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INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 43/178 of 20 December 1988, the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-Gemeral to charge the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) with the supervision of the development of the programue
of economic and social assistance to the Palestinian people and to report to
the Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on the progress made in
implementing the resolution. Pursuant to this resolution. the
Secretary-General submitted a report on asslstance to the Palestinlan people
(A/45/503) to the General Assembly at its forty-~fifth session.

2. Follcwiug its consideration of the Secretary-General's report, the
General Assembly adopted resolution 45/183 of 21 December 1990, on assistance
to the Palestinian people, in which it, jinter alia, took note of the report of
the Secretary-General on assistance to the Palestinlan people; requestnd the
World Food Programme to provide food assistance to the Palestinian people in
the occupied Palestinian territory; requested the international community, the
organizations of the United Nations system and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to sustain and increase their assistance to the
Palestinian people, in close cooperation with the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO); called for treatment on a transit basis of Palestinian
exports and imports passing through neighbouring ports and points of exit and
entry; also called for the granting of trade concessions and concrete
preferential measures for Palestinian exports on the basis of Palestinian
certificates of origin; reiterated its call for the implementation of
development. projects in the occupied Palestinian territory, including the
projects mentioned in General Assembly resolution 39/223 of 18 December 1984;
and regquested the Secretary-Gemeral to report in full to the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session, through the Economic and Social Council, on the
progress made in the implementation of the resolution.

3. On behalf of the Secretary-General, the Executive Director of UNCHS
(Habitat) wrote to the various concerned sources requesting information on the
implementation of the above-mentioned resolution. Given below are the
summaries of the replies received.

4. Any additional information received will be issued as an addendum to the
present report.
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II. REPLIES FROM THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
A. United Nations
1. United Nations Children's Fund
Introduction

5. UNICEF has been supporting programmes for Palestinian children and women
irn Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the West Bank and Gaza since 1980. Assistance
in the fields of health, pre-school and primary education, women's programmes,
water supply and sanitation is provided in close cooperation with UNRWA and
other relevant United Nations agencies. Emphasis has been placed on the
reduction of infant mortality rates through improvements in primary health
care and the promotion of health education for mothers and primary school
children. Speucial attention has been given to the protection of children
against the six vaccine-preventable diseases, control of diarrhoeal diseases,
control of acute respiratory infections and promotion of suafe delivery
practices for mothers. Since the beginning of the Gulf crisis in August 1990,
strenuous efforts have been made to sustain the above-mentioned programme.
New programmes have also been planned to address the impact of the crisis.

Palestinians in Jordan

6. During the 1980s, UNICEF working in close cooperation with the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near

East (UNRWA), helped to achieve a considerable reduction in infant mortality
rates. The infant mortal!ty rate among Palestinians has fallen from 59 to
35 per 1,000 live births during the period 1980 to 1990. The main
contributory factor to this reduction is UNICEF's promotion of child
immunization, control of diarrhoeal diseases and control of acute respiratory
infections. Immunization coverage levels for DPT3 and OPV3 were increased
from 30 per cent in 1980 to 99 per cent in 1990. Coverage for measles was
also increased to 90 per cent. Deaths airising from diarrhoeal diseases have
been reduced from more than 3,000 per annum in the early 1980s to just

100 por year at present. UNICEF provided vaccines, syringes, cold chain
equipment and oral rehydration salts. Other programmes supported by UNICEF
include an income-generating programme for women and the provision of basic
health education for mothers.

7. A new programme of cooperation for the period 1990-1994, approved by the
1990 UNICEF Executive Board, aims to sustain the gains made in une field of
immunization, control of diarrhoeal disease and control of acute respiratory
infections. It places increased emphasis on promoting safe motherhood so as
to prevent and reduce disabilities among children. Two new programmes were
also initiated. The first is an early childhood development programme which
involves kindergarten teachers and parents in effective eariy educatlonal
stimulation of young children. The second programme is an action-oriented
school health project in which teachers are trained to pass on vital health
information to school children.
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8. Under the regular programme, UNICEF continues to provide through UNKWA
supplies and equipment for the immunization programme and ORS for control of
diarrhoeal diseases. UNICEF supported the training of 100 UNRWA medical and
paramedical staff with special emphasis on primary health care services, safe
motherhood and early detection of disability. The comprehensive health
education programme has roached ovor 85 per cent of women. Nutrition
education classes to equip mothers with knowledge for better feeding of their
children and families have been organized. A survey was conducted to find out
the major causes of child morbidity and a medium-term campaign on prevention
of disability was launched in November 1990,

9, Following the Gulf crisis, some 400,000 Palestinians have returned to
Jordan. UNICEF supported a study on the impact of the crisis on women and
children in Jordan. The study shows that: the percentage of families living
below the poverty line has increased to 30 per cent of all families (i.e.

