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The neeting was called to order at 6.55 p. m

EXPRESSI ON OF THANKS 0 THE' REFIRING IRES IDENT

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): as this is the first

meeting of the Security Council in the nonth' of December, | should |ike, on behalf
ofthe menbers of the Council and on ny 'own behalf, to pay a warmtribute to ny
predecessor the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations,

Anbassador  Kikuchi, for his successful work as President of the Council for the
nonth of Novenber. | amsure that | speak for all the nembers of the Council in
expressing to Ambassador Kikuchi adniration and appreciation for the great

diplomatic skill with which he conducted the Council's business |ast nonth.

RDOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopt ed.

THE SITUATION I N THE OCQIPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 11 DECEMBER 1987 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF DEMOCRATIC

?g/ﬂ%%g'sl) O THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED MO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCIL

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from rassian): | should like to informthe

Counci| that | have received a letter dated 11 Decenber 1987 fromthe Permanent
Representative of the United Arab Emrates to the United Nations, which reads as
follows :'
"l have the honour to request that the Security Council extend an
invitation to M. Zehdi Labib Terzi, Pernmanent Cbserver of the Pal estine
Li beration Organization to the United Nations, in accordance with the

Council"s past practice, in connection with the Council's consideration of the

item'The situation in the occupied Arab territories'.”

That letter will be circulated as Security Council docunent S/ 19336.
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(The President)
The proposal by 'the tnited Arab Emirates is not mde pursuant to rule 37 or

rule 39 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Security Counecil, but if
approved by the Council the invitation to participate in the debate woul d confer on
the Pal estine Liberation Organization the same rights of participation as those
conferred on Menmber States when invited to participate pursuant to rule 37.

Does any menber of the Council w sh to speak on this proposal ?

M. OKUN (United States of Anerica): Before making ny brief remarks
allowme to take this opportunity to wel conme you, Sir, in your capacity as
President of the Council and to anticipate a good nonth under your w se |eadership
and at the sanme tine to thank the del egation of Japan for Ambassador Kukuchi's and

the entire delegation®s good stewardship of the Council during the preceding month.
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. (Mr. Okun, United States)

The United States has consistently taken the position that; under the

provisional ryes of procedure of the Security Council, the only legal basis on
whi ch the Counci | may grant a hearing to persons speaking on behal f of
non-governmental entities is rule 39. Ebr four decades the United States has
supported a generous interpretation of rule 39 and would certainly not object had
this natter been raised under that rule. W are, however, opposed to special

ad hoc departures fromorderly procedure.

The United States consequently opposes extending to the Pal estine Liberation
Organi zation the same rights to participate in the proceedings of the security
Council as it would have if that organization represented a Menber State of the
United Nations. We certainly believe in listening to all‘points of view, but none
of that requires violating the rules, In particular, the United States does not
agree with the recent practice of the Security Council , which appears selectively
to try to enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in the Council through a
departure from the rules of procedure. we consider this special practice to be

wi thout |egal foundation and to constitute an abuse of the rules.

For these reasons the United States requests that the ternms of the proposed

invitation be put to the vote, O course the United States will vote against the

proposal .

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fromRussian): | thank the representative

of the United States for the kind words he addressed to ne.

If no other netier of the Council w shes to speak at this stage, | shall take

it that the Council is ready to vote on the proposal of the thited Arab BEmirates.

[t is so decided.
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A vote was taken by show of hands.

In_favourt Argentina, Bulgaria, China, Congo, Ghana, Japan, Union of Soviet
Socialist &publics, United Arab Emirates, Venezuel a, zambia

Agai nst United States of aAmerica ,

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Italy, United Ringdom of
_Geat Britain and Northern Ireland

The PRESIDENT (interpretation .from Russian): The result of the'voting is

as follows: 10 in favour, one against, 4 abstentions. The proposal has been

adopt ed.

At the invitation of the President, M. Terzi (Palestine Liberation

Organi zation) took a place at the Council table.

Count YORK vVOn WARTENBURG (Federal Republic of Germany): | also should

like to begin by paying a very warmtribute to Ambassador Ki kuchi as the out goi ng
President of the Council and to thank himfor the excellence and great skill with
which he conducted our business. | should like to say that you, Sir, will have our
conmpl ete co-operation during your presidency,.which | think will bring us together
on inportant matters.

M del egation abstained in the vote on-the participation of the Palestine
Li beration Organization (PIO) in the Council's debate. |n doing so ny delegation
was gui ded by -the provisional rules of procedure, Which the Council has itself
est abl i shed. The procedure foll owed today is clearly designed ‘to grant the PLO a
status simlar to that of a Menber State of the United Nations. This does not

reflect the true relationship of the PLO t0 our Organization, and therefore we

cannot  support it.

“This does not mean, however, that my delegation objects to the PLOs being

heard by the Council in the present debate.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fromRussian): | thank the representative

of :the Federal Republic of Germany for the kind words he addressed to ne.
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Mr. TANIGUCHI (Japan); First | should like to congratul ate you,

M. President, on your assunption of your very inmportant post in 'the Security
Council. | should also like to take this opportunity to express our deep
appreciation for the kind words expressed with regard to Ambassador Rikuchi by you

and other representatives. | amvery, very grateful for the graci ous co-operation

extended to me by-all Menber states,
We voted in favour of the participation ‘of the Palestine Liberation

Organi zation {PIO) because the Goverament of Japan has repeatedly expressed its

considered viewthat it is essential to the solution of the Mddle East question

that the Pal estine Liberation Organi zation, which represents the Palestinians,

participate in peace talks.

In 1975, Japan, as a menber of this Council, expressed the position that the
PLO, as ane of the mpjor parties to the Mddle East question, should be invited to
participate when this Council conducted its deliberations on the Mddle East

question, including the question of Palestine. At this time | should [ike to
confirm that position. Accordingly we supported the participation of

representatives of the pLo.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian)s I thank the representative

of Japan for the kind words he addressed to ne.
| should like to inform theCouncil that | have received a letter dated
11 Decenber 1987 from the cCharman of the Commttee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Pal estinian People which reads as foll ows:
*1 have the honour t0 request that I beallowed to participate in the
Security Council's consideration of the item*The Situation in the occupied
Arab territories'; in accordance with the provisions' of rule 39 of the
Counci |l 's provisional rules of proceaure, in ny capacity as Chairman of the

Conmittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People®
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(The President)

On previous pccéslons, the Security Council has extended. invitations to ,
representatives of other United Nations bodies in connection with the consideration
of mtters on its agenda. In accordance with past practice iri. this matte‘r, |
propose tha’f-\ the Council extend .an invitation. to the Chairman .of. the Commi| ttee on:
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Pales tin ian People.

