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The meeting was called to order at 3,30 p.m.

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF MR. MANUEL PEREZ GUERRERO

1, The CHAIRMAN, speaking on behalf of members of the Committee and on his own
behalf, expressed his condolences to the Venezuelan delegation, to the Venezuelan
Government and people and to the family of the deceased., Mr. Pérez Guerrero had
been associated with the work of the United Nations since its inception and, before
that, with the League of Nations. Above all, he had been associated with economic
and social matters both as a member of the Secretariat and as a diplomat in the
service of his country, He had served with distinction as the Permanent
Representative of Venezuela in New York, President of the Economic and Social
Council, Secretary-~General of UNCTAD, Minister of State for International Economic
Affairs, Co-President of the Paris Conference on International Economic
Co-operation, Special Ambassador on Economic Affairs and Chairman of the Group

of 77. His death was a serious blow to the international community.

2. On the proposal of the Chairman, the members of the Committee observed a
minute of silence in tribute to the memory of Mr. Manuel Pérez Guerrero.

3. Mr. RIPERT (Director-Ceneral for Development and International Economic
Co-operation), Mr., LAZAREVIC (Yugoslavia), on behalf of the Group of 77, Mr. LAVROV
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and Mr. SCHULLER (Luxembourg), on behalf of
the States members of the European Economic Community, paid a tribute to the memory
of Mr. Pérez Guerrero, emphasizing the eminent role he had played both as a
spokesman for the third world and as an architect of international co-operation for
development.

4. Mr. KUMLIN (Sweden), on behalf of the Nordic countries, Mr, SHIHABI (Saudi
Arabia), Mr. JACOB (India), Mr. FLEMING (United States of America), Mr. KUMARAN
(Malaysia), Mr. YEUGOROV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic),

Mrs. de DEL CUETO (Mexico), Mr., NKOBENA (Cameroon), Mr. MUKADDEM (Tunisia),

Mr. RAICHEV (Bulgaria), Mr. MADRIZ FORNOS (Nicaraqua), Mrs, GLYNN (Honduras),
Mr. LOPEZ (Ecuador), Mr. LEE (Canada), Mr. DIOP (Senegal), Mr, ELIASHIV (Israel)
and Mr., ABU-KOASH (Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization) expressed
their condolences to the Government and people of Venezuela and to the family of
Mr. Pérez Guerrero.

5. Mr. SUCRE~FIGARELLA (Venezuela) thanked the Chairman of the Committee,

Mr. Ripert and the delegations for the expressions of sympathy and the tribute paid
to the memory of the deceased. Mr. Pérez Guerrero had been the advocate of
dialogue between peoples in a global and noble conception of international
solidarity. Throughout his career, he had been faithful to the cause which he had
defended when representing his country or when exercising his multiple
responsibilities within the United Nations system. His death, on the day of the
fortieth anniversary of the Uuited Nations, was certainly symbolic,
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AGENDA ITEM 84:; DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE (A/40/3, 109,
173, 184, 185, 202, 203, 220, 235, 276, 303, 305, 321, 327, 330, 340, 342, 147,
366, 374, 384, 401, 407, 458, 459, 476, 477, 489, 495, 525, 534, 544, 545, 582,
640, 672, 708 and 7623 A/C.2/40/2 and 53 A/C.2/40/L.7)

(a) INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT
DECADE (A/40/48)

(b) REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHARTER OF ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF
STATES (A/40/52 and 334)

(d) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT (A/40/373 A/C.2/40/4)

(£) ENVIRONMENT (A/40/25, 644 and 6503 A/C.2/40/L.11)

(9) HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (A/40/8, 333 and 689)

(h) INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS (A/40/8 and 406 and Corr.l)

(i) EFFECTIVE MOBILIZATION AND INTEGRATION OF WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT (A/40/703;
B/CONF.116/4)

(k) NEW INTERNATIONAL HUMAN ORDER: MORAL ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT (A/40/591)

(1) LONG-TERM TRENDS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(A/40/519; A/C.2/L.10)

6. Mr. RUMLIN (Sweden), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic countries, said
that their Governments were very pleased that the Committee on the Review and
Appraisal of the International Development Strategy had been able to adopt its
conclusions by consensus. Tha final result had not perhaps met all expectations,
but it had slowed the drift away from multilateralism and .ad reaffirmed the
validity of the objectives of the Strategy. The important role played by the
Chairman of the Committee deserved to be underscored; his statement, reproduced in
the report of the Committee (A/40/48), was a careful and accurate analysis.
However, the consensus must not remain purely theoretical. Governments must take
concrete measures to implement the Strategy on the basis of the agreed conclusions.

7. At the current stage, the evolution of the dialogue on economic aquestions
might be viewed with some optimism. A more realistic assessment of common
interests and the conseaquences of international interdependence seemed to be under
way as had been demonstrated in the Annual Meeting of IBRD and IMF, the
deliberations on global trade negotiations and the mid-term review of the
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the
Least Developed Countries.

8. In many respects, and in particular with respect to the debt problem, the
agreed conclusions perhaps set the limits of agreement that could he reached at
present. However, from another point of view, they represented only a beginning,
the beginning of a process that it was important to continue.
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9. With respect to trade, the Nordic countries regretted that the agreed
conclusions did not mention -the launching of a new round of trade negotiations,
under the auspices of GATT, because those negotiations were essential for
maintaining and improving the trading system. The trend towards protectionism and
bilateralism must be reversed in the general interest. The negotiating process
must also be started as soon as possible because, on the one hand, the picture in
the major industrialized countries was relatively favourable and, on the other,
because negotiations must be carefully prepared and take into account the interests
of all, A special effort must be made to Improve market access, with emphasis on
the needs of the least developed countries.

10, With regard to commodities, efforts must be intensified to conclude commodity
agreements, renegotiate existing agreements, stabilize export earnings and
rationalize the processing, marketing and distribution of commodities in order to
increase export earnings and promote structural improvements in developing
countries, In addition, countries which had not yet done go should ratify as soon
as poasible the Agreement establishing the Common Fund for Commodities, in
particular those countries which had a crucial role to play in financing the Fund.

11. The position of the Nordic countries with respect to external development
assistance flows was well known. They were especially concerned abhout their
financing through multilateral channels. Al) countries must assume their
responsibilities so as to ensure the viability of the international specialized
agencies (the Bretton Woods institutions, IFAD, UNDP and the regional development
banks). 1In that connection, it was worth noting that the World Bank/IMF
Development Committee had recently concluded that aid did work in most cases and
that there was justification for increasing contributions through multilateral aid
agencies. The activities of those institutions were a cornerstone of global
economic co-operation; that applied to technical assistance, sectoral adaptation,
structural adiustment, infrastructure projects and overall external balance.

12. The Nordic countries welcomed the fact that the international community had
renewed its commitment to basic social objectives. Generally speaking, th2y wished
to draw attention to the prospects offered by a process of ongoing consultations,
negotiations and decisions,

13. fThey were especially pleased with the resolution on information systems for
science and technology for development [resolution 1 (VII) of the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development] and welcomed the step-by-step
approach adopted in that regard. Action must be taken at the national level in
developing countries to ensure effective use of international information systems.
Information and documentation activities should be promoted simultaneously in order
to establish a real research capacity.

l14. The Nordic countries welcomed the rationalization measures adopted by the
Intergovernmental Committee (biennial meeting cycle, thematic approaches).
However, the low number of representatives of States at the seventh session was a
cause of concern because the work of the Intergovernmental Committee deserved more
attention, The documentation, which was of high auality, should also be presented
earlier to delegations.

/eos
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15. The Nordic countries had conesistently worked for the establlshment of the
long-term Financing System for Science and Technology for Developmént -as a -decisive
element for implementing the Vienna Programme of Action. The System should make
possible a level of activity more commensurate with needs, and it should be a joint
undertaking of both developing and developed countries with the burden being shared
among current and potential donors., The Nordic countries appreciated the efforts
made to preserve the idea of a viable financing system and were studying the
recommendations of the Secretary-~General on the subject. 1In view of the importance
of the financial aspect, informal consultations should be held 1n order to. enable a
final decision to be taken during .the current sesaion. LRI S -

16. Mr. SCHUMANN (German Democratic Republic) said that the democratic
restructuring of international economic relations was one of the great challenges
facing the international community. That task had been streased at the recent
meeting, held at Sofia, of the Political Consultative Committee of the States
members of the Warsaw Pact in a declaration containing comprehensive proposals on
the subject. The Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, the decisions
adopted at the sixth special session of the General Assembly on the establishment
of a new international economic order and the provisions of the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade constituted an
inseparable whole which was indispensable for that restructuring. The attitoude of
the representatives of most Western States which had not participated-in the
segssion of the Ad Hoc Committee to Review the Implementation of the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States, raised doubts as to the seriousneas and
credibility of statements made by them at other forums,

17. The German Democratic Republic was guided by and would continue to be guided
by the principles and provisions of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States. It had sought to make a constructive contribution to the session of the
Ad Hoo Committee., Building on the resul\ts already achieved, the General Aasembly,
at its fortieth session, should adopt a resolution reaffirming the validity of that
Charter and emphaaizing the need for its consistent implementation by all States.
From the attitude of States towards such a decision it would be possible to gauge
to what extent opinions recently heard on several occasions concerning a change in
mood and perceptions or a new momentum in the proceas of convergence of views on
the major issues of development and international co-operation, were consistent
with actual conditions.

18. The German Democratic Republic had actively participated in the sessions of
the Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade. It had already explained ite position on the overall positive results of
the work of the Committee, as well as its shortcomings for which certain Western
States were to blame. It attached great importance to the agresd conclusions of
the Committee (A/40/48) which referred to the link between the implementation of
the Strategy and the establishment of a new international economic order,
emphasized the need for peace, security, disarmament, confidence-building and
equitable and non-discriminatory international economic co-operation, and gave

Joas
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guidance ‘on the creation o£ favourable external conditions for the socio-economic
development of all States. It was, to a.great extont, in the light of those

circumstances that the German. Democratic Republic had joined the consensus on the
aqroed concluaions.,

19. The fact ahould not be concealed, houevet, that a number of crucial questions
had not. been considered, such as preventing the misuse of international economic
relations. for purposes of exercising political and economic pressure, the
democratization of international monetary and financial organizations and full
implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights arid Duties of States., His
delegation again endorsed the position, expressed by the socialist States and the
Group-of 77, ‘that the agreed. fundamental principles governing the establishment of
a new: international -economic order on a just and democratic basis were, in fact,
indispensable guidelines for further implementation of the Strategy. As the Group
of 77-had pointed out, the agreed conclusions should be seen as a first step in the
endeavour to negotiate on pressing international economic problems with a view to
arriving at substantial accords.