1 million Jordan/Palestiniansg); 5 per cent of the population (i.e.

150,000 people) are absolute poor; unemployment has surged beyond 30 per cent;
anaemia and malnutrition among women and children are on the risa; over
40,000 students have returned from the Gulf and as a result the educational
facilities and the health services are overstretched. Thus, the gains that
Jordan had made in social services are now threatened. UNICEF has prepared a
plan of action to minimize the adverse .mpact of the crisis on both Jordanian
and Palestinian children., The plan includes support for nutrition, health,
basic education, income generation and information retrieval programmes in the
amount of $US 6.2 million.

Palestinians in the Syrlan Arab Republic

10. As in the case of Jordan, UNICEF, in close collaboration with UNRWA, has
contributed to progress in child survival. During the period 1984 to 1989,
the infant mortality rate declired from 41 to 32 per 1,000 live births.
llniversal child immunization was attained several years ahead of the 1990
target date and has been successfully sustained. The majority of mothers have
been made aware through an effective community education campaign on how to
prevent dehydration during diarrhoeal diseasos.

11. UNICEF supported a water supply and sanitation programme to provide clean
water and a sewage network for 7,000 people. Pumps were also provided to
increase water supply for an additional 6,000 poople in 8 camps. UNICEF, in
collaboration with GOPAR, the Syrian government agency responsible for
Palestinians, has provided educational materials, basic equipment, furniture,
and kindergarten teacher training in refugee camps,

12, In 1991, the Executive Board will have before it a new programme of
assistance in the amount of $1.6 billion for the period 1991-1994, which
includes assistance to: (a) health (immunization, control of diarrhoeal
diseasos and control of acute respiratory infections); (b) a women's
development programme (which aims to reduce female illiteracy from 25 to

15 per cent, increase women's share in the labour force from 11 to 25 per cent
and reduce neo-natal and maternal mortality and morbidity by 25 per cent by

/...
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1994); (c) early childhood development (which aims to upgrade the quality an?
increase access to early childhood stimulation.

13, 1In addition, UNICEF plans to address the probloms arising from the CGulf
crigis following the result of impact studies which are under way in the
xrogion.

Wast Bank and daga

14. UNICEF-supported activities during the 1980s were primarily in the field
of child survival. In cooperation with UNRWA, UNICEF has helped to achieve
and sustain universal child immunization and to promote the use of ORS., In
recent years, UNICEF assistance has focused on the joint UNICEF/UNRWA
physiotherapy programme which was set up to provide emergency assistance to
children suffering from limb fractures sustained during the current situation.

15. A programme designed to minimize the impact of the Gulf crisis has
recently been prepared. It provides for health assistance, including support
for growth monitoring and well-baby ~linics, child and maternal anaemia,
control of diarrhocal disease, control of acute respiratory infections and
supplies of essential drugs. Funds for short-term credit for agricultural and
industrial activities are also provided. The programme is now under review.

Palestinians in Lebanon

16. The UNICEF-sponsored Education for Peace Programme has played an
important role in a country whera, after 15 years of civil war, violence and
destruction have become a way of life. In the summer of 1989 and again in
1990, camps were organized to bring together over 2,000 Palestinian children
with Lebanese children from other backgrounds so that they may experience
together the beauty of peacetul living and appreciate and learn from each
other's experience.

17. Another focus of UNICEF support has been thn rebuilding of the
war-damaged water and sanitation infrastructure in Palestinian refugee camps
in the Beirut area. In the Saida and Tyre camps the water supply system was
repaired. In the Borj Al-Barajneh and Chatilla camps nine water tanks were
installed and a potable water distribution system was set up. UNICEF, in
close cooperation with UNRWA, also continues to provide vaccines required for
Palestinian children. Literacy and income-generating activities have also
received UNICEF support.

