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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m. 

ADOPPIONOFTHE AGENDA ' 

The agenda was adopted. 

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES 
.' 

REPORT SUBMITTED 'IO THE SECURITY COUNCIL BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 605 (1,987) (S/19443) 

The PRESIDENTS In acoordance with the decisions taken at the previous 

meetings on this item, I invite the representative of the Palestine Liberation 

Organization to take a place at the Council table; I invite the representatives of 

Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco and the Syrian Arab Republic to take 

the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber. 

. At the invitation of the President, Mr. Terzi (Palestine Liberat,ion 

Organizaeion) .. 

Mr. Badawi (Egypt), Mr. Salah (Jordan), Mr;,Abulhasan (Kuwait), Mr. ,Slaoui . . . 

(Morocco), and Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic) took the places reserved for 

them at the side of the Council Chamber.--"“‘ '- "- I 
I 

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that Ishave received 

letters from the representatives of Israel, the Libyan Arab Jamah ir-iya, Malaysia, 

Qatar and the Sudan'in which they request to be iniiteh to participate in the 

discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. In confcrmity with'the usual 

practice, I propose , with the consent of the Council, to invite those 

representatives to participate in the discussion without,the right .to vote, in . 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's 

provisional rules of procedure. 

There being no objection, it is so decided. 

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Netanyahu (Israel), .I&. Treiki (Libyan 

Arab Jamahiriya), Mr. Yusof (Malaysia), Mr. Al-Rawari (Qatar) and Mr. Adam (Sudan) 

took the places reserved for them atthe side of th,e,Council Chamber. 



I 
Jsq/va‘:. ‘. . S/P&2707 I . 

6 
* * 

The PRESIDENT: c The Security Cmncil. will ncrw resume its ccmsideratian af 4 

the item obl its agenda. -1 should like to draw the attention of tietiers of qe 

COunciII to document S/19459, which antains the text of a letter dated " . h '. * 

27 Jmaary 1988 Ora the Permanent Representative 2 33gyptk the Wniteh Nations 
+ . 
, * . .= 

addressed to the Secretary-General, .* _ _ . I . . ." '* 
The first speaker is the representative af ,Za&ia. 

I I 
Mri UJZE (Zambia) 3’ It is proper that I .shmld congratulate you, Sir, on ! ~ 

behalf.af the' Zanb ian delegation, at your accession to the high office of President 
L * 

of the Secuuity.Council for the manth c%January. We &mit,e the manner in whieh' 
r 

. . 

you have conducted the business of the Council during thie v&y busy mOnthi. Your 
.  .  

diiianatic skills have proved to be equal k the task at hand, . . 
_ 

. . 
-4 

I  a > ' 
by I also express my delegation's sincere felicftatians'ta your predecessor, 

Ambassador blanagov of the s&et Union, for the dynamic and able leadership that, P 
, , . 7 

he prmided during his term of afftce. His dedication to the%arch fog peace in . _ > 
the world today and his-unfailing courtesy de&e particular nrentian. F . . , 

,Xt:gaes 'without saying thpt 'the fateful events in .the occu'pied territ&. > -, 
-have once again produced &sting time fur the.Security Cuuncil. The Council has + 4 . : ', +. I 
‘to demokrati that it is an effective instrument f&k. the &nhan&ment df 

. 
multtlateealism in redressing situations that threaten in&rnatianal peace and 

security. We continue to be hopeful that tlhe concerns aat have been sb clearly 
I . 

expressed by leaders and ordinary citizek of-the world will, at this very crucial 

time; forcefully pers~a&the~Security Coukil to be decisive And ta live up to 
.- 

+xpectationti by -adopting measures for peace in the’ Middle as’t, 
. - 

In-my hu@le contributia to the worir of the S&utity Council -during its 

eatlier'.oanside~ation of ‘the situation in the occtipkd -Arab tecritaries Iast man& 
. . 

'I said then: 



JSWve 

. . 

- 
“The present 

WPV.2787 
7 

(Mr. Zuze, Zambia) 

unrest in the occupied terrf tories dannot ‘be viewed ‘in 

isolation. It results from a .deep-rooted sense of frustration and --. 

hopelessness. It is a reflection of indignation brought about by the 

-uncertainty of the realization of the rights of the Palestinian people. 

Israelus adamant refusal to comply with resolutions and decisions of the ’ 

security Council on the question of Palestine, in particular resolutions , 

242 (1967) and 338 (1973) , has left the oppressed and dispossessed Palestinian 

People with no alternative but to resort to .protests and other methods to free 

themselves. a (S/PV.2775, p. 23) ’ 

In the words .of the Secretary-General, Wr. Perez de Cuellar, &tained in his 

report to the Council pursuant to resolution 605 (1987), he rightly concludes, 

inter alia: 

“The unrest of the past six weeks has been an expression of the tiespair tid 

hopelessness felt by the population of the occupied territories, more than 

half of whom have known nothing but an ‘occupation that denies what they 

consider to be their legitimate rights: (S/19443;. para. 52) 

Nothing in the world can alter the reality of the current events in the 

occupied territories. Indeed, we thank the Secretary-General for this accurate 
: 

observation. We thank him also for his oomprehensive and detailed report on the 

situation in the occupied territories and the tecommendations he has made for the 

attainment of lasting peace in the entire Middle East region. We hold the view ,. 

that continued denial of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to 

self-determination and national independence is the root cause of the continuing 

unrest in the .occupied territories. 



JSM/ve s/Pv. 2707 
8 

(Mr. Zuze, Zambia) 

It is our understanding that Israel justifies its right to. ,order the. 

expulsions of Palestinians by invoking British laws which’the Israelis considered 

illegal when Britain was ruling Palestine before 1948. Military Order 224 upholds 

the British Mandate (Emergency) Regulations of 1945. These laws permit demolition 

of houses of security offenders , and ‘indefinite detention without trial-. , 

Regulation 12 of the regulations gives the military Government the right to deport 

individuals for the purpose of securing public safety or the suppression of riots l 

frOniCally, this regulation was used to send the current Prime Minister Shamir to a 

prisan camp in East Africa in 1947 for anti-British activity. However, it must be 

clear to all who are in contact with this question that the Fourth Geneva 

Convention of 1949 makes deportation illegal. 

We believe that the surprise and spontaneous nature of the riots is an 

-indication that they were not -instigated by the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO). Had there been a planned riot, the intelligence service would 

have picked it up in good time. , There are no knives. or guns in these riots - ,onlY 

stones. Rioters have not tried to disguise themselves. These rioters are not 

Pm-trained so-called terrorists. 

Let me reiterate the fact that it is in Israel’s own long-term interest that a 

just, comprehensive and lasting solution to this vexing problem be found 80011 

through the implementation of ‘Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 

338 (1973). Ad hoc arrangements will simply not do and are.no’substitute for a 

negotiated Sett.leIWnt to the Palestinian problem be-use they breed and heighten 

feelings of mistrust and hatred. Our considered view is that the proposed 

international peace Conference on the Middle East should be cx>nvened soon under the 

auspices of the United-Nations so that a political process for the attainment of 
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peace and stability in the Middle East can be achieved. There can be AO. peace’in 

the Middle Past unless the inalienable righti Of‘ <he Palestinian people to 

self -de termination and iridependence are jus’tly addressed, for it is undeniable that 

the qUeStiOn of Palestine is the core of the‘niddle Past problem, 

The United Nations Charter upholds the cardinal principle Of peaceful 

coexistence among nations. It is a principle which we in Zambia hold so dear and 

cherish. We hold the view that all Member States of the United .Nations which by 

joining this Ommunity of nations have pledged to fulfil in good’ faith the 

Obligations assumed by them in accordance with the Charter should s.crupUlOuSlY 

adhere to its PrWiSiOns On good neighbourliness and respect for the sanctity of 

international boundaries. In 1948, by resolution‘ -191 (Ir), the United Nations 

partitioned the land of Palestine to provide for the creation of a Jewish State and 

a Palestinian State. The boundaries were clearly marked and are to date 

interaatiOnally recognized. The Israeli usurpation of Arab lafid and the 

establishment of settlements on th0se territories cannot alter the PartLtion Plan- 

The inviolability of the boundaries , a-s demarcated then by the United Nzitions, must 

be respected by all. 
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The Security Council is meeting to consider the current unrest in the occupied 

territories. while it is important that the Council, which is charged with the 

primary responsibility for the .maintenance of international peace and securityr 

Should unequivocally pronounce itself on the situation now prevailing in the 

occupied territories, it is of even greater importance that the root cause of the 

Unrest is carefully analysed and recognized and meaningful remedial measures taken 

to bring peace to the entire region.. 

The situation in the Middle East is deteriorating daily owing to Israel's 

inhuman practices in the occupied territories and its negative attitude towards the 

.peaCe initiatives of the United Nations. It is a situation which requires serious 

thinking, the good leadership of international leaders, and a spirit Of 

accommodation and compromise. To this end, we call on Israel, the occupying Power, 

to look to the future with a solemn promise: a promise to end its occupation of 

all Arab territories, to dismantle its settlements in those occupied territories, 

and to abide by United Rations resolutions and decisions on the question of 

Palestine. Only then will Israel live.peacefully within internationally recognized 

boundaries, side by side with its Arab neighbours. 

Let Us pledge to do'our utmost to bring peace and-stability to that troubled 

region. The Palestinian people have suffered for too long, They too need peace, 

freedomand independence in order to.live in dignity as a people. We must not fail 

them. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Zambia for his kind words 

about me. 

Mr. BElDt?D~V (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): Events of the recent past have once again caused the Security Council 

to focus on the dangerous situation in the Middle East , which. has not only taken 
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its toll on the.situatian in the region itself but is also One of the most serious 
., 

obstacles TV the building of,a safe world. Present developments in the Middle East 

are, as is well known, the result of the violence and tyrannical behavionr of the 

Israeli authorities against the Palestinians in the occupied territories. 

The Secretary-General’s report submitted’ pursuant to ‘Security Council 
t, 

resolution 605 (1987) fully confirms that fact and .that the mass demonstrations of 

Palestinians in the territories occupied by Israel .have taken on the dimensions of 

a popular upr is ing. The Sectetary-GeneralDs report gives us substantial food -for 

thought. It convincingly sets forth the full. tragedy of the situation of the 
! 

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaia; it gives a factual account of the 

casualties that have occurred among the civilian population, quoting facts of mass 

arrest;s, deportations and other gross violations of’ fundamental.human rights. The 

report reaches .the conclusion that there has been a disruption of the normal Course 

of life in Gaza and points out *that Israeli policy is deliberately [designed] to 

obstruct the economic development .of -the territories” (S/19443, para. 49) ._ and. 

"keeping them as a .,. source of cheap labour for Israel”. (S/19443, para. 15, (g)) 

The latest reports from the occupied territories demonstrate the further 

increase of the terror, the mass beating .oi Palestinians by Isr aelf soldiers ‘and a 

new wave of arrests and pogroms. The Israeli authorities have- pitted a-gainst ,: 
unar.med demanstrators reinforced contingents of- the army and the police, tanks and 

* I 

armored personnel-carriers; they have been setting ‘up massacres in the refugee 

camps. ', 

In this connection, I wish to refer to The, New York Times .of 24 January, in 

which .was published a statement by Mr. Rabin;.-the Isaeli D&fence Minister, who 

openly stated that- “the first priority goes to the use of force, power and 
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beatings’. That rauires no comment. Mr. Rabin’s utterances confirm that now and 

over -the 20 years that the occupation has lasted Israel has been relying on the 

“iron fist” policy of cruelty and force, hoping in this way to be able to break the 

resistance of the Palestinians. .The shortsightedness of that policy is evident. 

The most recent events in the West Bank and Gaza have demonstrated yet again, and 

very persuasively, the futility of Israel’s reliance on force; We can all see that 

the Palestinian inhabitants of ‘those territories have been defending in a 

Self-Sacrificing manner their legitimate rights and ,angrily protesting against .the - 

occupation, and that the repression has not broken their will. The Soviet Union 

wishes to express its solidarity with that valiant struggle of the Palestinians. 

In the Secretary-General’s report under consideration by the Council we also 

find a number of practical recommendations to alleviate the lot of the Palestinians : 

in the territories occupied by Israel. Emphasis is placed in particular on the. 

need for the Council to appeal to the parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention 

Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War to try to persuade 

the Government of Israel to -change its position on the applicability of th& i 

Convention to the West Bank and Gaza which it occupies. The report emphasizes the 

desirability of making broader use of the capabilitites of the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees .in the Near East (UNRWA) and the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) ; it refers to the possibility of 

sending military observers to the occupied territories, and SO on. . 

The report also refers to the possibility of using measures such as the 

dispatch of United Nations forces, the establishment of a trusteeship System for 

United Nations administration and employing measures in Chapter VII of the Charter 

if necessary to that end. It points out that: those steps should‘not be overlooked, 

because .they could .well prove to be’potentially valuable. 
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At the same time, the Secretary-General reaches the unambiguous conclusicn that 

."such measures ‘to enhance the safety and protection. of the Palestinian people’. 

of ‘the territories, ur&tly required though they are, will neither reniove the 

causes of the' tragic events which brompted Securi’ty Council resolution 

605 (19’87)’ nor bring peace to the region”. (s/19443, para.. 52) 

The report observes that the .probl&n of the '&cupi&d territories can be ‘rekolved 

~cnly~~through a political settlement tak-ing f&y into account the’iegitimate fights 
. . 

of th&.balestinian people, including selfdetermination. The kecretbry-General 

emphasizes that 

"Such a settlement' should .be negotiated by means ‘of’ an international 

.donfer&ce under United I%ations aluspices ; with the ParticLpation of- all 

parties concernedw. (Para. 53) 
: . . 

In the context of develupnents. in the Middle East conflict, it is partikularly 

significant that there has been very b&c acknowledgement that su&a conferentie 
.. ( 

iS the Only realistic way to bring about a just settlemnt in the Middle l&St. The '. 

proposal -for the convening of an ~intern&tfcnal conferenCe has al&o'tion the broadest 

support at the United Nations, which reflects.the'cOnvictian of an absolute 

majority of members of the interndtional communiky that only--that. international 

forum can bring long overdue peace to the peoples of the Middle l&St and guarantee 

their right to national scvereignty,’ security and development. 