20. - The decisiona taken at the seventh session of the iIntergovernmental Committee
(establishment of a two-year cycle for the work of the Commititee, establishment of
a-global information. syatem for -science and technology by strengthening national
information systems and by utilizing and co~ordinating existing United Nations
information systems) wern further steps t» make the work of the Committee more
effective and to co-ordinate scientific and technological activities within the
"United Nations system, His delegation wished to expzess its appreciation to the
I.tergovernmental Committee and to.the Centre for Science -and Technology for
Deovelopment for what they had done to establish an advance technology alert system
and f£or vublishing a bulletin concerning the system. His delegation reaffirmed its
readiness to continue to co-operate in the implementation of the vienna Programme

21. ‘The German Democratic Republic was satisfied with the most recent reports of
the Governing Counci’ of UNEP and the Commission on Human Settlements. It :
approved, ‘in particular, of the activities of those two bodies which related to the
indispensable interrelationship between specific technical matters and fundamental
issues bearing on the continued existence of mankind, It unreservedly supported
€he decisions of -the Governing Council and the Commission on Human Settlements
concerning the investigation into the implications for the environment of the
crininal policy of apartheid and concerning United Nations assistance to improve
the iiving conditions of the Palestinian people in the Israeli-occupied palestinian
territories,

22. As part of its collaboration with the Commission on Human Settlements, his
country was prepared to offer its experience in solving housing problems to
developing countries, to provide field experts or to participate in UNDp-financed
projects.

/..Q
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23. The prevention of a nuclear catastrophe.was a fundamental reauirement .for..
preserving and protecting human life and the human environment. His delegation .
hoped that the decisions adopted by the Governing Council on such fundamental ~
issues would be implemented, 1In that regard, it recalled that, together with. the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, it was rei ; to conclude with the Government of
the Federa) Republic of Germany an agreement on the establishment.of a .
chemical-weapons-free zone in the territories of the three States, 'Other seatee
could also become parties to that agreement. Such a measure would have favourable
consequences for the environment and would significantly reduce the risk of a
catastrophe such as the one that had occurred in Bhopal. Moreover, it should be
noted that his country, in direct co-operation with UNEP and UNESCO, 'continued to
organize training courses on mattars relating to the management of ecosystems,

24. "His delegation welcomed the report of the Secretary-General on the overall
soccio-economic perspective of the world economy to the year 2000. (A/40/519).,
Despite certain shortcomings resulting mainly from the use of statistical sources
that were sometimes rather doubtful, the report was a useful point of departure for
the future work of the United Nations Secretariat on long-term economic develonment
trends. His country supported the continuation of that work and, accordingly,
supported the adoption of the draft resolution submitted to the Economic and Social
Council at its summer eession and referred. to the General Assembly, -

25, 1In conclusion, his delagation welcomed.the world survey on the role of women
in development (A/40/703). Like many other delegations, it conaidered that the
Survey and the recommendations therein would have important implications for the
implementation of the decisions taken by the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, held at Nairobi
in July 1985, and would help to fulfil- the.threa. objeetivee .OF. the Deqedez
eauality, development and peace.

26. Ms, GOETSCH (Austria) said that of all the problems on the Second Committee's
agenda the preservation of a livable environment was of most direct concern to the
individual, in industrialized and developing countries alike. Except perhaps for
disarmament, it was the most_urgent problem the international community faced. WNo
Government alone could solve ity all countries must harmonize their measures and
integrate action on the environment into the overall development process, as
1&91106 by the BExecutive Director of UNEP,

27. Auetrte participated requlerly in UNEP activities at world level; in 1985 it
had hosted a conference on protection of the ozone layer, which had adopted a
convention to which many States had already acceded.

28. As a first step, however, it was up to each State to elaborate and implement
its laws to protect its own environment and that of its neighbours, For example,
in 1985 the Austrian Government had decided to introduce new regulations governing
vehicle exhaust gases, corresponding to those in force in the United States.
Austria was the first European country to have introduced such stringent

/oon



A/c 2/40/88.17
Engliah
Page @

(M8 Goetsch, Austria)

regulations, and hoped that others would ewiftly follow suit, During the previous
five years Austria had also reduced sulphur emissions by 40 per cent, 'But such
national ‘measures would not be enough without complementary action at the
international level. Her delegation therefore attached the greateat importance to
the work carried out pursuant to the ECE Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Aly
Pollution, and was ready to co-operate actively in implementing it not only in
:eqard to sulphur emissions but to othet ~alr pollutants such as nitrogen oxides.

29.: Auseria had also considerably reduced the pollution of its lakes during the
past few yearay it had recently launched a l0-year programme for cleaning its
rivers, and in 1984 had established an environment fund. But it still faced severe
ngblemg 1n ground water protection. - ) o

30, mhe aueation of women's participation in development likewise deserved close
attention. At the Nairobi World Conference in July 1985 the Austrian delegation
had introduced.a draft resolution calling for measures to overcome wage disparities
betwéen women and men, and a draft resolution on improving career opportunities for
women through continued professional training. The full integration of women into
the dévelopment process called for considerable changes in societies. The most
important would have to come in basic attitudes of Governments, educational
authorities, employcrs and women themselves. Women must view themselves, and be
viewed, as participants in. society on an equal footing with men, entitled to the
aame respect, rewards and responsibilities. The United Nations syastem could set an
example by employing more women with aualifications and so designing its projects
as. to provide eaual benefits and eaual participation for men and women.

31. The syatematic encouragement of science and technology could contribute
decisively to the development process. Discussions in the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development had shown that much remained to
be ‘done in implementing the Vienna Programme of Action. It had become clear that
the emsrgent science and technology sectors of developing countries required
greatly tncreaned support.

32. Her delegation had noted with interest the Secretary~General's recommendation
concerning the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for
Development. The Systenn's effectiveneas could probably be strengthened by closer
collaboration with the relevant UNDP services. Her country was not convinced,
however, that the possibility for donors to assign a portion of their UNDP
oontributions to that system would mobilise new !inlnolal resources.

33. Mr. S1 tHABI (Saudi Arabia), speaking on human gottlements, drew attention to
the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian
territories. The situation was realistically portrayed in the Secretary~-General's
report (A/40/373-E/1985/99), which testified to the numerous crimes daily committed
by the Israeli occupation authorities against the basic human values of a people
l1iving in its own homeland, on its own soil. No one having read the report could
avoid a sense of heavy responsibility while the perpetrators of those crimes were
defying the Organization under its own roof,.

/ees
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34, Zionism waas a widespread conspiracy which aimed to take possession of a
country and drive out its people or destroy it by denying it the meana tcP survive.
The Zionist leaders, without the least shame, had never made any secret of their
objectives, For exaiple, Moshe Dayan had said in 1974 that Israel would remain
forever in the Weat Bank and Gaza because Judea and Samaria were part of its
terrieoty. . o , .

35. The report clearly showed how the Palestiniana' living conditions had
deteriorated in all sphares. In January 1984 the occupation authorities had seized
47.5 per cent of the total area of the West Bank and, according to some sources,
contralled 50 to 60 per cent of the area of the ocqupled palestinian territories.
Twenty-six per cent of the expropriated land had been allocated to laraeli
settlements, whose number had risen to 165 by the end of July 1983. The area under
major crop cultivation nad fallen by varying extents according to the crop, and the
numbers of cattle belonging to Arab farmers had diminished by 57 por cent since the
Zioniat occupation. Arabs had lost control of their water resourges and were the
victims of serious restrictions, affecting irrigation also. Only 5 per cent of
ocultivated land was irrzigated -~ much less than in other gountries of the Middle
Fast. Only 90 million cubic metres of water were being used for agriculture in the
West Rank, compared to 1,280 million cubic metres going to lsrael, Indust:ial
enterprises suffered from lack of capital, from restrictions imposed on product
marketing and machinery and raw material purchases, and from illegal competition by
Isrzaeli producers) they were often operating at only 50 per cent capacity at best.

36, The lack of an adeguate banking system under the éégime of terror impoaasd by
the occupation authorities hindered development, 'raxation and tax collection
changes had adversely affected the Palestinians' living conditions.

37. ‘The housing situation too had deteriorated due to overcrowding and lack of
domestic services, while Israel continued to build settlements in the heart of the
Palestinian nation to the detriment of Palestiniana and their land, means of
existence, security and indepandence.

38, With regard to health, the Gaza Strip was beset by many endemic diseases; the
shortage of sanitary facilities was one of the most 1mportane and dangerous causes
of the spread of disease, .

39, pducational establishments and universities suffered from restrictions and
collective punishment; Arab students and teachers were living in a climate of
intellectual, political, police and military terror unknown even in the darkest
days of the Middie Ages.

40. Such was the pilcture presented by the report. The troops of a State Member of
the United Nations occupied the soil of the Palestinian Arab nation. The
Paleatinian people were living in unjust subhuman conditions, subjected to all
forma of crimes punishable under international and domestic law. The guestion was
whether to seek a piecemeal solution to the problems of living conditions or to
tackle the root problems of invasion and occupation.

/ess
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41, To deal with the many problems of living conditions, the United Nations and
__the Seoretary-General should take all posaible measures, implement the solutions

proposed. in the report.and widely disaeminate pe:iodic reports on the efforts made
fox that purpose. _

42. As for the basic problems, the 1nte:national community could not remain silent
and ignore the injustice .being committed against the Palestinian people; if it did,
it would be faced with a situation impossible to handle, no matter how strong its
£lests or how long-range ite airctaft were. gpgggp hiptory was full_of such
leaaons. DT & S S o

43. Mr. SYTCHEV lsacratary of the Council for Mutuval Economic Assistance) said
that ‘the member States of CMEA had always supported the noble aims of the United
Natiohs and that CMEA activities over more than 35 years had demonstrated the
poasibility of establishing international relations based on just and democratic
principles. The Council had 3et out its position clearly on a whole range of
problems related to United Nations economic activity in the Programme of Action on
the improvement of international econgmic relations adopted at its economic summit
conference. Unfortunately, the serious problems of the world capitalist economy
were exerting a negative influence on international economic co-operation. Rising
tensions, the disruption of trade, the aggravation of the monetary and financial
orisis, the widening of trade confliots among the capitalist countries, the
intensification of the exploitation of the developing countries by developed
capitalist countries, the shifting of the burden of the economic crisis on to the
developing countries, resulting in their increasing indebtedness were some of the
problema which had to be faced. In that context, CMEA member countries were
supporting the just demands of the developing countries with regard to their
£ore£gn debts and were emphasizing the necessity of requlating international

44. The intetnational conference planned for 1986 on the interrelationship between
disarmament and development would provide the international community with an
opportunity to identify real ways of resolving urgent tagks. However, the
prerecduisites for success in that respect remained the prevention of nuclear war,
.the adoption of measures aimed at reducing armaments and promoting disarmament, and
the provontion of the arms raco spreading to outer space,

45. Lwich regard to the documents before the Committee, which had been prepared
through the collective efforts of various States, in particular CMEA member
countries, he said that no progress had been made in implementing the aims of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,
in launching global negotiations, in reforming the international monetary and
financial system or in elaborating a code of conduct for transnational corporations,

46. On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, it
should algo be mentioned that the elimination of colonlalism continued to be one of
the major tasks facing the international community. The countries of the socialist
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community were aware of the importance of the non-aligned countries' struggle
against imperialigm, colonialism and neo-colonialism and expressed aolidaricy with
thair efforts.

