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The meeting wag called to order at 10,35 a.m,

AGENDA ITEM 71: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES
AFFECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPLED TERRITORIES: REPORTS
OF THE SECRETARY~-GENERAL (A/41/454, A/41/455 and Add.l, A/41/456, A/41/469 and
Add.l, A/41/677, A/41/680-682)

1. The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of members of the Committee to the
documentation on agenda item 71, namely the repoct of the Special Committee
(A/41/680) and the various reports of the Secretary-General, as well as the letters
from the Permanent Representative of Jordan to the United Na:ions addressed to the
Secretary~General (A/41/82, A/41/94, A/41/426, A/41/427, A/41/635 and A/41/716) and
the communications on the item from the representatives of Morocgo (A/41/113,
A/41/117 and A/41/138), Tunisia (A/41/475), Iraq (A/41/620) and Oman (A/41/691 and
A/41/700) .

2. Mr. WIJEWARDANE (Sri Lanka), speaking in his capacity as Chairman of the
Special Committee to Investiyate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Population of the Occupied Territories, introduced the report of the Special
Committee, covering the pericd from 30 August 1985 to 31 August 1986. The report
was based on information received by the Special Committee from the oral and
weitten accounts of persons having first-hand knowledge of the situation in the
occupied territories and the testimony of organizations in those territories and on
the views of the Governments concerned. The Special Committee had attempted to
give not only a cleat picture of day-to-day life in the occupied territories but
also an assessment of the human rights situation there during the period covered.

3. The Special Committee had consistently sought the co-operation of the
Governments concerned and had received information from some of those Governments.
Regrettably, the Government of Israel, the occupying Power in the territories under
consideration, had continued to withhold its co-operation from the Special

Commi ttee, which had therefore not been able to visit the occupied territories and
to inform itself of the situation on the spot.

4, The information thus gathered had been analysed in the context of that
international law applicable to the situation and, in particular, of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of

12 August 1949. The Special Committee had also relied on the Hague Convention for
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed-Conflict, of 14 May 1954,
the Hague Conventions of 1899 ané 1907 respecting the Laws and Customs of War on
Land, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The information
was examined by the Speclal Committee with reference to a number of fundamental
human rights (freedom of movement, freedom of expression, freedom of asgociation,
the right to education, etc.). The guestion of annexation and settlement and its
various ramifications was examined, as was the question of the treatment of
detainees. -
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5. In chapter V of its report, the Special Committee gave its conplusions and its
evaluation of the human rights situation duxing the period in question. The poliocy
followed by the Government of iIsrael had not changed, and certair members of tha
Igraell Government had made repeated reference to a sc-called “iron fist" poliocy.
The Special Committee had noted that that polioy affected virtually all aspects of
civilian life in the ocoupled territories and that the human righte situation had
thus deterlorated even further. It had attempted to illustrate that situation in
annex III to the report, which contained chapter IV, sections A and B, and which
gave an ldea of the sheer volume of the information available.

6. As in his letter of transmittal, he wished to dwell briefly on the
consequences of the financial urieis facing the Organization for the work of the
Special Committee. The Special Comm{ttee had agreed, in a spirit of constructive
co~operation, to limit its activities in response to the Seuretary-General's
request to all Unilted Nations bodies to contribute to the efforts undertaken to
surmount the financial orisis. It had therefore endeavoured to carry out its
mandate to the best of its ability, but the voluntary limitations accepted had
nevertheless prevented it from presenting its work in its entirety., The situation
that was the subject of the Special Committee's mandate generated a considerable
volume of information, at least a representative cross-gection of which had to be
retained in the interests of fairness to the hardships and deprivation suffered by
the civilian population of the occupled territories. For that reason, annex III to
the report, which, in the view of the Special Committee, was perhaps its most
important part, had to be reflected in one way or another in any statement of the
human rights situation in the occupied territories.

7. ‘'The Special Committee reiterated its hope that the international community
would take a constructive approach to the human rights aspect in considering tha
situation in the ocoupied territories; that aspeut had a vital bearing on the
political realities of the region and therefore must not, and could not, be
ighotred.

8. Mr. SALAH (Jordan) said that the bitter conclusion to be drawn from the report
of the Special Committee was that Israeli poliocy towards the population of the
occupied Arab terrvitories had not changed. The repressive practices of the
occupier in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights persisted and had
even worsened. ‘There had been a return to the policy of the “iron fist", although
that term did not do full justice to the brutality of the policy in question.