But if we are ix? aizhieve ,that goal we must first abandon the. stereOtyped_ 

notion that upholding one party's right to in’dependent existence and security 

automatically means,nullifying:that of the other party. 'We must'abandon'the -' 

stereotypeof viewing one.another only-through the prism of h&tilityi:hatred and 

intolerance. The G&era1 Secretary of .the Central Committee -of the'Co@nunist Party 

of the Soviet Union, Comrade Mikhail S; Gorbachev, has studied'the~si&atiOn in fkie 
.* 
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region and wrote in his book Perestroika: New Thinkingi for Our country and the 

world that 

We think that, given the existing situation, it will be.difficult to 

achieve harmony among the interests of the parties to the conflict. But. it 

essential that we search for a common denominator in the interests of the 

Arabs, Israel, Israel’s neighbours and other States. That is precisely the I., 

purpose of our .lcng-standing initiative to convene an international conference I. ‘ 

on the Middle East”. ’ 

We are now face to face with the task of finding the urgent action that needs, 

t0 be taken to eliminate the danger, in the Middle East hy political means: through 

collective efforts. Promisin,g developments’ in international affairs have created a 

favourabl.e atmosphere for this. The international community has clearly expressed 

its unconditional interest in guaranteeing a radical change in the Middle East by 

convening an international peace conference to that-end, as recommended by the , ,. 

General Assembly. ,_ 

That is precisely the tone.,of the Soviet Union's most,recent initiative, as. : 

set out in the letter dated 19 January 1988 from Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

the USSR, Comrade E.A. .Shevardnadze addressed to the Secretary-General (S/19442)'. 

In his letter, the Soviet Foreign Minister stated his firm COnViCtiOn that the 

United Nations possesses both the high prestige, and the necessary potential to 

revitalizes the process 0f.a Middle East settlement. We believe that the Sec~$tY 

CWnCil, as the primary United Nations body responsible for the maintenance of 

universal peace, should be immediately involved in the practical process Of setsing 

up and putting in motion the mchanism.of~the international conference on the 

Middle &ast, which should be designed to find, on the basis of multilateral 

efforts, a reasonable balance ambng the interests of all the parties and to ensure 

lasting peace and secur Fty in the region. 
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Additionally, the Soidet Union has suggested that the members of the-Scurity 

-.Council proceed to ansultations'to oonsider the relevant questions,. The 

initiit.ive in this matter, we b&i&e, could belong to the permanent.memberG of the 

Council. . For our part, we are prepared to give careful tins-Meration to any '. 

: constructive ideas;.from whatever-quarter. .We believe too' that Security Coumdl 

Consultations could give added thrust to efforts t6 find a way out~of the Middle 
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East Impasse. 
' 

Conclusions and recommendations arrived at during such consultations 
. . 

could'be cmddered at a for&l meeting of the.Security Council. In view of the 

particular importance of. this question:for the maint&nce of internatWW. 

securftY,.we propose that such a meeting,should be held at the Foreign Minister 

level, 

The conference on the'Mi'ddle E&t must'have plenipo&ti&y status and. it must 

be a flexible, vital mechanism fok formulating mutually &zptable solutdons to the 

,whole c%xQlex of problem+, surrounding‘the Arab+Isrs&i conflict. It is important 
' 

that its formt shoulknot jeopardize the rights and' interests of any patty; 'and 
, A 

that Jt,uphold the principle of unc&dition&espect 'for the &verei@nty and". 
. 

independence df each State and for the right of each people to self-determinatfon 

and to an autonomous path to'developneni of .its awn choosing.’ 
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The convening of .the conference was unanimously-advocated by the participants 

in the Amman meeting of Heads of State and Government of the Arab countries. Their .> 

unity in this respect constitutes an effective basis for the realization of the 

idea of the conference on the Middle East. The Heads of State and Government of 

the Islamic countries, at a conference held in Kuwait, expressed themselves in a . 

s imflar way. 

Special emphasis must be placed on the',question of Palestinian 

representation. Since the Palestine question. is the core problem in the Middle 

East conflict, participation ,in the .work of the conference on an equal footing must 

be ensured for the Palestine Liberation Organizatia (PLO). The PLO enjoys 
.' 

_. 

authority alaong the Palestinians, which guarantees the acceptability of agreements 

arrived at for the Arab people of Palestine with the participation of the PLO= 

Both past experience and the present situation in the territories occupied by 

Israel make it quite clear 'that any decision adopted without taking .into account 7 

the PLO's opinion - in other words, without taking 'into account the opinion of the 

Palestinians themselves, whose representative the PLO is - will be doomed to 

failure. I 

The Security Council should n&w resolve to adopt. urgent measures to protect 

the Palestinian people, and should then concentrate its attention on the 

achievement of a comprehensive settlement' of the. Middle, East conflict. It is 

important that the negotiating process should begin to move ahead, so that the 

co-n healing of the Middle East wounds may begin now, without 'delay. 

At the same time, of course, the Soviet Union does not wish the course and 

form of the settlement and the very purposes of the process to harm the natural 

interests of any countries. We have no a priori hostility towards Israel. We 

recognize that State's sovereignty. We recognize its right to exist, its right to 

security. We are, however, against the policv pursued bv Israel, which has 
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inflicted such suffering on the peoples of the Middle East region. We regret that 

Tel Ad.17 continues to try to cover up its dismissal of the idea of an international 

conference by the use of all kinds of artificial pretexts. The reliance which has 

been placed by the ruling cir'cles of Israel on confrontation an6 on‘the imposition 

of their own will- this reliance is the very essence of its policy and practices 

towards the Palestinian people - is inhumane and shortsighted. 

We take this opportunity of calling once again on the Government of Israel to 

join in the broad international wnsensus in support of the conference, as well as 

in honest international efforts to find a stable, just peace in the Middle Edst, a 

peace that would be in the interests of.all States in the'Middle East. And we are 

quite convinced that this would'also be in the vital interests of the people of 

Israel itself. 

We share the Secretary-General's conclusion that 

"in urgent effort is required by'the international community, led by the 

Security Council, to promote an effective negotiating process", (S/19443, 

para. 20) 

States have the duty, which emanates from decisions by the General Assembly'at 

its forty-second session, to guarantee the promptest convening df a plenipotentiary 

international peace conference. The time has come for action. The events in the 

occupied territories are yet further proof that delays cost human lives, and 

increase suffering and aggravate the situation iii the Middle East. Delays serve 

only to increase tensions there, which can have extremely grave consequences* It 

fS llOW tble to Set developments in the Middle East on to the path of a peaceful 

settlement and to make the international conference a reality of our times. We are 

convinced, as is almost the entire international community, that there is no . 

alternative to that. 
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The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the representative Of Kuwait. I 

invite him to take a place at the Security Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. ARULHASAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): It is a pleasure 

for me to address the Security Council for the second time ,this month while you, 

Sir, are presiding over its deliberations On the current situation in the occupied 

Arab ter r itor ies . ‘No matter haw diverse may be the subjects under consideration 

here and no matter what effect they may have On, international peace and security I 

We are confident that your wide experience and your wisdom will ensure the success 

of the Council’s work. Indeed, you have already given us proof of your ability l 

I express our deep thanks and appreciation, too, to the Secretary-General for 

the detailed, indeed exhaustive, report he has submitted on this item. It is one 

of the most important documents ever put before the Security Council, because of 

the clear facts it contains and the objective way in which it sets forth all the 

dimensions of the current situation in the occupied Arab territories. 

I ‘wish also to thank Mr. Marrack Goulding, the Under-Secretary-General for 

Special Political Affairs, for the great efforts he made and the hardships he 

endured during his visit to the occupied Palestinian territories which made 

possible the preparation of this comprehensive report. It is our hope that the 

.reSult of the Security Council*s deliberations will be in accordance With the 

letter and spirit of the recommendations in .the report. 

The uprising by the Palestinian people has now entered its forty-ninth day. 

It continues to escalate and now encompasses all Palestinian towns and villages,. 

including those occupied in 1948. This spontaneous uprising has been caused by the 

injustice felt by the Palestinian people and *their rejection of tyranny. What they 

have endured has given rise to a feeling of frustration and a loss of faith in 

anyone but almighty God and themselves. 
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In expressing the feelings of the ‘Emir, Government and p&ple of Kuwait, and 

those of the Muslim States, His Highness the mir of Kuwait, the Chairman of the 

Islamic Conference, has said: . 

"This uprising is the consequence of the humiliation and oppression meted 

out by'the Israeli authorities to our brother's in the occupied-terri.tories. 

It also results fr&arbitrary measures, the denial of all human r,ights and 

the use of all fornisof injustice and tyranny. All this stirred in their 

hearts overwhelming indignation that exploded in'the face of tyranny and 

oppression, indignation born of the patriotic feelings of the Palestinian 

people and not directed by certain leaders or from certain quarters. That 

indignation springs directly from a sense.of frustration and hopelessness and 

is a clear expression of a determination to make sacrifices, whatever they rniy 

be, using all available means to manifes't their'complete rejection cf all 

forms of occupation and their-yearning for the testcration.of freedom.and 

dignity." 
.' 

The uprising is 'the beginning of a new stage in the struggle. It affirms the 

rejection by'palestinians of all'ages and walks of life of the occupation under 

which they have languished for the last 20 years-. * and it reaffirms that continued 

occupation of the Arab territories will lead t& further bloodshed. 

The international community is~concerned, as it must be, at the situation in 

the occupied Arab territories. 'Causes for concern abound in the 

Secretary-Ceneral@s teport: Israel'% violations of human rights in the occupied 

Arab territories and its use of new and horrendous forms of abuse such as the 

iron-fist policy, force and beatings. * The Minister cf Defence of Israel has 

boasted of the effectiveness of such policies in suppressing the uprising, in 

particular ‘during the’ so-called week of'the stick, which resulted in the 
/ 
I 

hospitalizaticn.Qs_f h&dreds of Pdlestinign children and elder& people whose-bones 
I ., ._ 
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were broken as a result of their being beaten by Israeli soldiers with sticks, 

fists and rifle butts, without discrimination or consideration as to age. 

fsrael's contempt for the United Nations and its organs, in particular the 

Security Council, is manifested in its rejection of Security Council 

resolution 605 (i987) and all previous and subsequent relevant resolutions. 

The Secretary-General's report proves that fsrael does not believe the , 

Security Council has a role to play in the protection and safety of Palestinian 

civilians kder hits occupation , whose security is inseparable from the security of 

the Middle East and the whole world. 

As an occupying Power, Israel does not fulfil its duty of protecting the 

Palestinian civilians in accordance with international laws and instruments1 that 

iS clearly sham by its refusal to recognize-the applicab%X.&&y, of the Fourth.Geneva 

Convention-of $949 to the occupied Arab territories in contravention Of the ->. 
international consensus mentioned in the Secretary-General's report, which confirms 

that that Convention is applicable to the occupied Arab territories.. 

In an attempt to justify its violation of that Convention, Israel uses 

pretexts.that reflectits expansionist ambitions and policies. Those pretexts are 

unacceptable to us, to the international community and to the International 

Committee of the F&d Crass (ICRC), and they are certainly unacceptable to the 

Contracting Parties to the Convention. Those violations, which have become very 

well known to all, have repeatedly been mentioned since 1970 in ,the annual repoits 

of the 1(3X, which is responsible for the Geneva Conventions of 1949. In addition 

those violations have been the subject of many Security Council resolutions. 

We support the recommendations made by the Secretary-General with a view to 

dealing with the present situation in the occupied Arab territories. pe believe 

that the best,solution of this question has two complementary and inseparable 

aspects, one short-term and one long-term. The short-term aspect pertains to 
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ensuring the protection and’safety of the’.civilian population in the occupied Arab 

territories: the other is squarely based on dealing with th’e Palestinian question 

comprehensively as a political question and not a question of refugees, so as to 
, > 

achieve a just peaceful settlement. 

In order to prevent the deliberations and resolutions of the Security Council 
. . 

becoming palliatives, we believe an urgent effort should now be made to ensure the 

PrOteCtiOn and safety of the civilian population in the occupied Arab territorges. 

That cannot be achieved if it is not impressed upon israe that, as an OCCWYiW 
. i .,. 

Power, it is responsible for the protection and safety of the civilian population 
. 

under its occupaticn through its acceptance of the applicability of the Fourth 

Geneva Convention to the Arab terri&ies under its occupation, which should lead 

to the immediate cessation of all its violations of human rights in the occupied 

Arab territories. Responsibility for convincing fsrael of that rests with the 
_ ._ 

Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention, which undertook to respect and 
. 

to ensure respect for the Convention under all circumstances. We therefore support 
. _’ : 

the idea of addressing an official call to the Contracting Parties to the 

Convention to use all the means’at their disposal to persuade the Government of 
.’ 

Israel of the need to apply the Convention. 
,. 

As for the other aspect of the solution of the Palestinian question, as 
_‘. 

Islamic States we continue to believe that a peaceful settlement can be attained 

given the will to do so. 
_. . . ” 

The Muslim world's commitment to the &akeful solution of 
I 

that question has been confirmed by the Arab Peace Plan of Fez of 1983, which Was 

adopted also by the Fifth Summit Meeting of the fslamic Ccnference, held in Kuwait 
^ ’ ~. 

last year, and reaffirmed at the latest Arab summit, held in Jordan in 1987. Fhat . . -. ' 
co@aitment is reflected in the Arab world’s call for the convening of an 

international peace conference on the Middle East. We believe that that is the 

a%xt appropriate way to achieve such as settlement. 
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In iieG’i3f the Security Council’s mandate, we call upon it to make an urgent 
‘. , 

effort.to promote the drive towards a.peaceful settlement and help to provide a 
.:. 

favourable climate for success. The”idea of an international peace conference on 
‘. I 

the Middle East constitutes a recognition of the role of the Security Council in 

the solution of the conflict; its permanent members would participate in Such a 

conference, in addition to the parties to the conflict, including the Pales tine 

Liberation Organization (Pm), the sole, legitimate representative of the 

Palestinian people. 
,“, 1 

Such an international conference can achieve a settlement ensuring the 
. 

withdrawal of Israeli forces ‘from all the occupied Arab territories, including 
~ 

Al-Quds Al-Sharif , Holy Jerusalem , the return of the Palestinian refugees to their 
I 

homes, the establishment of an independent Palestinian State and the restoration of 
, __ 

security and stability of the Middle East. 
.’ : 

The ‘PRESIDENT: 
.’ 