47, The ateady growth of the economic potential of CMEA member countriea, based on
multilateral co~operation, enabled them to make a tangible contribution to -
improving and vestructuring international economic relations. “Thus, in 1984, they
had succeeded in further strengthening their mutual ties, increasinq their economic
growth rates and improving their peoples' standard of living. The co-ordination of
economic development plans played a major role in the implementation of the
long~term economic development atrategy drawn up by the CMEA economic summit
conference. The scope of economic relations among member countries had already
broadened significantly, Between 1986 and 1990, measurés were envisaged to
accelerate the process of levelling up the economic development of the Council's
member countries, especially that of Viet Nam, Cuba and Mongolia.

48. The countries of the socialist community were currently developing a joint
Comprehengive Programme of Scientific and Technological Progress for the period up
to the year 2000 based on a cu-ordinated strategy. Finally, in June 1985, CMEA had
adopted a Programme of Co-operation on the Economical and Rattonal Use of Material
Rasourcea up to the year 2000.

49, At the European level, an effort should be made to revive the Helsinki spirit
and the climate of détente created by the signature of the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. Unfortunately, certain Western
States were continuing to resort to all sorts of sanctions in their trade and
economic relations with CMEA member States, thus preventing the creation of
favourable conditions for ttade exchanges between eountriea with d!fferene social
and .economic systems,

50, Co-operation with developing countries occupied an imporatant place in the
economic activities of CMEA member countries, which were concerned above all to
create a material basis for the former to achieve economic independence. The
Council was convinced that successful realization of the goals set by the
International pDevelopment Strategy was possible only through progressive social and
economic transformations, consolidation of the public sector and the planned
development of national economies, To that end the CMEA member countries gave
assistance to over 100 developing countries, notably in the form of credits on easy
terms (over 12 to 15 years at rates of interest of 2.5 to 3 per cent). They also
gave assistance in developing agriculture and solving food problems, provided
developing countries with emergency assistance and helped them to train their
national personnel and build up their secientific and technological potential, thus
promoting the eatablishment of ‘a new international eccnomic order.

51. He recalled that co-operation between CMEA and the United Nations went back to
the 19508 and was still very active, The Council enjoyed observer status with many
United Nations organs and bodies and had established official relations with other
United Nations organizations by agreement.s or by exchanges of letters of
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co-operation., CMEA member countries had always advocated implementation of the
provisions of the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference and of the final document of
the-subgequent Madrid meeting.

52, 1In addition,’ the Council had recently proposed negotiations with the European
Economic Community which might result in the signature of a joint declaration
envisaging the establishment of official relations between the Council and the
Community. In conclusion, CMEA consistently supported increasing the role of the
United Nations and of its asgsociated organizations.

53, Miss VALLARINO (Panama) said that over the past ten years ine problem of
indebtedness, financial and monetary difficulties and the £all in production and
international trade had become more serious and widespread. The Committee could
acguire the means for effective action in that sphere if its members showed
determination to adopt specific measures aimed at collective action. Article 55 of
the Charter of the United Nations remained the essential basis for the pursuit of
international economic development aims, while the aspirations currently being
expresgsed by the peoples were making global negotiations increasingly imperative.

54, The adoption by consensus of the conclusions of the Committee on t)e Review
and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade was an example of what could be
achieved by a political will to succeed and a spirit of mutual understanding. By
contrast, the activities of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole to Review the
Implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States were
paralyzed by the confrontation between different political and economic systems.
Her delegation was convinced that the normative principles of the Declaration and
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order
adopted in 1974 remained valid, and that the inatitution of a new international
economic order could not leave aside the moral dimensions of the dignity and value
of the human individual, which was the ultimate cbjective of the economic
development activities undertaken by the international community.

55, To solve economic problems, mankind had enormous scientific and technological
resources, which should enable the peoples of the developing countries to express
freely their creativity and genius, There was therefore an increasingly urgent
need to establish a worid scientific and technological information network and to
implement the Vienna Programme of Action by revivinq the Financing System for
Science and Technology for Development.

56, International economic development must be accompanied by the protection of
the natural resources of the planet, the preservation of the environment and the
restoration of the ecolagical balance. Panama attached importance to the
conservation of tropical forests, the urgent need for which had been emphasized by
the Executive Director of UNEP. Her Government, for its part, had set up a
national committee on the environment and supported the establishment of an
international funding agency to finance anti-desertification activities,
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57. Hher delegation welcomed the wo-operation betwaen UNEP and the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) as well as the creation of an envitonmengal
training network in Latin America and the Caribbean., Panama had attended and
participated in the first Conference oh Human Settlements, held in Vancouver in
1976, and had been convinced by the new ideas and bold solutiona proposed on that
occasion, It welcomed the initiative that had led the General Assembly to declare
the year 1987 the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless. Her country was
pleased to have been elected a Latin American member of -the Commission on Human
Settlements for the period 1986-1988 and supported the idea of establishing a world
housing bank to help promote acctvitiea fot the Intetnational Year of Shelter for
the Homeleas in 1987.

58. On the subject of the effective participation of women 1n development, Panama
had participated with intereast in the Nairobi Conference and had listened
attentively to the statement by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affaira. It was convinced that women had a role to
play in solving all the major problems facing mankind, and considered that the
training of women was the best way of integrating them into the work force and of

recognizing the contribution ‘they could make to the development process, especially
in. rural areas.

59, Mr. JACOB (1ndia) said that perspectives for the economic evolution of the
developed countries in the coming years indicated the need for a decisive change
from the models of growth which those countries were propagating because of the
advantages they had brought them in the past. The interdependence of the global
economy imposed choices based on mutual advantage,

60. The establishment of the new international economic order could bring a
greater f£low of resources to the economies of the developing countries on a
predictable, assured and continuous basis. Furthermore, the restructuring of the
world economy was necessary for the establishment of an eauitable international
division of labour. Lastly, greater equity was required in the decision-making
process to reflect the changed situation and the contribution of the developing
countrtee to the world economy,

61. Measures which could substantially improve future prospects were contained in
the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade, to which his delegation attached the greatest importance. Its
implementation could lead to sustained growth and developmnent., His delegation
welcomed the adoption of the Agreed Conclusions by the Committee on the Review and
Appraisal of the Implementation of the International Development Strategy, and paid
tribute to the untiring efforts of its Chairman. He hoped that a spirit of

co-operation and compromise would permit concrete implementation meaSures to be
worked out.

62, With regard to science and technology, his delegation noted that the Vvienna

Programme of Action had not been as effective as initially hoped, although a large
number of countries, including India, had adopted a science and technology policy
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and were devoting additional resources to that area. His delegation welcomed the
adoption of the thematic approach by the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development. But it was disappointed that the long-term financing
syatem for sclence and technolegy had not yet come into operation, In its view,
the financing of activities in the area of science and technology should be a
aeparate financing .activity of the Upited Nations.

63, His delegation agreed with the analysis and shared the apprehension of the
Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
regarding the dehumanization of the urban environment and the mega-cities of
tomorrow, most of which would be located in the developing countries. The problem
of shelter was an important dimension of the overall problem of poverty. India had
adopted an integrated approach in that area and regarded the provision of shelter
as a policy instrument to ensure social justice and higher economic growth. During
the just concluded sixth five-year plan, 8 million families had benefited from
action taken in that area) the seventh plan proposed to reach a target of.

17 willion families.

64. ‘Action was alsgo under way on programmes for the International Year of Shelter
for the Homeless. An administrative structure had been set up at the national and
local levels, and specific activities had started. Within the framework of the
United Nations system, the magnitude of the problem of shelter was such as to
require a larger flow of funds from all sources of financing.

65. His delegation had noted with interest the statement on the environment made
by the Executive Director of UNEP and the concern he had expressed over the fate of
tropical forests, India attached high priority to the problems of the environment
and considered that efforts in that area should be fully integrated into the
development process. Poverty itself was one of the causes of environmental
deterioration, and the struggle against poverty should be linked to the
safeguarding and preservation of the environment. Hazards and posaible safeguards
must be studied in a context related to the development of technolsgy and its use
in the world. Safety rmeasures must be uniformly devised and applied. Any human
life and any environment that was endangered anywhere in the world must be
protected. His delegation hoped that UNEP would receive all the resources it
tequired for its future work.

66. Mr. PLEMING (United States of America) said that his delegation was generally
pleased with the outcome of the thirteenth session of the Governing Council of
UNEP. The decisions taken on that occasion should help members of the Governing
Council to evaluate the work of UNEP and assist in eliminating duplicate and
marginally useful projects. At the same time, technical measures that had been
taken should make for greater protection of the global environment and improved
regource management. The United States was pleased to contribute to them. He
noted with satisfaction that the Governing Council had restated its endorsement of
UNEP's programme priorities, which, in general, correctly reflected the needs of
both the developed and the developing countries.
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67. The United States shared the Executive Director'!s concern at the state of
tropical forests, particularly in Africa and Latin America, and at the resulting
deterioration of the biosphere. His delegation had listened with interest to the
Executive Director's proposals and looked forward to further disguasion, bearing in
mind the various 1n1tiatives taken in that area by other bodies,

68, The action undertaken to combae drought and deaertification had been largely
ineffective and needed to be restructured. ‘The large. number of different. reports,
resolutions and meetings on the subject were symptomatic of the need for
reorganization. His delegation would like to see a co-ordination of the action
undertaken by the Second Committee and the Economic and Social Council on the one
hand, and the various organizations of the United Nations ayatem on the other
hand. “The United States appreciated UNEP's efforts and strongly supported the Plan
of Action to Combat -Desertificationjy UNEP should be entrusted with the.
co-o:dination of etfective 1nternationa1 action.v

69, In reapect of human settlementa, his delegation considered that the objective
of all Governments should be to provide the population with decent and affordable
housing. It commended the performance of the United Nations Centre. for Human
Settlements (Habitat) with regard to programme delivery under severe resource
constraints. It also welcomed the Centre's emphasis on enhancing, through
technical co-operation, developing countries' housing capacity. The decisions
adopted by the Commigsion on Human Settlements at its eighth session should enable
the Centre to work even more efficiently and economically. His country was
prepared to continue its congtructive participation in the Centre's work.

