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The meeting was gallaed to ovde: ab 10,40 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 71t REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 70 INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES
AFFECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES: REPORYS
OF THE SECRETARV-GENERAL (continued) (A/41/680, A/41/469 and Add.), A/41/661,
A/41/682, A/41/677, A/41/454, A/41/455 and Add.)l, A/41/456)

1. Mr. WALTER (Czechoslovakia) said tlat Israeli policles, trampling down the
fundamental principles of international law and the Chartei of the United Nations,
were aimed at the permanent annexation of the ocoupied territoriea. They ware an
extramely Jdangerous chreat to peace and security in the Middle East and world-wide,
and ran counter to all efforts by the United Nations to solve the gquestion of
Palestine.

2. Hie delegation had learnt of the {acts related in the report of the Special
Commaittee (A/41/680) with great concern, The Speaial'Commihtea had conpiled
voluminous dowumeantation on the subject with the help, among othevs, of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and several Arab countries. The documentation
gave evidence of wxtenaive repression and violence against the populiation of the
ocoupied territories. Many hostile acts againat civilians and a number of
administrative measures, extending to danial of the right to education and the
closure of universities, wato, in fact, designed to alter the geographlc and
demographic characteristics of the occupied territories. Those practices included
economic pressure, forced colonjization and the econouic annexation of the ocoupied
territories, Montion must also be made of violations of the freedom of worship,
which sometimes provoked incidents so grave that they reached the agenda of the
Security Council, as hed been the cage with the ingcident at the Islamic holy places
in Jerusalem in January 1984.

3. The S9pecial Committee, in carrying out its mandate, had drawn on a number of
impcrtant legal instruments, notably the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on givil,
political and economic rights, the 1949 Ganeva Conventions and the Hague
Conventions of 1899, 1907 and 1954, thus demonstrating the illegal nature of
Israell practices.

4. Clearly, Israel's occupation practices deserved rtrong condemnation,
particularly by the United Nations whose noble jdeals of humanism and democracy
were flouted thereby. The situation recuired the adoption by the United Nations,
in accordance with the Charter, of effective measures against Israel in order to
put an end to such practices. His delegation firmly advocated a comprahensive
solution to the quastion of Palestine and the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East to be attended by all parties concgerned, including
the Palestine Liberation Organization. It considered that such a settlement must
depend on the immediace, unconditional withdrawal of all Israeli forces from all
ccoupied Palestinian and Arab territories, and would reguire the United States to
end its military, political and economic assistance to Israel.
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§. His countey supported the just struggle of the Palestinian people for the
exercise of all their inalianable vights, inoluding the iight to delf-deterwination
and the creation of their own State) it considered that the sola lagitimate
vepregantative of the Palestinian peaple was the Palestine Liberation Organization,
to whioh it acoorded both diplomatic recognition and unconstrained aupport, thus
benefiting the entire palestinian people. It had supported all resolutions
submittud to the Hpeoial Political Cowmittee on the guestion of assistance to
paleastinian refugeas, as well as the resolution on asaistance to the palestinian
people submitted: to the Second Committee, It would continue, within the weans
available to {t, to provide the paleatinian people with bilateral assistance in the
form of food, wedical supplies and clothing, scholarships for. Palestinian atudents,
medical services and so forth. It was convinced that the long-lasting atruggle of
the Palestinian people for national independence wnuld be orowned with succesa.

6. My, SAFRONCHUK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) sald that Iscael had been
ignoging international opinjon and denying the Arab population of Palestine ite
inalienable rights for nearly 20 veais.

7. In the ovcupied territories, Israel was conducting a policy of “rampant®
annexation, inoceasing the numbey of gettlewants and drawing up plans to “develop®
Arab lands with the aim of increasing the Jewish population which, on the Wesat
Bank, was expected to reach 1.4 million by the year 2010. The effect was to create
an intolerable economic and psychological situation for the Avab population,
foraing them to leave the territories whare wholesale economic stagnation was
alraeady rife, human tights were openly flouted, natural resources were exploited or
plundeved, and water resources were harshly controlled. The economic telations
betwaen Xsrael and the oococupied territories recalled those that had obtained
between motropolises and colonies: Israel was exploiting Avab manpower, urging
Iasraelia to inveat in businesses on the West Bank do as to gain control of them,
and prohibiting Palestinian farmers from selling their produce in Igrael or abroad
without authority.

8. The growing resistance of the Arab population to such measures was pitilessly
suppressed. Emetgency legislation had been introduced and 10,000 Palastinians wete
at present in prison) many were tortured when thay did not auite simply disappear.
Collective sanctions - curfews, the closure of shops, schools, universitiea and
hospitals, a ban on movement, water and electricity cuts, and the demolition o
entire districts « were applied on a massive scale. .