9. There was no longer any need to demonstrate the inhuman character of the
ocoupation. Even Israeli soclety felt its effeots, thereby proving, if there was
still a need for such proof, that the ocoupation could not solve Israel's problems
or guarantee its future. That country was, however, nore concerned with exerting
its domination than with ensuring its “security® and its “"permanence®. That was
also apparent from the report of the Special Committee, where it was stated that
the arguments presented by Israel to justify the demolition and sealing of houses
were baseless.
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10. 1Israel considered the most minor Palestinian activity as a threat to ita
gacurity. Military Ordex No. 8%54, which required those ralestinians wishing to
teach or to study at a university to recognize the lagality of the ovaupation,
reflected that mind-set. There was every raeason to belive that Israel, without
aduitting as much, considered that the very existence of the ralestinian people
Jeopardized its security and that it must thervefore put an end to that existence in
one way ox anothex.

11, The international community must Ffirmly rejeot such assertions and should
congider Israel alone responsiblie for the persistence of disturbances and tensions
in the region,

12, The Israell authorities constantly provoked the Arab population of the
ocoupied territories. They then used the reaction of the population as a pretext
for intensifying their rvepression, A police patrol paesing through an Arab
university or school often triggered a provess that led unfailingly to the closure
of the establishment concerned and the arrest of hundreds of students, with all the
consequences that that could entail.

13. Another example of provocation was the repeated violation of Muslim places of
worship by Israeli political organizations and terrorist groups., Such aots were
part of a deliberate policy, as was demonstrated by the inoidents at Al-Agsa Mosque
in January 1986 when members of the Knesset, in the ultimate act of provocation,
had tried to force their way into the holy place to pray, thereby showing complete
contempt for the hundreds of miliions of Musiims who revered that sanctuacy.

14, Such attacks, from which no aspect of the socoial 1life of the Arab population,
none of thelr rights and none of their values was spared, were designed to keep the
population In a state of fear and humiliation and to stir up hatred between the two
communities. In that connection, there was one fact to which the international
community could not in any circumstances turn a blind eyes Israel was trying to
imbue its young people with hatred of the Arabs so that the feeling would become a
part of their cultural reality.

15, On top of that, there was the destitution to which the Palestinian people had
been reduced. Since 1967, Israel had been following a policy of economic
strangulation in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip: it took such forms as seizing
water resources, confiscating agricultural land, exploiting the Palestinian labour
force, swamping West Bank markets with Israeli products and denying producers in
the area acceas to Israell markets, not to mention the heavy taxes that Arab
citizens and traders had to pay. . Although all reports from the area confirmed suoh
facts, Israel claimed stubbornly to be striving to put the economy of the occupied
Arab territories on its feet again.

16. what was even more serious, Israel had drawn up a 20-year plan for the
establishment of settlements, thereby demonstrating itp intention of opposing peace
for the next 20 years at least,
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17. Duplicity in applying the law was another characteristio of israeli policy, as
wae shown by the support given to settlers by the judicial apparatus or by the
acquittal of two Shin Beth members vesponsible for the murder of ralestinian
Pedayeen,

18. The Ysoraell political, military, judicial and ideological apparatus presented
a sorry spectacle in its attempts to undermine the cultural, psycholooical and
economic foundations of the Palestine identity. It must be undergtood that the
policy was a deliberate one aimed at changing the demographic, social and physical
characteristics of the Arab territories., Jordan would gontinue to struggle
vigorously againast such practices until Israel realized that it could not achieve
its illegal ends by holding the Palestinian people and the Arab terrvitories hostade.

19, Nineteen years had passed since the invasion of the Arab territories, but
ITsrael still did not seem to know what it intended to do with them. On the one
hand, it had annexed Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, on the other, it had returned
S8inai to Egypt. 1Its intentions with regard to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
were uncertain, to say the least.

20, 1Israel's attitude was not to be attributed to confusion, however. It was
pursuing, several policies, drawing support conveniently from the whole gamut of
Israeli political parties, whose positions ranged from advocating the annexation of
the cooupied Arab territories to the outright expulsion of their population, That
multiplicity of positions reflected the Israeli Government's ultra-conservative,
wait~and-gee attitude to the future of the ovoupled Arab territories and its
willingness to allow each political grouping to try to shape that future in its own
way., v

21, Meanwhile, the Palestinian people remained illegally confined and exposed to
the whims of the military apparatus, whose instructions were to leave them at the
merxcy of israeli political forces.

22, Mr. MANSOUR (Observer, Palestine Liberation Organization) said that the report
of the Special Committee gave a clear ploture of the situation in the occupied
territories and revealed that Israel was intensifying its policy of the "iron fist"
with the dual purpose of annexing the whole of Palestine and expelling the
Palestinian people. tsrael's continued refusal to allow the Special Committee to
visit the ococupied territories was further proof that the Palestinians were living
under inhuman conditions.