18. A plan of action to support women’s development, evarly childhood

stimulation and water supply and sanitation programmes has recaently been
preparvd by the field office and is under consideration.

/onn
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2. United Nations Conference on Trade and Dovelopment

19. Pursuant to Conference resolutions 146 (VI) and 169 {VII) and the work
programme of the UNCTAD secretariat for the biennium 1990-1991, the Special
Economic Unit within the UNCTAD secretariat concentrated its work, during the
period under review (July 1990-June 1991), on four main areas, namely:

(a) monitoring and analysing policies and practices of Israeli occupation
authorities that hamper economic development in the occupled Palestinian
territory; (b) investigating the impact of such policies and practices on koy
economic sectors; (c) developing the database of the Unit, including the
dissemination of relevant qualitative and quantitative information on the
economy of the occupied Palestinian territory; and (d) coordinating with and
contributing to the relevant activities of the organizations of the United
Nations system, pursuant to relevant General Assembly resolutions regarding
assistance to the Palestinian people and economic and social conditions in the
occupied Palestinian territory. In carrying out these activities, close
consultations were maintained with Palestinian and other concerned authorities.

20. The forthcoming report of the UNCTAD secretariat to the Trade and
Development Board at its thirty-eighth session monitors main developments in
the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory during the period under
raview. It provides updated information on the impact of the Palestinian
uprising and related Israeli measures on the aggregate and sectoral
performance of the Palestinian economy. Special attention is given to the
impact of the recent crisis on the Palestinian economy, with particular
reference to the plight of Palestinian migrant workers, as well as the effects
of the duclining levels of remittances and transfers to the occupied
Palestinian territory and continuing deficiencies in the domestic production
base. The report also identifies feasible measures aimed at redressing the
deterioriating economic situation,

21. The UNCTAD secretariat intensified work on the preparation of the
intersectoral study entitled "The West Bank and Gaza Stript prospects for
sustained economic and social development"., Within the overall frame of this
study, 27 main sectors, subsectors and issues were identified for in-depth
investigation. Detailed outlines were doveloped and 25 specific studies have
been commissioned covering various economic and social sectors/issues. These
include agriculture, industry, energy, housing, water resources, population
and labour, transport, services, finance, education, health, public
administration, social welfare services and others.

22, The outlines of these studies are structured in such a manner as to
correspond to the three parts of the gemeral outline establishea for the
overall intersectoral study itself, namely, an analysis and assessment of
economic and social developments over the past 24 years of occupation, an
investigation of prospects for the future, and the formulation of a frame of
reference for feasible strategies, policy options and measures for action. To
the extent possible, these outlines of specific studies have been brought to
the attention of the relevant organizations of the United Nations system with
a view to coordinating efforts and soliciting their observations and possible

/oo
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contributions. In view of the positive and encouraging responses recelived
from the organizations contacted, the UNCTAD secretariat will endeavour to
benefit from their expertise and promote further cooperation towards the
completion of the intersectoral study, thus providing an integrated tramework
for planning the magnitude and direction of international asslatance to the

Palestinian people.

23. While embarking on the preparation of the in-depth specific studies, the
UNCTAD secretariat has also initiated work on a conceptual/analytical
framework which will provide technical guidelines for investigating, under
different scenarios, future prospects in eaci economic and social field where
a specific study is being prepared. The findings of the specific studies will
be subsequently integrated into a substantive frame of reference outlining
development prospects, strategies and policy options for action at various
levels. Owing to the difficulties encountored as a result of the crisis in
the region, the intersectoral study is now expected to le completed by the
first semester of 1992, For further information on tbls activity, reference
is made to the Secretary-General's report to the second regular session of the
Economic and Social Council on the implimentation of General Assembly
resolution 44/174 entitled "Living conditions of the Palestinian people in the
occupied Palestinian territory".