There being no ob jection it, is_so decided.
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(The President)

The Security Counci| will now begin its consideration of the itemon the
agenda. ' o B

The Secur'ity Counci | is neeting today‘ in response to the reoroest contained in
the letter dat ed 11 Decenber 1987 from the Permanent Represent ative of Derrocratrc
Yemen to the United Nations, in his capacrty as Charrman of the Arab Group of |
States'for 'the month of Decenber, addressed to the President of the Securrty
council  (s/19333). " o

K/ténbers ofi'the Counci| have received phot ocopi es of a 1etter dat ed
11 Decenber 1987 fromthe Chairman of the Comnttee on the Exercrse of the
Inal i enabl e R ghts' of the palestinian People, whi ch Wi II be circul at ed under the
symbol §/19337. ' |

The first ‘speaker i S the representative of the PaI estr rie Li beratr on
Organrzatron (PLO) | invite him to hake hrs statenent. | : b

. Mr TERZI (Pal estine Liberation Organr zatron) At the outset Iet me tell

you, Sir, how glad we'are that the represent atr\re of the Great October Revol uti on
I's presrdr ng over our deIrberatrons part|cu|ar|y at this trne v\/nen
Conr ade CGor badhev has ctossed the At antr cto take the first st eps towardz-T peace. N

Ve beli | eve that further contacts bet ween the General Sectetary and t he Pr esr dent of |

g

L

the United States will give themtrrre to di scuss regr onaI conflicts, i nc udr ng «=

i ndeed prirrarily - the regional conflict in the' M ddl e East and t hat thu's'vve shal |
be spared the necessity of coming to thrs Chanber as often as we do. TO you
personally, Sir, | would say that we have every confidence that with your prudence

and expertrse you will Tead the deliberations here to a fruitful end.

[y
(S

Ws also express our gratitude to the representative of Japan, vvho conduct ed
the Security Council's work during Novenber in an exenplary way, partrcul arIy vrhen '

he represented the Council during the International Day of Solidarity with the

Paiestinian  People.
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‘ (M. Terzi, Pal estine Liberat;gg
(rgani zat1on) '

| also wish to thank all those who voted for, or even against, our

participation, because eventual |y those who voted against wll know that re are a

RS

factor and that as has been sard on several occasrons deIrberatrons urthlout the

LEFER ot
Ny ] o R

Partrcrpatron of the PLO would be ||ke burldrng on sand.

Before | walked into the Councrl Chanber 1 overheard a couple of comments'
"Wy are we being brought here? someone asked. They want to screant vas the
4 Flooa

reply.  No, Sir we are not here to screanr we are here to brrng a very serious

e i v '
"

i ssue before the cOuncil. The people | overheard said "If they vant to svae the

\

problem | et them flghV' t assure thenrthat our people are dorng al | they can in

t he uay of resrstance agarnst t he occupyrng Pover, py uhatever means they‘have,

whether rocks or enpty bottles ue have not grven up the fight, the legitimte
fight, agarnst the occupatron and the denral of cur rrghts o

Vhy do we cone here? Frrst e know that the Securrty Cbuncrl has on many
I 1 A
occasions reaffirmed ‘that the Fourth GEneva Cbnventron reIatrve to the Prdtectron

[

of G vrIran Persons in Trne of war |s applrcable to t he Palestrnran and other ﬁwab

terrrtorres occupred by Israel srnce 1967 i ncl udi ng Jerusalem | That is a decrsron
taken by the Councrl vis-é-vis the occupyrng Pouer But we are aIso here because
the Cbuncrl has a responsrbrlrty The Cbnventron says o T
E"The Hrgh Cbntractrng Partres undertake to respect and to assure respect

b for the bresent Cbnventron in all crrcunstances . o |
It is here that the responsrbrlrty of the Securrty Counci |, alt t he nenbeps ot the
Security Councrl isbeSt shown. VVII the Council really ensure respect for the
Geneva Cbnventron reIatrve to the Protectron of G vrIran Persons in Tinme of war. of

12 August 1949? 4

el
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{Mr. Terzi, Pal estine Liberation

C)ganrzatron)

1o

W\ are not here to scream W are not here to give up our frght ve are here

exercising a right a right that has been adnttted t hrough that Cbnventron

]

It is rather strange that the Cbuncrl had to neet Iast year on 8 Decenber |n _

relation to a vroIatron by the occupyrng Pomer of t he rrghts of the Palestrnran

people living under |sraeli occupation. Che might say "What |s the corncrdence?

Thrngs srnply do not _happen like that. ve all know that the General Assenbly has

adopted by a huge najorrty, a resolutron callrng for t he convenrng of the
Internatronal Peace Cnnference in conforntty mrth the provrsrons of GEnera

%
v b 1

Assenbly resolutron 38/58 C, which cIearIy says that the best |f not the onIy, waykiu

S P

PRV

to achi eve peace is by holding an |nternat|onal peace conference in whrch the

Pal estine Liberation Organization will participate on an eaual footing and with
wual rights. In his report on his endeavours the Secretary-General makes it clear
that the mjor obstacle to those endeavours during the year was the position of the
Governnent of Israel. The Government of Israel, whether as a whole or in part,
coul d not accept the principle of an international conference to achieve peace in
the area, and rejected the principle of the international peace conference on the
Mddle East. '

Furthermore, we know that only last week the General Assenbly adopted severa
resolutions in which it condemmed Israel for its practices against the people in
the occupied territories and condenmed

"I'sraeli policies and practices against Palestinian students and faculties in

school's, universities and other educational institutions in the occupied

Pal estinian territories, especially the opening of fire on defenceless

students, causing many casualties®™, (Ceneral Assenbly resol ution 42/160 G,

para. 2)
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wr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
(rgani zat1on)

The General Assenbly adopted that resolution only a few days ago. Bow daesl srael
react? It doesso by resuming the opening of fire on students, children and WOIEN
in the occupied territories, totally disregarding its oblig'atiohs,regata'i.r}g t he
safety of those people and its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Oonvenltii_on.

The Security Council is responsible for ensuring that Israel respect ;sj and
inplenents those provisions. The Security Council has very often taken dfeicision”s
strongly deploring the opening of fire by the Israeli arny, resulting in the deat h
or wounding of defenceless students. The Security Council has called upc»x]ﬁ I'srael

very often to abide immediately and scrupulously by the Geneva  Conventiom!irelative

to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of Wr.
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(Mt. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organi zat i on)

But did Israel heed? Did it respond to the call of the Security Council? No. Wy
not? Because the Security Council should we feel take stronger action than merely
calling upon Israel to abide inmmediately and scrupul ously by the Geneva Conventi on.