9., Ysrael, which had already daclared that greater Jerusales was the "eternal and
indivisible" capital of the country, was seeking total annexation of the ocoupied
tertitories by modifying their historic characteristics, demographic conmposition
and laegal status. It had algeady brought under its jurisdiction a territory which
had always been Syrian, the Golan Heights, and all aigns were that it would do the
same for the West Bank and the Gaza Strip., There was ample evidence of that not
only in the report of the Speciai Committee but even in the Israell press, which
could not hush up the arbitrary ucts of the Israseli authoritiea in the ocoupied
terri. .zies,
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10. The aine of Iscsel's vulers were actively encouraged by such individuals as
Kahane, whose chauvinist, anti-Avab approach to solving all of Ysrael's problems,
instigated State tergorisn and had the goal of deiving all palestinians out of the
occupied terpitories. The Xocaall aggressor also benefited from the alwoat
unlinited support of the United States, its long-standing strategio ally, a support
too well known for there to be any need to provide examples.

ll. 7he Soviet Union strongly condemned the polioy of expansion and the illegal
activities of tha Isrvaell authoeitiea in the ocoupled tervitorwies, which were
gontrary to the resolutions of tha United Natdions and to the provisiona of its
Charter, of Convention IV of The Hague of 1907 and of the fourth Geneva

Convention, It did not recognize any of the changes instituted by Israel in the
ogcupiad teryitories. It supported the just struggle of the Arabg for the exercise
of all their inaiienable rights and called upon the United Nations to take the most
tesolute weaaures fox the implamentation of its resolutions.

12. The convening of an Intexnational Peace Conference on the Middle Eaast, in
keaping with the raesolutions of the United Nations, would make it possible to seek
an overall solution to the problems of the Middle East, including the Palestinian
problem. The sooner that Confarence took place, the gooner a aettlement could he
negotiated that took account of the interests of all the States and peoples of the
tegion which was precisely the aiw of the Soviet propoegal to eatablish a
prepatatory conmittee made up of the five peymanent members of the Security Council.

13, Me. SHIMABL (Saudi Arabia), after thanking the Chairman and members of the
Special Committee for their velentleas aefforts in gathoring information and
uncovering the truth, wondeced what naew facts the Special Committee had been able
to discover aince the previous year., Had Yarvael's conduct improved? Had the
Zionists caalized that they were committing orimes of genocide againat the Arvabs
and that, after more than 35 years of being violated, the huwan, political and
national vighte of the Avabs and their material possessions should be protected?
In reality, what the Spacial Committee desocribed in its report was the policy of
terror pursued by the Israell authorities and those armed and protected by them,
It was apparent from the repoxk that the crimes againet huianity committed by the
tsraeli authorities had increased in severity and that the Palestinian Arab people
remained captive in its own country, deprived of the land of ite forebears and its
places of worship. '

14. fThe Special Committee had found no aign cflimprovemeﬁt over previous yeatrs
and, indeed, the opposite waa true. Yreedom of movement was subjeot to emergency
measures and police restriotions, as well as ocivilian and military constraints.
Acbitrary iwprisonment and expulsion had affected thousands of persons, The right
to education, everywhera considered a natural right, was flouted, and Acab
educational institutions were singled out for aots of individual and collective
terroriom perpetrated by the raraeli police. Al-Quds was being subjected to the
wost dangerous measures of Judajization, and the so~called “Greater Jerumalen®
projeot, which sought to expand the city limits to include surcounding towns and a
large part of the West Bank, posed a great danger to the security and stability of
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the cagion. The coionialisct mettlement policy was proceeding apace, despite its
gondemnation by the whole world and even by those countries that unjustifiably
dafended Israel. 8ince 1967, the Iaraeli authorities had confiacated wmorxe than

52 par cent of the agricultursl land in the Wast Bank, in addition to tha area they
dontgollad indivectly and on which agriculture and gonstguction were prohibited,
They aleo controlled 42 per cent of the area of the Gaza Strip. They no doubt
inagined that, 4f such crimes accumulated, they would oreate an irceversible fait
aggonpli. ‘hey forgot that the wost important and &erious fait accompli in the
context of the queation of Palestine wag the Palestinian Arab people itself, which
congtituted an absolute and inedcapable reality in the face of Zioniast attempts at
golonization,

15, fThe Iaraeli authorities committed such orimes by means of official terrxorist
groups, ag had been the case with the Ivqun and the Stern Gang during the Britigh
Mandate. ‘The only difference was that members of such groups were now in the
Government, and some of them memberu of the Knesset, and that they left it to
others to commit the murders which advanced their objectives. They nevertheless
focgot, as had many conauerors throughout history, that violence and terror would
only oreate greater violence, .

16. The people of Palestine was not a group without an identity and it had no less
human potential than the Zionist invaders, It was, without any posasible doubt, the
eightful owner of the land usugped by the Zionists in defiance of all accepted
codea and conventions. Herzl, the proponent of Zionist dreams, had deoclared that
the Jewish State that he wanted would expand ite territory whenever immigration
incteased. That was the way the rulers of Israel cperated today, as if the Acab
oounteies were their fiefdom, were devoid of all human or other life and could be
annexed at will, As for the fourth Geneva Convention and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, gome wanted them to disappeac, for greater convenience, in
Palestine alone.

