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The Relief and Works i@ncy for Palestine Refugees was established by the 

Gener-1-2 .%sscmbly's resolution (No* 302-IV)'of 8 December1949 which, in defining 
,. . . . 

the'functicns of the Agency, provides in paragraph 20 that it .&all‘ 
; . 

~~consu3.t with the United Kations Conciliation Commission for Palestine ,. . . 
in the best interests of their respective tasks, with particular 

.reference to paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 194(111)-of 
. . 

11 December P948,li 

The resolution also recalls the one adopted on JJ..'December 1948, and affirms 

' inparticular the provisions of paragraph ll of that resolution setting forth the 

responsibilities of the Commission with respect to the refugees, 'Hence there are 

two' subsidiary bodies of'the General lzssembly charged wi.th.the refugee problem, 

es& ‘of them hating been entrusted with precisely-defined duties; l It may 

therefore be of some'value to examine the field of activity reserved to each of 

thtis'e 'two b&es and to define the r&ztitins which ought 60 &st between. them, 
.' * 

6 ’ 
< Mandate of the Conciliation Commissi,on -7 

. 
The Conciliation Commission was instructed by:the resolution of . 

Ii December 1948 to take up several questions in ixnneation with the Palestine 
. . 
rdtitjees, Its mandate in regard to this matter h&a been continued, fo$ in the 

. 
actual text of the resolution of 8 December 1949 establishing the Agency it is 

confirmed three times.‘ The first paragraph, which refers to the former resolutions, 
'. . * . - :* 

. . 



confir?y,.paragraph XL of the resolution of ll December 1948, defining -the ,I, ..‘,,1, ,, 
Cammisii;i~ i ‘%+k, Paragraph 5 expressly preserves the provM.ons of 

para~&~‘.:&. o%$he resolution of 1.94S, _; . ,. Finally, paragraph 20, directing the 

Agency to .o?q+ult with the Commisaiun in the best interests of their respeotivs 

:j&sicilr:j ref ei;S “t;o, it specifically, 

r  Among the rights cunferred on refugees,: one of the most important is d 
undoubtedly the r$~urfi’%b. their, hoties” of’ ,rgfug&‘. $ho de&q’ it. ; For that purpose 

the first sub-pa&&#h &“~p~zq&.~~ph..il of && res&M.on of 11 December 1948 lays 
- 

down the, three follcjwZ$* ‘princ$pJ,~~,;’ (’ ’ ! ‘,,’ 1’ -, ’ 
. . ‘, :.’ ’ ,a I ,, ,. / .‘*; “, . 

(1) Refugees wishing to return ts their homes and live at peace.with their 
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n&ther the IX~S nor the power. After all, the specific task assidned to the 

~Coriimissi Jn in regard td. the refwees is implicit in the wording of the general 

‘mis'si~n entrusted to it by Lrticle 6 of the resolution of Ii. Dec'&~ber 194$, whereby 

the CLriu;dssicrn is instructed tu JJassist the Gtivernments and authorities concerned 

to achieve a final settlement of al.1 questins outstsncling between them." .-..m- 

. . t’. 

;  
1 

The res;lllution of 

folluwing, objectives: . . 

Powers of the Agency II_.- 

8 December 1949 assigned to the 

. 

. 

&ency the three 

._ :. 

(1) To pr&ide relief for the refugeesin accordance with the programme 

rcco&znded in the interim report of the Economic Survey Mission, 

(2) TJ execute the wizks project recommended in that report:. ' 

(3) TO cunsult with the interested Near F&stern Governments concerning 

'. * *measures tu be tiken by them preparatory to the cessation of relief and .' 
to the oxccutisn uf the works project. 

With regard to direct relief fJr the refugees, the.relitionship of the 

., Agency tothe C&mission remains the same as that of the U;M;R;P',R. to the 

Comn&ssion,. 
1. 

: * In the execution of the works project provided for in the interim'report 

, af the Eccinomic Survey Missitin, the activities of the Agency on the one hand and 
. I 

of the Commission on the other are CJm$.amh~, The object of that project 

is progressively to replace simple relief by a system which will enable the 

refui;ees to meet their own needs while awaiting repatriation or resettlement, 

Such a chni;e wiJ.1 be bound directly to affect the repatriation, as well as the 

resettlement and economic and social rehabilitation, of the refugees. Concerted 

zctitin between the two bodies in this field therefore seems essential, 

The consultatitins which the Agency will have ta hold with the interested 

Near Eastern Governments preparatory to the cessation of the relief work and the 

execution of the works project must necessarily cover several points> of which 

the chief are repatriation, resettlement, rehabilitation and ctimpensation, These 



. ‘: . ,. ‘. I u . . . - 
,. . ., ., ~p~u6leims’wU.l c&t&i&y domin.ati& all. others and wilJ affeot the ‘preseht duties 

i .  
. ,  4 . .  

. I  ’ ‘iif ,&he h&ricy atid the Commissicin, It therefore seems h&essary that :%ri the * 1 
&l&g’ tf ‘thdse Mxnaltations the two bodies shouYLd maintain cloe’e and &&tant 

col,labotietion, 3 *’ 

%! 3E 38 4+ 4e 46 
,l,‘. ., _ 

The preceding observations s&ess the need for aantinuous contaot between 

the Agen$y and the Cotission, Such contadt should aim at seclurUg conaerted 
.,, , 
action.+twean the Agencya and the Go’&?Lasion on all. quest,ions of common inter.eet., 

by a, speedy and complete an exchange of* izf&mation as possible on their 

r&pet+jXe ~activities, For this purpose the following arrangemer&s.‘+ght be 

made: I 

(i) ThA Agency and the Co@&..& would proceed to’appoint ‘by .‘.&tua.l 

agx&ment 23 Liaison of Sic er , 
: ; ,I - 

. ‘(2) ‘The &~iaon officer .would reside at Beirut, at ,‘the he’adquarters of the 

&pncy; ‘, ’ ‘*’ l :’ 

‘. 

’ 

L (3). ‘He would keep himself informed of the progress’ ac’hieved ,in the *work of ,~ 
r’ythe ConcL&tion Commissi.qn,,and of the Relief and Works Age& of Gowon intesest 

and would%ran’smit to each organ the information received from tde other;. .’ ‘. 

In addition, it wpu3.d be desikable ‘tti consider the best means of, establishing 

fr&$ent dire& co&et. between the Conciliation Commission, and the Drir,ec.tor of . ,,.. . 

de f&ency and the Advisory Commission, 
.I I . ’ 
,, *. : ,. 
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