On 8 Decenber an Israeli check-post in the Gaza area stopped a car carrying
civilian paésengers, Pal estinians, most probably workers who crossed the green |ine
in Order to earn a few pennies to provide for their famlies. At that check-point,
an arny check-point, the Israeli arny opened fire. Four persons were killed and
ni ne of'ihers were wounded. The Israeli occupying Power then inposed a curfew But,
after all, those four people who had been killed had to be buried and the funeral
became a denonstration protesting against the brutalities' of the neo-fascists of
the occupying Power. The wounded were sent to hospitals. ome hospital was the
El Shifa Bospital in Gaza. The Israeli arny was not satisfied and went to the
hospital with its tanks in order to pick up the people fromtheir beds. It dragged
themout and took themto detention. The arny converted the hospital into some
sort of mlitary post.

Palestinians are human beings. They sinply cannot accept subm ssion so they
demonstrate further against the brutalities of.the occupying Power. Those
brutalities continue and escalate. on 10 December there were nore killings. |

will not read The New York Times for menbers, but on 11 pDecember, that iS today,

the record of Palestinians felled by Israeli arny bullets increased. on Friday,
11 Decenber, four more Pal estinians were shot dead, among thema nine-year-old
child, who died of wounds that he sustained on 10 Decenber in ghan Yunis. The
victims were shot dead in the Balata refugee canp. We are surprised that we have
not yet heard fromthe United Nations Belief and works agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East about those incidents in the canp, which is near Nablus,

north of Jerusalem Israeli soldiers opened fire on citizens who were taking part
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r. Terzi, Pal estine ‘Liberation
O gani zat i on)
in a demonstration after Friday noon prayer. 1 do not think | have to explain that

the Muslins have their "Sunday nmass" or "Sabbath service* on Friday at noon. While
they were comng out of the mosque protesting the iron-fist occupation pé&icy t hey
were met with arnmy bullets. A 17-year-old boy, an 1l-year-old and a 17-year-old
girl were killed as a result of this barbarous shooting. Dozens of Palestinians
were hit and wounded in what some sources described as the nmassacre of Balata
refugee canp.

W Pal estinians seemto have been chosen for nassacreé - Deir Yassiﬁ, Kafr
Kasim, Sabra Shatila = and now it is Balata. At least 20 people at the camp Were
wounded. The Israeli arny forced its way into the women*s Union Fbspitallin
Nabl us, arrested relatives of the dead and wounded and cordoned off the hdspita
with arny units. Balata refugee canp is under strict curfew according to the .
| at est report.

The Israeli forces prohibited ambulances fromreaching the canp in order to

evacuate the wounded. Israeli soldiers were shooting heavy sorties of f#re and the

people in the canp were appealing to the International Red Ctoss with thf demand
that it should intercede and assist in the evacuation of the wounded. S%urces in
the refugee canp were appealing for aid and assistance. They were appealing for
bl ood donations but the Israeli arny prohibited bl ood donors from entering the
hospitals to donate blood. What is worse, the Israeli soldiers forced t:heir way
into the hospital compound and fired on people.

There are other hospitals in the 'Nablus district and they were sub: jectedato

the same treatment by the occupation arny. Rafidiya Hospital in Nablus and the

Wren's Union Hospital are considered war zones by many eye-wi tness accCrunts.
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Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation

Organi zati on)

At noon today = the |atest report that we received - which would be 8 o' clock
in Nablus, the Israeli forces were still prohibiting anbul ances from reaching the
hospitals and the Fire Departnent units were not allowed to pass through in order
to evacuate the wounded. That is what is happening today. If T were to read all
those crimnal acts and report on every single one We might spend the rest of the
evening here, but let nme read out only a few

On 27 Novenber the Israeli Mlitary Governor in the Jabalya Canp summoned the
imns - priests or pastors of the nmobsque - and warned them not to make any
political speeches during prayers. The imans answered that the speeches fol | owed
the Holy Constitution and the Roran, The warning is seen as an attenpt to quell
unrest after the Qportation order on sheikh Odeh. The Israelis deport or expel
the shei kh of the nmosque and expect the people just to say "thank you" to them We
assure--everybody here that they will not but will contihue to fight. using their
own ' neans.

on 30 Novenber it was reported that students from schools and colleges in
Ramallah and El Bireh went on strike. why? After all, the united Nations was
observing the International pay of solidarity with the Palestinian Peopl’e so at
| east the Palestinians thenselves would have to observe that International Day of
Solidarity. Those students were carrying out a decision of the General Assenbly
and responding to their national obligations and duties. The Israeli soldiers took
positions at the entrances to a number of schools. In Hebrcn, the denmonstrations
broke out at the polytechnic and students chanted slogans in favour of their

struggle and of their represent ative, the pro of course.
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

- y

The Israeli Army placed the college at Hebron under siege and threw (tear gas

at the students.

I n - thel Givia $&rdtill on 30 November - student demonstrations
IR e o Gk vy 3 o L . e Y .
broke out at several locations. Israeli forces arrived, opened fire and!beat ‘up

: . o
students. ' ’ [

w

On 1 becember, about\l 100 residents ‘from Bethlehem were summoned by "thé
Military Governor of Bethlehem. They were., interrogated individually by '4!j:he Dgf;lty
Chief, Civil Administration. - ‘

In Gaza, the Military Zppeals Committee Iooﬁfirlﬁéd an administrative/detention
order e{é;inst a number of persons. -

In Nablus - and | am stiil referring to 1 December = a military. f0|:8;e broke
into Rafidiya Hospital and arrested two youths who had been admitted to the
hospi tal after having been wounded. by buliets fired by the Israeli arr‘.ﬁ)'/‘ in the
Balata }efug‘ee" camp. The‘hoopi’tal doctors pro,tested that if the ywths!v?'ere
arrested their lives would be endangered. The protests were to no avail‘{Of
course, forthose neo-fascist, racist Zionists, Arab blood 1s clheap'.' f .But‘the 'Arabs
simply\“ Will hot hefedl‘ their wishes.