.L thank the representative of Kuwait for his kind words 
.’ 

about me. 
: 

Mr.’ DJ&DI (Algeria)’ (interpretation from French): The Security Council 

has resumed its consideration of the situation in the occupied Arab territories in 

the light of the report submitted by ‘the Secretary-General in accordance with the 
1 

mandate conferred upon him in resolution 605 (1988). My delegation takes this 

opportufty to express its appreciation ti the Secretary-General for the diligence 
* 

with which he has carried out his task and to congratulate Under-Secretary-General 

War-rack’ Goulding for Ohis lofty sense of responsibility in carrying out his mission 
.’ 

notwithstanding the many obstacles he encountered. 

In ‘its objective and succinct account of. the basic facts, this report leaves 
. _: 

no doubt about the. nature of the events taking place in the occupied Arab’ 
.’ : 

terr itor ies . 
, 
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As a.descriptim of what is being dam to the Palestinian victims-in the- I. .* 

occupied territ6ries,' the repmt is m impaXial indictments of the Xsraeli fames 

of occupation wha are guilty of systematic vhlatitins of the.Fouirth'Geriewi 

C.awentien l 

Finally, if understood with lucidity I the r-epart. indicates hti W enswe that :' 

these events,-however tragic they array be - - &x3 they are indeed tragic - wiU not be 
I 

trivialized, and'oon-entrates on what is really at stake in this: situatiun+nangly, 

.peack in th&egion, formall* enshrining -in this very body the elements and the 

fra&work.of a jast ana lasting settI.emnt.of the MMdle East confli&, '_.'.' 

WLth regard to 'the nature of the events taki~~~'pl&ce -in the occupied Arab 

territaries, what has happened over the @sti few weeks and has led to the present 

report and what continues t&take place todaysis - in‘ all th&historic dimensbns 

it is fitting to invuke today - nothing less &an the popular wilf' in action, er-' 

gerMa uprising against occupation, . No me who h&s eel: experienced faCei@ 

domination or:tilmial dominati& nb on&who has’ ever Erely.obser.ved.the lessc%m 

of history carr: be mis<ak&t. Iti~PaPestine'.toda~~ a& elsewhere in- the WOfld iriot very 

lmg agO, ‘there *exist clearly identifiable &ar’acteristic asp0e~s aE m fntilerable 

situation for a people that ha's deci'ded to put- m end to xzcupation. Indeed, this 
. , 

deci.sim had ku be widespread in nature'and general ti 'smpe, it..had' to express a 

rejectfan that could no 16nger be doubted by those who are the most complaCent< 

repressiorI, for the ilcre'!versibleLmomentum of-a subjected people to coartinue and be 

strengthened in its affirmation ai a nation and hence- tc“claim iti. tight to . 
, 

establish its-'.own'State. 

Nothing c&W be further” from the’ truth, nothing could tie’ furthki' fi:tim the 

courage required by the truti-th& to. se& in these bvents only the faiIurer bf the . 

.  
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occupier-. to assume a more human guise. History gives no &campl& of a people that 

has’ lived on good terms with their exploiters. A temporary compliant attitude of.6 

people towards the occupier should be seen only. as a necessary stage for the 

rallying.Of its forces.: When .the. tragedy of domination goes on unabated, any 

_ appearance of calm will inevitably be ‘followed, by the’ most vigorous resistance. 
.’ . 

Throughout .history the colonized and the ‘oppr.essed h&e always abhorred 

domination and those who practise domination. Highlighted by the scope of the 
. 

coverage it has received , this truth is today.expressed by the oppressed people’s 

recourse to .even the :most .derisory means of’ s‘truggle; It is also the anachronistic. 

negation of this truth which is expressed in the’rage of the occupier’ in its 

obstinacy to oppose the struggle with the most ‘savage brutality. 
. 

The mad pursuit by the Zionist leaders of their. futile goal to break the 

resistance of the Palestinian people had, by the very logic of oppression, to lead 

to a belief in the need to k.Ul defenceless civilians and in the brazen claim of 

legitimate self -defenca. What must be ensured is the defence of the.PaleStinian 

people whose existence and .integrity is threatened by the advocates of tin openly 

proclaimed plan , namely, the Zionization of Palestine. Hence one cannot:be 

surpr&3&by the, stubborn&s of the Zionist rdgime in rejecting the applicability 
1 

of the., Fourth Geneva Convention & the occupied territories and da-ily to violate 

its ,provisions. 
i .’ 

HOW can anyone fail’to see Jn the crimes and the faits.accomplis what in the, 

ftnal analysis is implied in such a rejection end in such infractions? No one can 

‘possibly doubt that these unlawful .acts &nstitute in fact the’ very means Whereby 
. . ; 

to pursue lan annexationist en.terprise. .- ‘. ., 
Would a mere formal acceptance of the applicability of the Fourth Geneva 

:. . 
Convention contribute to defusing the Middle East crisis, which, moreover, flies in 

, 
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the face of the fundamental principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition Of 

territory by the use of force and of the right of a people to self-determination? 

Could its effective application only soften the ugly features of an occupation 

which has been experienced as daily humiliation? 

In any attempt to end the present crisis a distinction must be drawn between 

palliatives and a just and lasting solution, Only 'if they are taken in order to 

promote a just and lasting solution will the urgent measures dictated by the 

situation in the occupied territories not only ease guilty consciences but also 

satisfy the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people. 

Rence, if ail ways and means to ensure protection must be envisaged in order 
. 

effectively to guarantee respect for the physical integrity, the property and the 

dignity of the Palestinians under occupation and if in this connection urgent 

measures must be taken to enforce the application of the Fourth GeneGa Convention 

and provide for sending United Nations observers , it is necessary to bear in mind 

the basis of the Secretary-General's conclusions, thatis, that there can be no 

peace in the region without a comprehensive , just and lasting settlement taking due 

account of the right to selfLdetermina t&n of the Palestinian people. 
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while at times 'the tragedy of the Palestinians may seem to be unfolding in an 

atmosphere of indifference, their cause must not be forgotten. Carried by the 

vital forces of the people, their struggle has'gained impetus and is being pursued 

in the very place where they intend to establish their awn state. The Palestinians 

have thereby reaffirmed their determination to live as a free nation in the very 

place where the Zionist occupiers-deny their right to existence as a people, hnd 

they remind us that the question of Palestine, now more than ever, is at the heart 

of the Middle East problem. 

That is a reality which the General Assembly has long recognized in calling 

for restoration of all the national rights of the Palestinian people, including its 

right to independent statehood, recognizing the Palestine Liberation Organization 

as its sole, legitimate representative and affirming the need to convene an 

international conference, the only appropriate frametiork for implementing those 

rights, and to bring about a lasting settlement to the Middle East conflict. .It 

would exclude any settlement that was not comprehensive; it would disqualify any 

party other than the Palestine Liberation Organization from representing the 

Palestinian people and negotiating in its name ; and it would designate the United 

Nations as the only appropriate multilateral framework. 

The Secretary-General himself has spared no effort to promote such a framework 

for a solution that would ensure a durable peace. The Security Council must today 

rally the unanimus suppart of its permanent metiers behind this initiative. 

Indeed, as is generally recognized, there is simply no alternative to it. 

Today we have an opportunity of historic dimensions. The Security Council 

must grasp this opportunity and , on behalf of the international community, show 

that it has the oourage and determination expected of it by the inhabitants of the 

occupied Arab territories. It must create what has been recognized as an 
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appropriate framework to.promte a -just and lasting settlement of the problemr . 

finally consecrating thereby the Palestinian people's right to s.elf-determination. 

Mr. EEJIC (Yugoslavia): The explosive situation in the .occupied 

terrktiries, the spontaneous resistance and the virtual ripr ising of the Palestinian 

people have met with the unrestrained force of the occupation authbritles and.have 

been in the focus of international attention foi-aikst two months n&, $t is 
_' 

understandable, therefore, 'kha.t the developmeits in the occupied territories have 

Pr-=pied the Security 'Council and will continue to do so until a comprehensive, 

just and lasting solution is found to the Middle East crisis and to the Palestinian 

problem, which is at its cbre. 

'The Secretary-General's report on the situation in the occupied territories, 

which this meeting has been convened to consider, states that the unrest and 

demonstrations of the Palestinian population are an expression of despair and 

hopelessness, as a consequence of the situation created by Israel*$ 2D-year 

occupation and the Palestinians? refusal,'made known in ia voice, -to Live under 
i.' 

continued Israeli rule. In no ‘small measure the current situation is. also the 

result of the systematic and stubborn'denial and persistent violation.&the 

legitimate rights and interests of the Palestinian pe&le to decide their own 

destiny freely and independentJ.y, .; ~ 

The Secretary-General's report has.more meriti than one: not only.does it 
.' . 

present a,true picture of the situation in the occupied territories end sugges-t 

measures to alleviate the plight of the Palestinians, but it also points to, the 

only possible way for the international*co&unity and the Security 'C~t&fl to open 
I 

up a process for the peaceful solution of this t&&is, 

The virulence of the resistance and unrest.comks as a surprise only”to.those 

circles in Israel that have deluded themselves for over 20 years that the 
: 
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occupation would eventually become legalized and that it is possible to build one’s 

security’on the basis of the-se&lance of military might, and on a policy of 

expansion and repression. The Israeli.occupying forces’ brutal acts and measures 

which, according to media reports and all the reports that we have received, have 

claimed 38 Palestinian lives are a cause of serious concern, censure and 

condennation by the entire international comonunity; including Israel’s close 

friends and allies. 

The latest events are telling proof of a strong motivation behind the 

readiness of Palestinian children and youth to confront Israeli occupation 

authorities bare-handed. At the same time, this is a signal massage to all that 

the Palestinian people will no longer acquiesce either to being ruled or to having 

their destiny decided by others. 

We have noted that the highest ranking representatives of Israel have 

corrected their former assertions that the revolt and unrest of the Palestinian 

people have been inspired from outside. Similarly,) there is evidence of a growing 

awareness in-Israel itself that it is necessary to create conditions for a ’ 

political solution of the problem. It should be recalled, however, that the 

beating, deportation, intimidation and humiliation of detainees and the Other 
9 

ruthless and extremely inhuman acts of the occupation authorities against human 

dignity far from contribute to the creation of such conditions. 

It iS therefore even. mxe surprising that -the leaders of a country whose 

people experienced untold suffer.ings in the not-too-distant past should resort to 

brute force against those struggling for freedom and human dignity, for the 

preservation of their national identity and their own homeland. 

The international community, and the Security Council in particular, are 

therefore not only in duty bound but morally obliged to react to such a situation 

. 
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and to demand that resolute measures be taken to irverconie it. The adoption of 

three resolutions by the .Security Council requesting Xsrael, inter alia, to comply 

fully withand implement the Fourth Geneva Convention ‘Relative to the Protection of 

Civilian PersCnS in Time of War ,‘with respect to ‘the occupied Palestinian 

territories, is only part of the measures that should be taken to alleviate the, 

situation. As the Secretary-General’s report states,’ regrettably even. those 

minimum de&ds have been stubbornly rejected by’ the Israeli representatives in 

their contacts .with the Secretary-General’s special -envoy,‘~r. Coulding. I must 

express' my delegation's ,apprec’iation for the way in which Mr. Goulding conducted 

his activities while in Israel, in a very difficult situation. 

It is high time that Israel faced the reality that there kan be, no peace and 

security for any country in the region as long as it continues to occupy foreign 

lands. Continued occupation , as well..as other factors, will in the’ future be’ a 

source of continuing trials and instability for Israel itself. 

Let there‘be no doubt that I am‘speaking with the bes-t of intentions in mind 

and with no animosity. We consider that the dontinuation of the occupation and the 

persistent rejection.and postponement’ of the process of a just and lasting SOlutiOn 

Of the Palestinian. problem on the basis of meeting the authentic interests and . 

aspirations of the Palestinian people and, the legitimate needs of Israel do : 

irreparable damage. to Israel as well. In this ‘context, I wish to recall that, - 

prior to the June 1967 war and the‘occupzition of the Arab territories, Yugoslavia 

had maintained good relations with 1.sraei. ..-I ‘. 

It is’ our sincere hope that the awareness of the untenability‘of the- - 

occupation has begun to materialize in .some political cir’cles in Israel,. ,:It -is 

al&hoped that those circles will draw the appropriate conclusions from the, tragic 

events-of the past few weeks, the end of which, I am sorry to say;is not ~6% in 

sight e. 
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The situation in the occupied territories is very difficult indeed. Yet it 

presents us with a unique opportunity to address, through the efforts of the 

international community, and particularly through the commitment of the Security 

Council, the root causes of the confliot.and to find the ways and means for opening. 

the process of political solution of the problem. ,We.fully share the opinion of 

the Secretary-General that negotiations leading to a solution will be very 

difficult.'. Decades.of mistrust,and intolerance have left deep and indelible : 

scars. Yet the Palestinian question is a reality-which demands urgent attention 

and immediate solution, regardless of all ,the.attempts, to side-track it in Middle 

East deuelopnents. The Palestinian population in the occupied territories has 

shown that it refuses $0 allow its destiny .to be decided by others on its behalf. 

The raost realistic and acceptable way out of the present situation is the 

early convening of an international peace-conference, under United Nations 

auspices , with the equal par ticipatkon of all directly interested parties, 

including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). In that context, we 

ansider itnecessarty'to oomilrence hWdiately serious and substantive consultatfons 

within the Security Council among all- directLy interested parties and those Who, ,by 

their sug.gestions and proposals, can make a constructive contribution .to finding' 

the most acceptable basis for a genuine breakthrough in the peace process. It is 

with this in rpind that we subscribe to the views and recommendations of the 

Secretary-General contained in his report. 

As a non-aligned country and a member pf the Security.Council, Yugoslavia will 

spare no possible<effort to bring about ,that goal. This is the crucial moment: we 

must not @ss this opportunity .to ,fulfiL the ,joint,historical obligation and debt. 

to the four-decade-long tragedy of.the Palestinian people.. Each and every 

poStponemnt.of.the solution will lead to further deterioration of the situation 
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and to greater tension. After all, the Middle East crisis has been one of the most 

dangerous hotbeds of tension in the world in. the past 40 years, with unforeseeable 

consequences for its peace and security. 

