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Letter from Mr, Bulog (ORG/19) and note by the Sécrgygriag on
geparated families '

The COMMITTEE SECRETARY summarised briefly the cunsideration
given thus far to the question of reuniting separated familles,

Mr. WILKINS said that to clarify his own ldeas he had drafted
a reply to Mr. Bules' letter which embodied the follewing pointss

First, with regard to separated families, he thought Mr.Bulos!
views might be transmitted to the Israeli delegation, but not un-
t11 the Committee had first ascertained (a) Mr. Bules' definiticn
of close family relationship, and (b)the agency which would handle
the question. Mr, Wilkins did not feel that the Technical Commlttee
was an operating agency for the purpose of such. me~sures; he thought
a joint Arab—Israeli commission under United Nations supervision
might be proposed, S

Secondly, it was not.clear to Mr, Wilkins why the refugees .
ecould not return to areas not under Israsli, .weeupation., In any case
he pointed out that Mry, Bulos- was already in ‘contact: with the relief
organisations in an effort to ascertain whether they would reorga=-
nise their system of rellef distribution;. pending infarmatinn on
that point, 1t did not ‘seem that the Commission .or -the- -Technical
Committee shuuld involvo itgelf in a small repatriatian plan
mutside of the eventual larg=~scale plan.
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Thirdly, Mr, Bules' proposal with regard to frozen assets
should be communicated to the Israell delegation; and at the same
time it might be suggested that the British banks in question
might approach the British Government, which in turn might deem
it desirable to approach the Israeli Government with a view to
possible unblocking of funds.
Mr, YENISEY felt that the question of degree of consangulnity
was one which must be settled promptly. Israel had indicated that
in its view a family, for the present purpose, must be consldered
as parents and minor children, while Mr, Bulos correctly stated
that in Arab soclety the famlly was a much larger unlt, embracing 4
a wider circle of relatives, than in western society. Further,he
considered it important that the Israell delegation should be
pressed to put into writing its definltion of the degree of cone
sanguinity to be recognised, e
In reply to a question from Mr. Yenisey, the CHAIRMAN said
that the resolution gave authority to consult the refugees, there-~
fore Mr, Bulos's views could be transmitted to the Israell dele-
gation, If necessary, they could be communicated merely as a refu-
gee opinion, without mentioning the name of the author.
In reply to a comment by Mr. wilkins to the effect that time
was important and action should be taken before the Commission dise
persed, the COMMITTEE SECRETARY suggested that the Secretariat might
draft, for approval by the Commission, a memorandum, perhaps in the
. form of & questionnaire, based on Mr, Bules! letter, with the ad-
~ dition of the suggestimn for establishement of a mixed commission
_ to implement an agreed plan; . :
B _’ Mr, YENISEY approved the suggestion but thought the memorandum
‘éhould not be drafted until after the Commission!s meeting wilth
_ £&@ Israell delegation the following day, sinee 1t was possible

that Dr. Eytan might be able to furnish answers on some of the
paints at lssue.

The, CHAIRMAN thought it would be wise to have unofficial con~
tacts with the Israeli delegation regarding the: question of a
mixed commission ‘before approaching the Commission.. He thought 1t
essential, morecver, .that firm definitions, firsty of a "refugee',

and secondly, of the "close degree of rclatlonshlp", ‘should be
established. T : ‘ S

Mr. WILKINS doubted the w1sdom of trying to ‘establish an
agreed definition of a refugee " at the present time, since it
was probable that long and protracted argument would arise on
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the subject, He polnted out that during the drafting of the reso-~
lution of 11 December 1948, it was realized that it would be difw-
fieult to draw up a detailed definition at that time and accbrding~
1y only simple gencral terms had been used.

Mr., ERIM ( Sccretaeriat ) agreed that the establishr-nt of an
exact definition would beg a very difficult and lengtly mattery
however, he considered %t indlspensable before individual cases -
could be dealt withe

My, YENISEY and “the CHAIRMAN both advances possible definitions
as alternatives to that proposed by the Secretariat in its note,

It was decided that the polnt need not be ralsed in connncotlon
with the memorandum to the delegations, but that it would be stu-
~died at a later moment by the Legal Adviser,

In reply to a question from the CHAIRMAN, Mr, YENISEY and
Mr. WILKINS expressed the view that it was not necessary at the
present stage to convene a meeting with Mr, Bulos, but that he
should be informed of the memorandum to be submitted to the Commis-
sion in order that he might contribute his own views,

With regard to paragraph 3 of Mr, Bulos'letter, the CHAIRMAN
pointed out that twe questions were invelved ¢ first, a re-orga-
nisation of distribution of relief, which was within the competence
of the United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees, and secondly,
the matter of resettlement, which should be handled on a govern-
mental level by the Arab States concerned.

After considerable discussion, the Committee agreed :

l, that the Secretariat should draft a memorandum, for appro-
val by the Commission, to be submitted to the Arab and Israell
delegations, requesting (a) thelr precige definition of the degree
of consanguinity to be recognised for purposes of reunlting sepa-
rated familes, and (b) theilr views regarding the possible establish~' 
ment' by agreement of the parties, of a joint Israell-Arab commis- |
sion, under United Nations chalrmanship, to facililote the reunlting -
of such familless Q

2, that the Secretariat should draft a reply to Mr, Bulos, for f
approval by the Commission and signature by the Princilpal Secretary; f
(a) officially suggesting that Mr. Bulos contact the United Nations :
Relief for Palestine Refugees with régard te hils ideas for reorga=-
nisation of relief distribution, (b) informing him that his suges s-
tions would be transmitted to the Israeli delegation, and (c) sugges
ting, as regards the frozen assets, that Arab depositors might ap~
proach their British banks. with a view t¢ eventual Interyention by
the Briltish Government with the Isracll Government to exfoct the
'unblocking of funds°
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