17. Everyone knew that, in 1947, the General Asgembly had been pressed into
adopting the partition resolution, and that by a simple majority. The proponents
of zionism had thus hoped to establish the legitimacy of their aggression in
Palestine. It was also known to all that the admission of Israel as a member of
the United Nations was acoompanied by conditions that ought to have been fulfilled
regardleas of their consonance with the rights of the Arab people of Palestine.
Bveryone knew that Israel nad not fulfilled those conditions and that it

never theless romained seated in the Committee. Eighteen years had elapsed and the
Special Committee continued to submit its report each year while the ctimes
continued to be committed and to go unpunished. The Israeli authorities refused,
woraover, to co-oparata with the Special Committee and relentlessly sought to
hamper its work, thereby aggravsting their crime with insolent defiance.

18, 1In addition to the Zionist authorities, responsibility for the continuance of
such practices was borne by those countriea that supported zionism and were
reluctant to condewmn it. Despite the attempts made by the media and the past and
present crimes committed to suppress the facts concerning Palestine as a land and a
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people, truth would inevitably triumph. The Zionist myth that had advocated "a
land without a peaple for a people without a land” had fooled the world fog
decades. When larael, supported by international zioniam, attempted to attract
othox countgien to its side in ita struggle against the Palestinian people, the
falsity of that myth would be exposed and the world would know that the Arab people
of Palestine had 2 just cause and was not seeking aggression against othecrs.

19, 7The international coumunity should seek a juat peace that preserved the rights
of the DPalestinian Arab people and all other Arab and Islamic peoples and should
etrive to vemove the obgstacles to the achievement of that goal. His deiegation
hoped that the Committee would recommend the venewal of the Special Committee's
wandate so that its work might lead to concrete results making it possible to find
a just solution to the prov.em of Palestina.

20, Mz. JIN Guihua (China) noted with regret that, ‘although another year had
passed, the situation of the Arab population in the Xsraeli-ogoupled territocies
had not changed., The Iataeli authogrities pursued their policy of annexation and
settlement, preventing the exercise of the fundamental rights of that population,
which continued to be the victim of expulsion and expropriation measures.

21. It was a casuse for gontern that the now Xsraeli Prime Minister seemed
determined to intensify hie predecessor's policy. Since taking office, he had
indicated that new settlements would be established in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
as a top priority objective. It was well known that since 1967 Israel had set up
190 settlemants in those two regions and that the Palestinians had lost 43 per cent
of their land in the Wesat Bank.

22. The past year had alao been marked by increased attempts by Israeli
authorities to change the topography, demographic composition and legal statusg of
the Holy City of Jerusalem. Eighty per cent of the real estate in that city was
held by Jews, compared to 14 per cent in 1948. 7To make life difficult for the Acab
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the occupying Power levied heavy taxes on them. It had
alao closed Arab banke and banned the sale of Arab industrial and agricultural
products in that oity. Even more serious was the situation of a large number of
Arabs who had been arrested and imprisoned, and were the viotims of various forms
of persacution., Such flagrant violations of human rights constituted a willful
breach of General Assembly resolutions, the United Nations Charter and the norms of
international law, and showed Iscasl's persistent refusal. to fulfil its commitments
under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of Wat. .

23, Yince the Israelil suthorities had made the establishment of Jewish settlements
their priority, the international community's priority muat be to take measures to
force Isrsel to give up its policy of expansion and aggreassion. It should also
strengthen its ties of solidarity with the people in the occupied Arab territories,
increase its support for them and compel Israel, as an occupying Power, to observe
the Genava Conventions.
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24. His delegation noted with satisfaction the measures proposed by United Nations
agencies with the aim of developing industry, agrioculture, trade, finance and
education in the ocoupied Arab territories. The Chinese Government £irmly
supported the just struggle of the Arab Palestinian people. It demanded Israeli
withdrawal from all the Arab territories which it had ocoupied since 1967, It
naintained that all States in the Middle East had the right to independence and
existence, and it wag in favour of the convening, under the auspices of the United
Nations, of an.internationzl conference on the Middle East to seek a peaceful
settiement to the Israeli-Arab conflict. Lastly, China supported the efforta by
the Arab countries and the Palestinians to strengthen their unity and attain their
national goals.

25, Mr, FREUDENSCHUSS (Austria) recalled that the very couplex auestion of the
Middle Rast had acauired an additional and disguieting dimension 19 years
pteviously, when Israel had occupied the territories which, except for the Sinai
Yeninsula, it continued to ococupy. As long as lsrael refused to retreat from those
territories, in accordance with Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and

338 (1973), it bore the responsibility of protecting the rights of the population
living there. It must be borne in mind, in that regard, that the existing
situation in the ovoupied territories, a situation which was atill extremely
disauieting, could not f£ail to have serious conseduences for peace prospects in the
Middle Eagt.

26, International law clearly established the duties of ococupying Powers and
defined the rights of the civilian population of occupled tercitories., Out of
concetn for the protection of those rights, the Special Committee had been set up
in 1968 and, as shown again in its report for the current year, that concern was
well founded. Israel'a conaistent vefusal to co-operate with the Special
Committee, which it claimed was biagsed, was unfortunate; it was certainly not the
Special Committee's fault if it had been unable to base its report on evidence
gathered directly in the occupied territories, a lacuna which did not, however,
seriously undermine the report's oredibility.