Mr. KIKWCX‘I (Japan) t. Although the end of the mnth is at hand, as this 

is the first time I have spoken this month, allow me to express my pleasure at 

seeing you, Sir, prefde over the Council’s deliberations. I am confident that 

with the benefit of your rich experience and diplomatic skill, which I have known 

from my long personal and professional association with you, and which you have so 

amply demonstrated thoughout the month, the Council’s deliberations will prove 

fruitful. 

.-I also wish to thank your predecessor ,’ Ambassador Belonogov of the Soviet 

Union, for the excellent manner in which he conducted the Coticil's work during his 
‘, 

presidency in December. 

At the Outset, Japan wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the 

Secretary-Generai for his dedicated efforts in discharging the mandate entrusted t0 

him by resolution 605 (1987). We thank him in particular for the well-balanced 

report he submitted to the Security Council, ,which provides us with detailed and 

considered views concerning the need to ensure the safety of the Pales tin fan 
1 

civilians under Israeli occupation. Our appreciation goes also to 

Under-Secretary-Gener 41 Goulding for his thorough and painstak ing inves tigatibn of 

the situation in the occupied Arab territories. Given the very difficult 

cirCuI@stanceS surrounding his visit to the area, Mt. Goulding’s efforts are all the 

more commendable. 

Japan is deeply concerned by the recurrent violence in the occupied Arab 

territories and the almost daily reports of additional casualties among the 

Palestinian civilian population. We find it deplorable that Israel, in -utter 
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disregard of resolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1987) and 608 (1987), continues to insist 

that the Fourth Geneva Convention does not apply to the situation in the occupied 

territories and refuses to change its position on the deportation of Palestinians. 

Japan fully concurs with the Secretary-General’s’view , as expressed in the report, 
, 

that Israel must accept the de jure applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

of 1949 in the occupied territories and protect the civilian population there. 

Japan also supports the recommendation contained in the Secretary-General’s report 

that the Security Council appeal. to all the High Contracting ‘Par ties tc’ the Fourth 

Geneva Convention that have diplomatic relations with Israel% 

. . . . to use all the means at their disposal to persuade the Government of 

Israel to change its position as regards the applicability of the 

Convention i w 
,. 

(S/19443, para. 27) 

The report refers to the roles which the’Internationa1 Committee of the Red 

Cross (f(X) and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) are playing in 

providing legal protection and general assistance to the Palestinian people in 

those territories. Japan highly commends both organizations for the efforts they 

are -king in behalf of the Palestinian civilians under extremely difficult and, 

indeed, dangerous condi t ions. In meeting the basic human needs of the Palestinian 

people, and thereby contributing tc the stability of the region, lJNRWA is playing a 

par titularly valuable role. Japan takes note of the appeal which the report makes 

to meI@her States for further codperation with UNRWA and wishes to reaffirm Japan’s . 

own strong and continued support for that indispensable Agency. 

MXeover, Japan is deeply disturbed by the deter ior sting economic and social 

conditions in the Israeli occupied territories. While recognizing that the 

situation cannot be resolved until a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli 

conflict is achieved, Japan believes that the immediate need to help improve the 
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living conditions of the Palestinian people is of no less importance. In response 

to this need, the Japanese Government, for its part, is ready to contribute, 

pending approval of the budget by our Parliament, $1 million to the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) for the economic and so&l development of the 

occupied territories. 

Although the Security Council has been convened primarily to mnsider the 

urgent issues described in the Secretary-General's report, I feel it necessary to 

touch upon the fundamental issue from which the current disturbances in the 

occupied territories arise, namely, the protracted Arab-Israeli Conflict- Until a 

just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East is achieved, the 

Palestinian people will continue to suffer under harsh political, economic and 

social conditions, and the tragedy we are witnessing &lay in the occupied 

territories will, I regret to say, be repeated again and again. I firmly belfeve 

that it is incumbent upon the international community, and in particular the United 

Nations, to undertake immediately renewed efforts to break the deadlock in the 

peace process. Thus, Japan supports international efforts to provide an 

environment in which the parties concerned could enter into serious negotiations, 

which are essential to the achievementof a just, comprehensive and lasting peace 

in the region. It is from this consideration that Japan is in favour of the idea 

of an international peace conference I 
, which could help provide an international 

framework within which to bring all the parties concerned to the negotiating 

table. 2: assure you, Mr. President, that Japan will co-operate with all necessary 

and constructive efforts in this regard. 

The PRRSIDF!XT: I thank the representative of Japan for his exceptionally 

kind words about me at the beginning of his statement. 
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all to thank you, Mr. President, for the professional, intelligent and efficient 

Way 'in which you have Conducted the Council's work this mnth. I am sure we all 

agree that your leadership has constituted a fine contribution to the Council*s 

work and helped it handle in an orderly and serene manner its highly onerous and 

sensitive agenda. You can count on my co-operation during the rest of your term l 

I should also like to thank and to express our appreciation and friendship to 

the Permanent Be’presentative of the Soviet Union, Ambassador Belonogov, who 

exhibited his customary diplomatic skill in presiding over the Council’s heavy 

workload last December. 

Owing to the numerous historical ties between my country and all the parties 

.involved in the Middle East conflict, the Argentine Government and people‘have been 

follwing anxiously and with great concern the situation in the Palestinian 

territories occupied by Israel in 1967. In that connection,, my Government is 

grateful to the Secretary-General for his valuable report to the Council, submitted 

pursuant to resolution 605 (1987) in document S/19443, and commends the Under- 

SeCreb3ry-General for Special Political Affairs, Mr. Gaulding, on the efficiency 

and objectivity ~4th which he fulfilled what eventually proved to be a risky, 

on-the-spot mission. 

The Secretary-General’s report speaks eloquently of the conditions prevailing 

in Gaza and the West Bank. The atmosphere in the territories, particularly in the 

refugee camps , is characterized by tension and unrest. The current disturbances 

are spontaneous and have the support af Palestinians of all ages and persuasions. 

The instability -in the territories is neither casual nor accidental; nor has it 

just happened to have occurred. It has a well-known origin. It is the consequence 

the continued occupation of Gaza and the West Bank by Israel since 1967 and the 
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state of despair, and hopelessness generated by that fact among the Palestinian 

people of those terr itor ies. 
< . . 

The situation ,in the territories is characterized by .soma particularly 

disturbing features. IsTael’s refusal to abide by. the Fourth Geneva-Convention is 
, 

contrary to its obligations and responsibilities as a High Contracting Party to 

that international instrument. The report mentions a series of major Violations of 

the Fourth Geneva Convention committed by Israel. Moreover, the Israeli Government 

has officially announced ‘that in present circumstances it will apply in the 

territories a policy of persuasion through force - which is incompatible with the 

Convention &d a v-iolation of fundamental human rights. Daily we witness through 

the media the violence and abuses inflicted on the civilian population of the 

territories. Children and old persons have also suffered as a result of such 

practices. 

My Government urgently and particularly appeals to Israel to beg&n immediately 

to fulfil its obligations and responsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention, 

We call for respect of the rights of the civilian population of the occupied 

territories and that an end be put to the practices which are a breach of that 
1 

instrument. 

We reject the current violence in Gaza and the West Bank, not only because it 

is contrary to international norms which Israel is obliged to uphold and fulfil, 

but-also for practical ‘considerations. Indeed, the use of force in present 

circumstances can serve only to prolong and aggravate a conflict whose catinuation 

brings no good to anyone and for which it is essential that a political. solution be 

found as soon as possible. - . 

At the same time we fully agree with the Secretary-General that the situation / 

in the occupied territories is only a manifestation of the underlying fundamenta.1 

problem - the lack of a solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. To achieve such a- 
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solution there .is need for a broad, just and lasting agreement prwidiog for 

respect of the rights of all States in the region - including, of course, Israel - 

to live in peace within secure boundaries and the right of the Palestinian people 

to self-de termination. 

The United Nations has an important role to fulfil in that regard. Security 

Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) provide an appropriate basis for the 

right 6OlUtioh which,, moreover, should be negotiated within the broad, flexible 

framework of an international conference convened under the auspices of our 

Organization. In this context, we Support ‘the Secretary-General’s suggestion that 
: 

the security Council should spearhead a new international effort to promote an 

effective negotiating process. At the same time, tie join in the appeals that have 

been made to all, in particular to the parties concerned, to tone down their 

rhetoric on this matter and facilitate the gradual building of an atmosphere of 

dialogue and nutual respect necessary for understanding and agreement. 

T.he PRPS ID&T? I thank the representative of Argentina for his kind 

words about me.’ 

Mr. LI Luye (China) (interpretation from Chinese) t When assuming the 

presidency of the Security Council for the current month, you, Sir, proposed that 

we 6kip the formality of offering congratulations and expressing appreciation to. 

the PresMznt in formal statements in th’e Council. I should like to respond 

positively to your sincere initiative. HOwever, since this is the very first’time 

that I have formally spoken in the Council this year, I should like to take this 

opportunity to express my heartfelt welcome to the five new members; the Permanent 

Representatives and delegations of Algeria, Brazil, Nepal, Senegal and Yugoslavia. 
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Since last December 

the Gaza Strip a popular. 

there has erupted in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and 

uprising involving the entire Palestinian people agafnst 

Israeli atrocities and‘occupation. It has &wept across cities, countryside and 
: 

ref,ugee camps in the entire occupied areas; The intensity, ‘magnitude, duration and 

repercussions of this struggle are unprecedented over the past 20 years. Not only 

have nearly'l.5 million Palestinians of all walks.'cf life in the occupied areas 

risen up but the Arab population in their hundreds of thousands in Israel have also 

actively extended their solidarity. The militant unity demonstrated by the 

Pales tinian people, *he heroic spirit’of fe&ing no brute force and the advancing 

wave upon wave df' Palestinian youth, who have grown up under Israeli occupation, 

have clearly shown a new awakening of the Palestinian people. 
: ,I 

The Chinese 

delegation pays a tribute and extends its solidarity to the heroic Palestinian 

people; -' 

. 

The just struggle'cf the Palestinian people has received extensive-sppathy 

and support from people all over the world and has attracted the concentrated 

attention ‘of the international community. to ‘the question of Palestine. The 

atrocities committed by the Israeli authorities have i&t with widespread 

condemnation. It has become the common call of international public opinion ‘that 

no time should be wasted in s’eeking a comprehensive, just and lasting iettlement Of 

the Middle East question. It has‘become increasingly clear that IsraeXb occupation 

has brought untold suffering to the Palestinian people. 
\ 

. 

-  _ 

:  .  .  
^ c 
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The Palestinian people has,beendeprived of .the freedom-and dignity to which a . . ;’ 

people should be entitled as a minimum; that people, and -especially its huth, can ., : " 

no longer put up with this misery. Under the slogan *A land without a people for .a * 

people without a land”, the -Israeli authorities have forcibly changed the 

demographic composfti& in the occupied areas. by driving a .large, number of 
” . . _ ..I ,, 

Palestinian people out of their homland. They claim that there are only 
I’.‘. 

.’ Palestinian refugees, not a Palestinian people. They refuse to recognize the 

national rights of the Palestinians and have employed a wide variety of repressive 

measures against them. Despite all this, the just struggle.of the Palestinian 

people for survival and the restoration of its national rights cannot be subdued. 
. 

The facts hav,e shown that so long as the Palestinian people continues to be denied 

its national. rights there will be no peke or stability in the Middle'East,, .the 
. 

confrontation between occupation and resistance to occupation will only be further 
.- 

intensified, and tranquility ~111 remain elusive in the region. Brutal suppression 
.C 

can only lead to stronger resistance. Maintaining the status quo is no longer 

PSSible, and trying to do so will only exacerbate the situation. It has become an 
j : , 

urgent task for the international community to solve the Middle East question in a ,, 
/ 

just and reasonable manner. I '. .'. . 
The Chinese delegatxon appreciates the efforts of the Secretkry-General in 

implementation of Security Council resolution 605 (1987) And his compr,ehensive . , 
report in that regard. The basic proposition in his report is that-while 

palliative measures should be adopted, the root cause of the Palestinian question 

should also be addressed. Be has also made specific proposals and suggestions. 

For this we' should like to express our appreciation. We believe that at present 

the- pressing issue that calls for an immediate solution .involves enjoining the 
, 

Israeli authorities to cease forthwith their suppression and expulsion of the 
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Palestinian population in the occupied territories , adopting measures to. protect 

their safety, and ensuring necessary safeguards for their. livelihood. Those 

measures could include the following: urging Israel as the occupying Power to 

abide strictly by the 1949 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 

Persons in Time of War5 urging the Israeli authorities to abolish,all tieir 

policies, laws and measures that violate that Convention; mobilizing the 

international community to provide'humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian 

people; and asking the Secretary-General to nronitor the implementation of these 

measures by all me& he may'deem necessary. 

The Chinese Government and people are following closely the development of the 

situation &the occupied territories and resolutely support the Palestinian people 

in their just struggle. It is our consistent view that the question of Palestine 

is at the heart of the Middle East question. so long as this question remains 

unresolved there will be no peace and stability in the Middle East. The Chinese 

Government has always maintained that Israel must withdraw from the Arab 

territories it has occupied since 1967, that the national rights of the Palestinian 
,I' 

people mus-t'b'e restored , and that all countries in the Middle East should enjOY the 

right to peace and existence. 

We support the oonvening of any international conference on the Middle East 

under the auspices of the United Nations, with a view to achieving a just and 

reasonable settlement of the Middle East question. The Palestine Liberation 

Organization, as the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, is 

entitled to participate in that’conferkce on &I .equal footing. We ar,e ready to 

work unceasingly for the early-convening of that conference and to make our due 

contributions to that end. 
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The PRE$IDENT: I should perhaps thank the representative of China for 

his restraint in not saying kind words-about me. 

The next-speaker is the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. I 

invite him td take a.place at ,the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): I wish 

at the outset to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the Presidency of the 

Security Council for the mnth of:January. We wish you every success in your work. 

I.also express our thanks and appreciation to your predecessorr 

Ambassador Belonogov of the Soviet Union, for the constructive manner in which he 

guided the Council's work last month. 