On '3 December”, the Israeli commander of the central region ‘issued anI order to
deport’ a resident of the Jenin camp and a student at Najah Uhivetsitﬁr |

I mention these criminal, brutal activities by the occupying Power to show
t'fila‘t theré is a limit to the patience of those under foreign occupation. 1

Israéii Radio today announced that the resistance is increasing ‘in -t}:he Gaza
area, in Nablus ak;d in the suburbs of Jerusalem. Sou:rces |n the oocupied
Palestinian territory have repértéd that the situation is very critical and that a
curfew has been imposed on refugee camps - particularly the one near Nabllus, where
there are 15,000 refugees. Our people use primitive arms = rocks and empty

i
|
i

i
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

bottles = but they fight 3 they do not merely scream. : S

What is,. really inhuman is that the occupying- Power forbids the relatives of.
the dead Palestinians to bury them. so what ‘do the relatives, the families of the :. :
dead victims :do? They sneak into the hospitals and "steal® the remains of their o
beloved ones in order to give them a proper funeral. Bat the Israeli oceupation' -
forces-;. with their tanks, break ‘into the houses in the refugee camps ‘and look’ for
the bodies of the dead victims. If they find any, they impose a certa in ‘hour and &
certain place for the bur ial of the victims.

all this is not accidental. The commander of the accupation ‘forces in ‘the -

central region, a certain General amran, made it very clear:in otie of hig "¢ - = "%
statements that he would continue to send instruments of death to confront'-the -
Pales tin ians. ®e ‘made the threat that his troops would open fire on anyone who =
demonstrated -against the‘occupation.

But why should we not have recourse to what the Israeli M&a” themselves’ say?

The newspaper Ha'aretz reported that a certain Yussi Beilin, who is the = * ¥
Political Director in the Israeli Foreign Ministry, had said this: =1 feel more
than ever before that we are reliving the same experiences, that the present stage
Is Similar to a great extent to the stage that existed on the eve of the 1973
war”. The newspaper went en to report that the psychological security situation
and the political tension might cause a new war in the area. So here we have a
warning in the Israeli press that all this might lead to a new major confrontation
In the area. This is confirmed by the fact that the occupying Power has sent more
troops into, particularly, the Gaza region in order to quell the revolt of the
people.

According to Davar, another Israeli newspaper, huge numbers of forces from the

Israeli army have entered the Gaza area, and they are expecting to confront with
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(Mr. Terzi, Pal estine riberation
Organi zation)

PR

viol ence any uprising that mght take place in Gaza or other areas of the hest ' Bank.

A Hamishmar, yet another Israeli newspaper | reported that a senior- Israeli
military source had said;, ®"We are facing a very serious situation. W have to
realize that we are facing a very acute and complex situation and that we :are.
sitting on a barrel of gunpowder”. o

Fromall that,. it will be understood that we have come t0 the Security Council
wWth the intention of drawing the attention of everyone here to the,situatkon as it
is = but alsowith the intention of indicating what the results could be.I Lo

It is only natural for occupation to engender resistance. Such resistance has
varying degrees of violence. But | would say that, primarily, the cause of this’
chain of violence « | shall not call it a cycle = is thEBperpetuation4of.L£e
occupation . ,Cf course, it is easy to specify the cure and the renedy: End thei-
occupation and there will be no resistance, and therefore there will be no .
violence. But the question we are faced with here ist what do we do in the -

meantime? . g |

i
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r.Terzi, Pal estine Liberation
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Resi st ance agai nst occupation has been unani mously accepted and considered. .,
legitimate by decision of the General Assembly., | refer to General Assembly ...,
resol ution 40/61. By the sane token, that resistance i ncreases when the hopes for

a peacefulh Smtlenenﬁ dimnish. Here we have‘to put the question: cannot our
peopl e have sone hope of a peaceful settlement? Because, given their frustration |
andytpe arrogance of the occupying Power, we definitely will face violence, Which
will, we are sure, nean that the mandate given t0 the Secretary-General Will have
to be viewed froma different perspective. n -

The process shoul d be expedited; it is incumbent Upon those who reject the
efforts for peace, and who constitute the mgjor obstacle to them, to respond in a
positive way., O course there are political ramfications. But the resistance ig
a derivative qf the occupation, and our situation is a derivative of the occupation.

What is, to. be done?, That is the question. the Council has to face. should the
Council satisfy itself with strongly deploring, with appealing and asking,. Israel to
rescind or desist? or does the Charter of the United Nations provideforother. .
remedies?, | .am sure that the wise forefathers of this Organization envisaged a .
situation in which Menbers would not carry out decisions taken by the securjty .
Council., | refer to' specific chapters of the Charter on the inposition of
sancti ons.

For how nuch longer can the united Rations, which created the nonster called.
Israel,. that spoiled brat called Israel = for how mach | onger can the Security
Counci| and the United Nations permt those crimnal acts remniscent of
neo-fascisn? The bl ood of our children and our women is sacred to us) it is very
mich treasured by us. It should not be spilled for nothing

Again | repeat that we hope and expect that the Council will take inmmediate

action to pat an end to the current brutal activities. It should also shoul der its
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responsibility and end the situation of occupation and bring us closer to,

Conprehensi ve peace; as prescribed in a General Assenbly resol ution.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): | thank the representative
O the Palestine Liberation Organization (po) for the kind words he addressed to
me.
The next speaker is M. Missanba sarré, of Senegal, Chairman of the Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. | invite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his statenent.’ .

'M. SARRE (Senegal) (Chairman of the Conmittee on the Exercise %:f t he
Inal i enabl e Rights of the Palestinian People) (interpretation from F‘rench;)z Allow
meat the outset, Sir, to congratulate you on your assunption ofthe presidency of
the Security Council for the month of Decenber. Aware of your qualities ;alas an'

experienced diplomat well versed in international affairs and your devotion to the
ideals of our Oganization, | amconvinced that your work will be crowned with
success, all the more so because your country has just signed, together with the
United States of america, a historic agreenent which | amconvinced will /constitute
a step forward in the consolidation of international peace and security.

On this occasion we should pay a tribute to your predecessor, Mr. Kikuchi, the
Permanent Representative of Japan, for the exenplary fashion in which he jpresided
over the work of the Council in Novenber.

Lastly | chould like to thank all the membersof the Council for aut hori zi ng
me, in-ny capacity as;,Chaitman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the. Palestinian People, to take part in its debate with respect to the

grave events of recent days and Israeli practices against the popul ation |in the

occupi ed Pal estinian territories.
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The deterioration of the situation in the occupied territory is all the more
disturbing because it directly affects not merely the future of the Palestinian
popul ation but also international peace and security, In a letter | have sent to
the Council | have provided information on the incidents which have just taken
place in the occupied Arab territories.