70. The agreed conclusions of the Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the
Implementation of the International Development Strategy were .the regult of a
pragmatic approach to the problems involved. All delegations._had shown willingness
to compromise and a realistic attitude, and the data on which their decisions were
based had been efficiently prepared by the Sedretariat. The untiring efforts of
the Chairman of that Committee had also contributed greatly to the agreement. The
Second Committee's work should build on that foundation., His delegation had no
doubt that an objective analysis of varjous development atrategies would
denmonstrate the benefits to be gained by adopting market-oriented approaches based
on freedom and individual 1n1c£at1ve. rather ehan :1916 coneralized planning or
8:0:0 1ncorv.ntton. . -~ B

71. That type of lttatogy became even more important in the sectors of the economy
dominated by women. In many developing countries, women played an essential role
in those economic activities where personal erfort and initiative were .
fundamental. That was especilally true in the least developed countries, where the
private sector was the women's sector. Perhaps that was one reason why
nale~-dominated official bureaucracies so strongly resisted options which would give
free play to market forces, In the course of its work, the Second Committee must
also tackle the difficult issue of deep-seated cultural traditions which denigrated
the role of women and deprived them of access to the facilities which men
considered excluasively their own.
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72. In r 3pect of document A/40/519 on long~term trends in economic development,
his delegation considered that other intexnational bodies, such as the World Bank
and IMF, had the expertise and had alrxeady produced the same type of economic
forecasts. The value of the report was questionable, even though the Secretariat
had expended considerable resources on it. It seemed doubtful whether the document
could be of help to.any country in its economic development planning. lLong-term
forecasts had proved to be universal failures, the famous attempt by the Club of
Rome being perhaps the best example., In addition, some statistics wore completely
ahsent, notably those concerning the development assistance and the armaments
situation of countries with a centrally planned economy. The absence of such vital
information detracted considerably from the study's value. His delegation doubted
the relevance of the section on military expenditure, disarmament and development
which was out of place in a document of that type and reached conclusions of
questionable validity baged on quite unrealistic assumptions. Because of all those
drawbacks, his delegation was not convinced of the need for such reports in the
future, It considered that the resources allotted to them could be better used for
work of more practical relevance to the development needs of developing countries,

3. Mr. KUMARAN (Malaysia) said that the agreed conclusions reached by the
Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, and its
decision, in a spirit of consensus, to set aside differenoes for the time being,
conatituted a promlsing start,

74. The Strategy remained a valuable instrument for international co-operation in
promoting development, although its adoptiop had not led to an improvement in the
world economic situation., 1Indeed the apparent upturn in the United States economy
had not had the expected effect in other countries, where the economic situation
continued to deteriorate,

75. However, certain important issues were still the subject of controversy, and
it was important to reach a consensus on them. It was strange that, although all
countries agreed that the greatest danger was posed by the deterioration in the
international trading system and increased protectionism, certain States did not
display the political will required to fulfil the commitment to halt and roll back
protectionism which they had undertaken at the GATT winisterial wmeeting in 1982 and
€0 solve the problems which had been outstanding since the Tokyo Round. By showing
a sincere desire to revitalize trade between developing and developed countries,
those States would help to maintain the debate on the rationalization of the
international trading system.

76. Another problem encountered by developing countries, whose economies were
mostly dependent on the production of basic commodities, was a reduction in export
earnings due to a sharp drop in commodity prices. Despite the discouraging results
produced by international commodity agreements, the Integrated Programme for
Commodities was still useful in that it enabled terms of trade to be adjusted in
favour of producer countries while guaranteeing regular supplies for consumer
countries. His delegation called upon all countries to support negotiations on new
agreements, to renew expiring agreements and to work towards the establishment of
the Common Fund for Commodities without delay.
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77. “Indebtedness, whose effects on growth in the developing countries deserved
more detailed analysias, imposed an intolerable burden on debtor countries,
especially the least developed countries, A substantial inorease in the export
earnings of developing countries, which was the only possible long-term solution,
would basically depend on the degree and extent of economic recovery and on the
trade policy decisions taken by the major countries. His delegation was in favour
of a dialogue hetween debtor countries, creditor countries and financial
ingtitutions, and called upon all the parties concerned to agree on ways and means
of._ resolving the debt problem,

78. ‘Mr. YEGOROV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) affirmed his country's
commitment to the principles laid down in the Charter of Economic Rights and Dutles
of States and in the International Development Strateqy for the Third United
Nations Development Dacade, which continued to play a vital part in regulating
international economic co-operation for development. However, an.examination of
those two instruments had revealed that the existing structure of international
economic relations did not ensure respect for the sovereign rights and legitimate
interests of most countries, especially the developing gountries, Yet, a number of
capitalist countries which were openly boycotting the meetings of the Ad Hoc
Committee were refusing to recognize that fact. His delegation, for its part, was
prepared to contribute actively to the completion of the review of the
implementation of the Charter on the basis of the Ad Hoc Committee's report
(A/40/52), the conclusions submitted by the Group of 77 and the draft decision
gubmitted by the socialist countries (A/AC.226/L.2).

79. The Byelorusaian SSR had long since recognized the considerable political
importance of the work of the Committee on the Reviaw and Appraisal of the
Implementation of the International Development Strategy. Its views and its
proposals on that subject were set out in detail in the relevant doguments.

80. His delegation had joined the consensus in favour of the adoption of that
Committee's report, because it reflected the interests of the Group of 77 and also
qontained a number of important ideas on development and disarmament, However, in
view of its serious shortcomings, the report could be tegarded only as a first step
owarde the solution of current ecnomic problems,

81. The report on long-term trends in economic development (A/40/519) should be
supplemented by concrete recommendations based on a detajled analysis of short-,
medium- and long-term trends. The authors of the report, whose work was both
comprehensive and useful, had addressed, inter alia, the question of the relation
between disarmament and development, Although they had rightly pointed-out that
the allocation for development of resources made available by disarmament measures
would give a strong impetus to economic growth, they had failed to mention the
initiatives taken in that respect by the USSR and other socialist countries, which
were reducing their military expenditure in order to contribute, inter alia, to
economic development in the developing countries. Similarly, although the report
indicated that many of the adverse effects of the recession during the years 1980
to 1982 had yet to be overcome, despite the relative recovery of certain Western
economies, curiously it attached little importance to the repercussions of the
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recession. and -the policy of the Weatern countries on conditions in the developing
countries. Yet, the figures and data supplied clearly indicated that the gap
between the capitalist countries and the developing countries was being further
widened by the inequity of existing international economic relations. Not only did
the economic growth rates of the developing countries fall far short of the targets
set in the International Development Strategy, but they were actually declining in
abgolute terms under the effect of external factors such as protectionism,
deteriorattng terms of trade, declining export earnings, unstable exchange rates
and a growing debt burden. Indeed, it would be exaggerated to impute the economic
difficulties encountered by the developing countries to so-called "negligence" in
their domestic economic polioy-making, because such difficulties were in fact
caused by increasingly intensive neo-colonialiat exploitation by the Western Powers
and trapanattonal Qorporations,

82, The United Kingdom proposal requesting the Secretariat to study the effects of
direct private foreign investment on the economies of the developing countries
deserved attention. However, such a study should not be confined to the transfer
of technology and the training of specialized personnely rather, it should take
into account all available data. 1Indeed, private investment also resulted in a
considerable loss of resources for the developing countries in the form of interest
payments and remitted profits, and, more insidiously, in a brain drain,

83, Although it was hardly surprising that the representatives of the United
Kingdom and the United States - which had for a long time been frustrating the
initiatives of the socialist countries and the General Assembly resolutions in
favour of disarmament and development ~ had qualified as unrealistic the forecasts
congerning the reallooation of resources for peaceful purposes, it was much more
peculiar that they should request the Secretariat to disregard in its study a set
of official statistics submitted by Member States. That request was incompatible
with the principles of the Organization,

84. The effective participation of women in development was a pre-condition not
only of the improvement of their status but also of economic progress and
development. The importance of their role in development had been stressed in the
International Development Strategy as well as in the numerous other instruments
adopted by the United Nations on that subject. However, the final document adopted
at the Nairobi Conference had revealed that, despite the progress achieved in many
countries, considerable obstacles still remained, such as the deterioration of the
international situation, the continuvation of the arms race, imperialiasm, apartheid,
racism, exploitation and a lack of political will on the part of the industrialized
countries to facilitate the implementation of the various United Nations
instruments providing for the restructuring of international economic relations on
a just and democratic basis.

85. The Byelorussian SSR, considering that the elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women was an important means of reinforcing their
participation in development, had been one of the first countries to sign the
convention on that subject and had adopted specific measures to place women on an
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equal footing with men in terms of general and vocational training, work, pay and
participation in social, political and cultural 1ife. The material and cultural "
living standards enjoyed by the population, especially the women, had improved
aignificantly during the past decade, The Byelorussian Government had increased
the. allowances and benefits granted to mothers for the education and health care of
their ghildren, maternity grants, eta. The experience of the Byelorussian SSR and
the nther soocialist countries had convincingly demonstrated that women should, and
mwust, play an active pert in the development of their country.

86. Mrs, Eriksson (Sweden) took the Chair.

87. Mrs. DE DEL CUETO (Mexico) said that, although a large number of delegations
had expressed satisfaction about the results of the work of the Committee on the
Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International Development -
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, care should be taken to
engure that the consensus which had been painstakingly reached would not be called
again into question, and that the obligations undertaken would be fulfilled.

88, It was diffiocult to understand why certain countries had abstained from
participating in the work of the Ad Hoc Committese of the Whole to Review the
Implementation of the Charter of Egonomic Rights and Duties of States not only
because the principles embodied in the Charter, such as the permanent sovereignty
of States over their wealth, natural resources, and economic activities, and the
right of each sState to determine the form of development most suited to it, were
universally accepted, but also because States could have used that opportunity to
agree upon areas in which joint action should be taken in order to ensure the full
implementation of the Charter.

89, Human settlements activities had acquired a new dimension in Mexico in the
aftermath of the September earthquake, which had suddenly; disrupted the pattern of
life of one of the largest cities in the world. According to provisional estimates
made by ECLAC, in Mexico City alone 15,000 housing units had been destroyed and
55,000 damaged, 30 per cent of hospital capacity had been lost and, in the area of
education, 1,300 schools and administrative offices had been affected, It was now
possible to analyse the situation and draw lessons from that tragedy. " Urgent
solutions muat be found to the problems of accommodating people who wished to
temain in the same areas as before and who had improvised makeshift shelters.
Reconstruction was under way and the issue of human settlements and development
problems must now be considered from a new angle,

90. 1In that regard, on 30 October a meeting to be chaired by the Secretary-General
would be held on the question of sgupport for relief and reconstruction efforts in
Mexico City and the affected areas. Mexico hoped to be able to benefit from the
experience it had gained and thus contribute to United Nations activities in human
settlements.