My delegation also congratulates those States that have become metiers of the 

Council this year: Algeria, Brazil, Japan, Senegal and Yugoslavia. I am &nfident 

that their presence on the Council will contribute to success in the'work of the ' 

Council, especially during this critical time. 

The.Seourity Council is meeting once more to debate the situation in the 

occupied territories and discuss. the mass&r& and oppress-ion perpetrated by the 

racist Zionist occupier against the deienelesq unarmed Palestinian people. The 

Zionist entity has failed.to implement any of the resolutions adopted by the 

Security Council,~ the nrost recent of which was adopted only a few weeks ago; 

indeed, it has defied them and re jetted the idea of implenienting any of them. 

Under the most recent Security Council resolution, resolution 605 (1987), 

Under-Secretary-General Marradk Goulding traveled to the region. I take this 

opportunity to express our appreciation'for his painstaking efforts and our 

sympathy- for the difficulties and ilisults he faced. We also express our 

appreciation to the Secretary-General for the report he has submitted to the 

Security Council. Yet that res&uti&'has fer?a__gned a dead letter, for the very 
i 
i 
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basis of the racist Zionist regime and its very nature as an occupying Power is basis of the racist Zionist regime and its very nature as an occupying Power is 
. . 

aggression and occupation. aggression and occupation. History demonstrates -this clearly: History demonstrates -this clearly: in southern Aftica in southern Aftica 

the other racist re’gime is pursuing against the people of south Africa the same 

policies pursued in occupied Palestine. Recent events make this perfectly clear. 

Stone-throwing uprisings by our people in Palestine, especially by youths the 

majority-of whom were born under Occupation, is a'reflection of the harshness,of 

the occupation and the gravity of the injustices suffered by the Palestinian people. 

the other racist re’gime is pursuing against the people of South Africa the Same 

policies pursued in occupied Pales tine. Recent events make this perfectly clear. 

Stone-throwing uprisings by our people in Palestine, especially by youths the 

majority-Of whom were born under Occupation, is a'reflection of the harshness,of 

the occupation and the gravity of the injustices suffered by the Palestinian people. 
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Measures that are mere palliatives will achieve no results. The Zionist 

entity will not respect the Geneva Conventions; the Zionist entity will not 

withdraw from the occupied territories. The fact is that practical measures should 

be taken by the Security Council. These weak resolutions which express the I 

disappointment of our people and other peoples throughout the world struggling for 

liberation have remained dead letters. Why? Because there are some - especially 

some members of the Security Council - who are protecting and defending the 

aggressor; they are supplying the aggressor, the occupier, with funds and drms: 

funds for the construction of more and more settlements, arms for the carrying out 

of more oppression and killing. 

There are some, including members of the Security Council, who sometimes, 

under the pressure of international public opinion, demonstrate what might be 

called a hard attitude towards the occupier. But, on the other hand, we see that 

they continue to support the occupier with funds and arms. Could anyone think 

that, by itself, the Zionist entity could defy the will of the whole world? Could 

anyone think that the Zionist entity could do that if it were not supported by some 

great Powers? Most of the lethal weapons used against our people in Palestine and 

against the people in southern Africa are not manufactured by the Zionist entity. 

Most of thsm are manufactured by States that are permanent members of the Security 

Council, States that h&f& great responsibility for the maintenance of international 

peace and security. 

It might be m3re useful not to adopt these resolutions but to ensure that 

those who supply the aggressor with funds and arms refrained from doing SO. Then 

there would be no mre killing and no more expulsions, because the Zionist entity 

would comply with our resolutions and withdraw from the lands it has occupied, If 

those States that have special respon$$biliti.~ in this matter would themselves 
I 



BCT/sm S/W. ,i787 
-57 

(Mr. Treik i, Libyan Arab Jamahir iya) 

respect the Council’s resolutions by imposing sanctions; even voluntary ones, 

against the Israeli aggressor, the problem would have been solved many years ago. 

. The occupation’of Palestine has now lasted for over 40 years, .and that Of the 

occupied territories over 20 years. Not a single year has passed without the 

adoption of a resolution or resolutions calling oxi the aggressor to show respect 

for human rights, including the rights of the Palestinian people. But what- purpose 

have these resolutions served? No purpose-but the addition of paper to the redmS 

of paper already in the United ,Nations, thereby-increasing the financial burdens- of 

the Organization. 

The present’ situation does not call for ,a resolution which, regardless of its 

contents, cannot be effective. I am confident that the provisions- of any 

resolution proposed now would be weak , and the resolution itself would be 

ineffective, even if it were to be adopted. What this situatidn requises is 

practical, effective action by the Council. ‘It requires that the States members of 

the Council, etipecially the super-Powers, should fulfil ‘and ,respect their 

obligations in regard to international peace and security. 
. 

The perpetuation of occupation can only lead to increased violence. I hold 

that such violence is legitimate. The uprising by the Palestinian people, wi-th 

stones in their hands, is a legitimate revolution. We cannot make the aggressor 

and the victim equal by requiring the same conditions of them, So long as there is 

occupation, it will be met by violence. Violence is the only path to be- pursued, in 

the face of the negative attitude of international pub& opinion and the united 

Nations. It is the only option open to the Palestinian people. The @%blem will 

not be solved when unobjective -attitudes are taken and impr&tidal prcpb.sal;$ are. 

submitted. What does it mean to use the words “freezi‘ng” and *building” of 
, 

settlements? ,Are we legitimizing these settlements? Are we. cUl.ing~ 5~ the mer%z 

I 
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suspension of the construction of settlements for a definite period of time? What 

kind of violence have we in mind when we ask for the suspension of violence? 

Violence on whose part? By the occupier or by the people under occupation? By the 

aggressor or by the victim? There is no logic at all in placing the occupier and 

the people under occupation, the aggressor and the victim, on an equal footing. 

The events in occupied Palestine - all of Palestine: the,part occupied in 

1948 and the part occupied in 1967 - are warranted and legitimate; they are 

justified under all international rules and laws. Is not the people of Palestine 

like other peoples? Has not the people of Palestine the right to self- 

determination? Has not that people, like all other peoples, the right to a 

homeland? 

Those who made the entire Palestinian people homeless enjoy the respect of 

some, and, illegitimately, they have been given a place among us. But the 

oppressed Palestinian people, the victim of criminal actions, is still absent from 

these halls. The voice of the Palestinian people cannot be heard appropriately 

because of that. 

There will never be peace, there will never be security, until justice is 

upheld. It is justice that must be secured first and foremost. 

My people, part of the Arab nation - which has one connnon destiny and one 

common future - stands at the side of the Palestinian people in its just, 

legitimate struggle. We shall do so until all the land of Palestine is liberated 

and the Palestinian people takes its proper place, like all other free peoples. 

From the bottom of our hearts, we support the uprising of the Palestinian people, 

and we Call on the Security Council to shoulder its full responsibilities - not 

only by adopting resolutions , regardless of how strong they may be, but by taking 

concrete, positive action to deter the aggressor , end the occupation and enable the 

Palestinian people to exercise its legitimate r 
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The PRES YDENT: I thank the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahir iya 

for the kind words at the beginning of his statement.. 

The next speaker is the representative of Israel. I invite him to take a 

place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. NETANYAEU (Israel)% At .the start of these meetings of the Security 

Council c one speaker called for restraint. I refer t0 the statement of the1 

representative of the Federal Republic of Germany, He spoke of the need for solid 

reflection and for -a spirit of compromise , of conciliation and of goodwill. I am 

afraid that is not what we have witnessed throughout this debate. We have heard 

mostly facile and one-sided rhetoric , a lot of rhetoric, but certainly net solid 

reflection, and very little goodwill. 

I would like to try to address .the two basic issues that are being discussed 

by this body. The first is the situation on &he ground; the second is the Search 

for lcng-term solutions. 

On the ground, Israel was faced with a very difficult and complex situation, 

and if I were ta try to summarize the main difficulty in the immediate occurrences, 

it would be capsulized in the following statement. 

We were not dealing with peaceful , non-violent demonstrations. We were 

dealing with violent disturbances which were deliberately geared to undermine any 

return to any se&lance of normal life ; and violent demonstrations, violent 

disturbances, which were deliberately employing tactics and means t0 kill and to 

lK3Qll. Let there be no mistake about it. Rocks can kill and maim, and they do; 

knives can kill and maim, and they do; iron bars can kill and maim, and they do; 

sling-shots using'sharp.piecesof shrapnel can kill and maim, and they- doi' 6nd 
1 

MOlOtov cocktails- can kill and maim, and they do, and they have. They have killed 

arabs and Jews alike - Israeli citizens - before. these demonstraticnS$ they have 
; 

maimed Israelis driring these deronsttati’ons, including unared girl so3dierg, 
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upon whom these attacks were made with lethal intent, using lethal weapons. 

to add, if we are to describe what is happening, that thisviolence was also 

I have 

directed against Palestinian Arabs - Palestinian doctors and schoolteachers and 

shop owners, especially shop owners, because the objective was to force compliance 

with an attempt to paralyse all economic activity in the&territories. 

One vivid example. of this is an Arab shopkeeper quoted in The New York Tim& 

of ‘Wednesday, 20 January. He said, “They said to me, “Close down or we’ll burn 

your shop. Close down or we’ll kill you.’ And he added, “Being against the 

Government. is OK, but being against the Palestinians is not OK - they can kill 
. 

you. a And they have, and they do. 

Now, on top of this there has been a considerable attempt to further incite 

this violence by outside forces. I have mentioned on several occasions during the 

last few weeks the PLO’s efforts to egg on the violence. It takes a number of 

forms: generalized statements, exhortations and so on. Sometimes it takes a very 

specific form, in very specific instructions, like this instruction Over Radio 
. 

Baghdad - the PLO’s broadcast from Baghdad - talking about how to prepare Molotov 

cocktails: 

“The matter requires no more than an empty bottle, to be filled with 

gasoline and crude oil together with pieces of cork and other additives” - 

the other additives being those pieces of shrapnel I have described. 

So we have a very’different situation from the picture of non-violent 

demonstrations, the carrying of placards and the voicing of con.cern about human 

rights. 

But I am afraid that in the report based on Mr. Coulding’s visit to the areas 

all this hardly receives attention or detail. And I think I am putting it mildly. 

I think it is instructive. In one place, in paragraph 19, it admits this. It says, 
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“In almost every case, one side’s evi’dence is at variance with the other’s”. But 

th.e report nevertheless proceeds to give a broad stage for anonymous, 

unsubstantiated allegations against Israel. I think it fair to say that those 

allegations are not supported by proof. Very seldom is any proof adduced for these 

allegations, and what is produced can hardly, as a result, be called a full and 
l 

balanced and realistic picture of the situation on the ground. 

In trying to deal with the situation as it really is, Israel’s overriding 

objective in the near-term is to put down the violence and to restore orderly 

government. I have heard a lot of words here, a lot of attacks against aexcessive 

use Of force by Israel’. Let, me make clear what our policy is regarding the use of 

force. .It is to be used to break up violent demonstrationst it is to be used 

against people resisting arrest; and it is to be used against people who attack 

security forces, used in self-defence for the preservation of the security forces’ 

own lives. If there have been aberrations, they have bee& exactly that - 

aberrations - and they are dealt with ilmrrediately with prompt investigation and 

when necessary with disciplinary action. 

So what we have been trying to do, under the local laws that have prevailed in 

the area for roughly the last half-century , and under international law, is to 

ensure the restoration of tranquillity in the area. This is not only a prerogative 

under the various international conventions: it is, as the Secretary-General 

correctly recognizes in the report, our obligation as well. 

This is not something that the IDF or ‘the fDF personnel need instruction in, 

because they receive instruction. I notice one of the recommendations. of the 

report is that the IDF instruct‘ personnel. I have been out of the Zsraeli army for 

about 20 years. I remember the instructions, detailed instructions, professional 

instructions, in all these matters that I received 20 years agor and tliose 
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instructions , if anything, have been intensified in recent months and recent 

weeks. We are doing that. We are also providing and allowing the provision of 

medical care and the evacuation of the wounded , and the allegations that we,are not 

have no basis in reality whatsoever. There is no interdiction. of food; there is no 

interdiction of medical supplies. They oan reach every part of the territory undck 

our control . And in fact I believe that a spokesman for the International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) confirmed that a few days ago. 

But I am puzzled - although maybe not so puzzled - by all these words that 

have been spilled about the “abuses* - I think some of the spokesmen used the words 

“atrocities and brutalities” - of the Israelis. All these voices have been heard 

here in this cacophony of criticism, while a little report, hardly observed, 

appeared in The New York Times on 21 January. The title is “Shiites end siege of 

two Palestinian areas in Beirut”. 
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The interesting passage says: 

“The bitter fighting around the Palestinian districts in south Beirut has 

taken the lives of 2,500 Palestinians ‘and Lebanese since it broke out in the 

spring of 1985.’ (The New York Times, 21 January 1988, p. A6) 

That is 2,500 people- killed and many, many more wounded, and a lot of food and 

medical aid interdicted and not getting through. But I have not heard in this 

Chamber any calls for resolutions, any criticisms, anything about brutality and 

atrocities; and I have certainly ,not heard of any request for a report by the 

Secretary-General. 

Needless to say, while hunranitarian concern on the part of those who critfcize 

us here was not operating in that direction, it does operate in our case when we 

are dealing with the territories. It is not a concern, it is the main concern, of 

our policy. We have spelled out what that poiicy is, and I wish to take this 

opportunity to reiterate it. 

I6rael maintains that, in view of the sui generis status of Judea-Samaria and 

the Gaza district, the de jure applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to 

these areas is doubtful. Israel prefer6 to leave aside the legal question of the 

status of these areas and ha6 decided since 1967 to act de facto in accordance with 

the humanitarian provisions of that Convention. A6 I have said before, we have in 

fact gone well beyond these provisions. We do not employ the death penalty, as we 

are empowered to do by the Convention; we provide access to the highest courts of 

Israel, which means that effectively the governing administration of the 

territOrieS can be overruled, as it has been many time6 - that is, the Arab 

resident6 of the territories c& apply, and have successfully applied, to the 

highest courts and overruled th,e mili,tary and administrative government* 
* 

We will continue to co-operate with the International Committee of the Red 

CrOSS (ICRC) ; we will;‘cont$nue to uphold the humanitarian provisfons m a de. facto 
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basis, as I have saih. Rut we know that the call is put forward on Israel for the 

applicability of the Geneva Convention on a de iure basis.. I have a question: Why 

has that request been put forward roughly in the half century since the adoption of 

the Convention solely to Israel? I would say: let us' be satisfied with the de - 

facto acceptance of the Geneva Convention by the Soviet Union in Afghanistan, by 

the Libyans in Chad OK by countless other countries that have been engaged in armed 

conflict and have controlled territory. Or, for that matter, why was it not 

applicable - de facto or in any other way - by Egypt when it ruled Gaza for roughly 

20 years, or by Jordan when it ruled Judea-Samaria for exactly the same period? 