-According to United Press International . (UPI) and the Associated Press (AD,
on 9 Decenber.1987 Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip opened fire on young
Pal estinians, killing two and injuring 12. The students were denonstrating
following the killing of four Palestinians in a road "accident" in which
apparently, an Israeli truck had been used to avenge the death of an Israel
busi nessman stabbed on 6 pecember., The critically injured were taken to El~Shifa
hospital, where denobnstrators were subsequently attacked by Israeli helicopters,
whi ch dropped tear-gas bombs en the crowd. Several nembers of the police force
were injured in the demonstrations. schools and shops renmined closed in the Gaza
Strip, and hundreds of Palestinians did not go to Israel to work because of the

demonstrations.

According to The New York Times and the ypr, widespread demonstrations on the

Vst Bank and in the Gaza Strip resulted in clashes with Israeli troops. On

10 Decenber a young Pal estinian was killed and a dozen people were injured.

According to the sanme sources, in the refugee canp of Kalandia, north of Jerusalem,
23 students who had raised a Palestinian flag during a demonstration were

arrested. Twelve Others were injured during a clash with the police, and many

students who had inhal ed tear-gas subsequently had to be hospitalized.
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|
A Reuters report states that a 11 year old Palestinian from Khan Y unis, in the

|

Gaza Strip, died after being hit on the head by Israeli troops during f

demonstrations against the Israelis. According to Reuters and U Pl, on 11. December

Israeli troops opened fire on demonstrators in the Balata refugee camp on the West
|

Bank, Kkilling four Palestinians and injuring 30 others. Reuters also reports that
{

|
in Jerusalem the military author ities held the head of the Arab journal igts®' trade

union in prison without trial for six monthg and prohibited the disttibu‘t:ion of the

daily Al-Fajr on the West Bank.
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It will be recalled that during the debates at this session del egations
referred to the auestion of Palestine and the need to find a conprehensive, just
and lasting solution. It is striking to observe, furthernore, that the strong
enotions and subjectivity to which we had become accustoned yielded to reason and
obj ectivity. Thi s new approach to the question should | ead us henceforth to
translate into specific action the cormmon denom nator on which we all agree, namely
organi zing an international peace conference on the Mddle East.

The Secretary-CGeneral of our Organization in his report calls upon us to do
so, when he states that

"in the light of the widespread agreenment on the part of the internationa

comunity . . . the convening of such a conference, under united Nations

auspi ces, offers the best chance of successfully negotiating a conprehensive

settlenent of the Arab-Israeli conflict. NMbreover, ny decision to make a

special effort this year was endorsed by leaders of all parties to the

conflict. These two factors =~ international backing and the support of the
parties = have provided an inportant basis for several rounds of consultations
that have been held thus fat and will undoubtedly be crucial to future
progress

" . . | amencouraged by the fact that the past year has seen favourable
devel opnents in the political environment, both in terms of the |evel and
frequency of contacts between the permanent menbers of the Security Counci
and between them and the parties. | amalso encouraged by the fact that the
idea O an international conference under United Nations auspices has ken
given high priority among the Arab parties to the conflict, and has been the

subject of [lively debate wthin Israel. These positive trends, combined with
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' |
the growing. international consensus in favour of the early convening O a

|
conference, demand of wus t-hat we consolidate and build on the foundation that

has so far been established." (A/42/714, paras. 32 and 34) .

I
On the basis of those assessnents, which represent the end of a |engthy

process, and on the basis of the principles and purposes of our Charter; nothing
shoul d prevent us at last fromattaining our objective: the establishnent of, peace
inthe Mddle East through the restoration of the inalienable rights of ;the,, N
Palestinian people, namely their right to self-determ nation and independence.

Wth respect to those who mght raise the question of the right to existence Of all
the States of the region, | would refer them to paragraph 3 (f) of the Geneva
Decl aration, which stipulates the right to existence of all States in the region

Wi thin secure internationally recognized frontiers, W th peace and justi (ie for all.

Oonly .a few hours ago the General Assenmbly overwhel mngly adopted four
resolutions on the Mddle East. W note in them in particular, an appeal for
reason, noderation, renewed dedication to the principles and objectives 'of the,
United Nations Charter, with a view to achieving a just, lasting and conprehensive
solution to the situation in the Mddle East and the question of Pal estine.

Wth that approach in nind, the convening of an international peace conference
on the Mddl e East is advocated. As | said earliqr_; this conference-- the outcone
of a lengthy process of negotiations among the Members of our Organization = has
just been reconfirmed by 129 votes during the consideration of the question O
Palestine,. It will. also be recalled that in presenting our Committee's.report tO0
the GCeneral Assenbly | stated that, if the United Nations delayed in fin?ing a,

Solution to the auestlon of Palestine, violence would worsen and come to threaten
1
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peace and secuf?ty in the'iegion, if not world wide. Unfortunately, recent events
in the occupied territories only bear this out

1

In the absence of a just and |asting solutron to t he auestion of Palestrne
tension and vrolence will only increase in occupied Palestrnran territories and in
the ot her Arab occupred territories, including Jerusalem Thus, our Committee has,
contrnhed to enphasize that the situation will continue to'morsen as long as the
|naI|enabIe rights of the Palestrnran peopl e have not been exercrsed

The United Nations has an undenrable responsibility for ensuring the enj oyment
of the rights ofthe Pal estinians and their protection in the occupied ,
territories. \\ consider that it is now up‘to the Security Council to inplenent
the findings of the 1983 International Conference on the Question of Palestine held
in CGeneva, endorsed by growing majorities in the General Assenbly, in particular
by calling for the convening of an international peace conference on the M lee
East. B

Vé-hrsh once again to reeall that these recommendations are objectively
founded upon the underlyrng international ly accepted principles relating to the
Palestinian problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict. The international comunity
consi ders that the convening of“such a conference is now an urgent necessity. This
viewAhas been expressed not nerely within the united Nations but also in decisions
of a growi ng nunber of other intergovernmental bodies, such as the League of Arab
States, the C)ganrzatron of the Islanrc Conference and the Mvenent of Non-Aligned
Countries, as hell as in the declaratron of the European Econonrc COmmuniﬂy(EEc)

and, nore recently, the recent Summ t Cbnference of Arab countries held in Aman

Hence-on behalf of the Committee, | should |ike to underscore that the
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queﬁ}bn hof Pal estine has‘reached a critical stage. W urgently appeal for
increased efforts to achieve a just and lasting solution to this questioH and to
put an end to the intolerable situation of the Palestinian-people.