91, Concerning the integration of women in development, it should be noted that

the hard-won advances in that area were on the wane owing to the crigis. The full
participation of wumen in.development required specific policies, educational and
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employmene opporhunities, reaspact for the prinoiple of "equal pay for equal work"
.and_the_elimination of disoriminatory.practices, but an effective legal framework
and the ngeded infrastructure must algo be established.

92. ‘Finally, she streased the need for long-term structural reforms to solve the
-world's. economic development problems and considered that the raport on the overall
sodio=economic. perspecgtive of the world economy to the year 2000 (A/40/519) was
especially useful, in that it indicated, on the basis of different scenarios and
theories, trends whioh were most harmful to development and thus made it possible
to adopt what seemed to be the most suitable.measures,

;93.;; g, ABU-KOASH (Observer, Paleatine Liberation Organization) recalled that, in
its .resolution 39/169, the General Assembly had requested the Secretary-General to
organize a seminar on remedies for the deterioration of the economic and social
gonditions of the Palestinian people in the ocoupied Palestinian terrxitories and to
report to the General Assembly at the current session on the seminar. He thanked
both the Secretary-General and the United Nationa Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) for their efforts in preparing the seminar and ensuring its success, and
walcomed. the Secretary~General's report on the living conditions of the Palestinian
people in the ooccupied Palestinian territories (A/40/373-E/1985/99)., However, the
report was based partly on Israell statistios that did not show the real level of
deterioratton of the living conditions of the pPalestinian people under ocoupation,
94. The Is:aeli ogcupying authorities had heen implementing a systematic policy
aimed at.destroying the Palestinian national economy and making it dependent on
Tarael, - Despite a high birth rate, after 18 years of Israeli ocaoupation, the size
of the population in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip had declined. Expulsion,
imprisonment, the suppreasion of human rights and the denial of permits for the
reunifiocation of families, against a background of economic degline, had created an
environment. which prompted the young and-the educated to leave the territories.

85, The Israeli ocoupying authorities had appropristed more than 60 per cent of
the-land for expansionist purposes, in particular for establishing colonial
gettlements. In €0 doing, they had resorted to forgery and fraud, as vecognized by
former Prime Minister and current Minister for Foreign Affairs Shamir, They ware
sonopolizing 90 per cent of the water resources and imposing severe restrictions on
their use by Palestinians, The confiscation of land and water resources,
restrictions on Palestinian farming and the dumping of subsidized Israeli
agriocultural products on-the Palestinian market had caused serious damage to the
agzicultural seqtor. .

96, The i{ndustrial sector was also suffering from the policies of occupation
including duaping, restrictions on the import of equipment and raw materilals and
the blocking of several industrial development projects., It had been estimated
that 66 per cent of Palestinian industrial firms were operating at no more than
50 per cent of capacity. Employment opportunities in the sector were therefore
gquite limited and many Palestinian workers had no alternatives but to seek
employment in the Israell economy or to emigrate.
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97. Extetnal trade was alaso subjeot to Israeli domtnatlon. The ocoupying -
suthorities had transformed the Palestinian territories into a captive market,
conatituting the second largeat market ‘for Israell products after that of the
United States, with 92 per ocent of their imports originating in Israel and.a total
o! 04 btllton worth of Israeli goods 1mported du:tng the past £1ve yeara. o

98. The ocoupied Palestinian territories were deprived of all banklng aniltttea
inoluding access to oredit because the Israali ocoupying ‘authorities refused to
allow ralestinian finanocial institutions to be established., They were also feeling
the adverse impact of Israeli inflation, which, among other things, had diminished
the real value of earnings, discouraged inveatment and increased unemployment,
Whereas Israel had eigned a free-trade-area agreement with the United States and
had received aid from it totalling $4 billion in 1985, besides funds from other
sources, the Israell occupying authorities restricted and often prevented external
aid to the ocoupied territories. Moreover, they imposed high taxes, amounting to
approxtmately 33 per cent ot the territories' 1ncome. _

99. The brutality of the SGuth African racist :égima wag mirrored in the occupied
palestinian territories. Both the South African and the Palestinian peoples were
revolting against tyranny, loss of freedom and the suppresasion of national and
human rights, On behalf of the PLO, he expressed his solidarity with the peoples
of South Africa and Namibia. "Peace was a prerequisite for goocial and edonomic
development, and there could be no just peace in the Middle East until all the
oocupied Palestinian and other Arab territories were liberated from Israeli
ocoupation and until the Palestinian people were permitted to exercise their
inalienable rights, including the right to return to pPalestine and the rights to
gelf-deternination and independence.

100. My, NKOBENA (Camercon) welcomed the condensus reached at the resumed session
of the Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the Impleémentation of the
International Development Stratedy for the Third United Nations Devélophent Decade,
which perhaps ushered in a new realism, He expressed the hope that that spirit
would guide the deliberations of the Second Committee, However, it was to be
regretted that, at the mid=point of the Decade, trends towards implementing the
policy measures set out in the Strategy remained far short of the established
targets, particularly in view of the deteriorating economic situation in Africa,
most noticeably in the least developed countries of the continent. ~The report in
document A/AC.219/96 showed, for example, that of the 32 Afrioan countries
considered, the number whose real GDP had decreased had risen from 12 in 1979 to 23
in 1984. There was no indication that the situation would improve in the
foreseeable future, unless emexrgency measures, both short-term and long-term, were
taken to that end. That explained why the call for a special session of the
General Assembly on the critical African economic situation deserved serious
congideration. Ag a demonstration of the importance which the Goverument and
people of his country attached to the issue, it had agreed to host the 12th meeting
of the Conference of Ministers of ECA in April 1986, the focal point of which would
be the search for congrete solutions.
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101. His Government had always believed that the Charter of Economic Rights and
puties of States could play a catalytic role in the establishment of a new
international economic order. Had the measures required in order to implement that
inatrument been taken, the prevailing crises would have been less severe in acope
and intenaity. However, 10 years after its adoption, only meagre progress had been
achieved to that end. His delegation commended the constructive spirit shown by a
number of developed countries at the most recent session of the Ad Hoc Committee of
the Whole to Review the Implementation of the Charter of Economic Righta and Duties
of States, and urged all other developed countries to take the same co-operative
attitude towards the draft resolution adopted at the conclusion of the session. It
invited all wmembers to make concrete proposala, both within the Second Committee
and_in other international forums, to enhance the apeedy implementation of the
measu:es preacribed Ln the chattet.

102. 801ence and technology constituted another issue which his Government
considered orucial for bridging the ever-widening gap between the rich and poor
gountries and for finding lasting solutions to the chronic world economic crises
and disequilibria. It constituted the most important and dynamic exogenous factor
capable of generating acuelerated and sustained economic development in the
developing countries. However, negotiations under way for several years on such
key matters as the code of conduct for the transfer of technology, and the reform
of the international patent system and reverge transfe. 1 of technology had reached
an impasse, and only meagre results had been achieved in the implementation of the
vienna Programme of Action on Soience and Technology. His deleyation commended. the
very useful work of various United Nations bodies to strengthen the scientific and
technological capabilities of the developing countries. However, such efforts had
been hampered by a lack of adequate financial resources; a case in point was
General Assembly resolution 37/244 on the establishment of the United Nations
Financing System for Science and Technology for Development, which had remained
uninpleaented, owing to the failure by some developed countries to meet their
earlier commitments to it.

103, The developing countries had hardly benefited from the great strides in
scientific and technological progress made since the Second World War, and Africa
redained the continent with the lowest annual rate 6f increase in scientific and
technical personnel. That situation resulted not only from the global economic
orisis, which compelled the duveloping countries to divert substantial productive
resources to meet immediate needs, but also from the egoism of certain Powers.

104. The need to restructure the prevailing pattern of scientific and technological
relations had become evident, and his delegation fully supported the draft
resolutions before the Committee on the various aspects of technology.

105. The question of human settlements occupied a key role in the development
policy of his country, and the Ministry of Housing and Town Planning had scored
great successes in meeting targets set in both rural and urban areas. It was for
that reason his Government was keenly interested, and participated actively, in the
work of United Nations bodies in that field., It supported the resolutions and
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decigions adopted at the eighth seasion of the Commission on Human Settlements,
even though they were not as far-reaching 2s it would have wished, It was )
regrettable that so far only 64 countries had made voluntary contributions to the
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlementa Foundation. ~More gserious aupport from
all Member States was required if the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
was to cope with its inoreasingly heavy responsibilities. His delegation also
invited all countries to co-operate fully to ensure the gsuccess Of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless. - .jf“*f‘j‘f:ff‘jf‘* e

106, With regard to the effective mobilization and tntegratlon of women in
development, his country was among the few in the world that had established a
ministry for women'a Affairs charged with promoting the role of women in
development. At the international level, his Government ‘supported activities to
strengthen that role and fully endorsed the forward-looking strategies and consensus
text adopted at the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Woumen held at Nairobi. His delegation. 1nvited 311
counttiea to adopt a positive attitude towards the gtrategies,

107. With regard to the future perspective outlined in the report in document
A/40/519, his delegation believed that Scates must co-operate in finding practical
solutions to prevailing problems, particularly with regard to the orisis in
Africa, It therefore called on all members of the Second Committee to demonstrate
flexibility and the necessary political will to adopt the appropriate measures,

108. Mr. MORKADEM (Tunisia), referring to the International Development Strategy,
said ehat the fragile balance reach&d by the Committee established to review 1ta
implementation should not obscure the need to make structural changes in
international economic relations so as to ensure sustained and lasating economic
growth., The foreign-debt burden of the developing countries and the oritical
economic situation in Africa had prompted a sudden awireness in the international
community which should be followed up with concrete and urgent dollective action.
That would bring States closer to the objectives of the International Developaent
Strategy, objectives that were not unattainable given the requisite political will,

109. His delegation was disappointed that certain developed countries hed not
participated in the work of the A Hogc Committee of the Whole to Review the
Tiplementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and at the
lack of results following that work. The Charter was a fundamental’ instrunent for
international co-operation. What mattered was not whether its contents temained
valid, but rather to what extent States were prepared to work together to overcome
the current major economic difficulties and what measures were needed. His country
was convinced that, differences aside, it was possible to take joint action and
thereby contribute to the restoration of confidence in multiiateralism and in
instruments for international econonmic co~operation. In that regard, he referred
to document A/40/519 on the overall socio-economic perspectives of the world
economy to the year 2000, which rightly noted that the outcome of the development
decades demonstrated that, given the interdependence of all countries, a climate
conducive to international economic co-operation was of prime importance to sustain
thelr rate of growth.
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110, With regatd to science and technology, his delegation felt that both would
open up ‘broad development prospects, provided that human resources were
revalorized; the implementation of the vienna programme of action on Soience and
Technology for Davelopment should therefore be stepped up. The atrengthening of
the scientific and technological capacity of the developing countries required
significant technical and financial support from the developed countries, 1In that
regard, although ‘the establishment of long-term financial and institutional
arrangements for the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for
Development continued to cause great difficulties, the measures proposed by the
Secretary-General in his report (3/C.2/40/4), which Tunisia was prepared to
consider, .could under any cirocumstance be only a temporary arrangement and could in
no‘evént replace the System as.it was defined in General Assembly resolution
'37/244. Moreover, those proposals would not prove useful unless they were
uaocompanted by a gommitment on the part of the developed countries to_ contribute
adequate;y to the financing of the proposed interim ar:angement.