24. Work has been completed on the in-depth study of "Tourism and related
activities in the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory". The study
is now being finalized for publication. The study examines the performance of
this sector prior to and since the Israeli occupation, including an analysis
of the importance of tourism for the Palestinian cconomy. Emphasis has been
focused on the factors that have constrained the performance of this sector up
to 1987 and subsequently during the Palestinian uprising. Special attention
is given to an assessment of its immediate outlook and needs for revival,
including measures for immediate action. The prospects for the sustained
growth and long-term development of the sector will be investigated separately
within the frame of the over 11 intersectoral study. To the extent possible
and where relevant, attempts uave been made to coordinate these efforts with
those of the World Tourism Organization (WT0), including consultations on
substantive issues with the relevant staff of WTO.

25. During the period under review, the work of the secretariat on its
database on the economy of the occupied Falestinian territo.y culminated in
the publication of the "Database extracts on economic issues and related
Israeli practices in the occupied Palestinian territory (West Bank and Gaza
Strip), January-December 1989" (UNCTAD/RDP/SEU/4). This is the fourth in the
series of monitoring reports on economic and soclal issues and related Israeli
policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian torritory. Alonj with the
previous issues, the document is intended to: (a) constitute a cumulative
chronology of major developments and related issues which dominate ecomomic
activities in the occupied Palestinian territory; (b) serve as a useful
cumulative source of reference for further investigation of the issues
concerned; and (c) supplement both quantitative and qualitative information
and analysis contained in the reports and studies undortaken by the UNCTAD
secratariat on the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory.

/oo
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26. Work was intensified on the structuring of the statistical series in the
UNCTAD secretariat's database on the economy of the occupled Palestinian
territory in line with the Economic Time Serles in use at the UNCTAD
seoretariat, This entailed the identification of data sources, followed by
the classification, entry, verification and tabulation of avallable series for
the period 1968-1987, covering national income accounts, balance of payments,
external merchandise trade, population and labour force. Apart from serving
as a consolidated source of quantitative information on the Palestinian
economy for over 20 years of the occupation period, the new statistical serios
also provides the basis for the UNCTAD socretariat's present task of assessing
future growth trends and establishing targets under different scenarios, in
connection with the preparation of the overall intersectoral study, mentioned
above.

27. In line with work programme requirements and coupled with the provisions
of resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council and the General
Agssembly during the period under review, the UNCTAD secretariat has
intensified effcrts to strengthen coordination and cooperation with an
increasing number of the United Nations organizations, international
non-governmental organizations and others involved in work on and/or concerned
with the economic and social situation of the Palestinian people in the
occupied Palestinian territory. This included the dispatch of missions to
Amman, Cairo and Tunis. Regarding access to tho occupied Palestinian
territory by the staff of the UNCTAD secrotariat, the Israell occupation
authorities have not yet responded to tho latest roquost of UNCTAD on the
matter.

3. United Natlows Dovolopment Programme

28. In response to General Assembly resolution 45/183, as waell as other
rolovant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council and the UNDP Governing Council, the UNDP Programme of
Assistance to the Palestinian Poople has been expanded considerably. In 1990,
ostimated delivery figures for deveolopment assistanco in the occupied
Palostinian torritories increasod to approximaitoly $US 11 million, as comparoed
to a rate of delivory of $3.8 million in 1989.

29, In preparing for future assistance to the Palestinian people during the
poriod 1992-1996, the UNDP Governing Council, at its special session in
February 1991, increased by 25 per cent the level of resources avallable to
the Programme of Assistance (from $12-$15 million). As a rosult, the lovel of
central rosources for the Palestinian people is greater than funds earmarkod
by UNDP for over 90 other countries uand territorioes.

30. With supplemental funding provided by othoer donor Governments and
organizations, now including the Arab Gulf Fund tor United Nations Devolopmont.
Organizations, Canada, Greece, Italy, Japan, Jordun, Tunisia, and the United
States of Amorica, UNDP Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People hau
been active for ovor a docade. Since its inception in 1980, the UNDP

/OQC
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Governing Council has allocated $40.5 wmillion to this activity, including tpu
1002-1996 allocation, and over $22 million has been provided in supplemental

funding.