'In this'respect,the Committee is convinced that the International Peace
Conference on the Mddl e East, which enjoys near unani nous support,“offeﬁs toall
the parties concerned broad possibilities for participation in negotiations
resulting in a just and Iastind solution of the question. G ven thelncréasiﬁ;'
worening’ of the situation in the occupiea territories, as just described by
Anbassador Terzi, we should step up our efforts. W therefore appeal to fhe
Security Council to take-appropriate steps to restore the policy of dialogue
between all the parties concerned in order to put an end'to this tragic state of

affairs which has prevailed for more than 40 years.

As T said |ast week, the tinme has come for peace Of the valiant. It

i

shoul d

not be an exclusively Arab or Israeli peace; rather, it should be an Arab-|l srael

peace, a peace founded on sincere 'and objective negotiations under the'auspices of
the Uhited Nations., '\ are duty-bound - especi al | y the Secur ity Council, |the
guar ant or of international peace and' security = to seize this opportunityl a sad
but pronising one; to foster the conveningof this international conference, the
only appropriate and tinely way of -ensuring a just and |asting peace in the Middle
pee. O L , _ . , o

| amconvinced that events' in the past week - which was characterized by the
international community's steadfast commitment to the 'principles of the Charter of
the United Nations as demonstrated by the statements we heard on the question of
the Mddl e East during the holding of the Day of International Solidarity‘with t he

\
Pal estinian People, as well as during the debates on the question of Palestine and
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the situation i n the Middle East = shoul d be of particular concern”tb the Security

Counci | . .
On behalf of the committee, I once again,’ i'rx\"a']'.lt'v;"hdﬁ\i'i(‘iéry . aPPeal to the |

members of ‘the Security Council to see ‘to'it''that peace in’ the Middle East is

restored.

Lx A
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The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Russian): | thank ‘the Chairman of the

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for
the kind words he addressed to me.

I should like to inform members of the Council that | have just received a
letter from the representative of Israel in which he requests to be invited to
participate in the discussion of the item on the Council‘ts agenda. In conformity
with the usual practice and with the consent of the Council, | propose to invite
the representative of Israel to take part in the discussion, without the’ right
vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule; 37 of the
Council’s provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided. i

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Netanyahu took the place reserved for

him at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Russian): | invite the representative

of Israel to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

} Mr. NETANYARJ (Israeljt | should like to congratulate you, sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council. | am confident ttxéilz you wi | |
perform your duties in the exemplary way that your predecessor, Ambassador Kikuchi,
per formed h is.

I am holding the letter from the Permanent Representative of Democratic Yemen,

) . . . ) 1
who requested, in his capacity as Chairman of the Arab Group for this month, an

immediate meeting of the Security Council. It is Friday night, 8 o’c:lock,I and the
first question that | know is on everybody 's mind isr why is the Security Council,
the supreme and most important body of the united Nations, suddenly convehed, and
with such haste? It is true there are major wars going on in the world right now,

|
but it is not to deal with them or to try to resolve them that the Council is
|

meeting. Perhaps it is because of loss of life « loss of life has, indeed,
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occurred. Bat | did not recall a simlar convening - in fact, by the

representative of Denocratic Yenen - when over 10,000 people were slaughtered in
his own country in Decenber of 1985. | do not recall a hasty = or even an
unhasty = convening of the Security Council by another member of the Arab League,
Saudi Arabia, when riots broke out in Mecca and 402 people were killed and 640

i nj ured. | do not recall a neeting of the Security Council when there were riots
in Yarnuk University in Jordan and students were killed = not a word.

Nor, for that matter, was there word fromthe PLo, the very PLO that raises so
mich of(' this. This is the pro that had thousands of its own menbers slaughtered -in
massacres in refugee canps = “massacre’ js a word that has kept coming up
here = thousands massacred, ifirst by Syria « | do not recall a Security Council
meeting = and in the war camps, the intranural war canps between the various
factions of the PLO themselves and the Lebanese. | do not renenber a Security
Council meeting, hasty or unhasty.

So we have to askt v\,hyI has this neeting béen convened with such abruptness
today? | think we can glean some understanding from the tining. foday is not an
accidental day. It is inmportant to understand a series of dates that have led up
to today, and today's date as well, to understand how |udicrous the basic idea of

spontaneity supposedly behind the recent violent incidents is. The |ast thing they

are - | enphasize the word "last® = is spontaneous.  You will recall that a year
ago, exactly the same thing happened: there was a relative period of quiet, a
begi nning of tensions in the nonth of Novenber and violent incidents and the
calling of a Security Council neeting on the last day of the deliberations in the

General  Assenbly.

Now, the reason the month of November is important is because three dates

occur in the month of November. The first date is 2 November: that is the
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anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. The second date - and this year ;it is a
new one = is 8 November: that is the convening of the Arab summit meetf}nlg at
Amman. And the third date - which, again, is an annual anniversary = is

29 November , the date of the par titian resolution. Why do | cite those dates?
Because, for each eone of those dates the PLO issues specific orders, commands,
calls for incitement, to Pales}inian Arabs and asks them, and calls upon t%em, to
incite riots and violence and terror. And | may add the fourth date, that is |
today’'s date, which is the twentieth anniversary « and “anniversary” is a peculiar
word to use for an organization devoted to murder - the twentieth year toj‘lthe day
marking the establishment of the PFLP led by Habash. It too called for the
inciting of violence and terror and riots.

It is important to understand that in the month of November, leading’ into
December, ‘there has been an escalation. We recently had bombs placed on the
Tel Aviv-Haifa railroad = luckily, no one was hurt. We had an Israeli civilian by
the name of Schlomo Saker, a civilian who was shopping in an Arab market, l\stabbed
to death just a few days ago. We have had many, many incidents of terror/that are
not reported because they are interdicted; they are simply aborted before | they take
place = not for lack of trying, for they try, but they do not succeed so yqu do not
hear very much about them. But the attempts are there.

Beyond and above all that there are, of course; the calls for mobs, violence
and incitement, especially incitement directed against a very receptive young
population of teen-ager s, organized and orchestrated to a T. Some spont%r{ei ty .

Now, even so, T must say that sometimes even the PLO can be helped in this
grisly campaign, and the help that they received in the series of events we are
discussing here was a boost in the form of a traffic accident. A few days ago, in

Jabaliya an Israeli truck driver swerved off the road, lost control of his vehicle,

|
1
|
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and the vehicle killed four bystanders - Pal estinian Arabs.