23. The occupied Palestinian territories had been transformed into one huge
concentration camp where arbitrary arrests, extensive curfews and brutal police
raide were frequent. Thousands upon thousands of Palestinians, many of them
children, had been imprisoned and tortured, as was widely documented by Amnesty
International which was still waiting for the results of the investigation which
the Israeli police claimed to have conducted into the ill treatment of young
Palestinian detainees held in the notorious Al-Fara'a detention centre.
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24, 1Israel had been waging a massive campaign to destroy the political, economic
and social infrastructure of the ocoupied territories and the will of the
Palestinian people living under occoupation,

25. A number of schools and universities had been closed for varying lengths of
time, students had been arrested and imprisoned, activities had been disrupted and
publications censored. Restrictions on freedom of movement had continued to he
imposed but, according to Amnesty International, the use of restriction orders had
largely been replaced after July 1985 by the use of administrative detention. Some
126 people had been subjected to administrative detention between July and

December 1985. '

26, Contrary to Israel's mendacious claims, the economy of the ocoupied
territories was deteriorating steadily, as was evidenoced by the situation in the
Gaza Strip. A study by a researcher from Harvard University, published in

May 1986, and articles in the Jerusalem Post showed that the sectors on which the
economy of the Gaza Strip was based - citrus fruit production and fishing - were
deteriorating. Furthermore, average annual per capita consumption of water, which
was essential for irrigation, differed b»» a ratio of 100 to 1 according to whether
the consumers were Zionist settlers or Palestinians.

27. The expropriation of Palestinian land and the developmert of settlements
brought with them>an intensiflcation of terrorism by settlers indoctrinated with
the racist zionist ideas of the dangerous Rabbi Meir Kahane, whose aim was to
expel, in every possible way, the 2 million Palestinians from Palestine. According
to data compiled by Meron Benvenisti in his West Bank Data Base Project, Israel had
seized more than 52 per cent of the total area of the West Bank. The Jewish
gsettler population had increased by almost 20 per cent in one year and, if the
trend continued, would reach the 100,000 mark by the end of the decade. Israel was
continuing to develop an increasing number of settlements, to which hundreds of
millions of dollars were allocated. Some were already becoming small cities and,
more significantly, military outposts.

28, 1Israeli repression was escalating further. The Israeli Government had revived
the Emergency Defence Reqgulations imposed in 1945 by the British Mandate
authorities, especially those aspects relating o arbitrary deportations,
administrative detention and the closing of Palestinian newspapers. Hundreds of
Palestinians had been arrested or deported, and Palestinian newspapers had been
temporarily or permanently closed, as had happened to the daily Al-Mithag and the
weekly Al-Ahd on 24 Auyust 1986.. The editor~in-chief of the Arabic daily Al-Sha'b
had been arrested on 3 November 1986 and was awaiting deportation.

29, fThe escalation of repression had been accompanied by underhand political
manceuvring by Zionist leaders, the United States Administration and thelir agents
in the region to prepare the ground for a quisling leadership to replace the PLO
and for an Israeli-Jordanian condominium over the occupied Palestinian territories
which would enable Israel to perpetuate its illegal occupation. That would be
achieved under the guise of a so-called five-year development plan which included

/'..
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the appointment of quislings as mayors and the opening at Nablus of a branch of the
Cairvo~Amman Dank. The United States-Israeli offensive, the purpose of which was to
move on to the second stage of the Camp David Accords, had taken a dangerous turn
after the meeting at Ifran and the Alexandria summit.

30. Those grand designs would not succeed, however, becauge the Palestinian people
and the Palaestine Liberation Organization were one ahd could not be divided. The
sltuation in thé ocoupled valestinian territories was such that a popular
revolution was imminent.

31. 1Israel's arrogance enjoyed the total support of the Government of the United
States, whose complicity, as defined by the International Law Commission, in the
crimes committed against the Palestinian people was incontestable.

32, 1israel was furthor encouraged by the silence of the international community,
which could not engage in mere lip service against Israel and resian itself to
inactivity on the pretext that its hands were tied. The Special Political
Committee was not addressing the root cause of the problem. The international
community was duty bound to ensure respect for the Fourth Geneva Convention. The
provisions of the Charter surely provided remedies and, if the Secretary-General
and the General Assembly felt at a loss, they could seek an advisory opinion on the
matter from the International Court of Justice.

33. Lastly, it should be borne in mind that the United States and Israel continued
to obstruct the process of establishing a just and comprehensive peace in the
Middle East, in disregard of United Nations resolutions and international law. In
particular, they rejected General Assembly resolution 38/58 C calllng for the
convening of an international peace conference on the Middle East. The Palestinian
people, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization, would
vontinue its struggle until it attained all its inalienable rights.

34, Mr, ABOUL-~GHEIT (Egypt) expressed satisfaction with the way in which the
Special Committee had discharged its mandate. The item under consideration and
that on UNRWA were two facets of the Palestinian problém and two consequences of
the inability of the international community to £ind a comprehensive, just and
lasting solution to the problem or even to put an end to the Israeli ocoupation of
the Arab territories.