27. One of the most disaquieting aspects of the situation in the occupied
territories was the refusal of the occupying Power to recognize the applicahility
of the fourth Hague Convention of 1907 and the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. There was hardly
any other issue on which the Xsraeli position wag as isolated as on that one.

28. Austria had on numerous occasions expressed its most serious reservations with
regard to certain legislative and adminstrative steps taken by Israel, which had
had the effect of bringing about the annexation of the occupied territories. It
must be recalled that the Israeli military presence could only be temporacy.
Meaaures like the extansion of Israeli legislation, jurisdiction and civil
adminiatcation to the Golan Heights thus had to be considerad null and volid.
Austria firmly vejected all attempts {o change the legal status of East Jerusalem.
The establishment of gettlements in the ocoupied territories, in defiance of
international law and world opinion, was the most disturbing manifestation of that
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policy of tacit annexation. Besides threatening to change the demographio
composition of the territories, it was the wost difficult obstacle to a
compraehensive peaceful settlement. It evoked not only fears but also resistance on
the part of the Arab population and necessarily led to dangerous frictions.

Austria appealed to Israel to refrain from pursuing that policy as proof of its
interest in establishing real pesce.

29, Hias delegation vemained deeply alarmed by iscael's policy in the occupied
territorien, by certain repressive measures aimed at the Acab population, by
arbitrary proceedinds in questions such as the use of water or ownership of land,
and by the continued harrasement of the Palestinians, who rightly feared that they
wecre only second-class citizens in their own land. Attempts to win the confidence
of the population of the occupied territories had ao far failedj; they had been
tejected by the very ones to whom they had been addressed.

30. Auatria would encoucage all measures taken by the ocoupying Power to ease its
administration in the occupied territories. However, as long as that Power entered
into no firm commitwent with regard to the political future of those territories,
it was not surprising that certain measures were being viewed with suspicion -~ or
even rejected - by the population concerned.

31. All the responsible parties should seek a comprehensive and lasting solution
to the auestion of the Middle East, which must be based on Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), with due respect for international law, the
principles of the Charter and human ¢ights.

32. Mr. GLAIEL (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the Special Political Committee
and the General Assembly were obliged to consider a number of items on the question
of pralestine and the situation in the Middle East as a result of the usurpation of
Palestine, the expulsion of its population, the ocoupation of Arab tertitories
through armed invasion and certain policies and practices designed to make the
acquisition and depopulation of Palestine an accomplished fact so as to settle in
that land those who, deceived by world zionism, had been led to renounce the
countries in which they had been born and raised and go to the promised land,

33. The report before the Committee (A/41/680) demonstrated the great efforts made
by the membetrs of the Special Committee to carry out their mandate despite Israel's
trefusal to co-operate with that Committee and the obstacles engountered within the
Organization itself. The Syrian Arab Republic believed in particular that the
attempts to shorten the report, under the pretext of the restrictions made
necessary by the financial crisis of the United Nations, and the device of
ptesenting in an annex, in English only, the information and testimony received by
the Committee, was a hostile and subversive act.

34. It was clear from the Special Comniittee's report that the situation of the
population in the occupied Avab terrvitories was constantly deteriorating and that
the Israeli- authorities were practising an inoreasingly aggressive policy of
tecrorism which, unless checked by the international community, would have grave
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repercussions not only for peace and security in the area but for the international
community as a whole,

35. Reviewing the events that had led to the creation of the State of Iarael, and
auoting Theodor Herzl, he noted that ociginally Palestine had not been the firat
countyy envisaged for the creation of a Jewish State and that it had only been
later that the religlous argument had been invoked to.justify the usurpation of
palestine, where, Arabs at the time had constituted 91 per cent of tha population
and owned 99 per cent of the land. ’

36. The raport singled out the most serious aspects of the Israeli practices,
which continued and extended the well-known practices perpetrated, since the
beginning of Jewiah immigration, by the Stern, Irgun Yzeva'i Leumi and Haganah
tercorist organizations, and currently the work of the so-called Israel Defence
Foroes, which were supplied by theiy patron, the United States of America, with the
most modern and most lethal weapons. tUnder the pretext of ensuring ite security,
Iarael was also violating the sovereianty of a country of which it occupied half
and establishing a puppet atmy under its orders, while Israell aircraft constantly
bombed the refugee camps.

37, 1Iscael's policy, a product of colonialism and zionism, based on the concept of
the chosen people, was reminiscent of the individual and collective crimes
committed by the Nazis, as was demonstrated by the massacres, concentration camps,
and blitzkriegs launched against the population of Paleastine and of the ovcupied
territories. In order to advance their expansionist ambitions, the Zionist ’
authorities were trying to depopulate the land through terror, intimidation and
physicial liquidation., fThe report demonstrated the escalation of violence
resulting from the revival of the “iron-fist" policy announced by the Israell
authorities themselves and characterized by measures for the confiscation of land
and property, control of natural resources, demolition of houses, displacement of
populations, increase in arrests, totture of detainees and expulsions, particulagly
of teachers, intellectuals and patriots.