As you can imgine
these kinds of accidents occur on all of Israel's roads, and we have. T regret to
say, a high incidence of casualties.

what the PLO |et out at that date was the extraordinary canard, which, 1 nust

say, caught like wildfire in Gaza, in Judea~Samaria, that this was not a traffic

accident but a deliberate act of nurder
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This faC|I|tated the hea ting up of a campaign of incitement already undeJr way. It

was a stroke of Iuck if you want to call it that. . \

'1"1

We have, and any Countw, nhas under mterna tional law, a very simplqe and clear

- i 3
FeL: ’ Bt e g -

rule. The first respon5| bl lity of any Qvernment, military or civilian, lﬂs to

[

)
\
enforce Iaw and order. That responsibility is Vparthularly |mportant because many ‘

of these attacks have been directed and are dlrected against innocent by: B!tandet s,
|

i

Jews and Arabs alike. In fact yesterday we caught the terrorist who was i
responsible for slaughtering = no, let us be specific, for burning alive { a

family. This particular terrorist threw a Molotov cocktail « we are not {talking

about empty bottles here « a bottle filled with explosives, at a car that passed
by. The car had in it the Moses family , a husband and wife and their children.
The wife and a child were burned alive. We caught that man. ®e was also; trying to
set off a car bomb. So we have a real problem inside the borders of Israel and
inside the territories. We are facing a deliberate campaign of terror, which we
have generally been successful in keeping down, but the PLO has been trying to use
the last six-week period to make it flare up.

The descriptions of events here have relied on unsubstantiated press | reports
and other undocumented information. We are dealing with this at rather short

notice, but I can tell the Council, after a cursory glance, that there are some

wild fabrications in the material presented to it.

1

Iet me give an example. With regard to the question of hospitals, that is
simply a flat lie. Regrettably, in the course of maintaining law and order, there
are casual ties. Our troops are under strict instructions not to fire, in 1Ifact not
to use their weapons, until they have absolutely no other resort or unless !they are
already injured or their 1 ives are threatened. When you are surrounded by’ several

hundred people armed with crowbars, Molotov cocktails and various other weapons
|
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your life occasionally is threatened. Israel regrets, any.loss of: life that has.
taken place, and Israel will continue to do what it can with its security forces.. to
ensure that there is as little loss of 1ife as possible. Put when, occasicnally,
such unfortunate things happen, we do take care of people.. .In fact, in these
incidents we took the casualties to the local hospitals and. to two other hospitals
in the vicinity: the hospital in Ashkelon and the sirocka hospital in Beersheba,
So what the cour)cil has heard-, anmong other things, is sinply flat Lies. . .

what | haveﬂdescr‘i bed here,, which | think explains .what Wwe. are.witnessing
tonight, is a very sinple pattern. .1t has been repeated for more: than a year i that
is, it is being repéét ed for the ;second yelve, not had time .to check, .but I
shal | | ook back'to see whether there is already a three-year, pattern. In any case:.
here is the two-year pattern. The PLO inci_tes violence. ., The violence produces ..
Arab ar;d Jewish casual ties. The PLO then _ asks, for the securi ty Council to be i
convened to discuss not nerely the violence but the ills of occupation..- This ig.:s
the natural progress ion. Presumably the question of _the political status .of Gaza~«:
and Judea-Samaria woul d not warrant a neeting, hasty or unhasty, late On Frdday : ic-
night, but, since the matter has been raised, let Mt .deal with it wery briefly.

The Probl em of aphi@ eving such a settlenent is indeed a complex one, it -is not
sinple, and it is a }desirable end. |b achieve a peaceful resolution, a peaceful
political settlenent, is exactly what we want. The reason we have not had, it has -
nothing to do with the grievances involved. The 'grievances can be settled. . They:- ;-
are difficult, even conplex, but they are not inpossible. There is- nothdng in the -
Arab-1sraeli dispute, that is beyond resolution =not refugees, not borders. .--ALl v
these thi ngs’ could be negotiated. Matters of much greater conplexity have been .i: ) ...

negotiated successfully in the last century, particularly in the last half
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century. Fifty’ million refugees have been settleda under far more difficult

¢conditions.

The reason ‘we ‘are not settling these problems g that the pro, like it6

predecessore under the Mufti, Who made a pact with Hitler, were' not in&rested in a
. PR S W ! . A )
solution; they'were’ interested in liquidation.  The problem from the start was not

that the- Palestinian Arabs lacked a State but that the Jews had one.’ This Wasf“énd
. . . R ‘ N T
remains the source of the conflict. ‘That is the first reason Why the pro will
stand up and refuse and resist and obstruct and subvert any attempt at peace,
because their commitment -is not to peace ‘but’ to the destruction of the Jewish State.
| |

The second reason iS a monetary one. = The PLO is big business; it is good

business. Many people are living off the ‘hundreds’ of millions of doll+6 they get'

annually- from the Saudi Arabians and othérs who pay monies into 'the'"cc;é'fléeﬁ' of the
PLO. By ‘now there is a cast of ‘people, groups and loaders :whc‘;'bél'or;g ’i-;dlf the =
richest -terrorist' organ iza tiens - in his tory “and ‘who have a vested interest in
keeping alive the cause they are fighting for.' It is for their own good. ‘A

solution would summarily ‘end that.

The third reason is ‘something that Dostoeveki undérstood a hundred years ago.
He gaid that if you have a group of ‘five ‘terrorists together ‘and you persuade four
of them that the fifth is ‘a renegade to the ‘causethey will ki1l him: and once

|

they kill him they ‘are all locked in a ‘circle of blood ‘and they cannot. eslcapé;f C

1

That is exactly what we are seeing here. It is not only Jews that are victims"of
this terror ism. In fact ‘many more Arab6 ‘than Jews have been killed by ‘ttlwe PLO,
Most recently, for example, a man ‘like ‘safa Al Mazri, ‘the mayor of Nablus, was

!

murdered by the pro, because,.he wag thinking of a poiii;ical settlement.

¥
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The matter of a political settlement has been raised here. The PLO is not
interested in-a political settlenent. |t' is not interested in peace. It is
i nterested i nanything but settlement and peace. It' is 'interested in" something far
more concrete:’ 'in preventing even the improvement of ‘the fefugees' status. T am‘.d?
not referring’ to the legal-status but to'the status in physical terms. The Tsraeli
Governnent has- put forward many proposals to rehabilitate' refugees, to make vast
improvedients -in' the quality of housing and so on.” Wo resisted then? ' The PLOs it "
said,," - Thi s i s an unacceptable change i n the quality of Iife”. W& went ahead and
made a few of these unacceptable changes, such as electrification, new housing, new
system inprovenents in the way people live, in their educational and heal th
conditions.  The PLO opposes any -improvement in ‘the status quo. |t encourages
every opportunity to upset it, because what it wW&its is conflict and disputé and
violence 'and terror;': X s : L

Recent!y we thought there'was a glimmer of hope that there woul d be a change * '
i N this: condition, this stranglehold by the PLO and its ilk on the political
process that has tied down the Arab~Israeli conflict since the beginning of t hi s

century.. We thought there was some opening. That thought emerged‘as a r&hit of '’

2

first time being put on *the sidelines, where it deserves to be, by the Arab‘’

countries. ‘ S AR
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It is clear that what we have been seeing in the past six weeksfromthe PLO S
own exhortations and incitements is that what it is trying to do is escape the
conclusion that so many of the Arab |eaders apparently reached in Amman,| whether

they say so directly or indirectly. what recent events and, nore inportant,. this

Council meeting tonight are all aboutis an-attenpt by the PLO to bail itself Qut
of a condition of irrelevance, powerlessness and |lost prestige. The qugstion
really is: should this be the business of the Security Council = to bai“ them. out
of their irrelevance? 1 think there is no auestion that thaf is the last task for
which this, body is suited. !