35. The report under consideration, which was the eighteenth submitted by the
Special Committee, once again contained a long list of practices which were all
violations of human rights and international conventions and agreementss an

*iron fist® policy, collective punishment, destruction of housing, expulsion,
administrative detention, expropriation of land in order to establish settlements,
violation of the holy places of Al Quds and other towns in the West Bank,
strangulation of the economy of the occupied territories in order to create a cheap
Palestinian work force, obstacles to school and university education, etc. All
those practices were based on the cult of violence and repression and were designed
to break the Palestinian people's will to struggle and resist. After almost two
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decades of occupation, however, that objective was far from being attained and the
situation in the ocoupied Arab territories continued to deteriorate. Accordingly,
all peace-loving forces must redouble their efforts to find a peaceful solution to
the Palestinian problem.

36. In the view of his delegation, any improvement in the situation in the
ooccupied territories hinged upon three essential pre-conditions: Igrael must
understand that there could be no comprehensive peace if it pursued its policy of
expansion and settlement which was an obstacle to all peace effortsy Israel must
understand that peace for all the peoples of the region required that the
Palestinian people must once again be able to enjoy its legitimate national rights,
inocluding the right to self-determination) lastly, fsrael must understand that a
comprehensive peace required an end to the military occupation of the Arab
territories and respect for the right of all peoples.to live in peace as good
neighbours.

37. In addition to those basic pre-conditions for a settlement of the Falestinian
problem, Israel should take a number of other measures long advocated by Egypt to
win the confidence of the Palestinian people in the ococupied territories: it
should officially abandon its settlements policy, prohibit the expansion of
existing settlements, enforce the law for settlers too, scrupulously regpect the
provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention and improve the living conditions of the
Palestinian people, who might then glimpse the possibility of a truly better
future. His delegation continued to hope that 1987 would be the year of
negotiations, the year that would see an end to tragedy and suffering and, lastly,
the year in which an international peace conference on the Middle East would be
convened.

48, Mr. BIRCH (United Kingdom), speaking on behalf of the twelve member States of
the European Community, said that the Twelve had taken note of the latest report of
the Special Committee and of the fact that the Government of Israel continued to
deny its co~operation to that Committee despite the request of the
Secretary-General. 1In spite of the efforts made by the Special Committee to
provide information which was as complete and objective as possible, the report was
therefore unable to present a complete picture of the situation and the Twelve had
accordingly consulted other sources of information and would also take due account
of the views expressed by Israel and other delegations,

39. The Twelve were seriously concerned by the refusal of the occupying Power to
acknowledge the applicability to the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967
of the provisions of the Fourth Hague Convention of 1907 and the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949, Under those provislons, any change in the status and
demographic structure of those territories, inocluding the establishment of
settlements, was illegal. The Twelve reaffirmed in that context the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, a principle of
international law to which Security Council resolution 242 (1967) also referred,
Accordingly, the Twelve continued to be concerned at the Israeli policy of creating
gsettlements in the occupled territories and expanding existing ones and, in
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particular, at recent statements by the Xaraeli Government advocating an
intensification of that trend. The settler population on the West Bank had grown
by about 8,000 to 10,000 people in the past year, and the drive to take over more
land continued unabated. That had led inevitably to friction with the local
inhabltants, who justifiably opposed a policy that resulted in demographic changes
which were illegal under international law and unacceptable to world public opinion,

40. The European Community repeated its appeal to Israel to end its damaging and
illegal policy, and to help create the atmosphere of truet required for dlalogue,
which would lead to constructive negotiations aimed at an overall peaceful
gsettlement.

41. The European Community was disturbed by reports of harassment and illegal acts
committed by the settlers against the Palestinian population, in spite of efforts
nade by the military authorities to curb them. 1In general, it deplored all acts of
violence in the ocoupied territories, from whatever quarter they came. The cycle
of violence gravely endangered the chances of peace in the region.

42. The Twelve were also strongly concerned about continuing reports of arbitrary
acts committed by the Israell occupation authorities. The measures re-introduced
in August 1985 seemed once again to be applied rigorously. At the end of October,
around 30 Palestinians had been arbitrarily detained, town arrests had become more
common and deportations had continued, contrary to the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Collective punishment was imposed in an arbitrary fashion in the form of curfews
and restrictions on the right to travel on the bridges crossing the Jordan.
Furthermore, the unacceptable practice continued of demolishing or sealing the
houses belonging to the families of those detained. The members of the EEC were
further concerned about the reduction in recent years of the annual number of
family reunification permits issued each year by the Israeli authorities. They
also noted the report by Amnesty International on living conditions in Israeli
prisons, published in September 1986. They wished to draw the attention of the
members of the Committee to the refusal of the authorities of the occupying Power
to permit the International Committee of the Red Cross to have unrestricted access
to interrogation centres, including the one at Far'a, and to serious questions
raised about the treatment of detainees.