1. Current and future activities of PAPP will focus on opportunities for
Palestinian entreprenvurship and employment, emvirommental concerans and human
development. In 1990 the Administrator of UNDP announced the designation of a
Special Representative to have overall responsibility for UNDP activitlen in
the occupled Palestinisn territories. He will take up theso responsibilities
in early 1991,

4. VUnitod Nations Environment Programme

32. UREP, in coopuration with the World llealth Organization (WIHO) Regional
Offico for the Eastern Mediterrunean, located in Aloxandria, Egypt, has a
project entitled "Training course on water supply, sanitation and health tor
environmental health officers working with the Palestinian people". The
long-term objective of the project is to improve the quality of the drinking
wator supply, sanitation and food hygiene so as to contribute to the control
of diarrhoeal and other water-borne diseases iln Palestinlan refugee camps,
The short-term objective is to facilitate training in pollution control and
sound managemont of environment-relsted disoases in the Palestinian rofugoe
camps and settlements. The project was initiated in February 1989 osnd iu
expected to run through June 1991, UNEP's contribution is approximately

$US 30,000 in cash while WHO contributos $15,000, in kind.

33. Two training courses have so far beon held in Amman, Jordan, from 5 to

16 Novomboer 1989 and 10 to 21 February 1990. As a result, 36 environmontal
otflcors have beeaen trained out of about 122 in the four fields of UNRWA. A
manuol, in Arabic and Engiish, on water supply and gsanitation has also boon
proparod wnd fiold tostod; 300 coplos in oach of thoe two loanguogos will bo
published shortly. Lvaluation of tho impact of the projeot on camp conditlonn
and Lhoe porformance of trainod onvironmentul health officers is belng carriod
out. and v roport will be availablo by June 1991, Future activities und
follow-up will dopond on the ovaluation minsion's recommendations.

5., Unltod Nationy Roliof and Works Agondy fox
Palestine Retugeecsy in the Near Bagt

Introduction

34. In 1991, UNRWA 1s continuing to provide oducation, health, relliet and
socinl gorvices and othor humanitarian assistance to oligible Palostine
rofugoes in its five fioelds of operation, namely, Joxdun, Lebanon, the Syrian
Arab Republic and tho occupied territory of the Wost Buank and Gaza Strip. In
addition, omergoncy moasuros ore being coarried on in Ledbanon sud the West Bank
und Gaza Strip. A full sccount of UNRWA's actlvities can bo found in tho
Commlunioner-Goneral's roport to the General Asgombly. 1/ The tollowing is a

/oo,
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briet summary of the Agenoy's present activities in the occupled terxxitory.

An indication of the level of UNRWA's assistance to the Palestinlan
inhablitants of the West Bank and Gawa is provided by the budget figures. In
196868, the tirst full year of the intitadah, UNRWA's combined regular and
emergenoy budget for the occupied territory was $US 112 willion. The
oquivaleout. flgure for the present year ls $135 million, In addition to the
rogular and emergency budgets, about $30 million has been pledged or received
ulnco 1988 on the expanded programme ot assistance referred to in paragraph 42
below, bringing UNRWA's resources for the ouvcupiled territory ovor the period
1908-1991 to some $518 million.

kducation

15. ‘The objective of the Agency's education programme is to provide, within
the tramework of the host countries' prescribed school curricula, general
oducatlion at the elementary and preparatory levels, as well as teacher and
higher education and vocational and technical education for Palestine refugoos
In accordance with their educational needs, identity and cultural heritago.
The progriumme operates with technical assistance trom the United Nations
Kducational, Sclentific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). In the 1990--1991
school yeur, the Agency has more than 135,000 pupils enrolled in 247 schoold
in tho occupled territory and is providiang tralning for more than

1,700 vocational and teacher trainees in its four training centres. The three
training contres in the West Hank, which were under extended olosure by
milltary order from Decembor 1987, were authoriged to reopen in spring 1990.
AL the outpet of the Gulf war, howover, the West Bank Training Centres and tho
Guza Tralning Centre were closed by military order amd were allowed to reopon
only in the second half of March 1991, Schools in the occupled territory are
uow opon but throughout the poriod of the jutitudah have been soverely
disruptod by strikes, curfewn, disturbances and closure ordors imposed by the
Iluraoli authoritios.

