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Consideration of&aft Terms o.f Reference for a Mixed Working I 

The CHAIRMAN invited the comments of the Arab delegations 

I 

nn draft terms of' reference which had been circulated at th8 I 
preceding meeting.+ 

Mr. CHCGKATRI (Svria) recalled that the problem of th8 I . -  ___ - - -_  _-- - - -~-  . . - “ -  *  
- - - - .  -  ~- .  .  

citrus groves, which represented the greater part of the wealth 
of PaleStin8, had been discussed in detail several times by the 
Arab delegations with the Commission and the General Committee, 
It had always been the conviction of the Arab delegations that 
the Jews were carrying out a definite policy and a carefully 
planned programme to eliminate that source of wealth and thereby 
impoverish the Arabs, of Palestine* In the belief that,the only 
defense against this policy lay 3.n the repatriation of the 
owners and labourers of the citrus g&nms, the Arab delegations 
had furnished the General Committee with figures concerning the 
numbers of those owners and work8rss The J8WS9 however3 had 

refused to allow the repatriation of.even this small percentage 
of the refugees, thereby on@ more denying the principles'set 
forth in the General Assembly's resolution of 11 December 1948. 
The Arab delegations still firmly maintained that the only 



.,‘,.: ,,‘. . . 

conperning, Jerus$lem, and it was obvious’& the,ir, general policy 
to’ ‘el.iminate ‘,aLL $om$ign control 0vBr any pro@Sty ‘within Israel, 
a policy which mariifestod itself in partioular ,G;ii’th. rega’rd to 

the orange groves* 
The Egyptian delegationhad already indicated its 

e,cceptance in ~!sPne%ple of the General Committee’s proposal, and 

honed that emergency -orocer?ures Mould be set up, as a matter of I 
urgency, to stop the present systematic destruction of the groves, 
The General~Cornmittee should do its utmost to Prevent the Jews 
from benefittlna bv arw further de Tact0 slZUaCZonSo I -_ _-- ,- ---- _-.,_ ----” .-” __. ” ~~ u- 

Mr, HABlADE: (Lebanon)‘recalled that’during its stay in ‘ 
Beirutthe Com%s;sion had received representatives of the owners 

of the groves, and had heard from them the story of the destruc- I 
Son nf the Since that time the Commission had not I 

lessened its efforts to persuade the Jews to change their attftude 

on the whole question, but had met only a negative response+> The I 
Arab delegations, wishing to maintain their .positZ.ve attitude 
toward the efforts made by the Commission toward a solution of 

the Palestine question, now made a positive reply to the present 
nrnnosal D Resoonsibilitv f.or ‘the daman.e to .t;he groves was already 

fixer? and clear; it was reco,cni.zed that the Commission cou.ld Uo 

little to remedy the situation, but he thought it ne’cessary to 

call attention to, it once again. 
Mr. ROCH (Hashemite Jordan Kingdom) had a practical 

suggestion to make regarding implementation of the terms of ref- 
erence. He proposed .that the Arab member of the mixed working 

group should have ,the services ,of two or three ,advisers, and of 
,about 20 experts, .to determine without delay the number of dunums 
of plantations that Gould b,e saved and t,o establish responsibility 
for the d,ama,ge. The .terrLtory to be. covered could be divided 

.into ten regions, each region to be investigated by a team of,. 

two experts l Since the total territory to be covered amounted 
to about 120,000 dunums, the total damage c,ould, not be evaluated 

by less than the number .of personnel he, had mentioned, if quick 
results were to be obtained+, 

The. CHAIRMAN .thanke.d. the Arab delegations for their accept- 

ance.of the teqm of reference and of the principle involvedq 

while stressing once more the fact tha,t, the plan could only be 
implemented if ,the f.ull agreement of the other party were also 



obtained? The Committee was in agreement with the observations 

made concerning the ,urgency of ‘the problem. As regards the 

sugg’estion concerning ‘a staff of ‘Arab experts7 ‘he pointed ‘out 
that the appointment of’such experts tiati provided for in the 

terms of rererence, but that it would necessarZly come zfter the 

constitution of t-he basic group* 
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