43. The Twelve were also bound to restate their view that the policy by which
Israel sought to impose its civil administration on the occupied territories was
unacceptable. A military occupation was regarded as a temporary situation, and
could not confer upon the occupying Power the right of annexation or disposal, or
that of extending its law, jurisdiction or administration in those territories.

For that reason, any measure of that type was invalid. The same principles applied
to the Golan Heights. Lastly, the continuation of the state of emergency, declared
in 1985 by the occupation authorities on the West Bank and in Gaza, was only
acceptable to the extent that its application was compatible with the Fourth Geneva
Convention.
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44. The members of the EEC set store by the status of Jerusalem, considered by
three religions as a holy city, and accordingly rejected any unilateral measute
seeking to wmodify its status. They regarded it as essential that the protection of
unimpeded access by all to the holy places must be guaranteed at the current time
and in any future agreement on Jecrusalem.

48, Although the queation of the human rights of the inhabitants of the occupiad
tercitories had implicationa not only for the welfare of the people concerned, but
also for the wider prospects for a just and comprehensive settlement of the Middle
Eagt conflict, the economic situation in the territories algo had an important role
in the search for a settlement. That was why the Buropean Community had been
providing aid to the occupied tetrritories since 1981, had been supporting the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, and
had just decided to increase substantially its support for the educational
programmes of UNRWA. Furthermore, on 27 October 1986, the European Community had
decided to establish a separate programme of aid to the Palestinians living in the
oucupied territories, which would bring togethet all existing technical and
financial assistance provided by the Community. The Twelve had also taken steps to
provide preferential access to its markets for Palestinian agricultural and
manufactured goods originating in the occupied territories.

46. Although those measures woere favourable, they could not be a substitute for
determined efforts to seek a just and comprehensive settlement of the Acah-Israeli
conflict. The position of the Twelve had been defined in the Venice Deaclaration
and in numerous subsequent statements. 8ir Geoffrey Howe had regently had the
opportunity to reaffirm, on behalf of the member States of the European Community,
in the general debate in plenary, that a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement
of the Arab-Israeli dispute could be achieved only through negotiation. Aall
parties must clearly and unambiguously accept two principles: the right to
existence and security of all the States in the atea, including Israel, and the
cight of the Palestinian people to self-detetmination, with all that that implied.

47. Mr., DOWEK (Israel) said that the debate on the agenda item under consideration
was the occasion for launching an all~out onslaught against Israel, in pursuit of
the wayfare which had heen vaged against it on many levels since the first day of
its existence. 1Israel was desoribed as the personification of evil. Those ritual
attacks might have been laughable if they did not mean that the Arab-Istaeli
conflict could not be settled for years to come, and that thousands of people,
Israelis and Arabs alike, would be its victims, because of the intransigence,
ghort-sightedness and madness of leaders manipulated by foreign interests or
dreaming of wiping off the map two sovereign States, Jordan and Israel.

48. For the last 19 years, the State of Israel had been engaged in promoting the
well-being and in ensuring the safety and socio-economic development of the
pPalestinian Arabs. Under Israeli administration, every sector of activity had made
substantial progress, as compared to the situation which had prevalled before 1967,
or as coupared to the current situation in wost of the neighbouring countries. 1In
spite of voluminous reports and countless resolutions condemning Israel, the facts
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could not be obsoured. His delegation did not intend to conceal difficulties ot
evade gensitive topics. It would not deny that, hehind the surface of daily life,
there were political implications, frustrations and foreign manipulations which had
direct repercussions on the more prosajc aspects of the situation. It would
gertainly not claim that a comprehensive settlement could be reached without
tackling the political and human aspects of the problem.

49. In offering -to assess the main indicators of the quality of life in any
gsociety, he addressed first of all the question of employment and working
conditions. According to the 1985 statistics, the rate of unemployment was

6 per cent in Judea and Samaria, and 2,2 per cent in the Gaza District, as opposed
to 8 per cent in Israel., The working conditions and wages of Arab workers were
identical to those of Jewish workers. The net per capita income in 1985 was
$1,524, which was far above the average in many developing countries. The wages of
public officials had been raised by 10 per cent, and many of them could receive a
second salary from Jordan. From 1983 to 1985, local production had increased by

3 per cent yearly, while in Israel it had remained unchanged. The yearly increase
in private income and private consumption had been 5 per cent and 6 per cent,
respactively, while public consumption had risen by merely 4 per cent yearly, He
aquoted in detail other data which reflected the improvement of the standard of
living since 1967. The number of dwelling units constructed yearly was three times
higher than the annual increase in the number of families.