111. The Rapott of the Governing Council ‘of the United Nations Environment
programme drew attention to a series of problems, notably that of desertification.
1f desertification was not urgently combated, the economy of the African countries
in question could not long resist its deadly effects. Consequently, the
Eo:thooming African environmental conference was being held just in time to define
an appropriate strategy. Miny plans of action had been adopted, and if they had
not yieldéd all the expected results it was largely becauge of the Africen
countries'. shortage of financial and technical resources. UNEP was a good
instrument for mobilizing those resources. His delegation also fully supported the
preparation of ‘the study on the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and
Beyond, and, in its view, there was a need to complete and extand the domain of
1ntgrngtiona1 envi;onmental law.

112. With regard to. human settlemants. Tunisia felt that the International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless was a good opportunity for drawing up appropriate national
policies on the subject. The Tunisian Government, for its part, had recently
entablished a National Development Department as a branch of the Ministry of
planning, " That body had been charged with defining urbanization and housing poliocy
ngdgr the nattgpal economic gnd socjal dovelopnent plan,
;;3, wigh,r;ga:d to the effective mobilization and integration of women in
developaent, Tunisia felt that the world survey on the role of women in development
had. greatly facilitated the work of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women; that Conference had made it
possible to identify the major problems and fields of action which called for more
effort on the part of the international community. Tunisia had made the
emancipation of women one of the essential components of its economic and social
developuwent, and it was trying by various means to make women agents of economic
development on an equal footing with men.

114, In conclusion, with regard to the new international human order, his country

admitted the importance of the moral aspects of development but felt that the
concept would gain by being made more precise,
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115, Mr, BAICHEV (Bulgaria) sald that the implementation in Praatice oﬁ the
prinaiples laid down in the Charter of Eadnhomic Rights and Duties of ‘States and in
the International Development Strategy would no doubt lead to a radical solution of
the existing economic problems and to a just and democratic restructuring of the
current inequitable system of international economic relations. although 10 years.
had elapsed gince the adoption of those documents, it must be noted that no real
progress had been made, for well-known reasons. The socialist countries had
repeatedly expressed their firm support of the developing countries! efforts to
find a just and lasting solution to economic problems. .The Declaration adopted at
the meeting of the States members of the Warsaw Pact was a new manifestation o:
that gonstruotive policy. The Ad Hoo Committee of the Whole to Review the, :
Implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States had
reaffirmed the importance of the Charter as an instrument for the restructuring of
international economic relations on a just and democratic basis. :Although the
majority of delegations taking part in the meetings of the pad Hoc Committee had
recognized that fact, consensys had been reached on the dragt final document
submitted by the Group of 77. His delegation shared the opinion that the process
of reviewing the implementation of the Charter had not been concluded and expreused
its readiness to continue the revicw on the basis of the doguments submitted to the
cOmmtttae (A/Ac 226/u.1 and L,2). S leiii

116. As to the recently concluded work of the Committee on the Review and.Appraigal
of the Implementation of the International Developdent Strategy, he felt, while not
underestimating the importance of the adopted document, that owing to the approach
adopted by some countries, the Committee had been, on the whole, unable to carry
ovt its mandate. A number of provisions of great importance for the implementation
of the objectives of the Strategy had not been included in the final document which
had been adopted., The latter failed to reflect the tasks of implementing the .
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, of launching - within the
framework of the.United Nations - global negotiations on international economic
co-operation, of finalizing the code of conduct for transnstional corporations and’
of completely eliminating the policies of colonialism, neo-golonialism and
apartheid. Nor did the dooument in question say that it was necessary to
restructure the current financial and monetary syatem, eliminate protectionism and
the negative consequences of the activities of transnational corporations, curb the
outflows of financial resources from developing countries, support socio-sconomic
change in developing countries and declare the inadmissibility of econotic
sanotions. The socialist countries had, nevertheless, joined in the consensus on
the document, in the belief that it could none the leas play a positive role in the
concerted efforts to solve the economic problems faced by the international
community and to promote peace, security, disarmament, mutual confidence and
co~operation, !

117. Bulgaria attached particular importance to guestions relating to science and
technology for development. It therefore supported the efforts to enhance the
effectiveness and co-ordinating role of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development. It commended the decision, taken by the Committee
at its sixth session, to undertake at its next sessions more detailed and in-depth
consideration of problems of science and technology, It also endorsed the
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consideration by the Committee of an item converning the establishment of
solentific and technical information systems for development, and it felt that such
systems should be carried out on the basis of the existing information systemsg of
the United Nationa and more affective utilization of their data banke. His
delegation favoured the continuation of concrete work to implement all progregsive
degisions of the Vienha Programme of Action on Sclence and Technology for
Development. ‘It felt that the role of the regional commissiona in that field
should be st:engthened. o . ) ] T
118. Bulgaria had actively participeted in the work of the Commission on Human
Settlements, and it regarded as particularly useful the establishment in the
developing countries of personnel training centres in that field, Bulgaria devoted
particular attention to the decisions adapted by the Commission at its eighth
session concerning the housing programme for the Palestinian population in the
oocupiéd Palestinian territories and assistance to victims of gpartheid and
colonialism in southern Africa, as well as the contribution of the Commission to
the International Year of Peace and the activities within the framework of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless in the oucupied Palestinian
territories. Bulgaria wag of tHe view that efforts to upgrade go-ordination

between the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements and the Governing Council of
the United Natlons Environment Programme should be enaouraged., It also supported
the decision taken by the Commission to sdopt a biennial oycle for its sessions,

119, Bulgaria attached particular importance to problems of environmental
protagtion and believed that they could be solved only through concerted action by
the entire international community. UNEP, whose role in that respect was
indisputable, should continue to give priority to the problems concerning the
relationship between population resources development and the environment and the
ecological aspeats of the International Development Strategy. He commended UNEP's
et!orts to establish a global monitoring system and the Jjoint efforts of UNEP and
ECE in the field of pollutant-free technologies and transhorder pollution. His
country attached primary idportance to the problem of the link between
environmental proteotion and disarmament, In that connection, he recalled that, at
‘the thirteenth session-of the UNEP Governing Council, the delegation of Bulgaria
had “proposed ‘that an international ecological symposium entitled “"Environmental
P:otiQtion and ‘Maintenance of Peace on the Planet" should be held in Bulgaria, in
1986, becavse ‘it—was convinced that such a meeting would help to promote and
strénghthen international ao~oporaeion to save mankind from an ecological and
nuclear catastrophe.

120, His country attached particular importance to the role of women in
development. Like the majority of delegations, he believed that the Nairobi
Ccnference had made a positive contribution in that regard. It was generally
recognized that the role of women in the struggle for peace, national liberation,
social progress and the political, social and cultural development of countries had
been growing recently. However, considerable obstacles to the full implementation
of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women still remained, and it was the
responsibility of the United Nations to strive to remove those obstacles and to
contribute to the integration and equal participation of women in development.
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121, Mr, MADRIZ FORNOS (Nicaragua) said that the International Degvelopmént Strategy
was one of the basic instruments of international co-operation., It was theref.qrg
indispenagable and urgent that the developed countries should adopt effective
measures to achieve its objectives. He also reaffirmed the absolute validity of .
all the chapters and articles of the Charter of Eoonomic Rights and Duties of
States. He reiterated his grave concern aver the attitude adopted by several .
developed countries at the most recent mesting of the Ad Hog Committee of the Whole
to Review the Implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States, and he hoped that, on the oocasion of the fortieth anniversary of the
United Nations, all thome who, in one way or another, had impeded the
implementation of the Charter would revetse their position. He launched a spectal
appeal to the Government of the United States to show the political will necessary
for the implementation of the Charter, which it had not only blocked on many
occasions but whose provisions it had clearly violated, thus contravening General
Assembly resolutions. He recalled the many aotions taken by the Government of the
United States against Nicaragua such as the recently {mposed trade embargo, which
was a violation of a whole series of fundamental principles of international. law.

122. In a world of unfair economic relations and increasing needs, technological
development played a very important part, and Nicaragua believed that transfers of
technology to the developing countries were a matter of urgent and primordial
necessity. Those transfers should not be subject to any condition which might
compromise the sovereignty and self-determination of States. Science and
technology should be inatruments for the development of the international
community. The refusal of a number of developed countries to accept the principle
of the unconditional transfer of technology to the developing countries and the
difficulties encountered with regard to the proposed financing system, were a major
obstacle to the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. An appeal should
be launched to the international community to strive to f£ind formulas which would
facilitate the development of that system, The same held true for the adoption of
the International Code of Conduct on the Transfer of Technology, on which agreement
had not yet been reached.

123, With regard to the integration of women in development, the Government of
Nicaragua felt that it was eagential to devise projects to advance and integrate
women in development as decisive agents of development., To that end, all scoial
differences between men and women would have to be eliminated, especially with
regard to the social, political and .economic status of women, which fell far short
of promoting the development of third world countries. In Nicaragua, women
participated fully in building the new society, and the Governaent had implemented
many plans which had led to the effective integration of women in all areas of
national 1ife. The delegation of Nicaragua welcomed and supported the.positive
results achieved at the Nairobi Conference, because it was convinced that they
would help to promote and improve the status of women throughout the world, which
would make a great impact on world economic development and the establishment of a
new international economic order.
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124. : GQYEE (Honduras) said that her country attached great importance to the
environment because it was convinmed that the long-term survival of the planet
could be guaranteed only by continbous monitoring of the relation between
population, resources for development and the environment. Her delegation fully
supported the statement by the Executive Director of UNEP that the fight against
drought and desertification should be given priority because of its catastrophic
side effects., Her delegation joined the appeals to the international community to
provide the resources needed to deal with the world's serious environmental
ptoblama.