38. fThe persistence of the ocoupation of Arab territories was in itself an act of
aggression as defined in General Asasembly resolution 3314 (XXIX). If the Iscaeli
practices were considered in the light of that resolution, the resolution of the
Comnission on Human Righta and the International Covenants on Human Rights, it
could be concluded that the Istaeli occupation authorities were viding roughshod
over all humanitarian and moral values and the rights deriving from international
inastruments, such as the right of peoples to self-determination.

39, It was noteworthy that Israel, after firmly denying its colonialist policy of
establishing settlements, was now proclaiming ite irrevovable determination to
defend its right to annex the occuplied tecrritories once and for all. That policy
underlined Israel's claim to be above international law and confirmed its contewpt
for the United Nations and the international community, which had freauently
condemned and declaxed null and void any action designed to change the geographical
nature and demographic composition of the occupied territories.
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40, The report of Amnesty International confirmed the statements included in the
Special Committea's report and algo shed 1light on the practices of tha so-galled
South Lebanon Army, in co~operation with the laraeli- intelligence services, as well
as the harassment of trade unilons and the treatment of juveniles in prison.

41. It was clear that the policy of establishing gettlements, based on the
confiscation of land and natural resources, was designed above all to deprive the
population of its livelihood and subsequently foroe it either to emigrate or to
become a source of cheap labour exploited in the same manner as the population of
South Africa by the apartheid régime.

42. The situation in the Syrian Golan Heights was algo conatantly deteriorvating as
a teosult of the campaigns of oppression and terror unleashed against Syrian
gitizens simply because they declared their allegiance to thelr native land,
Bacause of ite refusal to accept Israeli identity cdards, which had to be presented
by anyone wishing to avail himself of the health facilities, the population was
denied acgess to medical care and was also denied permission to visit Syria for
treatment or to have food and medical supplies gent from that country.

43, In the fiaeld of education, the Isrmeli authorities were modifying school
cugricula in order to eliminate any Syrian Atab character and impose an Israeli
curticulum, To further its policy of annexation, Israel, since the beginning of
the cocupation,, had expelled over 90 per cent of the population of the Golan
Heights and established 4l settlements. 8ince 1981, tha territory had been under
Israeli administration and subject to Israell jurisdiction and laws.

44. Such measures wete in flagrant violation of all international norms and
fundamental values. The persistence of occupation, injustice and arbitrary
practices would continue to engender the courageous resistance of the freedom
fighters. Thete would be no peace or segurity in the Middle East unti]l Iarael
recognized the inalienable rights of the Palestinian Arvab people, withdrew from all
the ocoupled territories, put an end to its racist practices and evinced a denuine
deeire for peace.

45, The. statement made by the spokesman for international zionism at the 27th
meeting was nothing but a tissue of lies, and couching thoge lies in beautiful
language would not make them any more credible. Even the verses of the Koran had
been shamefully distorted. The representative of the Zioniat entity had pushed
audscity and arrogance to the point of changing the wording of the agenda item
under consideration tos 8Special United Nations Committee inveatigating the
gituation of Palestinians in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district. That
gepresantative had held forth at length on unemployment, health and education, and
on justice in the ocoupled territories which he had described as perfect. He had
algo spoken of "Jewish villages® created in order to spread cilvilization and
well-being. The Washington Post, howaver, in ites 6 October 1981 iassue, had
revealed that the World Z2ionist Organization intended to settle 100,000 Jews on the
West Pank of the Jordan River. Was that objective in keeping with what was claimed
to be a civilizing mission? In 1969, General Moshe Dayan had cynically
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acknowledged, in a lecture given at tiaifa, that Jewish villages had been built on
lands where Arab villages had existed. That wag the real goal of the aivilizstion
of the settlaments wuch vaunted by the representative of the Zionist entity,
According to that rveprasaentative, a State experiencing economic problens had aimply
to ask the 2ioniat hydra to establish settlementa in ite territory and its problems
would dimappear and ite eoonomy recover. The Committee was currently considering
the aituation created by the occupstion of a territory and the oxpulsion of part of
itas iphabitants; a sltuation which had nothing to do with the problews of intevnal
oxder raised by the represantative of the Zionist entity. 8ince that
vapraegentativa's own gociety wae tha first to be exposed to such problems, he
should ank for a coumittee to be det up to investigate the fate of Ovliental Jewa or
Falashas. ‘

46. While we would leave it to the uewmbers of the Special Committee to vefute the
acousations made against them by the representative of the Zionist entity, he
wondared why the International Committee of the Red Crose had not been authorized
to vigit the oocupler's prisons and interxrogation centreas, since it was olaimed
that the Zionist soclety was an open soolaty, why the information contained in.the
report of the Special Committee, most of which, had heen taken from the Igraeli
prasy whioh was gupposad to be a free preus, was being queationed and, lastly, what
decision had been taken by the Supreme Court on the appeal lodged by Syrian
students from the Golan Heighte who had bean rvefused permission to go and atudy in
sooialist countries,

47. 1In epaculating about the meaning of the expression “Arab occupied
taccitories®, the representative of the Zionist entity was forgetting that every
inch of the territory on which that entity was established was ocoupied. As for
the adage that an accused person was innogent until proved gullty, thoge
responsible for Israeli policy should be brought before an international tribunal
for orimes against humanity, as others had been before them. Thare was no doubt
whatgsoever that such a court would find them quilty. The whole world conaidered
ocvcupation and its attendant practices to be immoral, and though the representative
of the Zionist entity could put forth all the specious arguments he wished, he
would change nothing. In 1969, Golda Meir had stated that the palestinian pecple
did not exist. Despite endless efforts to hide the Palestinian identity, that
people made ite presence felt daily through its strudgle,