50. As for education, which was currently provided by 25,000 teachers, the numbet
of pupils in primary and secondary schools, which was 450,000, or one third of the
population, denoted an increase of 104 per cent in comparison to 1967. The number
of classrooms had grown by 95 per cent. In 1967, no university education had
existed, whereas 17,000 full~time students were now taking courses in five
universities, four colleges and two seminars for teachers. Vocational training,
which covered every field, had developed significantly, and through the years had
provided training for 56,000 young people and thus helped to improve their
prospects for the future.

51. The health budget had doubled in real terms in 1985 and a substantial increase
was programmed for 1986. The four major hospitals of the area were currently being
enlatged in order to add more beds and open new departments, The infant
immunization programme had fully attained its objectives, and 53 per cent of all
births in the West Bank and 75 per cent of all births in the Gaza district took
place in hospital maternity wards. One hundred and forty centres dispensed
treatment, free of charge, to pregnant women and to children up to three years of
age. For the first time, a health insurance plan had been estahlished and already
covered 40 per cent of the population in Judea and Samaria and 80 per cent in the
Gaza district. In 1985, the adoption of a programme prepared by the Joint Health
Planning Committee, composed of senior Palestinian and Israeli physicians, had
repregented a major step forward in the co-ordination of health servicea. With the
co-operation of WHO, three research centres, dealing with primary health care,
epidemiology and medical manpower respectively, were in the process of being
established. Special attention was given to the training of local health
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personnel, and highly professional courses were held for Arab doctors in a number
of Israeli hospitals.

52. Another enaouraging indicator was the significant progress made in
strengthening infrastructures (modernization of the telecommunications network, the
linking of all major logalities to direct international dialling and the telex
service, development of the road network and public transport). The building of a
modern bus terminal at the Adam Bridge on the Jordan River would make it posaible
to tackle the ever~increasing movement of passengers between Jordan and Israel. It
should also be recalled that thousands of people went on pilgrimage to Makka
Alkarima each year without encountering any opposition whatsoever. In the refugee
camps, the living conditions had been substantially improved owing to major
projects of sanitation and drainage, the paving of internal roads and the
getting~-up of telephone lines, ;
53. The constant increase - at rates much higher than in most developing
countries - in capital forxmation and investments attested to the dynamic character
of the region's economy under Israeli administration. Furthermore, all restriction
on the flow of money from external sources, which represented nearly 1 million '
dollars per day, had been lifted. All development projects submitted by private
entrepreneurs, local or foreign, had been approved. International organizations
were cartying out, with the active support of the Israell Government, more than 100
new projects. Across the years, the authorities had received 934 proposals for
projects and requests for grants. Six hundred and eighty-five had been approved
and implemented, and 50 per cent of the cost had been met by the administration.

An agreement on developing co-operatives in the area had just been signed with the
United States Agency for International Development. A Palestinian bank, the
Amman-Cairo Bank, had opened its doors only a few days befote.

54. Agricultural production, which had doubled in real terms between 1970 and
1980, continued to increase and to diversify, and its quality was also increasing
Production techniques were constantly being improved, and unemployment in that
sector had been reduced.

55, Municipal services had also improved greatly in the entire area, and in the
previous weeks Israeli administrators had heen replaced by Palestinians so that the
population could increasingly take over the management of Qaily business.

56, With regard to security and the maintenance of public order, the situation in
the years immediately following the Six~-Day War had required recourse to
deportation measuces, administrative detention or temporary closute of
universities. Since 1980, and until recently, there had been a dramatic decline in
the number of cases justifying such measures. Regrettably, the renewed outbreak of
tecrorist activities had coupelled the authorities to resort once again to those
measures, only in extreme cases and after having duly determined whether any other
golutions existed. For a population of almost 1.3 million, only about 100 persons
had been affected and on the sole ground that they constituted a clear threat to
security. The legality of the measures could not be contested for they stemmed
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from the Jordanian law in force in the area, the security regulations issued by the
Militacry Commander, the 1979 Israeli law and the British Mandatory Defence
(Emergency) Regulations of 1945, They were also fully congonant with article 27,
paragraph 4 and article 78 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The measures were
taken according to regular procedures including the right of appeal, and Lf the
decisions were maintained, they were subject to periodic review by a competent body
in keeping with the provisions of the above-mentioned articles. Furthermore, the
Iscaeli High Court of Justice could bhe petitioned at dny moment against the
decisions of the ‘Regional Commanders or the recommendations of the Appeal Boacrds.
A number of the persons affected had made use of that procedure., As for the
closing of universities, the decision had in many cases been taken by the logal
academic authorities themselves, in order to avcid disturbances and bloody clashes
hetween the various political factions or as a result of astudent strikes and
unjustified demands. Only in a few cases had the decision been taken hy the
militacry authorities because of urgent security imperatives and in order to
maintain public order. Israel was reluctant to take such measures and made every
effort, where possible, to avoid their enforcement. 1Its prime consideration was
the protection of civilians - Arabs as well as Jews - from blind terrorism, and in
the present circumstances it was compelled to resort to all legal and lawful means,
as distasteful as they might be in the eyes of some. To Isctael, blind tertor was
much more distasteful.