Hoalth

40, 'The UNRWA health programme comprises curative asnd preventive uvare
norvicos, environmentul health services in coamps snd distribution of tood
supp lomonts to vulnerable groups. Tho programme oporatos with toechnical
antintance from WHO, 'The vontinuation of the lntifodoh and the

countor moasures omployed by the Israell security forces have at'foocted UNRWA
bonlth nervices in the occupled territory. The Agency has had to glve
priovity to omorgency and casualty varxe provided in the camps (describoed in
pura. 40 below), while at the samo timo mailantaining ity regular health
activition in all areas, in spite of interruption caused by curfoews, strikes,
disturbanceys and the declovation of certain areas an closod military sonen.

V. Bonldos continuing those services, UNRWA's hoalth programme is focusing
on the implomentation of a numbor of now strateglos in 1991, Including
prophy laxla and troatment. of nutritional snaoomia (which lua highly prevalent
among womon of c¢hild beoring ago and chlildron), managomant of

qrowth rotardation in children, control of diabetos mellitus, improved

e
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maternal health, development of human resources for health, provision of
equipment to and improvement of blood-transfusion facilities in the
non-governmental organization hospitals in the occupied territory and the
iznitiation of a project for building, equipping and commissioning a 200-bed
hospital in Gaza at a cost of $US 35 million, $20 million of which represents
capital cost and $15 million operating costs for the first three years.

Relief and social sexvices

38. The relief and social services programme provides support to the neediest
among the Palestine refugees - "special hardship cases" - and facilitates
self-reliance. The programme consists of assistance to special bardship
cases, social case work, income-generation and related skill training, women's
programmes, rehabilitation of the disabled and assistance to refugees in
emergency situations.

39. These activities are continuing in 1991. 1In view of the deterioration of
the socio-economic situation in UNRWA's area of operac.ons, the aumber of
special hardship cases will be increased Agency-wide by 7 per cent. Emphasis
is being placed on setting up small group enterprises to provide employment,
especially for women from special hardship families and the disabled. The
community-based rehabilitation programme for the disabled is continuing and a
review of its development to date will be the basis of a joint UNRWA-NGO
discussion of future strategy in 1991. In the occupied territory, projects
will be developed, aiming at the vocational rehabilitation of disabled, in
particular former breadwinners injured during the intifadah.

Extracordinary measures

40. In response to the additional needs created by the intifadah and the
Israeli responses, UNRWA introduced a programme of extraordinary measures
which, beginning in early 1988, have been extended through 1989, 1990 and
1991. The large number of casualties resulting from the intifadah has led to
a considerable expansion of the emergency medical programme. Five clinics in
Gaza now remain open 24 hours a day and the remainder open in two shifts,
while 16 clinics run double shifts in the West Bank. Additional medical
supplies and equipment, including health buses for the evacuation of
casurlties, have been purchased and the payment of hospital costs and
subsidies has been increased. In addition, medical specialists (including
orthopaedic surgeons) have been provided and a physiotherapy programme is
being run in conjunction with UNICEF and Médicins sans Frontiéres in six
clinics in Gaza and five in the West Bank.

41, Welfare services have been expanded to assist the families of those
killed, disabled or detained and to cope with the far-reaching sociv-economic
effects of the intifadah. Additional food is being provided to needy people
in both the West Bank and the Gaza iitrip and needy families have received cash
grants. Distribution of food was particularly important during the prolonged
curfews imposed by the Israeli authorities during the Gulf war. Foodstuffs



A/46/204
E/1991/80
English
Page 13

have been distributed to 295,000 families. Other emergency measures taken
include the provision of food supplements to 38,000 additional beneficiaries.
Fivally, the Agency's extraordinary measures in the occupied territory include
a programme of general assistance and protection. The major component of this
programme is the placing of 12 international staff members in the West Bank
and 9 in the Gaza Strip as refugee affairs officers. These staff members have
facilitated Agency operations in the difficult prevailing circumstances and
have assisted the refugee population in their day-to-day life. The refugee
affairs officers have helped, by their presence, to lower tensions, especially
during confrontations with the security forces, and to prevent maltreatment of
the refugees, especially vulnerable groups such as women and children.