125. Because the foreat was one of the main sources of potential wealth of
ecological development, that environmental protection techniques should be improved
and that the diversity of the bilological system should be diversified., It had,
therefore, drawn up a programme for forestry conservation, afforestation to prevent
soil erosion, the coreation of green belts and genetic reserves to preserve the
variety of indigenous species, That programme had been combined with rural
developnent projeats. The implementation of those programmes had shown the need
for technical assistance. Environmental protection required priority attention
from the international community and especially from the developing countries,
which should draw up projects to ensure ecologically sound production in which
resources were husbanded through development and the use of technology.

126, On human settlements, she said that her delegation set store by the
resolutions and decisions adopted by the Commission on Human Settlements at its
eighth session, the implementation of which should help to provide the homeless and
‘the neediest groups with the infrastructures and serviges they required. Given
that by the year 2010, most Of the world's population would be living in urban
séttlements and increasingly large towns, it was vital that decision-makers should
‘be aware of those problems and work out policies designed to lay the foundations
for a wore just society. Her delegation was gonvinced that only through a joint
effort by all sectors would it be possible to improve the lot of that 25 per cent
of the world's population that was currently ill-housed and living in unsanitary
and unhealthy conditions. The need to find additional sources of financing for the
Centreé must not be underestimated, therefore, in view of the fact that the
developed countries' voluntary contributions to the programme of the International
Yesr of Shelter for the Homeless had fallen short. Her delegation had noted with
satisfaction the co-ordination achieved in the activities of the United Nations
system, which should be further strengthened at the global and national levels.
Honduras, which had embarked on a series of programmes on behalf of the most
disadvantaged groups, including self-help construction projects, was closely
following the work of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements and was
pleased that its research and development activities were being directed towards
building techniques that took inte account the needs of low-income groups.

127. Turning to the participation and integration of women in development, she said
that her delegation allied itself with all those which reccgnized the important
contributions of women to development., The objectives of the Honduran national
development plan included, among other things, increasing and improving the
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conditions for the participation of women, particularly the pooreat, in the
economic process, To that end, Honduras was currently revising and adapting its
labour legislation. A common denominator of nearly all developing countries was -
that much still remained to be done, particularly in rural areas. Honduras
therefore appealed to all countries to ses that legislation to ensure equality and
advancement for women was effectively applied. The position of wornen in Latin
America, particularly in urban environments, demonstrated that they were not yet
fully integrated into the development process for attitudes were slow to _change and
the cultural stereotypes were in general unfavourable to them as far as
decision-mnaking and their place in society as a whole were concerned., Her
delegation hoped that the strategies adopted by consensus at the Nairobi Conference
would be duly implemented, so as to take advantage of the human resources potential
of ‘women and to give them a gteatet role in development.

128. Mr. LOPEZ (Ecuador) noted with satisfaction that the Committee on the Review
and. Appraisal of the implementation of the International Development Strateqy had
succeeded in arriving at agreed conclusions whereby the international community
reaffirmed the validity of the Strategy and restated its concern regarding the
acute problems of the developing countries. Although responsibility for
developmant lay primarily with the developing countries, the international
conmunity had undertaken in the Strategy to support their efforts by promoting
positive changes in international economic and political. relations, 1ncludlng a
solution to the debt problem.

129, The problem of external indebtedness, far from being recent, had heen
confronting Ecuador =4 latin America as a whole ever since independence, 1In the
belief that franknes. was vital for solving problems, Ecuador had no hesitation in
atfirming that it was largely responsible for its own indebtedness and that past
errors must be corrected. That was why it had put into effect practical measures,
shown great disoipline in regard to expenditure, and rectified its economic,
monetary, financial and exchange policies. It had renegotiated its debt service,
which over the period 1985-1989 would represent only 28 per cent of export
earnings, as againat 70 par cent in 1984,

130, Equally frankly, Ecuador emphasized that the creditor countries and the
international financial and banking institutions must recognize their own share of
responsibility, Bouador was in no way responsible for the mistaken economic
policies of the industrislized countries (high real interest rates, inflationary
policies, protectionism).

131, The debt problew was closely linked to the exchange problem. The daveloping
countries would not have the resources they needed to honour their commitments if
they could not sell their products at just and remunerative prices. Only a
political dialogue of the kind urged by the signatories to the Cartagena Agreement
would make it possible to f£ind a just, lasting and equitable solution. The crisis
wag not purely technical or arithumetical; it was political and therefore must be
solved at the political level. Ecuador was confident that the leaders of the
industrialized countries would see to it that the goal of political dialogue was
realized,
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132, Mr. LEE (Canada) said that environmental problems were rarely unique to one
country, ‘Thus, the gserious problem of acid rain affected vast areas of North
America and Europe. Canada had therefore welcomed the agreement, signed at
Helsinki in July 1985, whereby 21 countries had undertaken to yeduce gulphur
eaissions and transboundary polluticn by 30 per cent by 1994, cCanada was making
considerable progress in developing & control strategy for harmful emissions. »s
part of a comprehensive policy, the Federal Gavernment had embarked on an action
plan, working out with the affected provinces the steps to be taken to out sulphur
dioxide emissions by 50 per cent by 1994, and committing itself to undertaking a
secries of very important programmes for that purpose.

133. Although Canada had abundant renewable fresh-water supplies, in several
regions there were imbalances between demand and supply. Moreover, the problem of
toxic chemical contamination of water was of growing concern, A major Federal
‘ingquiry had been carried out and a number of basic principles adopted, whereby
consumers were to pay for their water supply, in order to be made to recodnize the
value of water, and projects were to be subjected to systematic analysis with
regard to their economic implications and possible risks. In the Sudano-Sahelian
region of Africa, the joint actions of man and nature - desertification and
drought ~ made the water problem crucial. A more cofmprehensive approach must be
taken in addressing the problem, given the close interrelationship of environmental
‘aznagement with food and agriculture production. Environmental objectives should
be given priority across the whole spectrum of anti-desertification and
famine-zelief policies, Similarly, short-term remedial programmes, largely in the
form of emergency food aid, were too limited in scope and must be acgompanied by
long-term environuental management measures to prevent future drought and famine,
Corzective environmental action must be sociological and political as well as
technical, Generally speaking, better organization was rieeded in dealing with
desertification. A holistic approach must be taken, avoiding overlapping or
piecenesl action that would impede the work on that very important subject, Since
Africa was not the only place where there were serious water-supply problems, it
wag important not to lose sight of the global picture, Beyond the pressing needs
of the day, action sust be taken to ensure the world's water future. Many
long-term issues would have to be addressed, including effective water management
and recycling, improvement of drinking-water supplies and sanitation, the problem
eg toxtc wastes, and wre efficient irrigation methods,

134, The thirteenth session of the Governing Council of UNEP had been productive,
and extranecus political issues had been kept to a minimum. His delegation
wéloosed the establishment of a new open-ended committee of resident permanent
‘reprasentatives, as it would greatly facilitate UNEP's adjustment to a biennial
oycle. Regarding the 1988-1989 programme budget, Canada believed that UNEP needed
to articulate a basic programme strategy, as the Governing Council had requested in
its decision 13/15., On financial questions and the setting of priorities and
attainable goals, it was a welcome development that those activities were currently
under review for the purpose of ascertaining their cost-effectivenesa, and that an
exercise was under way to enhance the return on government contributions. He also
welcomed the stress lald by the 1985 report on the state of the environment on the

/oc-



A/C.2/40/8R.17
English
_Page 31

iz, tee, 'c'anadaj )

environmental aspects of agricultural technologies and population queations. A
uaeful topic for a future report might be the prevention of incidents involving
hazardous chemicals by examining the potentisl for closer co-operation between the
exiating International Programme on Chemical Safety and the International Regiater
of Potentially Toxic Chemicals., UNEP's Barthwatch programme was of fundamental
importance, and his delegation urged all countries to support the programme's
global resources information data base (GRID) project. <Canada would be a major
contributor to the programme and, in partigular, would provide data on soil
wonitoring., The adoption of a substantive omnibus reaolutton on envi:onmental
issues. would be mo:t welgome,

135..The integration of women in development was an economic imperative. Women
played a vital role in industry, agriculture and the service sectorus. However,
that role continued to be insufficiently recognized and remunerated. The income of
women was crucial not only for the family but also for the overall development of
the communityy failure to recognize women's potential had been counter-productive
for the developaent procesds. Policies regarding the situation of women had so far
been oriented towards social rather than economic objectivea, There was a need to
assess systematically the impact on women of any polioy or prodramwe and to ensure
that their concerns were taken into account at all levels and in all sectors of the
egonomy. Governments and international bodies must take steps to ensure that women
ware involved, on equal terms with men, in development planning, The time had come
for the United Nations to address the economic role of women geriously. The world
survey on the role of women in development (A/CONP.116/4) was an important
gontribution to the understanding of that role and would also draw attention to the
problems of data colleotion and to the obatacles encountered by women workers,
particularly low wages and unequal employment opportunities. Member States should
certainly pursue the mattor. o

136. It was very likely that women had been affected by recent trenda in
international trade and finance and by the national policies carried out in
response to thoge trends. It would be timely for the United Nations to analyse the
implications of those trends for women's integration in -economic development,
Reseatch on the issue could be reflected in the periodic updates of the world
‘survey, The Second Committee should begin a more substantive consideration of the
question at the curtent session, on the basis of the many doocuments prepared by the
United Nations, The contribution of women to development had been seriously )
underestimated at the planning stage for lack of statistical informstion. The
Second Comtittes should therefore draw attention to the lack of a data base and
should atudy the major obstacles confronting women, namely, low salaries, limited
access to education and training, and lack of employment opportunities, .Much
greater understanding was needed of the employment patterns of women and their
interrelationship with migration and other demographic issues.

137. His delegation walcomed the recent consensus document which reaffirmed the
validity of the International Development Strategy as a general framework for the
developnent process in the 1980s. The parallel use of a text on agreed conclusions
and a statement by the Chairman had repregented a realistic assessment of areas of
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agreement and disagreement. ‘His delegation would have preferred a greater foous on
the economic measures to be taken by countries, for an appropriate domestic policy
fradework muast be the basic indredient in the development process in all
countries. His delegation would also have preferred a specific reference to the
inportance of the new multilateral trade round. As was well known, Canada acgepted
the 0.7 per cent of ‘GNP target for official development assistance and the

0.15 per cent of GNp target for leaat developed countrtea. tq:gets which ahou;d be
met a8 soon as poseible._, s ) , ,

138. The Intetqove:nmental COmmlttee on Science and Technology for Development had
achieved modest but positive results at its sixth session. In particular, it had
adopted a -resolution which should result in improved utilization of ascientific
information and material in developing countries, It was essential, however, that
Stateées members of that Committes should be represénted by experts who, on the basais
of their credentials, could address such guestions in. depth.