57. Addreasing the question of the Jewish villages in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, he
said that almost all of them had been established on land that was public domain
and which, in nearly all cases, had not baen previously cultivated because no one
had ever dreamt that it could be, Out of a total of 5 million dunums, the present
ot future villages would cover only 250,000 dunums, or less than 5 per cent of the
land. Furthermore, out of 2.5 million dunums belonging to private owners, only

1 per cent had been or would be used for that purpose. Since 1977 the amount of
private land which had been expropriated to bui. roads, electricity lines and so
forth had been very low (0.0l per cent) and, if tue land confiscated since 1967 by
the Israel Defence Forces for security reasons was taken into account, the rate was
approximately 2 per cent, and was well helow the figures given by Arab and othet
sources. The establishment of those Jewish villages did not pose a threat to the
Arabs. They had brought progress and social, economic and cultural development to
the region. It should not be forgotten that, with the exception of a short period
between 1949 and 1967, Jews had always lived alongside the Arabs in Judea, Samaria
and the Gaza diatrict. 8ince 1967, the “iron curtain®, namely the curtain of
hatred, prejudice and ignorance, had been raised. Today, 50,000 to 60,000 Jews
lived aside by side with their Arab neighbours. Up until 1967 and for a few years
following the war, there had not been any Jewish villages to provide an excuse for
the negative attitude of the Arabs) they had failed to yield to the voice of reason
and stubbornly refused to recognize Israel and negotiate and make peace with it.

58. The picture that had been painted had been executed with the help of
statistics which were not exclusively Israeli and it was not part of a propaganda
exercise. Objective readers of the annual reports of the many international
committees created at the prompting of those who were anxious to discredit Iscael
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could £ind there confirmation of many pointa highlighted by his delegation.
Although the reports wecve far from being unbiased, owing in partigular to the
bringing-to~bear of political pressures, they none the less contained positive data
which the authors could not totally conceal. At a desaion of the Counission on
tiuman Righta, the delegation of Iarael had identified in the reports submitted
which paragraphs were designad to please the Arab gountries. The only result had
bheen the placing of a stricter control on the dvafting of the repotts, expurgation
of positive veferences and even reformulation of statistica so as to hlacken Isrvael
at all costs. The Arab delegatione knew better than any other delegation that the
real asituation of the Palestinian Arabs was far from being as dire as they would
have the world believe. Some delegations would veact by asking why then did Israel
stubbornly refuse each year to receive the Special Committee, A few might express
regret or even condemn Iscael for suoh “gtubbornness® and “unco-operativeness" and
would not hesitate to declare the Special Committee to be impaxcial., All those
delegations knew perfectly well, however, that the Special Committae was not and
could not be impartial. '

59. Why should Israel accept being placed systematically on the acgusation bench
every year? Why should there ba a “special committee" for only one spacific
situation which was in no way oritical when compared with many others? No
delegation present would ask for a special committee to be sent to 8yria to
investigate its practices in Al-Hamma or those of its ocoupation forces in
rebanon. No delegation would dream of asking for an investigation into the
massacres perpetrated against the Kurds by Irag and Iran, or by the Sudanese
authorities against the Chrigtians in the Sudan. No one would dare suggest an
inveatigation into the inhuman treatment of prisonere or into the thousands of
disappearances in many countries of the Middle East. No one would suggest an
inveatigation into the open collusion of Libya, Syria, Iran and Irag with
international terrorism. As to the gituations in Camhodia, Afghanistan, Kashmir,
the Punjab and Nicaragua, they surely deserved the attention of United Nations
inveetigating committees., What lay behind the seemingly innocuous expression “the
Avab occupied territories including Palestine®? Should the Special Committee be
allowed to investigate the situation in Tel Aviv, Haifa, Hebron or Amnan, all of
which were situated in Palestine as it had been at the time of the British
Mandate? Was Israel, behind its 1967 acmistice lines, an ocoupied tevritory?
According to Mr. Kaddoumi, head of the PIO's political department, the answer was
yes, ag had emerged from an article published in the Arvabic daily, Al-Shatq
al-Awsat, on 7 October 1986. For the PLO, Palesatine, within its hovders under the
British Mandate, was an indiviaible territorial unit. Israel was not prepared to
help the PLO make its dream come true.