42. 1In 1988, UNRWA launched an expanded programme of assistance comprised of
projects to improve living conditions in the occupied territory. A targot
working figure of $US 65 million was set for a period of three years, of which
approximately $30 million has been received or pledged by March 1991. A high
priority in the expanded programme of assistance is to ensure that refugees
living in the 27 camps of the West Bank and Gaza Strip have decent shelter and
a sanitary environment. Accordingly, substantial efforts are being made to
repair and rebuild refugee shelters and to upgrade the quality of
rehabilitation. The Agency will also continue to improve camp infrastructure,
primary health care facilities including the building and equipping of
additional health centres, interhal sewage systems and integration of camp
water and sewage schemes within municipal and reglonal systems.

6. Ecopomic and Social Commisgsion fox Western Asia
Isxaell land and water policies and practices

43, ESCWA is currently updating its information on the issues covered in the
study prepared on Israeli land and water policies and practices in the
occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories as requested by the Economic
and Social Council in its resolution 1990/53.

Agriculture and development in Western Asia

44, ESCWA's recurrent publication entitled Agrigulture and Development in
Waestern Agia., No. 14 for 1991, will include papers on the impact of Israeli
water policies on agriculture and the impact of Jewish immigration on
agriculture and the rural population in the occupied Palestinian territories.

Other studies

45. A study on prospects for rural development in the occupied territories
was finalized in December and will shortly be distributed. In addition, a
feasibility study will be conducted in 1991 on establishing a centre for
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production and training related to livestock. Lastly, ESCWA expects to
complete within two months a study on the impact of the Gulf crisis on the
occupied Palestinian territories.

7. United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

46. Pursuant to resolution 12/11 of the Commission on Human Settlements,
entitled "Housing conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied
territories”, UNCHS (Habitat) has prepared a report on a national housing
development strategy for the Palestinian people. Paragraph 10 of that
resolution requested the Executive Director "to devise a national housing
development strategy to the year 2000 for the Palestinian people based on the
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, in cooperation with the
Palestine Liberation Organization, including the housing requirements of a
future independent Palestinian State and to submit this report to the
Commission at its thirteenth session". The report, which is eutitled "Housing
requirements of the Palestinian people: report of the Executive Director"
(HS/C/13/2/Add.1) will be submitted to the Commission on Human Settlements at
its thirteenth session (Harare, 29 April to 8 May 1991),

8. HWorld Food Programme

47. The Executive Director has approved the implementation of project

PAL 4468/Q entitled "Assistance to the Palestinian people in the occupied
territories" which targets the most needy Palestinians in the occupied
territories, who have particularly no means of earning a living because of the
prevailing conditions and thereforo are unable to satisfy their basic food
needs. The hospitals and similar institutions serving the disabled, aged
people and orphans have been among the first to suffer from budgetary
stringencies and unless food can be obtained from external sources, patients
cannot be fed. This quick-action project will contribute to overcome this
grave situation as a first step to a possibly larger programme of assistance.

B. Specinlized agencies
1. International Labour Organisation

48. ILO is pursuing its efforts with a view to implementing and developing
its technical assistance programme in the occupied Arab territories. Its
current projects concern vrcational training, trade union training and
rehabilitation of handicapped persons.

49. Furthermore, the Director-General of ILO is making the necessary
arrangements for the preparation »f his annual report on the situation of the
Arab workers of the occupied Arab territories to be submitted to the
forthcoming International Labour Conference in June 1991. The

/-oo
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Director~General is sending two missioms to the region, one to the Arab
countries and the other to Israel and the occupled Arab territories in order
to collect the latest available information on the subject.

50. At its twenty-fifth session in November 1989, the FAO Conference adopted
resolution 1/89 entitled "Provision of technical assistance to the Palestiniun
people”, raquesting the Director-General, inter alia, to send a study mission
to the occupied Palestinian territory, and to organize a symposium on the
Palestinian agricultural sector.

51, In response to this resolution, the Director-Gemeral submitted a report
to the FAO Council at its ninety-eighth session in November 1990. The Council
expressed the following views:

"The Council noted with satisfaction that progress had been achieved
in the implementation of Conference resolution 1/89 entitled 'Provision
of Technical Assistance to the Palestinian People' and expressed its
appreciation to the Director-General for the steps which he had taken, in
particular with respect to sending a mission to study and evaluate the
situation of the agricultural sector in the occupied territory. It
confirmed that the mission should proceed on the basis of the action
taken by the Director-General. The Council requested that the symposium
envisaged in Conference resolution 1/89 be organized soon. It was hoped
that the results of the mission would be included in the agenda of the
symposium but the convening of the symposium should not be linked to the
sending uf the mission. The symposium could take place in Rome."

