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-mEGATIQNSOF THE ARAB-mATES .?.c,e-‘. -.- ,a"~U+.vL~ 
held in Lausanne on Monday, 
15 August 1949, at 12 noon 

Present I Mr,, Yenisey (Turkey) m Chairman 
Mr& de la Tour du Pin (France) 
Mr, Rockwell (h5oAo) 
Dr, Azcjrate ~3 Princi13al Secrstars 
Mr, Abd 

. 

Lel Chaff El Labbane m F@pR;sen.$ative c3f 

Mr; Edmond Roth m Representative of 
the Hashemite 
Jordan Kingdom 

Mr; Ahmad Choukair?. - Representative of 
Syria 

Reunion of separated famfl.S,e_s 

The CHAIRMAN observed that at its, last neetlng with the 
Israeli delegation the Comittoe had transmitted the agreement 
of the Arab delegations to request the sending of representatives 
by their respective Governments to points on the frontiers in 
order to assist withadninistrative arrangements for the repat- 
riation of mombers of families; The Israeli delegation had 
replied that although the agreonent in principle had been transpit- 
ted by the Arab Governments to the Mixed Armistice Comissionss' 
no representatives had actually been appointed as yet; He 
therefore requested the Arab delegations to contact their 
Governments once mom in an.effort to expedite the appointment 
of the necessary officials, The matter was an urgent one9 since 
according to the Israeli delegation, 800 applications had so 
far been received; although none had as yet been rejected, those 
accepted Could not be processed without the assistance of the 



Arab officials in question; 

The Chairman then infomod the Arab delegationsthat the 
Cornmitteets proposal. for an enlarged concept of the family9 for 
purposes of repatriation, had been rejected by the Israeli 
COVc?rnnQnt* The latter had stated that wheri further rcp.atriation 
took place as a part of the final settlement of the rofugcs 
question, it would accord priority to other nerrbers of separated 
fanilicsg but for the present it could do no nor@, The Chaiman 
added that the three menbers of the Comittcc had individually 
urged the Israeli delegation to press for acceptance of the 
Cormitteets definition, He him-elf had expressed the view that 
the Israeli position was illogical, since the number of refugees 
repatriated at present would be deducted from the total nmber 
that Israel would eventually accept, and’there seened no yeason 
why the nmber repatriated at once could not be increased as 

a humanitarian masure to alleviate suffering;, 

To a question from Mrs LABBANE (Egypt), who inquired whether 
his Government had been specifically rmntionod by the Israeli 
delegation in connection with the absence of representatives at 
the frontiers, the CHAIRMAN replied in the affimative; 

Mrb LABBANE (Egypt) then assured the Committee that the 
Egyptian representative on the Mixed Armistice Comission would 
contact his Govermont and endeavour to have the necessary 
officials appoin.$ed forthwith, He himself, in the meantime? 
would take the same measures from Lausanne; 

Mr6 RCCH (::‘:ashernite Jordan Kingdon) gave the sane assurances 

in the name of his delegationa 

Mr; LABBANE (E;,y 2) expressed his thanks to the Co~mittc6 
for its efforts to obtain a rrridor concept of the fanily, and in 
particular to the Turkish nenbcer for his interventions,, He c,ould 
only continue to hope that the Government of Israel would in time 
be persuaded to alter its attitude, 

Blocked Arab accounts -s 

The CHAIRMAN explained that following the agreement in 
principle on the question of unfreezing of Arab accounts on a 
one for one basis, the Comittee had proposed to the Israeli 
delegation, the establistient of a nixed comittea of experts 
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to deal with the mattera Tho’comitteo would be conposod of 

one Arab rnenber and one Israeli monber under the chairnanship, 

provisionally, of the Principal Secretary of the Commission and 

would establish the .proceduro to be followed in ozlder to obtafn 
the unfreezing of the aecountsc The Concfttoa should begin 
its work at the earllest possible,norrent; it would report to 

the General Comittee, which, if it demed necessary, would 

instruct it to proceed to the Middle East, either to Jerusalem 

or elsewhere, to inplemnt the decisions taken@ The ComZtteo 

had obtained the agreenont of the Israeli delegation to the 
constitution of such a ‘comittae; and he now asked whether 
the Arab delegations also would agree to appoint a r@preSent- 

ative; The Arab nelnber should represent all the Arab delegations 

and should also have the support of the refugee organisations; 

