
Occupied Palestinian Territory 

Basic facts and figures 

 

 Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT): Gaza Strip (360 km² ) and the West Bank 
(approximately 5,640 km²), including East Jerusalem (Source: UNDP “Human 
Development Report 2009/10 OPT”) 



 Percentage of the West Bank off-limits or tightly controlled to Palestinians: 38 %1 
(Source: “The Humanitarian Impact on Palestinians of Israeli Settlements and Other Infrastructure in The 
West Bank” UN OCHA) 

 West Bank separation wall:  Total planned length: 708 km; 61.8% is complete 
and a further 8.2% under construction. When completed will cut off 9.4 % of the 
West Bank (Source: UN OCHA, “Barrier Update July 2011”) 

 Palestinian population in the OPT: 4 million (1.4 million in Gaza, 2.3 million in 
the West Bank, 265,000 in Jerusalem) (Source: IMF “Macroeconomic and Fiscal Framework for 
the West Bank and Gaza:  7th  Review of Progress”, UNDP “Human Development Report 2009/10 OPT”) 

 Palestine refugees registered with UNRWA: 4.9 million  (1.1 million in Gaza, 
848 thousand in the West Bank, 1.9 million in Jordan, 455 thousand in 
Lebanon, and 495 thousand in Syria) as of January 2011 (Source: UNRWA in Figures) 

 Israeli settlers in the OPT, including East Jerusalem: 450 thousand in 149 
settlements; 2007  (Source: “The Humanitarian Impact on Palestinians of Israeli Settlements and 
Other Infrastructure in the West Bank” UN OCHA ) 

 Israeli roadblocks and checkpoints obstructing Palestinian movement: 522, most 
of them aimed to protect Israeli settlers. (Source: “Movement and Access in the West Bank” 
UN OCHA Fact Sheet 2011) 

 Conflict-related deaths 2000-2011:  6,803 Palestinians, 1,087 Israelis; including 
1,370 Palestinian children and  126 Israeli  children (Sources: UN OCHA Special Focus, 
OCHA online protection of civilians database) 

 Per capita GDP West Bank and Gaza: $1,827,  20102  (Sources: IMF “Macroeconomic and 
Fiscal Framework for the West Bank and Gaza:  7th Review of Progress”; IMF World Economic Outlook 
Database.) 

 Poverty rate OPT: 16 % in the West Bank and 33 % in Gaza Strip; 2009 est.   
(Source: IMF “Macroeconomic and Fiscal Framework for the West Bank and Gaza:  7th  Review of 
Progress”) 

 Water: Palestinian per capita access in the West Bank is ¼  of Israeli access and 
declining (Source: World Bank “Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development” 
2009) 

 

                                                 
1 Due to Israeli settlements, settlement outposts and related infrastructure, Israeli military 
bases and closed military zones, and Israeli declared nature preserves. 
2  Compared with $27,085  in Israel 