48. Mz, BURAYZAT (Jordan), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that
his delegation had bean extremely disappointed at the statement made by the -
tepresentative of lsrael at the previous nmeeting, Despite promises of a “positive*
approach, that statement had been nothing more than another exercise in distortion
and half~truths, from which it waa clear that Israel adamantly refused to adnit the
harshness, illegality and unacceptability of its ocoupation of the Axab
territories, Even if that statement was interpreted in the most favourable light,
as his delegation had tried to do, reality foroced one to acknowledge that the
approach taken twisted the truth and manipulated the facts. Ierael's apologists
and spokesmen were never at a lnes when it came to putting forward repredentatives'
twisted arguments that were theoretically sound but false in reality. He wished to
refute that argument, whioch was based on twisted facts.
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49, the fivet distortion of reality was a stactling onas the covar page of the
Iagaeli gtatewent did not use the proper wording for agenda item 7i, The words
“Igraeld practices®, “affecting human righte", “the occoupled terxitories® and
"report* were all wisasing. The representative of Isarael would of gourse pejact the
plea of negligence, for despite avery proof to tha contrary, in hig view his
gountcy was not committing human rights violations in the occupied Acab
tercitories. Moreover, in Iarael's political laxicon, the West Bank and tha Caza
Styip were not ococoupled territories but “Judea® and "Samaria®. Me wondeted
therafore what was positive about an approach that defiantly danied the
internationally recognized status of the ocoupled tevritories and the
wellwgsatabliashed faots about Yscael's harsh yepreasion there., To Zionist
ideologues, the “othat's® geographical, historical and gultural existence was
immaterial unlees it was congietent with their plana. In order to give the West
Bank an ideological ghape more in keeping with the dveams and ambitions of Iaraall
leaders, they disregarded its true Palestinian idantity and its Acab chacactecgs.

50, The second diastortion of reality was the attempt to draw political conoclugions
from a misplaged analogy. To try to coipare the living conditions of the
Palestiniane in the XIsraeli~occupied West Bank with conditions prior to 1967 was an
abuse of intellectual integrity and an insult to other people's intelligence.
Statistics on employment, GNP and.other social or economic indicators ghanged
progressively over time in thedr abgolute form and a few forgeful changes would
tranaform lifestyles, eapecially in developing areas. Xf he had been a little leas
pactial, tha representative of Israel would have compaced present conditions with
the level of economic and sogial davelopment that the Paleatinians would have
attained had there bean no foreign military occupation and esonomic atyangulation
by Israel. In its present form, his analogy was groundless for, as any student of
conparative politice could tell nhim, only the compatrable could be compaced.

81, Occupation could not be justified by the "kindnesaes" or “graces® of
‘magters®., Paople did not gell their freedom, they did not exchange servitude for
all the richea in the world. Thay wete prepared to give up what was dearest to
them, aven their lives, for freedom, that fundamental right enjoyed by the majority
of peoples but denied to the Palaestiniane in Ysrael. ‘he repredentative of lsrael
had aaid that no one in his right mind could expect his country to receive a
Conmittee whose terms of rveference implied Xarael's abdication of sovereignty and
national astatehood. Was that representative in his right minG to ask the
pPalestinians to abdicate their humanity and their peoplehood?

52, Me, AL-SUDANI (Iraa), aspeaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that at
the previous meeting, the raepreésentative of the Zionist State had painted an
extramely rosy picture of thea situation in the ocoupied Arab territories, One
might think, from listening to him, that the Zlonist army had ocoupied those
tarritories only to improve the conditions of the palestinian people, as the adage
wents “we came ap liberators and not as conauarors®. '

83, In his statement, that representative had attacked Iraa, either dirsotly or in
veiled terws, asking why no migsion of enguivy on the situation of the Kurde had
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bheen sent to Xrag and othear countries, He wished to vewmind that representative
that the Iraai Rurde enjoyed all their national rights in ‘Teaa, thanks to the
application of the law on the autonomy of Kurdistan. In pursuance of Iradl laws,
the post of Vice~Presidont of the Republic fall by vight to a Rupd. Similacly,
many ministers weore Kugds. There was aleo a Kurd parliament and executive gouncil
in Kurddstan, Citiuvens living in the autonomous region were thug doubly
repregented - in theiy own parliament and in the Iragl Wational Agsembly, Anyone
vislting Kurdistan would gee that all Kued citizens epoke their language thete,
which with Arabic waa the official language of the region, and that education was
given in the two languages, The Kurdg also had an academy which ensured the
prasecvation of thelr language and heritage and had thelr own univeraity, Saladin
Univeraity, situated in the capital of the autonomous regjon. There were several
publishing housas #nd & Kurd television channel and radio station in Kuvdiastan.
Sevaral newapapers and magazines were also issued in the Kurd language. All Iragi
Kueds led a peacaeful iife, with the exception of a small group that was manipulated
by a number of countries, including israel, which wete hostile to Irag. That group
had eatablished its headauarters in the capital of a neighbouring country.