Mr: CHOUKAIRI (Syria) affirmed that he and his coll@aguQs 

gladly accepted this working proposal of the Comittoe,& He 
proposed that the representative of Egypt should represent the 
Arab delegations on the new Comitteo, 

Mr; ROCH (Hashemito Jordan Kingdon) felt that the Arab 

delegations were unanimous in supporting the no&nation 02 
Mr, Labbane, He would be free to choose the c$pcrts he would 

need to assist hi& Mr6 Roth felt confident also that the 

nomination would have the support of the refugee representatives, 
sorm of whorJ, he understood, had already signified their 
agreement: 

The CHAIRMAN, in the narae of the General Connittee, took j 

note of the agreement of the Arab delegations to the const&ution 
of the mixed comlittoe, and of their nomination of Mr, Labbane 

as their representative, Although there was no Lebanese 

representativs present, the head of the ,delegation of Lebanon 

had affirmed to the Chaiman that his colleagues of the other 

three Arab delegations spoke for his delegation also; the 
ChainIan therefore considered the agreement and the nonlnation 
as Unaninoys 4 

Mr; LABBANE (Egypt) expressed his thanks to his colleagues 

for their gesture of confidence, As regards the constitution 

of the new committee, he felt that the refugees should be 

directly mprosented, for three reasons; first, they VW-~ the 
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party nest directly concorned; secondly, they possessed information 
which would be of great value to the connittoo; and thirdly, 
any objections which they might -have to the conni.tteeVs procedure 
could be raised and dealt with imediately, 

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the refugees mst certainly be 

heard; it was in an effort to sirlplify procedure that the 
General Comittoa had decided that the new conuitteem,w,uld 

include only one representative of each side, Those represent- 
dives, however, would be froo to enlist the aid of as nany 
advisers and technical experts as they considered necessary; 

Mr; ROCH (Hashemite Jordan Kingdom) raised the question 
of certain suJ2s of noney~ representing payrmnt for citrus 
crops, which had been frozen; These sums anountcd to approx- 
imately 124,000 pounds in checks in the nanes of several 
proprietors of groves Q If imediate masures could be taken 
for the unfreezing of these funds9 a great service would be 
rendered to the proprietors and exporterso 

Mr, CHOUKBIRI (Syria) associated hirrself with the request 
nade by Mr, Rdsh, He explained 9 further, that the sum in 
question represented part of a larger anount held in trust 
by the Citrus Board under the xlandatory regine, which had 
included checks i.fi favour of both Arab and Jewish exporters;; 
The anounts owing to Jewish exporters had been paid out in due 
time, but those owing to Arabs had been frozen; This was 
obviously inequitable; he therefore stressed the fact that 

the SUII? in question should be unfrozen as a separate :::;3eration 
outside the terrzs of the one-for-one reciprocal arrangenent 
agreed upon; 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the natter would fall 
within the corrpetencc of the new nixed colmittec and suggested 

that the Arab representative,of that conrnittee should raiso 
the question at tho first meeting6 In any case2 the General 
Comnittee ,would raise the aatter with the Israeli delegation 
at its next neoting, , 

The Chaiman expressed his thanks to the Arab delegations 
for the spirit of cooperation’and conciliation they had shown; 
he hoped that concrete results would be attained very soon;,, 

He asked whether the Arab deliegations had any objection 
to the issuance by the Commission of’a press camunique on 
the subject of .thc new”mixed committee; such a commniquo Might 
be issued &mediately after the first’mcetlng of the committee: 

The Arab delegations a,&eeP; to the Chairnanf s request;, 