60. After stressing the putely political role of the Special Committee, whose
members had been appointed as the representatives of States, not ad personam, he
sald it was no mere chance that three of them represented States which had not
maintained diplomatic relations with Israel for almost 20 years and automatically
spongored practically every reasolution against Israel. Two of the mambers were the
rermanent Representatives of their countries, and the third was not a career
diplomat but represented a country which not only participated in the diplowatic
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onslaughts against Israel but aleo had not hasitated to hacrhour Abu al~Abbaa in the
wake of the Achille lauro tragedy and had refused to hand him over for txial on the
ground that it supported the so-galled "struggle" of tha PIO, flow could those
three countries claim to be objective when they were, at one and the sawe time, the
accuser, the inveastigator, the prosegutor, the grand jury, the court and the
exaeoutionar? In any lagal procedure, even in the most retrograde judiciary gyataen,
the practice, at least on the surface, was to consider the accused to be innocent
until his guilt had been duly proved before an iupartial court, independent of
political pressuies and composed of judges whose integrity was heyond quastion and
who made their rulings in all conscience according to universally applicable lawe
and standards,

6l. The conulusion could not be avoided that the gources of information used by
the Special Committee were as lacking in objectivity as the investigators
themselves) reports coming from Amman, Damagcus and the PLO terrorista, articles in
the Arab press, eto, Isgael had alwayd refused to lend itself to a gham
investigation whose conclusions were obviously predetermined by the composition of
the Special Committee and the wording of ite mandate. 1In recent years, with the
aim of lending more oredibility to its so~called “findings", the Special Committee
had increasingly velied on the lsraeli press and on Israell publications and
statements while, of course, ignoring all positive elements, presenting incomplete
information as the £ull truth and distorting statistios or quoting them out of
aontext. By doing 80, all the 8pecial Coummittee proved was that, in Iavael,
nothing could be concealed and the most delicate ismues could be debated publicly
and fyeely. Above all, it showed in the most patent manner that the norms and
standards of the Government and people of Iarael were those of the free world and
that they were determined to correct the misdeeds and human ergors that might accur
in the course of a prolonged conflict, Israe)l was completely open to the world, as
ware all truly democratic societies. Diplomatic representatives had free access to
all areas, and international press gorrespondents, whether residents or not,
socourad the country and met whoever they wished. fThe International Committae of
the Red Cross carried out its functions with the utmost freedom and benefited from
the fullest co-operation of the Israell authorities. Furthermore, the
invastigatory teams of the World Health Organization, the International Labour
Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultuxal Organization,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the International Commission of
Jurists and the various human rights organizations were a)ll welcomed and given
complete freadom o” action. Each year more than one million tourists visited the
oountry, including about 200,000 Arab tourists.

62. In conclusion, he wished to reiterate that the situation of the Paleatinian
Acabs in Judea, Samaria and Gaza was much better than that of citizena and
minorities in many of the countries that levelled acousations at Israel and
spongored draft resolutions condemning it. The Iaraell Government was proud of the
progress achieved in alwmost every f£ield of life by the Palestinian Arabs, placing
them among the most advanced ethnic groups in the Middle East. It was deteruined
to continue to provide in the wost efficacious way for their negeds and to help them
gontinue to develop and prosper, The signing of the peace treaty between larael
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and pgypt and of the non=belligerency pact between Israel and Lebanon, although
abrogated under Syrian pressure, the apen bridges on the Jordan and the common life
ghared by Palestinian Arabs and Iersells over the past 19 years were the
manifestation of very deep currvents that would bring peace, stability and
co~opexation to the reqion, Pedce was inevicable, not war and hatred,

63, M. IDRIS (Sudan), speaking in exarcise of the right of reply, saild that he
wished to call attention to the maendacious statements made by the representative of
Iarael in olaiming that Christions were persecuted by the Sudanese authorities.
There was nothing suprising in such slanders coming from the representative of the
2ioniat State. Ho would like to vemind that representative, if he neceded
reminding, that the Constitution and laws of the Sudan prohibited all
disorimination based on religion, ethnio affiliation or any other criterion.
Sudanese citizena of the Christian religion could hold any political post in
accordance with their abilities. ;

64. The Southern Sudan had, for many years, been administered by Christians
indigenous to the reginn. One of the members of the Ruling Council, whioch governed
the country, was a Christian, and 25 per cent of the members of the Sudanese
Cabinet were Christians,

65. It was to be wondered whether the Istaell Government, which put itself forward
as the champion of Christianity in Africa, would allow a Christian Arab to govern
the zionist State'or to hold a position of responsibility in Israel, where Arabs of
the Cheistian religion were constantly under suspicion and subjected to all manner
of persecution,

‘fhe meeting rose at 1,15 p.m.




