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I wish to draw your attention to tb4 nature of the incident which took 
place on 1 Af;i Z1 It&I;: iz RsFab in the G&Z& District. Before elaborating oil 
the @etai?> af what occurred, I belieu it is important to bear in mind the 
overall .ontent, 

Siacs th4 eonvaning of the direct Arab-Israeli peace negotiations in 
V.- rid at the end of Uctobrar 3991, Lsraitl has been subjected to a wav4 of 
madly terrotiat attack6 aqaimt its citiaeno both at horn4 and &road. Thsae 
attacks have 14ft 17 Istacnlir dead aitd m0~4 than 250 ~ouncfed. The victims 
have included Jews AM Arabs, srhoolchiPdt4a and diplomats aer-ring ov4rs4au. 

Tarrotist 14adbts have stepped up their calls fo& viol4nca againat 
Israelis and hav4 urged an fntxisffication qf attacks. Consaqusntly, the 
v&.olancs has become m;,re frequent and more chilliug. 

In addition to targeting Israelis, the tsrrorist laad4rs of the m 
have bsen conducting a reign of wsaasination and intimidation amoag the 
Palestinian Arub populatioa af Judoa, Gamaria and Gaaa. Betwoou 27 March and 
2 April 1982, seven Palestinian krabs ~4~4 murdered and two otheru wounded by 
f4llaw Arabs. This is in addition to the 67 Paloatinian Arabs that ha-&e been 
killed by their brethren since 1 January 1592. 

It is in rhe context of the atmosphere of &&j&&g& violence au8 
bloudshei tMt tha fncidsnt of 1 April lQP2 shauld ho viswud, Desp4rate to 
breathe xr4w iifa into the m tha verious terrorist arg&nizations have 
beso mounting 0 relentloss ca!%paign'of violence designed ta undsrmine the 
gp;;cc pr 3c‘rfss. xi?2 lllcldemt trf 1 Rpr!,l 1492 was but a further link in the 
chain of t4rfar, aa the fsllawing details shall iiluStrAt4: 
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At 1800 hours local time, on I. April 1992, A hand grenade was thrown at 
axi IDF loohou'~ post in southern Rafah. Additional IDF forces arrived at the 
SC~IM and managed ta rapidly close off all points of exit from the area. AR 
XDF force identified and encountered a lclcal vehicle which had fled from the 
area. The vehicle ran over at least three lacal residents with complete 
disregard aw3 attempteiil to evade the scene. While giving chase, the IDF 
troops w'fe attacked with three firebombs, one of which struck a Border Patrol 
jeep which caught fire. The ID? force returned fire at thoee uho had throua 
tha firebonbs, killinq two of them, Mass disturLance8 broke out in several 
locations in the area. Local residents leapt upon vehicles af the security 
fOSC%S # and IDF troops were compelled to resort to openihq fire in order to 
disperse the rioters, During the disturbances, a makashift hand grenade was 
throwu at IEF trcops. 

In the course of the disturbances, four locaT residents were killed, two 
of whgm had thrown firebombs at XDF forces. It is unclear if the other two 
local reside&n died as B result of hefnq run over by the lacal vehicle or as 
a result of IPP fire in an attempt to quell the riots. The matter is being 
investigated by the competent authorities. The bodies of t.he four residents 
west taken from the hospital by their families and btsried. A&iitfooal 
casualties included 11 local residents uho were wounded. Three XDF troapa 
were lightly wounded. SUbS8qutUtly, Qir 2 April, further rioting ensuad in 
which 12 local residents were injured. 

As the faxa clearly demonstrate, the IDP troops involved in the icciqent 
and its aftermath were merely acting in aelf-defence after they had Leen 
attacked with lethal weapons, ant? were exercising their responeibility rxrder 
intewatianal law to maintain ttiw and order in the area, 

I trust that this Letter shall clarify the true nature and context of cbe 
racent events that took place in Rafti. 

I ;hould be grateful Lf the tent of this letter would be circula+:d 5s an 
official document of the Security Council. 

(-1 YOSAIP ARIDOR 
Ambassador 