52. The Direoctor-General will report to the FAO Conference at its
twenty-sixth session in November 1991 on the implementation of the two
activities envisaged by the resolution.

3. International Fund for Agricultural Development

53. The Fund's rules and procedures do not provide for extending the
assistance called for in General Assembly resolution 45/183. Article 2 of the
Agreement establishing IFAD states that "the objectives of the Fund shall be
to mobilize additional resources to be made available on concessional terms
for development in developing member States".

4.

54, Since the third session of its General Conference (November 1989), UNIDO
has focused on the following activities for technical assistance to the
Palestinian people:

/l..
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d_yvegetable grading and packing house

55. In response to the request of UNDP's Programme of Assistance to the
Palestinian People, UNIDO sent a mission to the occupied territories to
examine the possibility of establishing a vegetable grading and packing house
to be used mainly for exports from the Gaza Strip to countries of the European
Economic Community (EEC). As a result, a technical report was prepared and
submitted to UNDP in December 1989, It contalns advice on the feasibility of
a vegetable grading and packing facility for direct exports from the Gaza
Strip.

Agsistance to the plastics industry

56. A project document, which was prepared by UNIDO, is still under
consideration by UNDP. The objective of the assistance is to establish a
plastics testing laboratory in the occupied territories,

57. Negotiations are under way with the Turin Centre of ILO to undertake this
training course. It has been agreed recently that details of implementation
have to be worked out in the near future. UNDP is expected tn finance this
activity.

58. The final repurt on the UNIDO seminar on obstacles to and prospects for
the Palestinian industrial sector, held in Vienna in October 1989, which
contained the seminar's recommendations for further assistance, was
distributed in March 1990. At the same time, discussions were held with
ropresontatives of Palestine, the Arab Industrial Development and Mining
Organization (AIDMO), ESCWA and the UNDP office in Jerusalem on ways and means
of implementing those recommendations. It was agreed in principle that these
organizations may meet this year to discuss the matter.

59. Close cooperation and coordination with other United Nations agencies and
organizations have been pursued, particularly with regard to the issuance of
the bulletin "West Bank and Gaza Update"”, which is covering the needs of these
organizations in support of the Palestinian people. Meanwhile, UNIDO took
part in the last inter-agency meeting, held at Geneva in May 1990, which dealt
with ways and means of responding to the social and economic needs of the
Palestinian people.

60. UNIDO's Industrial Development Board (IDB) held its seventh session from
5 to 9 November 1990. A report on UNIDO's technical assistance to the
Palestinian people was submitted by the secretariat and was discussed at the
session. As a result, a decision was adopted requesting UNIDO to sustain and
increase its assistance to the Palestinian people and to undertake a number of
activities, including cooperation with relevant United Nations bodies, in the
efforts aimed at the establishment of a marketing centre for Palestinian
industrial products.
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61. With regard to the ma%ters raised in General Assembly resolution 457183,
GATT wishes to draw attention to the following provisions of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

(a) Article V of GATT, concerning freedom of transit, is aimed at
ensuring that goods in transit through the territories of contracting parties
are not subject to delays and restrictions and are exempt from customs duties
and othor charges, except charges commensurate with administrative expenses or
with the cost of services rendered. It should be noted, however, that these
obligations apvly only in respect of traffic in transit to or from contracting
parties. Any contracting party is, however, free to extend such benefits to
countries other than contracting parties.

(b) In respect of preferential treatment of exports, GATT wishes to
point out. that the decision of 28 November 1979 of the Contracting Parties on
Differential and More Favourable Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller
Participation of Developing Countries (the so-called Enabling Clause) provides
that developed contract.ing parties to GATT may accord preferential tariff
treatment - and in certain circumstances preferential treatment with respect
to non-tariff measures - to products originating in developing countries in
accordance with the Gemeralized System of Preferences. The selection of
developing countries that would benefit from such preferences 1is a matter to
be decided by each preference-granting Government.

1/ :) Records '
Supplement No., 13 (A/45/13).




