such as participants and
terms of raference) should be left to the countries directly concerned. The
Government will continue to develop this policy in the future. Like the
European Community, it also coniinued to be preoccupied by the fate of the
Palestinien people living in the Israeli-occupied territories. The situa-
tion prevailing there underlined the urgency of reaching a political settle-
ment.

Moroecco

The Moroccan National Group reported that its parliamentarians
fully supported the proposal to convene without delay an international
conference on the Middle East in which all parties concerned, including the
PLO and the permanent members of the UN Security Council, would participate
on an equsl footing. This was the way to establish a just and lasting peace
on the basis of UN resolutions on Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict,
in particular resolutions recognizing the Palestinian people's right to
self-determination and establishment of its own State.

On 5 May 1988, the House of Representatives held a special session
on the situation in the occupied territories. It then adopted a declaration
in vhich it reiterated its support for the Palestinian uprising in these
territories, again condemned the acts of repression and aggression by the
zinnists against the Palestinian Arab people, and reuffirmed its support
for the holding of an international conference on peace in the Middle East
as soon as possiblae.

Nicarliul

The Nicaraguan National Group reported that its Government had
alvays strongly defended the Palestinian cause. Since 1984, Nicaragua has
stressed the urgent nead to convene an international peace conference on the
Middle East under United Nations suspices and with the participation of all
the parties involved, including the PLO as the sole, legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people. Nicaragua has manifested its
unconditional support for these people's uprising in Gaza and the West Bank,
illegally occupied by Israsl, and at the same time it has strongly condemned
Israel's repressive and terrorist policies. 1In this connection, Nicaragua
has taken an active part in a number of United Nations and Non=Aligned
Countries' meetings as well as IPU Conferences, where it has consistently
supported the urgent need to convene an international conference on peace in
the Middle East.
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Syrian Arab Republic

The Syrian National Group reiterated its position with ragard to
the coavening of an Lnternational conference on peace in the Middle East.
The Group endorsed UN General Assembly resolutions on the convening of such
a conference. It furthermore underlined the need to ensure participation
therein of all parties in a state of war, the PLO and th. permanent members
of the UN Security Council. So as to achieve peace on the basis of the
principles of the UN Charter and of the UN resolutions dealing with the
Arab-1sraeli conflict, the proposed conferance should be effactive and not
serve as a cover for partial and individual agreements. It should lead to
total [sraell withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories (including
Jerusaler) and should guarantee the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people.

Turkey

The Turkish National Group felt that the Palestinian problem lies
at the heart of the Middle East conflict, and that a just and lasting peace
in the region could only be achieved on the basis of (a) Israeli forces'
withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories (including Jerusalem) and (b)
the recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determinatiou. Turkey welcomed all peace
efforts including the convening of an international confsrence on peace in
the Middle East, at which all parties concerned, including the PLO, would be
represented, and the National Group would coutinue to do its utmost to
contribute to the efforts in this regard.

USSR

The National Group of the USSR reported that the Soviet Union
favoured a sclution to the Middle East conflict which took into account the
balance of interests of all parties concerned. It considered that for peace
to be established, lsrael had to end its occupation of the Arab and
Palestinian territories; at the same time, the security and right of all
States and nations in the ar~a to full national developmant had to be
ensured. An international conference on peace in the Middle East could find
mutually acceptable solutions to all aspects of the gettlement. All parties
to the conflict, especially the PLO, as well as the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council, should participate in the preparation and work
of the counference.

In recent years, the USSR had actively promoted the idea of
convening a Middle East conference in the United Nations and other
{nternational fora, while pursuing consultations with the parties to the
conflict and with the United States of America. Soviet parliamentarians as
well as various national organizations were playing an active part in these
efforts.

United Kingdom

The British Natioual Group reported that its position on the
matter remained unchanged from the joint Tunisian-British declaration on the
subject summarized in the Annex to the Support Committee's report to the
142nd session of the Council.
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Viet Nam

The Vietnamese National Group reported that its mombers us well as
the National Asiuembly's Forelgn Affaicrs Committews support the IPU Committee
in favour of convening a confareuce ou peace in the Middle East. They
condenned "oppressive terrorist Israeli acts againsc Arab people”, and
supported the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to self~-
determination, to return to their homeland and to establish their own
independent State. The Group reiterated that the National Assembly and the
people of Viet Nam supported the convening of an international conference on
peace in the Middle East with the full participacion of the PLO.

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
United Nations

The position of the United Nations Security Council, General
Assembly and Secretary-General, has not chaunged since that reported in some
detail in the Annex to the Conclusions of the Support Committee to the
Convening of an International Conference on Peace in the Middle East,
adopted by tha 142nd session of the Inter-Parliamentary Council (Guatemala,
16 April 1988).

As he stated in January 1988, the UN Secretsry-General continued
to believe that "a settlement should be negotiated by means of an
international conference under United Nations auspiceu, with the
participation of all concerned” and he remained committdd to exploring
actively with the parties and with the members of the UN Security Council,
especially its permanent members, how the present impasse in the peace
process could be unblocked. Unfortunately, bilateral attempts in this
direction have not borne fruit to date and no discussion on this matter has
been held in any of the UN organs since those reported to the
Inter-Parliamentary Council at its 142nd session in April 1988. Nor havae
any relevant UN documents been issued since that date.

At the present time, the President of the UN Security Council ls
conducting bilateral consultations on this matter with members of his
Council with a view to informing the UN Secratary-General of their results
by 22 September 1988. The latter is expected to issue his report on the
situation by the end of this month, shortly after the start of the 43rd
session of the UN General Assembly.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

A membaer of the Support Committee (Mr. Martinez) drew attention to
a resolution "on the prospects for an international Middle East Peace
Conference”, adopted by the Political Affairs Committee of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe on 13 June 1988. In the resolution, the
Assembly, inter alia, decided "to do its utmost ... to try to overcome
existing reservations and help create the climate of confidence necessary
for the earliest possible opening of talks aimed at convening the
international conference which has become indispensable if the inhabitants
of the Middle East and neighbouring regions wish to evert disaster”. It
also decided on the principle of a facc-finding mission to the Middle East
region "with « view to prepsring a parliamentary confarence in Strasbourg
for early 1989 with the countries participating in a possible Middle East
peace conference”,