54. With vegard to the acousation of collusion with terrorism made against Iraa by
the representative of the Zionigt State, that representative and the main Zionist
leaders were hardly in a position to give lessons to others in that area for it wasg
they who had introduced tevrorism to the Middle East. Ona had only to xecall that
the current Prime Minister of the Zionist entity had been one of the main leaders
of a Zionist tevyoriat ovganization. The evente of recent days had moreover shown

" that it was Israel rather that encouraged certain States to collaborate with
tecrorist groups,

85, Mp. DOWER (¥scael) cegretted that his wmodest means did not permit him to
canmpate with epeakers ag brilliant and experienced as those who had preceded hin,
notably the representative of Syria, whose country had made terroriasm and war its
only courae of action in international rvelationa and did not hesitatea to uge brutal
fotoe against the Lebanese people, the Palestinian people and even ite own people.
He would 1limit himeelf thevefore to clagifying his country's position regarding the
applicability of the Geneva Conventions. ,

56, Those Conventions, the humanitarian principles of which Iscael implemented,
were not applicable to Judea, Samaria and the Gaza dietrict, Many political
rationalizations but no convincing legal arguments had been put forward to prove
such applicability. As their texts stipulated, the Third and Fourth Conventions
were applicable to the High Contracting Parties and to territories which, until the
outbreak of armed conflict, had been under the recognized sovaraignty of one of
those pacties. Jordan and Egybt had never pousessad legitimate govereignty over
Judea, Samaria and the Caza district, and the terrorist organization which called
itself the PLO was not one of the High Contracting Parties,

7. In 1948, the army of what had then been Transjordan had invaded and ocoupled

Judea and Samaris. fTwo yearsa later, Jordan had illegally annexed those areas, in
violation of the Armistice Agreement with Xsrael, Only two States, and not one
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single Arab State, had recognized that annexation, In 1967, when Iscael had
resisted an unprovoked Arab aggresgion, those areas, the statud of which had yet to
be determined, had then come under the control of Isgael which had adsumed
rasponsihility for them. With regard to the Gaza dietrict, Egypt had nevar claiwed
that the teryitory whioh it had conguered during the 1948 war belonged to it. The
statue of thoge tervitories was therefore gul_gdeneris and were lotael, row, to
congider the Conventions as legally applicable to them, it would be racognizing
retroactively a nou-existent soveceignty, as well as recognizing acmistice lines as
hinding internatioual boundaries. It should be noted that during the wmore than

19 years of militaty ocoupation of Judea and Samaria by Jordan and of the Gaza
disteiot by Egypt, not ane single State, Arab or non-Arab, had ever raised the
isaue of the apnplicability of the Geneva Conventions to those territories, The
mere £act that Israel had assumed reaponsibility for those tergitories in 1967 did
not change thelr status with regard to those Conventions., Furthaermore, no one had
ever found it politically worthwhile to call on the administering Powers of that
timae, Egypt and Jordan, to respect the humanitarian provisions of the Conventions,
whather applicable or not., On the other hand Iarael's declared poliocy from the
very outset had oeen that all its civil and militacy organs should abide by all the
humanitacian provisions of the Geneva Conventions, as if they were legally binding
and applicable. It had even axtended to the territories that it adminisatered ti.e
basic tenats of natural justice and humanitarian principles, as dexived from the
gystem of law existing in Israel, whether or not they found expression in the
Fourth Geneva Convention. Moreovey, all actions of he Israell Administration in
those tarritories were subject tn jucicial teview hy the Supreme Court.

58. As for the Thictd Convention, there was r donkt that it did not apply to
members of terrorist organizations whro, asince tney were neithor members of the
armed forces of the parties to the conflict nor one of the High Contracting Parties
and were not, “conducting kheir operations in accordance with the lawe and customs
of war%, did oot meet the requirements of acticle 2 or article 4 A (1) and (2).
Notwithstanding the desires of those States which were interested in legitimizing
tercorisn, international law was not designed to prntect snd grant rights to
evbainale and tecrorists.

59. The so-calied PLO had always been, and still was, a terrorist organization {n
infragtriucture, methods, practice and aime. iIts persistent policy of deliberate
and concecrted attacks agalust civiliang, its practice of placing weapons and
ammunition . Sor :» 1 densely populated areas, the use of childien as shields, the
torture and aasassination of peaceful civilians and the indiscriminate attacks on
oivil aviation and shipping linea precluded sny possibility of claiming protaection
und2r the Third Geneva Couvention. Were Israel to accept the legei applicability
of the Third Convention, as it vas repeatedly called upon to do, it would be placed
in the unacceptable and intolarable position ol recognizing the military status not
only of PLO terroriste but also of almost every terrocist organization active in
the world., They were all workilng overtly in close political. ideological, aconcaic
or cperational co-operation with the PLO. Indeed, the PLO was theilr channel for
arms, forged documents, financing, logistics, intelligence, asylum and terrorist
training. HMembers of many such organizations had actual'y participated in bloody
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tervorist agtlons organized by the PLO, and might again do so, and some of thew had
baen caught and detained by Xscael in the course of varioug anti~tervoxiast
opocations, or wight again be in the future, Israel categorically refused to grant
them the protecuion of international instruments and to rvegognize them as prisoners
of war under article ¢ . of the Thivd Genova Convention.