Why do we not hear about that? Why is it that , if the Fourth Geneva Convention is 

automa tically applicable, it is automatically applicable to Israel and to Israel 

alone? I would submit that if members of the Council wanted to look at the history 

of conflicts since the adoption of the Fourth Geneva Convention, I believe they 

would find plenty of circumstances when that Convention applied. The fact that 

they do not do so, that no one here seems to do so, I think speaks volumes for the 

credibility of that demand on Israel. 

The situation on the ground, therefore, is roughly this; Israel seeks to 

restore tranquillity to the areas under its control, as is its right under 

international law. I may add, in closing this part of my statement, that for the 

past eight days there has been a sharp decline in the disturbances. In fact, there 

have been no real riots; there have been scattered incidents; and I am glad to say 

there have been no fatalities whatsoever. 

I should like now to turn to the seoond aspect of this debate - or what ought 

to be the second aspect of this debate - which is the search for a wider solution 

to this conflict. I hasten to add that such a solution cannot be achieved under 
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violence and threats or under the rain of Molotov cocktails.' We think there are 

two components to this solution. The first is economic and social; the second 

political. 

Let me say fir& a few words about.economic and social improvements and 

developments. I think it is true that they are not dependent an PolikjCal 

solutions, and they should be proceeded with independently. I think we have been 

doing exactly that. We have cooperated with UNRWA and oZher agencies for 

development, ana we ourselves have done a lot, contrary to what has -been said in 

this Chamber, to help in the economic and social development. 

When I hear talk about economic discrimination and all the ills we have rained 

down on the population there, I try to square that away with the quadrupling of 

personal income in these territories. As.representatives can check and as research 

bodies of the United Nations can confirm, that is the highest increase in per 

capi? income in the post-war period. The residents of Judea-Samaria and Gaze have 

experienced the highest rate of economic growth anywhere on the face of the earth 

in the last half century. That has been coupled, of course, with other 

,improvements, such as the 'more than halving of infant mortality in Gaza or the 

tremendous increase in literacy or the tremendous incr.ease in agriculture. Let me 

give members an idea: in 1967 Gaza was exporting 30,000 tons of vegetables+ in 

1987 it expdrted 130,000 tons - that tells yau something. 

We will continue to do this,, and we invite additional international aid and 

assfSbmCe from outside Governments that are genuinely concerned. We have only one 

provision, only one stipulatibnz that that assistance is co-ordinated in- advance 

with us, as is, again, our right under international law. 

. But I think the larger question on the economic front is what to do about the 

actual refugee encampments. There is not a lot in Judea-Samaria; there iS about 

, 
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several hundred thousand people in Gaza. It is not a big problem; it can be 

solved; it is roughly the size of a medium-size town of refugees that should be 

settled. There is nothing I can see that prevents the rehabilitation of these 

refugees as we seek a political solution. Everyone knows that in the last 40 

.yearsroughly 50 million refugees have been resettled - in fact many more in this 

century - without any problem. We ourselves have absorbed 700,000 Jewish refugees 

from Arab lands. We did so without land, without petro-dollars, without anything. 

We did it, and we solved it. And yet .this problem persists. The question isi Why 

&es it persist? There are people here who will say: 'Well, this is not a refugee 

problem; it is a poli&al problem." Fine, we.agree. Yet those who say that want 

to ensure that, political problem or not, this ,probl&n persist and remain an 

obstacle in the achievement of a.political resolution. 

The fact is that since 1970 what we did is this: We said that any Arab 

refugee who wanted to tly3ve out of the camps could receive a plot of land outside 

the camps, could build his own house , could become a property owner and that we 

would give him assistance. We have put in all the infrastructure. We have put in 

electricity and roads, and we have,put in sewers and health clinics and 

supermarkets.' Immediately, 10,000 families took up the offer - and 10,000 families 

is a lot of pe@&.because there are's lot of children in each family. This 

project, which was the first genuine attempt since the beginning of this problem in 

1948 - because Egypt did not.& this when it controlled the area - was immediately 

met with a tainof sharp attacks and threats and intimidation from the PLO and most 

of the Arab world. 
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And in fact, I have to say that it was met with very strong opposition from 

this body. The United Nations adopted a resolution which said: “The General 

Assembly reiterates strongly its demand that Israel desist from the removal and 

resettlement of Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip and from the destruction of 

their houses.” 

Well, this will not do. I think that the deliberate attempts to obstruct 

rehabilitation are standing in the path of a political solution. They may be _ 

independent, but they are related, and we propose to continue with this effort. We 

cannot shoulder the financial burden alone; for a country as small as Israel, it is 

a very, very large task. But if there is good will at this juncture to attack the 

first part of. the problem, the economic and the social part of the problem, then 

Israel stands ready to co-operate with any genuine attempt at such rehabilitation. 

With respect to the second problem, the political solution, we fully concur on 

the need for a political solution and we have been arguing it for close to 40 

years. Mr. Secretary-General, I hope you will not take offence, but we did not 

have to read your report to call for such a solution. We called for ,one in 194.8, 

and then again in 1968, and then again in 1978 during the Camp David meetings, and 

now again in 1988. We stress that this continuous call preceded 1967, because , 

history did not begin then. History did not hegin then and the conflict did not 

begin then. We got into those areas in the first place because they were used, as 

everyone here well knows, as staging areas for our destruc,tion. That attempt . 

fa ilad. We came into control of those territories and we imediately said $hat we 

were prepared immediately to enter into negotiations- 

Having failed in war, having failed in terrorism and having failed in all the 

violent means at their disposal, the Arab rejectionists now seek a new strategy, a 
,. *.I ‘. 

strategy that can be called the strategy of anarchy. If you produce anarchy and if 
’ 
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you produce this cascade of one-sided criticism, maybe, just maybe, that will 

a stae.de against Israel so that it would evacuate the area on a unilateral 

force 

: 
basis. But of course it will not do that, and we are not about to do that because, 

,’ 
ft would be a prescription not for peace, but for catastrophe. I think that those 

who are embarking on a strategy of anarchy are relying cn the forgetfulness of the 

world and are certainly relying on the highly selective menw>ry of some of the 

members of this body. a 

The problem with undertaking political .negotiations is not with the specific 

grievances to be resolied. As I said, the various problems that have to be 

negotiated, including the refugee problem, are difficult but not impossible to 

resolve #d reconcile. The basic opposition and the basic obstacle to initiating 

SUC8 fiegOtiatiOnS fS not the grievances but a grievance, and that is the 

existential grievance still apparent, ‘I am sorry to say, in most of the Arab world. 

as to fsrael~s .very existence - outright opposition to Israel in any boundary, 
‘. 

shape or form. \ 
. 

We had one breakthrbugh in the 40-year history of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 

and it produced the beginning of peace. That was the negotiations at Camp David,. 
,. 

str.aight face-to-face negotiations which produced peace between Israel and the 
I \ ,’ 

largest Arab country, Egypt. i do not think it was accidental that they were face- 

to-face negotiations. l+ac+to-face negotiations imply something, and what they 

imply Ls recognition. If -you, defuse’ to sit with someone d.irectly and across the 
._ 

table from him and negotiate with him as an equal partner, if you need to go 

through all sorts of third parties and fourth parties, if you need to have all 
..’ 

sorts of strtictures .ti force that ‘kind of negotiation, what you are saying is, We 
._ . . 

do not really recognize you”.’ &cognition is the beginning of negotiation and the 
),I . 

beginning df peace. 
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I think that the path to Camp David and the path to peace were Sealed when 

Sadat walked off that plane, because he said, "Here I am. I am ready to negotiate, 

to conduct a difficult negotiation, a complex negotiation, but I am ready. I put 

myself forward. I recognize the fact of Israel, Israel's right to. peace and 

Israel's genuine desire for peace; now let us negotiate." That produced peace 

because it is the only way of producing peace. I think that we can proceed from 

that starting-point because we offer now to any Arab genuinely‘interested in 

coexistence and reconciliation, to continue that process as envisioned at the Camp 

David meetings. We offer an end to military government, we offer autonomy aS an 

interim step, we offer negotiations , a framework for negotiations, all this before 

the beginning of negotiations. If there are genuine partners out there who-are 

interested.in taking up this offer, they need only say "Yes". 

The fact that most of the Arab world rejected that offer, condemned Camp 

David, said "No", and is saying Won today, is sad.and saddening, but not 

surprising. 

But the point I wish to address is the fact that it is this body, the United 

Nations, which joined that rejection, this body which adopted a resolution that 

still stands and that condemned Camp David. When you can condemn Camp Dav$d, when 

you condemn direct negotiations, then you condemn recognition and you condemn 

peace. The question then is: Can we proceed on that basis? 

As we speak there are serious efforts taking place outside this chatier t0 

launch the kind of negotiations about which I have just spoken, to launch. 

negotiations in the spirit of Camp David and of Security Council resolutions 

242 (1967) and.338 (1973). I think the Security Council, instead of hampering.such 

efforts and seeking to derail them with interference or with fiat or with dictate, 

should do something else, something revolutionary: it should encourage them, if 
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shmld prom te them,’ it should s tep badk and say, 'Go ahead; you have our blessing; 

YOU have 0~ friendship; you have our supmrt;‘go ahead and.meet, face to face1 and 
_ 

discuss the pathto peace and achietie -peace." ". 
: .I 

: 
If that-wete.tb happen, it would be 3.. realmbreakthrough in the history of the 

Middle East and in the history'of this body. ' . .." 
_ 

- & 
# The PRESIDENT: The next speaker’ is the qpresentati& of the Sudan, 1 

mvite him to t k a e a place at tie Council tabk‘and to make his statement. 

my. Al)&! (Sudan) (int&&tation f&m Arabic): .‘Sir; as 1 am speaking in 
’ 

tie Security Council for the first time under .your presidency for the month of 

J-anuary, 1 should like to extend to ym- our warm &gratulations on the efforts 

that you have exerted, Throughout the 'years OUXT two cdmtries have enjoyed 

friendly 1:elations,. both.official and cultural., relations.tiat are bound to grow 
I . 

even more.in the future, , 
. 

1 alSo wish to express our appreciation ‘to your predecessor, Ambassador 

fielondgov of the ‘Soviet dnion, far the able manner..in which he presided over the 

councfl during the month of December ‘last, when the Council met,a~mst continuously 
1 

> 
b3 discuss the situation in the Middle East zmd’ifi the occ&&d Arab territories.- 

, , 
I 

> _ 
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It is often repeated in the mass media and in some official circles that the 

uprising that occurred in the occupied Arab territories at the beginning of last 

December and continues to this day came as a shock, given its vigour and Vitality 

and the.fact that it was carried out basically by youths under 20 years of age. 

Indeed, the uprising of the population of the Gaza and the West Bank came as a 

violent shock to world public opinion , which has almost forgotten the Palestinian 

tragedy; for we are witnessing a unique event: a people is rejecting occupation 

and violence - rejecting all the policies that deny it the legitimate right to 

national self-determination and the enjoyment of its economic, social and political 

rights. 

.It may have been a shock but it came as no surprise that this extremely 

sensitive situation was treated with short-sightedness and indifference. Ana it is 

that very short-sightedness and indifference that politically polarized an entire 

people and thrust them into political and strategic alliances. 

Today we are reaping the fruits of this disaster. Israel, the occupying 

Pawer, has arrogantly refused to recognize the fact of its occupation of the West 

Bank and Gaza. It simply pursues its policies of settlement, annexation and 

piecemeal incorporation of territories , regardless of national boundaries. There 

is apparently no limit to these acts which trample the dignity of the Palestinians, 

rob them of their unity as a people , and deprive them of their legitimate rights as 

human beings belonging to the international &mmunity. , 

If there is one conclusion to be drawn from the uprising, it is that there can 

be no permanent, final and just solution to the Middle East question withouf full 

recognition of the Palestinian people's inalienable right to self-determination and 

to the establishment of its own independent and sovereign State. That is the crux 

of the question that must be addressed fully and responsibly. It stems from the 

volatile situation in the region , which threatens international peace, and %XzuK~ty. 
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Abba Ban, the former Israeli Faraign Minister, said the fullming ~II an 

article on the partition of Palest&t 

"There 'is not a singlekment in which the 1.5 &lliorl Palestinians- in' r 

the West Bank *and Gaza,, wholivc'in a'region of matikal sovereignty, wOuld . 
h 

feel 3 cm&n sense of belonging, or wwld’even share Jewish loyalties and 
I 

.' . 

In that article Abba Eban mentions’ that ‘the settLetient movement, which was. _. . 
.  

basically Jntended to change the dermgtaphic btila&e in the W&t Bank tid'%he Gaze 

Strip, has failed as,a mve&nt and that‘its chances af sticcess cannat be 

, x@+ . Elsewhere in the article he mntions that.wimanent Isr'aeli rule in the 

undivided land of Israel and the presence of a foreign people there, deprived of A. 

its'political rights, wfll &f&m the nature of Israel., destroy its mncepts and. 

mdermine its Jewish. characte.t istics. Furthermore,‘ it kill deprive its youth u-f . 

their humnity and impair ‘Lsraelb- international relations, virtually ,as,suring the. ., 

outbreak of warr, X do not think this warrants any fui'ther comments.' ,' 

On 28 Septetier som school-age Israeli youths wr‘ote a 'letter to ML Rabin, -' 

the Israeli f&fence Miniiter R frdm wfiich I should like to quote the follatJing: ' -, 

(spoke in h&h) . 