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fromRussian): | thank the representative
of Israel for the kind words he addressed to me. . i :

| call on the representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization, who has
asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

M. TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization): It is sometimes difficult
to understand how shooting by the Israeli Arnmy at students could, have been
incitement by the Palestine Liberation organization (PLO. we have heard]a great
deal aboutwhat is happening in the occupied Palestinian territory being iin
response to calls by the PLO 't would think that members of the Council would
wonder if the PLO really has such support fromthe palestinians under occupation.
If it does, then why not deal with it? Qur people in the occupied territories have
made it very clear that they do support and recognize the PLO as their so}e,
legitimte representative,

Ve did not plan the convening of the Council this evening. It was the
crimnal and brutal acts of the Israeli Arny that resulted in the col d-bl ooded

mur der of a number of students and women that made it necessary. V@‘moulé have

preferred that such a thing had nothappened. But, since the Israeli Army showed
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its teeth in inplenenting an "iron-fist" policy against our people, as | said in ny
opening statement, we felt that it was the-duty of the Security Council to address
the situation, “in viewof the pesition taken in the Council that the Pourth Ceneva
Convention applies to those areas and that the parties are under an obligation to
respect .and éﬁsure respect for 'the prdvi Si OnS of “that Convention, That IS why we
came here.

‘“Phat Israel has a real problem, We agree,. W know that it has a major

problem Israel still cannot decide whether it is a Jewish state, a state of the
Jews, and'who is a ‘Jew. At the end of the twentieth century Israel is still
engagi ng in Byzantine discussions to establish who is and who.is not a Jew; who
bel ongs to the State of Israel; whether he should be a Sephardf or an Ashkenazi.
They have those problens, we know.
But Israel's one major problemis that it is an occupying Power. An occupying .
Power has some obligations arising fromits being an occupying Power. | think
Israel knows that it is the only State Member Of this Organization which has been
labelled an occupying Power. That. is the problemthat faces Israel, That is the
problem that keeps almost 30 per cent of the Israeli prime-age population ..
“constantly under arns.' Qccupation is really a costly thing. The only solution is
toendit. The life of any soldier who is a nmenber of an occupying Power iS
t hreat ened. After all, the people under occupation are not going to give him
red-carpet service; they are not going to fraternize with an occupying officer.
| recall that during ny service in the seeond Wrld War we had instructions

not to fraternize with the people under occupation in Barope, | would just say to.

"the Israelis that they should not hope to-fraternize, because the resistance

“against their presence in their awn country is the primary task.
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W cannot conceive of any Israeli civilians in the occupied territories.
v

After all, an occupying Power is prohibited fromtransferring any of its civilian

|

population into the occupied areas. Besides, every 'single Israeli citizen of prine
age is a member of the arned forces, whether in uniformor in the active !resetve,
so one can say that there are no civilians. They should not be there, in the
Cccupied territories, in the first place. One cannot really pernit such
provocation

Some may be thinking, do the palestinians |iving in the occupied territories
seek better dog food or do they want to be in gold cages? They want to b% free to
exercise their political rights. How many Pal estinian refugees have been enabl ed
to return to their hones? There are nore than 2 million of us who are denied the
right and the possibility to return and live in peace in our own hones. %f a tent
is changed into ahut, that is not what we demand. W demand that we return to

Pal estinian territory and livein peace there

The PLO does not need to be bailed out.

I wonder whether we shoul d believe the Secretary-CGeneral when he infornms us
that the major obstacle to peace is the Governnent of Israel? There was ?
challenge there. The Secretary-Ceneral had endeavoured to bring all the parties to
the negotiating table for a conprehensive peace. who rejected that? The/PLO at
the meeting of our National Council in April, unaninously accepted that approach
Ve would very nuch have preferred to usethis Council to start the negotiation6 for

Peace. .| repeat: this is a challenge. |f anybody wants to negotiate peace, this

table is available to him W fully endorse that.
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Ve want peace to spare our children and those children living in our houses from
the threat of elimnation, fromthe threat of being the fourth generation to live
in a garrison State nanmed Israel, or being the fourth generation to live in
Palestinian refugee canps. W want themall to live in peace and harnony in their
own hores.

The PLOis not |ooking for a way out. The pro has shown every single sign
that we want the process of a peaceful solution, a political settlement. As a
matter of fact, it was at Amman that the PLO insisted on bringing this issue to the

summ t, which was originally meant to be an extraordinary sunmt to deal with only

one item nanely, the Irag-Iran war and the situation in the qult.

we just would not |ike to open the books about collaboration with the Nazis.
The Irgun zZvai Leumi, which is the party of M. Begin and his |ikes, was openly and
in public making statenents that they should ally thenselves with Htler, because
they had mutual.and common interests. 'And the renowned and respected Professor
Al bert Einstein andothers like himdid not hesitate to pat a big advertisenment

The New York Tines asking that Begin and his |ikes, who were Nazis, not be

permtted to desecrate the soil of the United States.

Ve are here to address an inmediate issue, which is a derivative of prolonged
occupation. Ve hope that this Council will convene cne day, the sooner the better,
to consi der ways and neans to bring about conprehensive peace and convert the
discussion at this table fromaccusations to positive negotiations.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fromRussian): There are no further

speakers on ny list. The next neeting of the Security Council to continue
consideration of this agenda itemw || take place on Monday, 14 December 1987, in

the afternoon, at a time to be announced [ater.
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| should like to rem nd menbers that we have already agreed to neet }Jn Monday
to Consider the question of the continuation of the mandate of the Uniteci Nat i ons

Peace- keepi ng Force 'in Grprus. |

The neeting rose at 8.35 p.m