139. Canada did not entirely concur with all the assumptiona and projections put
forward in the report entitled "Overall socio-economic perspective of the world
egonomy to the year 2000" (A/40/519) but nevertheless supported the
Secretary-General's efforts to develop a praotically oriented perspective. 1In
particular, the foous.on a longer~term framework, which emerged in the sections on
sdcio-economtc issyes and on the oxisis in Africa, was valid,

140. Mg, DIOP (Senegal) said that Senegal had firmly committed itgelf alongaide the
international institutions, including UNEP, UNDP and UNSO, which were contributing
both conceptually and operationally to the struggle against drought and
desertification. UNSO had some remarkable achievements to ite oredit in
co~operation with the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the
Sahel and with the countries of the Intergovernmental Authority for Drought and
Development, It was to be hoped that it would also assist the countries of the
Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference, as had been recommended at
the thitty-ninth aeaaiop. .

141, Senegal approved all the actions taken by UNEP. The forthcoming conference in
Dikar ‘which was to work out an agreed policy to combat desertification and to
protect nature would be a sound preparation for the meeting of Africen wministers of
gng onvitpnngnt 0 be held in Cairo in December 1985,

142, In regard to the work on drought and dessrtificstion, the African countries as
a whole believed that the agenda items on those phenomena must be consolidated.

As the Director-General for Development and International Hconomic Co-operation had
pointed out, those guestions wust be dealt with in a more coherent manner and in
guch a way that the effort was consisStent with the needs., There must be no going
back on past achievements. Those achievements included General Assenbly
regolutions on measures for the states members of the Permanent Inter-State
Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel, which UNSO had iuplemented in a very
satisfactory manner; the adoption and implementation of the rlan of Action to
Combat Desertification through a specific mechanism, particularly the financial
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agreement between UNEP and UNDP) General Assembly resolution 35/90, which had. been
sucgeasfully -implemented by UNSO and which had-recommended the oreation of -an ~—-
intergovernmental agency to co-ordinate and support the action for medium- and
long-term relief taken by the countries of the Horn of Africa to combat drought and
other natural disasters) the creation of an appropriate agency whose charter and
programme would be drafted in the near future; and the inclusion in the agenda of
the thirty-ninth session of the General Assembly of the question of countries

stricken by desertification and drought, a complex issue which had been. examined
from all angles,

143, The rehabilitation of the countries stricken by drought and desertification
should -be an integral part of the general prooess of medium- and long-texm
development on the basis of a multisectoral approach., Africa certainly would need
emergency relief, but above all it would have to improve infrastructures, develop
transport and marshal water resources, The gountries of the Permanent Inter-State
Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel had acquired vast experienoe in that
connection and the benefits thereof must not be lost, ~~ T s

144, My, ELYASHIV (Israel) said that the many reports of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies on the living conditions of the Palestinian Arabs in Judaea,
Samaria_and Gaza were vitiated by blas and misrepresentation and distorted the
facts, For example, that was so in the case of the report of the Secretary-General
in dooument A/40/373-E/1985/99, whose partiality had been obvious from the outset,
since it had been prepared in implementation of General Assembly resolution 39/1693
that resolution referred to the deterioration of the economic and social conditions
of the Palestinian people in the ogcupied Palestinian territories, which was
tantamount to gondemning Israel in advance of any investigation.

145, The report of the Secretary-Generasl was based on the wilful suppression and
misuse of statistiocal data, with the aim of presenting the enlightened policy of
socio-economic promotion pursued by Israel as cruel oppression, The very :
statistios that the report purported to quote revealed that, unlike the rest of the
Middle East, the areas under consideration had undergone unparalleled economic and
social development, which could, moreover, easily be confirmed on the ground. Fov
example, the observation in paragraph 14 of the report that “"employment in Israel
and emigration from the occupied territories were explained to a large extent by
reduced opportunities in the oscupied territories" was at variance with the figures
quoted in the 1984 report of the Director-General of ILO) according to those
figures the unemployment rate, which had fallen from 4.1 per cent in 1970 to

1 per cent in 1982, had been 1.5 per cent of the active population in the period
from January to September 1983. That level of employment was far higher than
employment levels in many developing countries; the unemployment rate had been
above 10 per cent prior to 1967, during the Jordanian occupation. Moreover, the
authors of the report ignored the emigration that had taken place under Jordanian
rule and did not point out that emigration was a widespread phenomenon in the Arab
world, owing largely to economic development in the oil-producing countries.
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146. It was tegtettable that the report of the Seozetary-Genetal did not make
statistical comparisons between the economic situation of the ralestinian Arabs and
that of. .the-Arab neighbours of Israel. - Of course, that was no.oversight, for the
figures in.question showed clearly how successful the Israeli policy of economic
liberaliam and tolerance was. ‘At a time of alowed growth in many parts of the
world, per capita GNP had risen by 8.8 per aent per.annum in real terms in Judaea,
“"Samaria’and “the. Gaza District and per capita GDP by 7.1 per cent per annum since
1970, - The latter rate by.far exceeded the corresponding :ates in. the Arab world

- (3.8 per .cent in Egypt, 4.2 per cent in the Maghreb, 5.5 per cent in Iraq and

6.5 per cent in Syria). As a result of that remarkable economic expansion, the
population of Judaea -and. Samaria had- increased by 31.5 per cent.in the period from
1968 to the end of 1983, while that of the Gaza District had risen by 38.2 per cent
‘during the same period. A policy of deliberate repression and depopulation
yielding auch resnlts would olearly be the moat inept and. laughable one on record.

147. Patagzaph 32 of the :eport of the Sectetaty-ceneral aoknowledged that
"industry in the ocoupied territories" had been *undexdeveloped before the
occupation®, In the period 1967-1981 the average annual industrial growth rate for
Judaea,'Samazia and the Gaza District had been 7.7 per centj in the period
1980-1982, 16.4 per cent of all workers employed in Judaea and Samaria and

17.2 per:cent in the Gaza District had been engaged in industry. The authors of
the. report had taken care not to quote those eigures. which tefuted the claim made
in- pa:ag:aph 13 that indust:y waa,stagnant,

148. In the area nf housing, the report noted “the poor state of housing"

(pa:a. 65) and did aot say a word about the spectacular achievements of the Israeli
adniniatrationz new4houa£ng gtarts had risen from 130,000 m2 in the period
1963-1970 to 795,000 m in the period 1981~-1982 in Judaea and. Samaria and from
16,0002 to 258,000 m2 in the Gaza District,

149. with regard to thc vital area of water resources, the report claimed that

alestintan landowners had lost control over their water resourges and that the
digging of new wells by. Palestinians had. been p:ohibited (para. 11). In fact,
there were no restrictions on the digging of new wells for domestic use. Israel
‘was endeavouring to maintain the existing facilities and to improve services and
had sisply retsined and. inplenented.tha Jordanian laws of 1966, For example, the
PuRping. capacity. of the Bethlehem Boit Sahur-Beit Jala area had risen from
260,000 w3 in 1966 to: 3.5 million n3 in 1963,

150. There had also been encouraging results in agriculture, where production had
risen by approximately 10 per cent per annum in Judaea, samaria and Gaza. Grade
could have expanded even more, if it had not been for the Arab boycott on the
exports of Judaea and Samaria.

151. In the area of highet education, even the report acknowledged that the
wagtablishment of a Palestinian system of higher education which included six
universities serving more than 10,000 students was considered a singular
achievement in a soclety under occupation" (para. 70). In that connection,
attention should be drawn to the fact that no universities had been established in
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Judaea and Samaria in the course of the 19 years of Jordanian occupation and that
the growth of higher education facilities.since.l1967 in the countries nelghbouring
Israel was in no way comparable. :

152. Although the report indicated in paragraph 8 that educated young people
lacking suitable opportunities for work in the occupied territories sought such
opportunities in other countries, primarily the neighbouring Arab States, it did
not place that fact in the context of the large-socale movements of both skilled and
unskilled labour occurring throughout the Middle East. That phenomenon was. by no
means unique to the areas under. consideration. .

153, In the area of health, whereas the report claimed that “public health
infrastruature and sanitation facilities were extremely inadequate as a result of
the occupation and the drastic cuts in local budgets for the health services®
(para. 87), it should be pointed out that in Judaea and Samaria the number of
maternal and child health centres had tripled since 1967 and that the number of
clinics had almost doubled. Hospital births had risen from under 10 per cent in
1967 to 85 per cent in 1982 in Gaza and from 13.5 per cent in 1968 to 43,6 per cent
in 1982 in Judaea and Samaria. Even more significantly, the infant mortality rate
had dropped from 86 per thousand live birtha in 1968 to 38.2 per thousand in 1983,
thus becoming the lowest in the Middle East,

154, The report as a whole chose to minimize the significant improvements in the
l1iving conditions of the Palestinian Arabs in Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza District
and, instead, to base most of its findings on false assertions. No falsifications,
baseless acgusations or one-sided resolutions would deter Israel from maintaining
its policy of social and economic development.

155, The position of Israel on the future of the Arab-Israeli conflict, including
the question of the Paleatinian Arabs in all its aspects, had been set forth in the
Framework for Peace in the Middle East, which was in conformity with Security
Council resolution 242 (1967) and invited the Palestinian Arab inhabitants of
Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza District to play an active role in shapiag their
future through participation in negotiations. Unfortunately, it had becore a
ritual to engage in relentless hostilities and political warfare against israel in
the Second Committee and many other forums. Israel rejected all allegations that
aimed to create confusion and exploit faked issues for political purposes. Since
some speakers had regrettably calumniated Israel and zionism, his delegation wished
to point out that zionism was the outgrowth of the Jewish quest for
self-determination and that it represented the modern expression of the Jewish
heritage. Those perniclous attacks were nothing but manifestations of ‘
anti-Seritism, which was one of the most virulent forms of racism known to

mankind His delegation denounced the hatred and ignorance that were the
motivacring forces behind those who relentlessly sought to further the anti-Semitic,
anti-Israeli and anti-peace campaign. It denounced those who had the impudence to
accuse others of racism, while they were oppressing, torturing and massacring
minorities in their countries. tLastly, it denounced those whose malicious and
racist statements were nothing but yet another despicable attempt to undermine the
principles of international harmony and understandaing.
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'k:156.'zgg_gﬂgggﬂgg,'referting to the statement made by the representative of Israel,
““announced that the representatives who had made known their wish to speak in

---axercige Of the right of reply would do so at a subsequent meeting, since it was so
. late.

The meeting rose at 9.30 p.m.
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