We Israeli youths who are about to be drafted regard Israeli rule over- 

the occupied,t&ritories as an obstacle to peace and a danger to the future'of 
, 

demcracy and of.rsraeli society. All of us were born iko a reality which turns 

the Ismelt &fence Forces from a defence army into an axmy of occupation and '. 

-oppression. 

ve kegard.servitie in the Israeli &fence -xlbx:ces as vitally. important. .:' 

Therefore, we'czill upm your F&. &fence Minister, tb allow us< to perform our’ 

milibry-service within the 'gie& line8 and not 'require us to participate in 
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acts of occupation and oppression, in the territories. We would be unable to 

participate in such acts, which contravene the dictates of our. conscience. 

,’ 
*If we are ordered to take part in, acts of oppression, we will have no 

choice but to refuse..” 

(continued ,in Arabic) : 

Out of respect for the Council’s valuable time, I shall not repeat the world 

press reports on the. gigantic uprising and the inhumane treatment meted out by the 

Israeli, ~occupa tion author ities. Noteworthy, however, is the. intense reaction ,.to 

the uprising, both inside and outside Israel. 

Hence, we are meeting today to consider the report submitted to the *Security 

Council by the Secretary-General in accordance with resolution 605, (5987),, which 

resulted in a visit of his special envoy, Mr. Goulding, to the region, Inasmuch as 

my brother, the representative of the Hashemite Kingdom ok Jordan, speaking 

yesterday on behalf of the ArabdGroup , spelled out in detail the cantents of. the 

report, I -would merely pay a. tribute to the Secretary-General for his efforts and 

for the objectivity and fi.r&ness that characterized his assessment of the s-ituation 

in the- West Bank and Gaza, both before and during the present Palest:inian uprising. 

For the sake of brevity, I should just like to underline some of the 

conclusions drawn in the report. 

The report reaffirms fsrael’s clear refusal to accept Security Council 

resolution 605 (1987) and .precedin’g resolutions, its unwillingness. to enter into 

any jnternational settlement in the future and its. refusal to accept the 

applicability- 

1949 relative 

also confirms 

to the occupied Arab territories of the Fourth Gen-ev& Convention Of 

to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. The report ‘t., The report ‘t., 
i i 

the direct responsibilkty of all of the High Contracting Parties to the direct responsibilkty of all of the High Contracting Parties to 

the Fourth Geneva,Convention to bring pressure to bear on Israel to ensure that it the Fourth Geneva,Convention to bring pressure to bear on Israel to ensure that it 
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respect the Canverxtian and abideby its provisions. It is unjust for the 
' 

international cornunity t0 allow 3srdeLto fnterp%t the Canvenlion% meaning 

aCcordfng to its 'whim 8nd special- interests.. m'do so is to c&done and"justify 
I 4 

the occupation. : 
. 

The safety and protection of the population of the o&pied Arab territories 

has be&me a priority that the intefn&ional community 'tid all relevant agencies of 

the United Nations lrmst seriously address. : '. An appropriate practical. sulution must 

be found that would. make maximal use of the bapabilitiesof the Xntemational ” I 
I 

Committee& the Red Cross (ICRC),and ather related United Nations -instittition& 

Even tider the present occupation, ,we must.address the matter of walLeviating 
I 

the plight of the population of the occtipied territuries: .socidy, knomieally 

md politi'~ally, 4 . 

The paint is that the conflict that has raged in the Middle East ever 'since 

the establirshment of the State of Israel is bdsically 'a political. one, It has been 
. 

characterized by ‘1srael.f milftarfsm and by Israel% policies of settlemnt ;and . 

s annexatim, It is the&fore incumbent on,the mer&ers of the internation& 

ciomnity to exert all efforts to find the means to settle it. 

.  .  
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I believe that foremost among such efforts must be those of’ the-Council, whose 

membership, power and mechanism enable it to undertake this task successfully. 

Rence the call.‘for the convening of an international conference to solve the 

A&b-Israeli conflict must be within the framewor’k and under the auspices of this 

Organization, provided that ‘it includes all parties to .the conflict, including the 

Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole, legitimate reprsentative of the 

Palestinian people. 
‘, 

We ‘cannot expect. a permanent, just and comprehensive peace in that sensitive 
‘. 

region of the world without recognizing the right of the Palestinian people to 

self-determination .and the establishment of its awn independent State, after 

Israel’s withdrawal from all the territories it has occupied since the 1967 war - 

Without ‘that we can expect only more Arab and Palestinian’ rejection and further 

tension and ‘instability at the regional and international levels. 
, 

The Piti IDEWTt I thank the representative of the Sudan for. his kind 

words’ about &e. 

The next speaker is the representative of Malaysia. I invite ~hfm to take a 

place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. YUSOF (Malaysia) t ai0w k to express my appreciation to you, Sir, 

and the other members of the Council for your courtesy in acceding to my request to 

participate in this debate. It is particulariy satisfying for me to 86 so at a 

time when you, a diplomat of exceptional professionalism, are presiding over the 

Council’s ‘deliberations. May I congratulat& you on the dis Unction that you have 

imparted to the high office. 

‘ I should also like to Congratulate your predecessor, the Permanent 
.’ 

Representative of the Union of Soviet’ Socialist Republics, on the success Of his 

presidency last month. 
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Over the past few weeks Israel has been responding to a ‘spdtltaneous and 

widespread Palestinian uprising in Gaza and the West Bank with brutalities and 

indignities against men, women and children. Many have died, many have bee? ma,ind 

and Viciously clubbed, hundreds have been detained, and several have been deported 
I 

from their own homeland. 

The situation moved the Council to adopt resolution 605 (1987), which includes 

the request for the Secretary-General to submit a report. The Secretary-General’s 
‘_ 

r&k&t - which is the focus of the Council’s present deliberations - constitutes a 

clear indictment of Israel’s brutal oppression against Palestinians in the occupied 

terr itor ies . 

My delegation wishes to p&e on record its strong commendation of the 
., , 

Secretary-General for his report. I also wish to express our admiration to 

Mr l Marrack Goulding, the Under-Secretary-General, whose report, despite. the trying 

conditions imposed on him by the Israeli authorities, has provided a clear insight 

into the Secretary-General’s report. 

The report details the agonies endured by the Palestinian population. 

Justifying its actions in the name of ‘@restoring order”, Tei Aviv has unleashed .itS 

troops t0 kill and inflict random and capricious violence and to beat innocent 

bystanders. Pound-the-clock curfews have been imposed and access to food and 

medical supplies has been denied to ‘the Palestinians. Mr. Goulding concludes that 

the “international community’s concern about the situation in the occupied 

territories is fully justified’. I shall not belabour this point; pictures of such 
: 

incidents have been flashed an television screens time-and again. 
” . 

,Malaysia wholeheartedly believes-that a oomprehensive political settlement can 
I. 

ultimately ensure justice for the Palestinian people and end the crisis which has. 
‘. 
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hovered over the Middle East since 1948. It is incumbent upon the Security COunCil 

as the guardian of international peace and stability to realize this objective. 

Meanwhile, the international community must urgently do all it can to ensure that 

Israel as the occupying Power respects its moral and legal obligations towards the 

inhabitants of the occupied territories. 

Despite being a signatory of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, whose 

applicability has been consistently upheld by the General Asse&ly and this 

Council, Israel refuses to comply with its provisions.. My delegation wlisupon 

1srae1 to comply unequivocally with the provisions of that Convention. The 

Signatories of the Convention have the moral right and duty to ensure that Israel 

lives up to its obligation. It iS.imperative that the Council, too, take 

appropriate stepsto ensure Israel's compliance with the Convention. 

As scenes of Israel's brutalities flash across television screensr let Us not 

forget that they are being inflicted on human beings - Palestinians who have been 

deprived of their basic human rights for a very long time. 

We hear many protestations in the name of deraocracy, freedom, human rights and 

other lofty principles. Beycnd those pronouncements, what in reality has been done 

to ensure that the rights of the Palestinian people living under Israeli occupation 

are protected? ' 

My delegation fully appreciates the Secretary-General's remarks in his report 

about the difficulties with regard to the proposal to deploy United Nations forces 

in the occupied territories to lend 'physical protection" to Palestinians. Even 

sor to do nothing in the face of Israel's blatant disregard is to countenance 

I-srael's actions. Israel must-amply with its obligations under international 

law. If Israel refuses, its victims should be entitled to the protection Of this 

Council, w%th all the means available to it. 
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As a non-member of the Security Council, my delegation is reluctant to seek 

leaye to address the Council. However, we did so on this occasion because the 

current situation in the occupied territories has again reached such a critical 

stage, even a new crucial trend. This situation has evoked in us all a deep sense 

of indignation at Israel's indiscriminate and,horrible practices against 

Palestinian civilians. The sight of worshippers - men, women and children - at one 

of Islam's most holy places,' the Al-Aqsa Mosque, being beaten is particularly 

offensive. When a people which has beendenied so much for, so long turns on its 

oppressors with nothing but rocks as weapons, it is an indication Of bOth its, 

frustration and indomitable spirit. Let us not forget that the united Nations, 

especially this Council, bears a special responsibility - which is as yet 

unfulfilled - towards the Palestinian people. 

It is hoped that the Council in its collective wisdom will take fully into 

account the Secretary-General's recommendations and immediately adopE measures to 

ensure the safety and protecticsl of Palestinian civilians under Israeli . 

occupation. Even mOre important, those measures once agreed upon should be 

complied with by Israel as U&occupying Power. 
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It 4s also imperative that the Council take concrete steps towards convening 

an ‘international Conf&ence in which all parties concerned, including the PCO, as 

sole ‘representative of the Palestinian people, should participate. The broad 

international consensus has shown itself to .be consistently supportive, of a 

comprehensive lasting settlement . 

Lasting peace in that long-troubled area Cannot be served through force of 

arms. Military.-force can kill, it can maim and it can destroy; but it cannot bring 

peace. especially lasting peace , and certainly tiot in the case of the Palestinians, 

who, despite the awesome ferocity of Israel’s power, which is regularly unleased 

against them, continue TV insist on their rights as. a people with a distinct. 

identity and a legitimate right to their own homeland. Nor can peace be served by 

ISrael's insistence on hanging on to the occupied Arab territories by force, These 

last few weeks have clearly shown that such a’ strategy is leading to a rapid 

disintegr#ion’ of peace in the region, 
_ -, 

The PRESJDEZ?Tt f thank the representative of Malaysia for his kind word6 

about me. 

The next speaker is the representative of Qatar. I invite him to take a place 

at the Council table and to make his statement. 

,?r l =-RmARX (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic) t I take pleasure at 

the outset, Sir, in congratulating you cn your assumption of the presidency of the 

SWUt ity Council for this month. As we are in the last days of your current 

presidsncy, X wish also to pay a tribute to you for the excellent manner in which 

YOU have led the Councll*s deliberations and for your Complete knoWledge -of the, 

items under consideration. - 

I am pieasea also to’thank the Permanent Representative of the Union of Soviet 
_. 

Socialist Republics for his excellent conduct of the Counci14s deliberations last 

month. 
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The Security Council is meeting today on a most serious item. This Series of The Security Council is meeting today on a most serious item. This Series of 

meetings could well prove to be historic if the members of the Council have the meetings could well prove to be historic if the members of the Council have the 

political will to make it so. political will to make it so. Before the Security Council is a most important Before the Security Council is a most important 

document: document: the report of the Secretary-General on the situation in the occupied the report of the Secretary-General on the situation in the occupied 

Palestinian territories. Palestinian territories. The first two sections of that report examine the The first two sections of that report examine the 

situation in the occupied Palestinian territories and discuss ways and means for situation in the occupied Palestinian territories and discuss ways and means for 

ensuring the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilians in the territories= ensuring the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilians in the territories= 

Before mmmenting on the report Before mmmenting on the report , , I wish.to pay a tribute to the I wish.to pay a tribute to the 

Secretary-General for his work. Secretary-General for his work. I thank him and Under-Secretary-General Marraok I thank him and Under-Secretary-General Marraok 

Goulding fOK their efforts to prepare this report, which will help us find the Goulding fOK their efforts to prepare this report, which will help us find the ,. ,. 

truth and pave the way 'towards &o desired objectives: protecting the Palestinian truth and pave the way 'towards &o desired objectives: protecting the Palestinian 

population and achieving a just and oomprehensive peace. population and achieving a just and oomprehensive peace. : : 

Now my delegation would l.ike to make some observations'concerning the report. Now my delegation would l.ike to make some observations'concerning the report. 

It is an excellent report, especially considering the short time available to the It is an excellent report, especially considering the short time available to the 

Under-Secretary-General and the restrictions imposed on his movements: In the Under-Secretary-General and the restrictions imposed on his movements: In the 

words of the report itself, words of the report itself, 

"Throughout the visit almost all the camps in the Gaza Strip were under curfew "Throughout the visit almost all the camps in the Gaza Strip were under curfew 

or had been declared to be closed military areas; or had been declared to be closed military areas; the same was true of many of the same was true of many of 

the camps on the West Bank". (S/19443, para. 6) the camps on the West Bank". (S/19443, para. 6) 

We wonder where the Under-Secretary-General could meet.with Palestinians other than We wonder where the Under-Secretary-General could meet.with Palestinians other than 

in Gaza and the West Bank. What we saw on television - the difficulties placed in in Gaza and the West Bank. What we saw on television - the difficulties placed in . . 

the way of the Under-Secretary-General - the way of the Under-Secretary-General - was quite sufficient to indicate the was quite sufficient to indicate the 

difficult situation in which he was working. difficult situation in which he was working. 
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The struggling Palestinians have addressed the Security Council, before mY 

&her bdyr and have stkssed that'for‘them this is a political problem requiring a 

political solution. They have.expressed their deep regret at.the United Natfans' '. 
failure to bring ahut the i~@lementadon of the dozens of resolutions adopted by 

the Securfty &mcil and the General'Assembly, and have,stated that the CounciX'S 

* failure to shmldek itsduties has -caked frustr,ation, t 

The Security Council bears an urge~t~re&mnsibili& as noted by the 

Semetary-Gene&l iri his repr’tr 

Wy principal recmmendation in this area is,that the 'intern&anal 
. 

camunity &&A make a cmcerted effort to persuade Ismel t0 accep_t the‘ 

. de 'jure'applicabiLity af the f;burth Geneva Cmvention to the ockupie~ 

territories..A (S/19443, para, 51) . m. . 