60, However, Iscael £ipwly belicved that whatever the rvoason for the detention of
any peigoner, he wae to be treated {n a humane wanner, That was why it would
gontinue to apply the humanitarian provigions embodied in the Third Geneva
Convention to terrorist detainees, desapite the Convention's irrefutable
non-applicability, and to treat them in accovdange with the principles of
international humanitagian law. .

61, In concluasion, his delegation deploraed the fast that the Committee was
foouaing alwost exclusively on Israel while systematically ignoring the flagrant
violations of the Geneva Conventions - whather ox not they were legally binding -
ooocureing throughout the world, from Afghanistan o Cambodia and from Lebanon to
Ivan, not to mantion lrag, the southern Sudan and Nicaragua.

62. Mr. MANSOUR (Obgervexr, Palestine Liberation Organization) recalled that the
international community and the Security Council had already characterized lasrael
as an ovoupying Powar and recognized the applicability of the Geneva Conventions)
if the representative of the Zionist entity wished to stand out by thinking
otherwise, he was free to do so.

63, As for terroriam, Statae-sponsnged or not, the accusations of the Zionist
entity could not be taken seriously, for it was the last to have a right to speak
on the subject. Its new Prime Miniater, Yitzhak Shamir, was a notorious terrorist
who had belonged to the Stern Gang) arrested in 1941 by the United Kingdom
Govaratent, he had been acouded of treason and collaboration with nazian.

Mr, Shamir had in fact himself acknowledged having established contacts with
Germany to help the Zionist wovement to get all the Jews out of Germany. As a
matter of fact, his background and his colluboration with the Third Reich had been
disclosed by many Jewish and Istuali writers and journalists who were not hostile
to Yarael. Xn that connact. 1, he cited a work publishédd in 1974 by David Israeli
entitled Tho Palestine Problem in German Politice, 1889-1945, which mentioned the
document in which the Stern Gand offered to co-operate with the Third Reich in
aexpelling the Jews from Germany. Referring to the “new order in Burope®, the Stern
Gang had declared that the evacuat.on of the Jews from Rurcpe was a pre-gondition
for a solution to the Jewish question, which could be f£inally reasolved only by
tesettling those wasses in the homeland of the Jewish people in Paleatine and
thereby establishing a Jowish State within its historic frontiera.

64, With that in view, the Stern Gang had offered to participate in the war on the
side of Germany, provided that its movement's goals were recognized. 1Its
activities were to cover the military, political and intelligence areas, as part of
the preparations organized also cutside Palestine, and were to be linked wich the
military t-aining wnd organization of Buropean Jews who, organized into units, were
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to take pavt in gowbat to conguer Palestine under the leadevship and direction of
the Stecn Gang. The indirect participation of the Jewish poople was to give the
new oxder in Rurope a woral underpinning that all wankind would tespect. Such
co~oparation was in keeping with Hitler's position in one of his last apeechas,
whace he had declared himself veady to redort to any coalition or cowbination of
forces in ovder to imolate the United Kingdom and inflict defeat upon it,

65, It was up to tho membare of the Coumittee to deside whethey to beliave the
actions of the so-called Prime Miniator of the State of Ysrael or the lies put
focrward by the representative of the Zionist entity.

66. Mr. BURAYZAT (Jordan) said that his countey's position on the applicability of
the Ganeva Conventions to tne Israeli-occupied territories was wall knowny Jordan's
sovereignty over Palestine had nothing to do with the matter,

67. According to the Israeli representative's atatement, Jordan had cocupied
Palestine in 1948y buyt, in the Security Coungil and in the plenary Assembly, the
repregentative of Israel had sald that Jordan was Paleatine and Palestine, Jordan.
In Iarsel's political lexicon, Jordan's presernce in the West Bank was explained,
then, according to two contradictory and diametrically opposed theories. In
cteality, Jordan and Palestine did not have one and the same territory, 4s Ilsrael
would hava ona believe, and in 1948, far frvowm occupying Palestine as Israel wasg
cucrently doing, Jordan had acted in accordance with Chapter VII of the Chagter in
exeroiasing the right of colleotive self-defence invoked by the Acab Lwague, The
Jordanian forces had intervened to protect the Palestinians from the massacres
being threatened by the Xscaeli terrvorist bande and ovganizations, and the
inhabitants had greeted them as defenders. Tha union of Jordan and Paleastine was
not the renult of an arwed conauast or of Jordan'a militacy presence in 1948, but
of the choice demooratically expressed hy the Jordanian and Palestinian peoples.

In 1950, two congremsed, one held in Jeiicho and the other in the West Bank, had
voted in favour of the reunification of the two banks of the Jordan, and that was
the explanation for Jordan's presence.

68. Mr. DOWEK (Iscael) sald that, in view of the late hour, he would not exercige
his right of reply.

The meeting rose at 1,25 p.m.