'The- Secretary-General adds that 
. 

. 
Tit cannot be emphasized &XI stron$ly, hmveverr that such reasurees tb 

, enhance the safety and protection of the Palestinian peopbof the 
-_ 

territories, urgktly required though they are I will neither xemve the CaqSes 
. 

of the tragic events'which prompted Security Council resolution 605 (1967) nor 

bring *ace to thexegion, 
' 

The unrest of the '@ast six weeks h&s been- an 
: . . 

&xpressim of the despair and haplessless felt by the population of the 2 

occupied territories I more than half of whom have kriawn'mthing but an . . 
occupatim that denies Mhat they consider to be their legitinnte rights% 

(para. S2> . 

The information in the Secretary~W~eral% report is but 6 ‘drop fn the 
* 

bucket, The annual teports kubmitted t&the General Assembly by tie Special 

Committee W Imrestigate Israeli Pleactices Affecting the Hutin Rights of the 

Populatik of the Occupied Territories contain ,a great deal more da-t& Which shows 
- 
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that these ugly Israeli practices are nothing new; they have in fact existed since 

the beginning of the occupation. 

But unfortunately it seems that the world does not want to see or hear the 

tiUth* Perhaps the world would never have listened had the Palestinian people not 

taken its cause into its own hands, bared its chest to the enemy's bullet&, and 

shown itself ready to make sacrifices .for its cause. 

Students of the subject agree that the paralysfs,among those able to do 

something, particularly the Security Council, led the Palestinian people to rise UP 

and rebel with all the means at its disposal. Those means are limited, but include 

the readiness to sacrifice their own lives to.regain their dignity. Once again, 

with the strength of its will, with its readiness to &ke sacrifices, the 

Palestinian people is showing the Council its responsibilities. Will the Council 

shoulder those responsibilities? Will it act in accordance with its conscience, 

its humanity and its duty to the credibility of the Security Council, which bears 

primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, for 

the implementation of interriational instruments , and for ensuring human rights7 

. 
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The Security Council must do two things. First, it must protect the 

civilians. Are there any persons other than civilians in the West Sank, the Gaza 

Strip, Golan and Holy Jerusalem? Such protection must be ensured through the 

im)$enMtation of the Security Council’s determination to implement international 

. rules for the protection of civilians under occupation. Of particular importance 

in this respect is the Fourth Geneva Convention concerning the protection of 

civilians. $ly delegation does not believe that a mere appeal or resolution by the 

Security Council regarding the necessity of abiding by that Convention will tnak.6 

tsrael respond* Everyone here is fully aware of Israel’s record of disregarding 

the international will and United -Nations resolutions. eat is required is the 

part%cular mechanism that w,ill ensure the follow-up by the Securtty Council of the 
.’ 

implementation of the resolutions it adopts in this regard. 

/ Seccndly, there Faust be a just political solution to the Palest<ine question. 

SUCh a solution will not be achieved unless the principles of the United Nations 

Charter and United Nations resolutions are respected. Foremost among those: 

principles is the right of the Palestinian people to decide its FUJI future, to 

exercgse &elf-determination and to establish its independent State on its bomeland# 

under its -sole, legitimate representative, the P&&tine Liberation Organization. 

The second of those principles is the withdrawal by Israel from all occupied Arab 

territar ies, including Holy Jerusalem. , 

International public opinion has reached a consensus on the means for 
* 

achieving a lasting and just political solution - that is, the holding of an 

.,international conference in which the five permanent metiers of the Security _' 

Council and, all parties concerned, including the Pu3 - the 6olet legitim-te &. ._ 

representative of the Palestinian people - would- particimte on a footPng c5f~ 
: 

equality. 
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The Security Council will bear the responsibility for the consequences Of 

procrast$nation or deiay both in protecting the Palestinian inhabitants of the 

occupied territories and in granting political rights to tho6e inhabitants. 

The Palestinian people have taken their cause in .their cwn hands. They have 

proved to the world that they are ready to sacrifice and face up to every kind of 

repression and oppression until their legitimate goals are met. Some new realities 

have been imposed by the grave uprising in the land of Palestine. The most 

significant of those realities is the fact that there is now a new generation that 

is not afraid of Israel, a generation that has awakened to the denial of human 

rights by the occupying Power. This new generation is. ready to shoulder its 

responsibilities and to make sacrifices for its self-determinatfOn and dignity= 

1 should like to tell a story thdt has been told very often in the media ‘- a ._ 

6tOry which demonstrates the new spirit in bccupied.PBlestine. It is the fallming: 
: 

‘The’Commander of a Zionist military ‘.foot patrol in the Palata 
. . 

Palestinian refugee camp, near NabiUs in the occupied West Bank, was amaze’d 

when a’ small Pales’tinian child -, a & ild of six - threw s,tones at his patrol. 
., 

They immediately detained the child and demanded that he answer the question: 

‘Who led YOU to do Such ‘a thing?‘. The child’s answer was, ‘My brother 

Mohammed ’ . The soldiers took the child to his house ztnd’tisked his father ’ 

where his son Mohammed was. They said, ‘We ‘want ‘him because he has engaged in 

incitement to resft.occupatfon’. The soldiers were left 6peeChleSS when the 

father brought in his son Mohammed - a child of three”. ’ 

So this is a new generation , a generation of which the oldest members.were ., 

perhaps born &I’ 1967. As I have said, they have awakened to Zion,ist occupation and 

the violation of Palestine. This generation is indeed an embarassment to the 
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Zionist enemy. Perhaps it is also an embarassment to the Security Council, since 

it requires the Council to face up to its responsibilities. It is a generation 

that is prepared to use all the means available to it. The first of these means is 

stones - the original, primitive weapon used by man to deal with animals and 

poisonous creatures. Man finally learned how to face danger, after having been 

repeatedly bitten. 

These children of Palestine have rehabilitated the Arab will, the will to 

sacrifice. That is the only way to defeat the enemy, the only way to. regain 

rights - particularly if the international community procrastinates about 

implementing the international Organization’s resolutions and about. protecting and 

defending international law. 

Will the Security Council face up to that challenge? 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Qatar for his kind words 

about me. 

The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization wishes to speak, 

and I am happy to call on him. 

Mr. TRRZI (Palestine Liberation Organization): After listening to the 

representative of Israel, one wonders why the people in Gaza rebelled? Was the 

uprising.a manifestation of joy, of happiness? The facts- tell us- SOmdhing 

different. 

First, Mr. Benvenistf, has very clearly stated in one of his studies. that the 

situation in Gaza under Israeli occupation is ‘beyond shame”. I thi-hk that this in 

itself gives one of the reasons why the people have rebelled. 

Furthermore, facts and figures show that citrus production in Gaza, which, is” 

its mainstay, has decreased to about 60 per cent of what it was before 1969: 

fisheries have decreased to about 20 per cent of the figure before 19.67’. fn 
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addition, there used to be markets for the citrus production. The occupying Power 

is now creating problems in this regard. I am sure that our friends in the 

Community are aware of the problems being faced in the .marketing of that citrus 

production in Europe. 

So, to ~11 intents and purposes, the economic situation has, not improved. On 

the contrary , it has become so bad that tens’ of thousands of Palestinians from the 

Gaza area have to cross the Green Line every day to seek work in order to survive; 

We are told a lot about the underlying problems. In his report the 

Secretary-General states:. . . ‘. 

Without exception , the Palestinian& bonsulted said that they re jetted 

the Israeli occupationand complained bitterly about the practices of the 

Israeli security forces (which term includes IDF, the ‘Border POlice, the - 

civilian police and the General Security Services (GSS), also known as 

Shin Beth). . . . Equally common was the complaint (which was also made against 

officials of the Israeli Civiliah Administration in the territories) that 

Palestinians were treated with a contempt and arrogance that seemed to be 

deliberately intended to humil fate them and undermine their dignity as human 

beings”. (S/19443, para. 13) 

. 

_. '. 
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So two immediate causes of the glorious uprising were .the bad economic 

situation and the humiliation and undermining of the dignity of human beings who 

happen to be called Palestinians. 

What the world had been witness to - whether in the written press or the 

movies or on television - is not theatre but reported facts, and to such an extent 

that a great number of the facts are being censored by the Israelis. We understand 

that the Israeli authorities are banning the world mdia from shawing a what is 

going on. Yesterday, for example, a CBS team was beaten, We do not know exactly 

what they had in their cameras, but if they were beaten then we know exactly what 

they are talking about. 

I wish it were just theatre and that we could hire some actors. Then we could 

hire someone like woody Allen, who tells us tod.ay - and I quote from his article in 

The New York, T.imest 

“But ,am I reading the newspapers correctly?” - he cannot believe it - 

“Were food and medical supplies witheld to make a rebellious community 

‘uncomfortable~? Were real bullets fired at first to control crowds, and 

rubber ones only when the United States objected? Are we talking about State- 

sanctioned brutality and even torture?” 

And then he adds: 

“Perhaps for all of us who are rooting for Israel to continue to exist 

and prosper, the obligation is to speak out and use every method of pressure - 

moral, financial and political - to bring this wrongheaded approach to a 

halt. ” 

NOW, I- wish to assure Woody Allen that it is beyond state-sanctioned brutality; it 

is si@&-sanctioned terrorism against the people. And I fully agree with him that 

the approach is wrong-headed and will lead to more disaster. 
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. 
We were told that Israel is offering an end to the military governmetit. 

we never heard them say that they acquiesce .and accept to carry out a decision of 

the Secur$ty Council that they should withdraw from those territories occupied in 

1967. There is a big difference between ending military government and withdrawing 

f&i the tetr i tories occupied. And yet we are told that resolution 242 (1967) is a 

basis. But is not withdrawal an integral part of that resolution? Why do they shy 

away from saying they are willing to withraw from the territories occupied in 19673 

We Were alS0 told that the General Assetily is to blame because it an&mea 

Camp David; The General Assembly did cardemn Camp David, but only in so far as it 

purported to determine the future of the Palestinian people. I thi;nk the General 

Assembly and the security Council and every’ organization and human being would 

condem any attempt by anyone to determine the fu~ture of the Pdlestinian people, 

because only the Palestinian people can determine, their ,owa .future. And,, after .- * ‘1 

all, in its first article the Charter very clearly speaks about the right of 

peoples to self-determination. 

As for resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973) and negotiations, I can say only one 

thing. If there really is the will, then the General Assembly has succeeded in 

getting the complete. and full support of the international community for the 

negotiations to be undertaken within and under the auspices of the United Nations 
-- 

a~ very clear pr fnciples - I would not say preconditions - first and foremst among 

which. is the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory, resulting, naturally, : 

bn the need for withdrawal from those territories, and also the security of States 

within recognized borders - and nobody knows exactly where the borders of Israel 

are - but principally recognition of and respect for the right to self- 

detertitiation of the Palestinian people. . 
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I think that what the Security Council has so far been unable to do is agree 

to recognize and accept the right to self-determination, of the Palestinian pepple,, 

a principle given in the first article of the Charter. That right is a Sine qua 

E for any mOve towards peace. We would very much have-preferred the Council to 

: meet to help the endeavours of the Secretary-General to achieve that comprehensive 

peace approach instead of taking all this time only to launch accusations against 

one another and to defend positions even if they are wrong. 

There tias mention of the underlying problem for any peace. According to 

Anthony -Lewis, in The New York Times, Wr. Shimon Peres, who is the Foreign Minister 

and leader of thr Labour Party, has ‘said, 

‘I am oonvinced that it is the task of my generation and myself to hand 

over to the younger people a state free .of two great dangers. One is that 

demographically we shall lo& our majority and it will stop being a Jewish 

State. The other, that we shall lose a.chance for peace and then be in a 
. 

state of belligerency for many years to come.. 

The chance for peace is’ here, and the parties to the negotiation are there. I 

think that the Palestine Liberation Organization has made its position very clear.:. 

that we fully .support and adhere to the .guidelines, the participants and ‘the 

mechanism that were approved by the General Assembly in its endeavours to have the 

comprhensive peace approach. So who is. the obstacle? Do I have to Spell out 

names? 

These are the principles that will provide peace for the next generation. But 

again, one of the underlying pfoblenrs facing Israel is a very serious one* How 

_-_ ‘. will they address the demographic issue? I think that is their problem. We live 

in an age in which demography should n&t be a factor, in which we ar.e all hUnEm 
. 

. 1 
_-. 
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beings, in -which weLam all part of. the human race. 
. . 

! sb .if.&mgraphy is B' problem, . . , * . . 
then it will be rather difficult to knaw how a“soluti& &n be achieved, . 

i' I. 
The ERESI'DtiTr 

. 
There are no fur&her speakers on my list for this 

.  
‘I 

evening. 
I  

I: had, as X *think the Council kn&s,.haped that we might be able to . . 

conclude our discussim tmfght, buti that will not .be possible, Discussions are 

aintLnuing about a poss’fiie draft. resolutic& and 'I feel it immrtant that those 
I  

I  

.  .  

tie wish to'ccmtri~ute M it should have th&.opporttmity to d&so,, , 
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As I said last night, the presidency is available and is doing what 

Produce an acceptable formla for the Council as a whole. So 1 will not 

it can to 

put sue’ 

this part of the discussian any more this evening, and we will resume consideration 

of this item tomorrow. 

I must also remind the Council that we are ex!eting in informal ConsnltatibnS 

tomorrow morning at 10.30 to discuss the renewal of the mandate of fhe United 

Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (URIFIL) . We Can then go on from mat .discussion 

in informal consultations of the TJN~IL’mandate to a discussion of tie, lUar%date ifi 

the Secu:ity Council and, depending on that , we can either resume this discussiqn 

after our UNIFIL debate tomorrow or meet tomorrow afternoon- 

May I ask members of the Council to note in their diaries 10.3C a.m. tOrrxr.ow 

for the informal discussion, follaued by the formal discussion on URWI‘t at 11 

o’clock; with the possibility of then resuming this discussion before lunch 

tomorrow, provided we can have a formula I &an put before the Counc& but failing 

that, a resumption at 3 o%lock tomorrow afternoon , when I hope it ~111 tie possible 

to canlude ,this debate with the dignity of the Council properly respected in 

agreement on a draft resolution or some other formula to which we can all give our 

names. 

Unless f hear any objection, it is so decided. 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m. 


